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JS Sans Committees

The electorate remains a mute but internally
| seething spectator to the trading of contradictory
positions going on between the ruling and opposi-
tion party legislators over the formation of par-
liamentary standing committees. Nine long
months of the JS' tenure have gone by without the
bastion of the Parliament's effectiveness being
provided through the induction of a committee sys-
tem. Its conspicuous absence has rendered the JS
into a virtually infructuous representative demo-
cratic institution in terms of substantive law-
making based on bipartisan inputs, endorse-
ments, guaranteed applicability and joint ac-
countability to the electorate.

The utility of a committee system is to be per-
ceived beyond the pale of a traditional or copy-
book requirement in our peculiar context where it
has the added potential to take the heat off politi-
cal agitations in the street and put us on a road to
constructive engagement within the four walls of
the JS. Both legislation and governance can be so
much the easier and effectual for it.

When such is the intrinsic worth of parliamen-
tary committees it is incredible how the formation
of these vital bodies has been allowed to be stale-
mated over a principle versus technicality warfare.

In a latest statement the Prime Minister has
maintained that the JS committees would be
formed in accordance with the Rules of Procedure
and the precedent set by the BNP in the fifth par-
liament. Technically, of course, the ruling party
cannot be faulted for this posture but it is the spirit
that must, in all fairness to its earlier affirmation
by the PM, be the preponderant consideration now.
It was Sheikh Hasina's committed stance on mak-
ing the parliament effective by dispensing with the
earlier practice of having ministers as chairmen of
the JS committees that earned her so much public
acclaim and raised aspirations all around for a
new-look, vibrant Jatiya Sangsad.

What, however, is quite baffling, is the ruling
party's going back on an agreement reached in the
Committee on JS Rules of procedure which was
presided over by the Speaker. AL had agreed to pro-
portionate seats in committees, on BNP's with-
drawal of its demand that chairmanship of com-
mittees would also be proportional.

We think AL is being penny-wise and pound-
foolish. Working of the JS Committees would lend
far greater credibility and respect, not to mention
clarity and accountability to the AL's governance

| land. The loss of fertility

process. We urge the leader of the House to change
her party's course of action.

Soil Fertility Losses

An international study on the impact of envi-
ronmental degradation on soil fertility in South
Asian countries has confirmed what was feared-- a
drastic fall in the production capacity of arable
for the region has been
estimated at half of the total arable land but for
Bangladesh the figure is as high as 75 per cent.
What is most alarming is the fact that instead of
lessening their dependence on chemical fertiliser,
farmers in Bangladesh are using ever greater quan-
tity of this to maintain — albeit without success —

yield levels. Crop yield, rice in particular, has
fallen from 20-30 maunds to 12-15 maunds per
bigha over the last 20 years.
Our farmers are little aware — although they
have some hazy ideas about the harmful effects of
esticides — that indiscriminate use of chemical
ertiliser causes serious damage to soil fertility.
Can we hold the successive governments’' overemi-
phasis on the production of cereal to the neglect of

a comprehensive agricultural cultivation policy

responsible for this predicament? Lentils, oil seeds

- and a number of spices were once cultivated in

large areas of Bangladesh. The cultivation of di-
verse crops provided not only soil nutrition but
also used to help fix nitrogen. That process was
hampered greatly by paddy-alone cultivation pol-
icy and the ultimate damage was done by the
overuse of chemical fertiliser. Besides, we have
sometimes been a recipient of harmful agro-chem-
icals that were banned in developed countries.
Even now the government policy on the use of
chemical fertiliser and pesticide suffers from inde-
cision. Non-government initiatives to find effec-
tive alternatives to these chemical substances have

-~ been limited, although some progress has been

made in that direction. The government's role in
this regard cannot be over-emphasised. Our agri-
cultural policy can, to a large extent, address the
problem by shifting the emphasis from cereal pro-
duction on to a wider crop diversification pro-
gramme. The cost-benefit ratio favours that ap-
proach. After all, the price of cereals in the inter-
national market no longer justifies our paying any
less attention to the cultivation of oil seeds, pulses
etc which we import at a high price. Then we must
look for using more and more organic fertiliser.
The challenge is to produce it in bulk.

Attention to Malaria

The foot-fall of Malaria on our territory where
an estimated one hundred eighty thousand souls
are exposed to its endemic revisitation world-wide,
after long years of banishment, has sent disturbing
signals to the WHO. And, judging by our front-page
report on the subject yesterday, we have started
lending our ears to that menacing foot-step. Even
we are just about clambering on to the stage of be-
ing dove-tailed to the WHO's global strategy for the
eradication of malaria through graded methods ot
prevention and treatment.

The moral proclaimed by the return of malaria
is that we have to launch an exclusive drive
against the malady without confusing it as part of
the generalised health services which put it out of
focus in the past. In other words, we are laying
stress on the need for a national malaria eradica-
tion programme based on community participa-
tion and duly aided by a service delivery system
operated by the government health complexes
throughout the country. Communications will
have to be improved where the malarial onslaught
is lethal in its cerebral type, namely in the forested
hill districts, including the sea-board Cox's Bazar.
Let there be a greater number of blood-testing labs
in the vulnerable areas to be able to tell the para-
sitic fever from the ordin variety of fevers.

We are keenly awaiting the health ministry's
policy statement on combating malaria, especially
in view of the approaching monsoons which spawn
the disease.
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Bureaucr

recent comparative study

of democratic decentrali-

sation in four Asian and
African countries, including
Bangladesh, identified three
things which were absolutely
essential in making decentr-
alization work well. First,
substantial wers must be
developed to elected represe-
ntatives in decentrali insti-
tutions. Second, substantial
resources must be available to
those representatives and
institutions. Third., the
decentralised systems must
ensure accountability.

This last comment refers to
two different kinds of account-
ability. Civil servants must be
accountable to elected represen-
tatives. And elected representa-
tives must be accountable to cit-
izens. Let us briefly consider
each in turm.

Civil servants who work
with decentralized institutions
such as the old Upazila
Parishads created in
Bangladesh in 1985 are pulled
in two different directions.
They have long felt that they
must answer to their superiors
in their line ministries in the
capital, and to senior civil ser-
vants (like the Upazila Nirbahi
Officers) at the level at which
they work. But if democratic de-
centralisation is to work well,
they also need to be answerable
to elected members of councils
at the level at which they work
(such as the Upazila Parishads).

If accountability to mem-
bers and chairs of elected coun-

. countable to citizens.

by Dr. James Manor
The elected members and the chairs of decentralised councils need to behave as if they felt accountable to

citizens. The main thing that ensures this is the threat that they might be thrown out by unhappy voters at the

next election. In the old Upazila Parishads, this worked

cils does not have at least equal
weight with accountability to
su r bureaucrats, then the
system will not work well. In
the old Upazila Parishads, this
was sometimes a problem, but
things usually went reasonably
well.

The main way in which the
accountability of bureaucrats to
elected representatives can be
secured is by providing the lat-
ter with substantial powers.
There is a need for some balance
between civil servants and

liticians, lest the latter be-

ave in an unrestrained, over-
weening manner toward the
former. But the problem with
such systems worldwide is,
much more often, that elected
representatives have too little
lev e to hold bureaucrats to
account. That was not a severe

roblem in Bangladesh after

985, but it tends to happen in
many cases, so it needs to be
noted for future reference even
in Bangladesh.

The elected members and the
chairs of decentralised councils
need to behave as if they felt ac-
€ main
thing that ensures this is the
threat that they might be
thrown out by unhappy voters
at the next election. In the old

Upazila Parishads, this worked
less well.

The main reason was the ef-
fort by leaders at the national
level to cultivate the chairmen
of these bodies as clients and al-
lies. The chairman received
substantial favours from on
high, and spent a lot of their
time in Dhaka being lionised by
central leaders. As a result, th
often felt that they were mainly
accountable to their patrons in
Dhaka rather than to the voters
in their Upazilas.

This led, in many cases, to
misgovernment and malfea-
sance. And the result of that
was the defeat, at elections in
1990, of a large majority of
these chairman. This did not
cripple the old Upazila system,
but it made the Parishads less
responsive than they might
have been and undermined the
quality of governance that re-
sulted from democratic decen-
tralisation.

Policy makers in central
governments who created de-
centralised systems need to
take pains — in crafting the
fcurmaF laws and rules that gov-
ern such systems, and espe-
cially in their informal be-
haviour once the institutions
are functioning — to ensure that
elected representatives feel ac-

countable to citizens. It is in the
longer term interests of na-
tional leaders to do this, but
most of them — in countries all
over the world — tend to focus
more on their short-term inter-
ests and on their need for allies
and clients in lower-level are-
nas.

It should be stressed that if
decentralised bodies are al-
lowed to exist for extended peri-
ods of time, their members and
chairs will tend to become more
aware of the need to be accournt-
able to voters. This will happen
because election defeats, which
will occur for those who do not
behave accountably, will pro-
vide stiff warnings to them. If
the Upazila Parishads had sur-
vived for a longer period, many
of the chairmen elected in 1990
would have remembered how
many of their predecessors had
been thrown out after five

ears, and some of them would
ave paid more attention to

voters' needs and opinions. The
great difficulty with this idea is
that high-level politicians in
countries all across the world
often tend not to permit decen-

tralised institutions to survive

for the long periods that are
needed for this to happen.
The evidence from a large

less well

number of ments with
democratic decentralisation
suggests that they work best
when the elected chairs of de-
centralised bodies have Pow:r
and status equal to or slightly
greater than that of senior bu-
reaucrats serving with those
bodies. Rough comparability
makes it easier for them both to
work together and to prevent
one another from going to ex-
cess.

It also means that any act of
large-scale theft from public
funds will probably require col-
lusion by both of these two fig-
ures, Since they come from very
different social backgrounds

and professional cultures, col-
lusion is often difficult to
achieve.

In systems where civil ser-
vants have long enjoyed great
status and power, el repre-
sentatives are likely to be €asily
overawed or over-ridden. For
this reason, it is usually unwise
to endow senior bureaucrats in
decentralised authorities with
even slightly greater power
than elected leaders. A rough
balance is best, with perhaps a
bias towards elected representa-
tives.

The importance of etiquette
may sound insubstantial, even
silly, but it is not. Democratic

both are schoo

ats, Elected Representatives and Decentralisation

decentralisation gains mightily

when the architects of the new
institutions take trouble over
matters of protocol, and set
down some recommended rules
of etiquette for both elected rep-
resentatives and bureaucrats

{especially the latter) — to facil-

itate reasonably smooth rela-
tions between . It is also
useful to follow that ;p with
seminars for both sets :

| and er) so t
separately - o
have towards one another in a
considerate manner. This is es-
pecially t when decen-
tralised institutions are new,
but it remains a priority over
the long term too. And the more
senior the civil servant or the
politician is, the more crucial is

such schooling.

Such codes of courtesy will
assist ne as they learn,
piecemeal, to relate to and
negotiate with one another — as
they learn what the limits of
their are, and what ex-
pectations are realistic or exag-
gerated.

Dr. James Manor is a Pro-

fessor of Political Science at the

Institute of Deve Stud-
ies, Sussex University. The
original article was presented
at a workshop hosted by The
Asia Foundation on March 10-
11 for government, donors, and
NGOs on "Elected and Adminis-
trative Local Government Rela-
tions.” This version has been
specially prepared for The
Daily Star.

New Brooms Try to Sweep Away Past Hostility

OPES for a thaw in rela-

tions between Pakistan

and India are still dogged

by the tendency of both

countries to doubt the other's

intentions. But although half a

century of bilateral relations is

strewn with broken as-

irations, the climate today is

yetter than it has been for
years.

The two prime ministers
have said they will meet soon,
possibly in May, for the first
such Xirer:t talks for seven
years. These will follow a meet-
ing of their foreign secretaries
in New Delhi on 28 March.

The summit offers a historic
opportunity as both countries
anmaEh the 50th anniversary
of their independence.

Other nations are watching
cldsely. because the unfriendly
neighbours have fought three
wars, and both the believed to
have a nuclear capability. Nei-
ther has signed the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty or the

Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. g i T
Prospects for inéreased trade

and the benefits of reducedl mil-

itary expenditure provide the
long-term bait for the talks, but
there is always the potential
stumbling block of nationalist
pressure for sabrerattling. Both

‘governments would welcome a

peace dividend, but neither

by Yousaf Rafiq in Islamabad and DK Joshi in New Delhi

India and Pakistan have been enemies since independence 50 years ago, but the an-
nouncement of talks between the two prime ministers has raised hopes of better relations.
Gemini News Service correspondents on both sides of the border report on how each

country sees the opportunity.

wants to be accused of giving in
to the other.

Direct trade is worth about
$100 million a year, while bi-
lateral trade via third countries
— mainly Singapore and Dubai
— has built up to total more
than S$1.5 billion. Curbing the
substantial smuggling that
takes place would result in a
useful rise in government rev-
enues.

"There is a brand new gov-
ernment and leadership in Pak-
istan,” says an optimistic Pro-
fessor Saeed Akhtar of Gov-
erpment College, Islamabad.
The Indian Government is also
relatively new, he says. and "its
composition and chemistry are
qualitatively

Delhi in recent years. .

" “'"The disputed territory of
Kashmir is still a key sticking
point.

"Without progress on this is-
sue, it will be difficult to initi-
ate meaningful cooperation in
economic and cultural fields."

L18 ly different” from
'‘other adminfstrations 4in ‘New '

the new Pakistani Prime Min-
ister, Nawaz Sharif, said in a
letter to his Indian counterpart,
Deve Gowda.

Pakistan attributes the
breakdown of the previous offi-
cial talks in 1994 to Indian in-
transigence, and says tension
has not been reli by India's
increasing of its military bud-

et for 1997-98 by 21 per cent to
10.2 billion.

It accuses India of pushing
ahead with a missile develop-
ment programme which Islam-
abad sees as posing a major
threat to Pakistan. In February,
India test-fired its medium-
range Prithvi missile for the
16th time. This has a range of
up to 250 kilometres and can
C a one-tonne warhead.

- New ' Delhj " insist§ that

‘Kashmir is an integral part of

India, and accuses Islamabad of
openly aiding militants there
and in Punjab. It says the in-
surgencies have almost ended —
leaving Pakistan's policy in tat-
ters.

India expects Islamabad to
take a more ‘realistic’ stand,
instead of pressing for a

lebiscite in the Kashmir val-
Rz}rf a proposition it dismisses
as buried in the debris of time.

To break the impasse, Wash-
ington has suggested pushing
Kashmir down the negotiatin
timetable and starting instea
with talks on the demilitarisa-
tion of the 6,000-metre-high
Siachin Glacier, the world's
highest battlefield.

In a similar approach, on a
recent visit to Pakistan, Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin of China ad-
vised his hosts to normalise
relations with India by leaving
aside ma‘gur points of disagree-
ment “for the time being.
Sinaller issues shoald be solved
for the sake of development,” he
said.

New Delhi believes that
peace between the two countries
will follow the establishment of
mutual trust, and that confi-
dence-building measures are
needed, such as a treaty of

Alleluia! Today is Happy Easter!

ODAY the whole Chri-
stian community sings
in unison "Alleluia”,
meaning Praise the Lord! There
is an immense joy in the heart
of every believer because Jesus
who was crucified and put to
death has been raised by God.
Today is the day of Christ's
glorious resurrection. Every
church is decorated; the
Christian believer proceeds to
the church to attend the joyful
Easter liturﬁy after which fol-
lows the exchange of greetings :
Happy Easter. Today with rich
and poor and with people of all
relrgions and castes the Chris-
tian community shares the joy
of Easter which is being ex-
pressed through sharing deli-
cious food. However, these ex-
ternal characteristics have
their true meaning if we interi-
orize the reflection of Easter
and implement its teachings in
our practical life.
Theological Meaning of
Christ's Resurrection
The Empty Tomb : The
meaning directly goes to the
historical fact of Christ's resur-
rection from the dead. The
gospel narrative makes the ref-
erence of Empty Tomb. "It was
very early on the first day of the
week and still dark, when Mary
of Magdala came to the tomb.
She saw that the stone had been
moved away from the tomb, and
came running to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one
Jesus Loved (Gospel of St John
20:1-8). Having appeared two
angels who sit on the stone
question the Christ-seeking cu-
rious devoted women! "Why look
for the living among the dead.
He is risen'. The gospel narra-
tive continues saying that Mary
Magdalene told her experience
to Peter and John who then ran
to the tomb and saw : Both Peter
and John entered right into the
tomb; they saw and believed.
The truth on which we reflect
on is that Jesus died on the
Cross bringing glmg and exul-
tation and on the third day his
resurrection the dead
caused by the of the heav-
enly Father made him exulted
and glorified. Now he sits at the
right hand of the Father inter-
ceding continually to the Fa-
ther for mankind.. He thus be-
comes the risen Lord who is
now present among us through
our faith and liturgy.
To fulfill the plan of salva-
tion Christ's death was neces-

from

for the glorification as it
brought back man's salvation

and opened the way to eternal

life. His death brought death of

and victory over sin. With his
glorified state the whole hu-
manity is brought back to the

A A :It"ﬁ‘ |

state of glory which was lost by
the sin of Adam.

He is Risen from the Dead

After the Prayer of Conse-
cration during the Eucharistic
Liturgy (Holy Mass) the wor-
shi]}:pin community professes
its fundamental Christian faith
singing: Keep in mind that Je-
sus Christ has died for us; he is
risen from the dead; he is lord
for ever. This profession of
faith clearly emphasises the
close connection between the
redemptive death of Jesus on
the cross and his glorious res-
urrection. Throu his death
Christ manifested his atest
Love for mankind. Through his
death Christ obtained a
tremendous to place the
universal salvation for
mankind of all ages. Thus his
death becomes the source and
origin of universal salvation.
And his glorious resurrection
made him most glorified and
exulted, Without his resurrec-
tion, his Cross and death would
have no significance in the

by Father Patrick Gomes

e ll'" I. : ..
RS o, LR S

Economy of Salvation.
Easter Liturgy
In fact, the liturgical service
culminating Easter Sunday be-
ns with the lnnghbut beautiful
ter Vigil to be held according
to the tradition around 11 O'-
clock in the night of Holy Sat-
urday. Among significant parts
of this liturgy the Preface, in
Latin called the Exultet, carries
the central theme: The salva-
tion of mankind through the
death and resurrection of
Christ. The readings from the
Bible highlight the creation
utnr‘\;can the Exudus i.e., story
of liberation of the people of Is-
rael. They liturgy of the world
concludes with singing of Glo
to God is the Highest whic
liturgically announces the Res-
urrection of Christ. The faithful
then renews their baptismal
promises spiritually clothin
themselves with the garment o
new life of the risen Lord. They
now sing Alleluiah! And in the
morning of Easter Sunday there
is in the church the Eucharistic

Celebration of the great solem-
nity of Christ's glorious resur-
rection attended by a big com-
munity. It is done with much
festivity.
From Celebration to Life
To make a reality present we
celebrate. The celebration car-
ries vibrantly the authenticity
of the event. But the danger be
there when celebration remains
limited to cultic level only. An
authentic celebration must
reach to the actual life of a hu-
man person. The celebration
must play the role of deepening
his faith as well as must bring
meaningful renewal of his life.
We are celebrating Christ's
resurrection, one of the greatest
feasts of the Christian commu-
nity. If Christ's resurrection is

the cause of man's glorification,
then, a person's life must turn
to that pglorified or purified
state. Christ's resurrection
must make such an impact in
his personal life, that-he is a
person freed from the bondage
of all sins. This is true also for a
family, for a society, for a coun-
try; I}’xis is true universally. The
call of Easter is a call to em-
brace Christ's values in our life.
Realising these values we die to
our sinful nature and with his
resurrection we rise to a pro-
found new life. Then only we
can sing with the Psalmist in
the tone of praise to the risen
Lord: "The stone which the
builders rejected has become
the Corner Stone." "This is the
Day which the Lord has made;
let us be glad and. rejoice.
(Psalm (118:22-24). When the
rson has been renewed by the
ruit of Christ's resurrection he
becomes a man of peace and
reconciliation, love and char-
ity: a man guided by the Easter
grace.

Conclusion : Easter

Blessing

Often we are caught up by our
manifold sins and many other
shortcomings. If we really be-

lieve that Christ has died and is

risen for ‘'me’ we too then will
obtain victory over sins. Our
society, our country néed to be
purified and continually re-
newed by new religious values.
This is a challenges, yet possi-
ble. May the grace and blessing
of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ
be in each one of us, in our fam-
ilies, in our country. To all our
friends, Muslim. Hindu. Bud-
dhiust, Christian — may this
greeting 'Happy Easter' bring a
true renewal in personal and
soclal life and make an authen-
tic fraternal bond of love and
friendship among us all so that

we can all sing: Alleluia! Today
is Happy Easter!!...

peace, friendship and coopera-
tion. a treaty pledging no first
use of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, easing of visa restrictions,
more cultural and social con-
tacts and a framework for trade
and economic cooperation.

As hopes grow for progress at
the summit, pundits in Pak-
istan point out that Sharif has
the confidence and standing
that comes from an overwhelm-
ing parliamentary majority.

But officials in New Delhi won-
der whether he will be allowed
free rein by his military. They
are concerned that the army
chief, General Jehangir Kara-
mat, has already stated that
Kashmir cannot be placed on

the back burner.

However, the Indians believe
that international shifts are
putting pressure on Pakistan,
with two of its traditional al-
lies, Washington and Beijing,
advising it to seek m:ighbnur%y
cooperation.

YOUSAF RAFIQ is a
for Pakistan’'s 'thnandalw
D K JOSHI is a freelance jour-
nalist who fi worked for
the Bombay ‘Free Press Jour-

Sir. | was very puzzled to see |

that government was 'suipposed-
ly' trying to c:lchrat:gc 25th
anniversary of Independence
on the 26th anniversary of In-
dependence. All the newspapers
had printed special articles to
celebrate the 'Silver Jubilee of
Independence'. Last year also,
the people of Ban esh cele-
brated the Silver Jubilee of In-
dependence. I believe they did it
duly so, because this year it is
'97-'71=26, not 25 and it needs a
Class | student to do these sim-
ple calculations instead of
renowned intellectuals who are
‘'supposedly’ silent.

As Awami League led the
people of Bangladesh during the
War of Liberation, so it is not
expected that they would mis-
calculate the historic occasion.
If the government wanted to
celebrate the Independence Day
in a befitting manner, then,
there was nothing wrong with
the 26th anniversary of Inde-

dence.

I really do not know the rea-
son of stretching the 25th year a
bit longer. It is hard to believe
that all the newspapers simply

‘overlooked this fact. Is it just a

simple mathematical mistake?

Reazur Rahman
West Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

" Weekly holiday

Sir, Following the dictates of

the two great religions of the
world, the western countries
observe Saturdays and Sundays
as weekly holidays. It also fits
in happily with the ILO re-

quirements of eight hours a day

and forty hours a week. But the
days are chosen purely on reli-
gious grounds: Saturday for the
Jews, Sunday for the Chris-
tians. Free from work, on Sat-
urdays, the Jews find their way
to the synagogue, and on Sun-
days, the Christians attend the
church to obtain salvation. For
religious reasons, Parliament
has passed legislation. Limited
economic activities are allowed
on Saturdays, and none on
Sundays.

Before the British colonisa-
tion, without exception, the
Muslim world observed Friday
as weekly holiday. Although it
is not obligatory in Islam, to
facilitate the performance of
Jumma prayer, holiday on Fri-
day. which the Prophet (SM)
termed as the best day of the
week, is the most convenient.
Friday is a festive day for the
Mufslims.

Following changes in Pak-
istan, some people are demand-
ing to substitute Friday by Sun-
day as a weekly holiday. The
reason is, they say, economic:
when the western countries are
open for business on Fridays.
we are closed. We are losing a
day more. But a close look at the
situation believes this argu-
ment. When it is nine in the
rm:»rnlnEl in Dhaka, it is nearly
ten in the evening in New York.
When the New Yorkers start
their day at nine, it is eleven
thirty in the evening in Tokyo.
and midnight in Sydney. When
the city of London is busy at ten
in the morning, people have al-

ready finished their dinner at

Sydney because it is already

eight in the

evening. Even when
the Muscovites start their da
at nine, at the other end of
.own country, at Vladivostock,

offices are to close at
four thirty in the afterndon. No
one can change this divine ar-
rangement. And notwithstand-
ing this, business is as usual
and thriving between countries
and continents, between New
York and Tokyo, Sydney and
London, and Moscow and
Vladivostock. Hence the argu-
ment of losing a day is a false

argument.
A nation can only rise by

shnwmﬁ respect to its own be-
liefs and culture. Because of the
vast number of Muslims living
in the West, Islamic values are
being recognised at the state
level. CNN broadcast live the
recitation of Holy Quran at the
inauguration ceremony of the
forty second President of
United States, and President
Clinton, despite his very busy
schedules, thought it worth-
while to spend some time at
White House with the Muslim
leaders on the occasion of Eid-
ul-Fitr.

In Europe and America, Is-
lam is the fastest gro reli-
gion. Sound of Azan from
minarets are commonplace in
the western capitals. In some
cases it has replaced the church
bells because Muslims have
bought the disused churches.
Wherever options are given,
Muslims are Friday as a
holiday. In the second largest
Muslim country of the world, it
would be unfortunate and -
haps a manifestation of inferi-
ority complex, if Sund% were
to replace Friday as a holiday.

Pakistan is not our model.
We cannot follow her without
any justification.

Abdur Razzak
Advocate Supreme Court of
Bangladesh.

* * * * ¥

Sir, It is ve?' gratifying to
note that some letters have al-
ready been published, as was
done on 13.3.97, in your es-
teemed l|i:at]:ner. and hopefully
more will follow along with a
powerful editorial from you, in
regard to a proposed change in
the present weekly holida
from Friday to Sunday. Unti
some years ago, Sunday has al-
ways n the weekly holiday
in this country as it is observed
in all western countries and
also in the entire South, South-
East and Far-East Asia except
Pakistan and Bangladesh. But,
as we know, Pakistan has re-
cently reverted to Sunday as
their weekly holiday. Economic
and trade has been stated as the
main reason for this change.
And undoubtedly this is also
very vital for Bangladesh. Be-
sides, the change would put our
calendar in line with the
worldwide calendar and our
"weekend” would also have the
same meaning.

In view of these and other
cogent reasons it is earnestly
h that our government also
will consider the matter seri-
ously and will decide to revert
to Sunday as the weekly holiday
of the country as in the past.

M D Razzak
Sonadanga. Khulna



