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None can put out Shikha
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world leaders, invited to attend
the closing ceremony of the Sil-

ver Jubilee of Independence. re-
called the contribution ol
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and felicitated the
people of the country on this oc-
casion.

The two-hour function, also
attended by ministers, MPs,
freedom fighters, politicians,
diplomats, journalists. intel-
lectuals and other distinguished
guests and thousands of people.
were telecast live by the Bangla-
desh Television. The venue was
packed with jubilant audience,
many of whom were seen on the
trees.

The Shikha Chirantan, car-
ried by a four-member freedom
fighters' team, returned to the
spot of origin at the Suhra-
wardy Uddyan at 11:12 am.
ending a cross-country journey.

During its 20-day journey,
the Shikha touched 29 districts.
It was warmly received by cross
sections of people everywhere.

The PM took back the flame,
she torched at the same spot on
March 7 last, from two freedom
fighters — Ahad Choudhury and
Taramon Bibi — and put it at its
permanent venue at 11:26 am.
Shortly afterwards, the Presi-
dent took the National Flag
from two other freedom fighters
in the team — Mofazzal Hossain
Choudhury Maya MP. and Maj
(retd) Waker Hassan — an
hoisted it with the playing of
. the National Anthem.

Mandela, Arafat and
Demirel, on the dais stood up at
the time, along with all others
present.

Earlier, President Sha-
habuddin and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina warmly wel-
comed the three world leaders
who reached the venue one after
another.

The function began at 11:15
pm with recitations from the
Quran, the Geela, the Tripitok
and the Bible.

The distinguished guests
then enjoyed a musical session
presented by singers of Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra and other
rnoted singers.

Mandela

Addressing the function
amid slogans and cheers from
jubilant audience. Nelson Man-
dela said: "We've come to
Bangladesh to pay homage to a

of South Africa, indeed the en-

tire African continent, join you
in this hard-earned celebration
as every people who has
emerged from the jaws of colo-

nialism and oppression knows
the road to independence is

never easy.”

Calling Bangabandhu Shei-
kh Mujibur Rahman as the
leader of Bangladesh's indepen-
dence movement, Mandela. the
79-year-old living legend in
freedom struggle said. "I had
great regards for Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, Bangabandhu. a
friend of Bengal. Standing here
today I too would like to be a
friend of Bengal as part of the
partnership we're forging with
the people of this sub-conti-
nent."

Mandela said. "Bangladesh
today celebrates the 25 years of
its independence while South
Africa's democracy is still in
infancy and while we are still
crawling from the darkness of
apartheid into the sunshine of
freedom.”

Appreciating Bangladesh's
relentless support to the strug-
gle for freedom in South Africa,
the anti-apartheid leader said.
“The long distance between our
countries did not make you
careless for our need. You know
that none can be free until all
are free.”

The South African President
said both the countries would
take the opportunity to explore
ways for closer cooperation in
political, economic and cul-
tural fields.

Arafat

In his speech. Yasser Arafat
recalled his personal friendshi
with Bangabandhu Sheik
Mujibur Rahman and said this

would help strengthen relations
between the peoples of
Bangladesh and Palestine.
Amid cheers, Arafat said the
Palestinians would remain ever
grateful to the people of
Bangladesh for their unflinch-
ing support to the cause of
Palestine. He added, "Being pre-
sent in your fine country, |
never feel | am a guest. I always
feel I am one of you ... | feel your
joy is our joy, your freedom is
our freedom because the people
of both the countries have got
similar problems and similar
feelings.”
The Palestinian leader con-
ratulated President Sha-
abuddin, his ‘respected sister’

) _F.ﬂs].?,],l: that knows wh%_itm Hasina, and the people
i for freedom ... The peJpie gladesh on the happy oc-

caslorn.

Demirel
Turkish President Suleyman
Demirel said, "I wish

Bangladesh's every success in
establishing Sonar Bangla, the
golden Bengal, the dream of the
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man."”

He also assured that his
country would stand by
Bangladesh in all its efforts for
national development.

Paying tribute to Banga-
bandhu, Demirel said, "He was a
man of great wisdom and
charisma who had changed the
course of history and built up

the platform of future
Bangladesh.”
e also disclosed to the

cheering audience that an av-
enue in the Turkish capital had
already been named after
Bangabandhu.

"I've come here to convey the
heartfelt greetings of 65 million
Turkish brothers who also
fought against occupation
forces for freedom under the
prudent leadership of Kemal
Ataturk.” he said. He recalled
the unnamed heroes of the lib-
eration struggle of Bangladesh
and all the successive heads of
state and government of
Bangladesh who had striven for
the development of the country
in the last 26 years.

Hasina

Sheikh Hasina expressed
her gratitude and that of the
people of Bangladesh to the
three celebrated leaders for at-
tending the celebration.

“Their presence has not only
glorified and graced our auspi-
cious occasion but also made us
self-confident in our endeavour
to move ahead. We're thankful
and gratified having the great
leaders amidst us today," she
noted.

"We the four nations — the
Bangali, the South African, the
Palestinian and the Turkish —
have a glorious history and
great tradition of long struggle

for independence. sell-determi-

nation and self-dignity. Were .

fortunate that our struggle for
independence had been led by
the world-acclaimed leaders ...."
she said naming the founding
tathers of the four nations.

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Obaidul Kader presented
Independence Day crests to the
presidents of South Africa.
Palestine and Turkey.

WP activist
killed 1n
Meherpur

MEHERPUR, Mar 27: A
Workers Party activist was
killed by armed miscreants at a
village in Sadar Thana of the
district on Wednesday night.
police said, reportis LINB.

The armed men forcibly
took Abdur Rahman, 32, out of
his house at Hizoli village and
chopped him to death at about ]
am.

Rahman's wife Sufia Khatun
was hurt when she tried to resist
the miscreants, She was
admitted to Sadar Hospital in a
serious condition.

Kerb marketmen
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yesterday. "We will try our best
to keep the market always
open.’ he said. .

The bench mark DSE All
Share Price Index rose by 83.23
points yesterday closing at
1157.59 points from Tuesday's
1074.36 points. Its Market Cap-
italisation also increased by Tk
541.89 crore and closed at Tk
8.991.73 crore from Tuesday's
Tk 8,349.89 crore.

Out of 117 issues traded, 111
gained, 3 suffered loss and 3
remained unchanged.

As many as 1.38 lakh shares
and debentures valued at more
than Tk 3.47 crore exchanpged
hands during the trading amid
agitation out side the floor.

Meanwhile, Detective Police
detected an underground fac-
tory at a house under Pallabi

Thana where forged shares were
produced.

Police recovered fake shares
worth about Tk 50 lakh and ar-
rested two persons named Haji
Liakat Ali and Monir Hossen
from there. They seized some
machinery used for production
of forged share certificates.

Ferry service
snapped

FABNA., Mar 27 Ferry ser-
vices to and from Nagarbari
ghat was suspended this morn-
ing following a clash between
rival factions ol bus owners as-
sociation. reports UNB.

The depuly commissioner
and additional police super vis-
ited the spot. but failed to re-
solve the problem.

[ttefaque didn’t
appear on Mar 26

By Staff Correspondent

The Ittefaque group of publi-
cations could not publish The
Daily Ittefaque due to a conflict
between the executive directors
of the beard on March 26. ac-
cording to sources.

The conflict centring the
transfer of power to the nomi-
nee of an executive director was
challenged in the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court
on Monday. which was stayed
by the court.

Shahabuddin
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new challenges and materialise
the hnBes and aspirations of
people by mobilising human re-
SOurces.

President Shahabuddin hi-
ghly commended the great
statesmanship of South Afri-
can President Mandela in
building up a new nation on the
basis of reconciliation and
unity among all sections of his
people — black, white and
Afrikaaners.

He also lauded President Su-
leyman Demirel saying he de-
serves the "highest of our admi-
ration.” Under his pragmatic
leadership, the modern Turkey
has, in spite of many odds, ad-
hered to the principles of
democracy and secularism,
serving as a beacon for the
Muslim world, he added.

Jubo League
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attacked when he was going to
attend a party rally near
Ananda Cinema Hall in Farm-
gate area, police said.

The cause of the Killing
could not be known immedi-
ately,

A pedestrian, also injured in
the attack, was admitted to the
DMCH while the body of Galib
was sent to the morgue lor au-
topsy.

None was arrested and no
case lodged till the filing of this
report last night, said Tejgaon
police adding a police team had
gone to the spot.

Mandela
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cooperation with each other ...
cultural bonds that exist be-
tween our lwo nations given
concrete meaning by the Ben-
gali community that is part of
the South African rainbow na-
tion," he said.

Mentioning his country's
efforts towards democracy and
economic advancement, Man-
dela said: "South Africa have
lost no time in using the free-
dom which they have won. In
the first year of democratic gov-
ernment, we've laid a solid
foundation for a better life, and
we're working with increasing
effect towards that goal.

If we speak with confidence
it is because we have learnt that
a nation united in pursuit of
shared goals can overcome the

most difficult problems. We

have learnt about the benefits
of cooperation between nations
those at similar stages of devel-
opment with a common legacy
of colonialism and poverty."

L,
- .

BNP Chairperson

Begum Khaleda Zia along with

party

leaders and workers placing wreaths at the National

Memorial at Savar on Wednesday.

—Star photo
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3 world leaders

given hearty
send-off

The three world leaders who
aced the silver jubilee cele-
ration of the country's inde-

pendence left Dhaka. reports
UNB.

President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa. left for home
yesterday meorning.

Turkish President Suleyman
Demirel, who flew to
Chittagong yesterday morning,
also left the port city for home
in the afternoon,

The two leaders were given
hearty send-off. at the Zia In-
ternational Airport. President
Shahabuddin Ahmed, and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
saw them off at the VVIP lounge
ol ZIA.

Palestinian President Yas-
ser Arafat left Dhaka on Wed-
nesday evening. He was seen ofl
at the airport by Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina.

Road accident

victim dies
By Staff Correspondent

A pregnant woman died in a
city hospital yesterday from in-
juries she had received after be-
ing hit by a car driven by a
novice,

Police said Soma Islam. 20.
was injured when the car hjt
her in Gendaria Fire Servi
area while going to her paternal
house on foot along with her
husband on Monday.

She was first admitted to the
General Hospital and later
shifted to Holy Family Hospital

where her baby was removed as |

her kidneys were severely dam-
aged.

.

Co-ordinated move
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Terming the day a unique
one for the people of the coun-
try, the President expressed his
delight at the presence of the
three celebrated world leaders.
He also expressed his heartiest

etings to them. "The presence
of the three Presidents has in-
spired us with new hopes and
aspirations. Their sacrifice and
relentless efforts for the welfare
of the people will be remem-
bered by the ﬂplpressed people
all over the world,” said Presi-
dent Shahabuddin.

He regretted that even after
the 25 years of independence,
basic necessities of the people
were yet to be fulfilled. .

to development. Justice Sha-
habuddin said, "Unfortunately
the country could not be freed
from the curse of illiteracy. The
turbulent environment in the
educational institutions has
made the future of students un-
certain.”

He made a fervent appeal to
all leaders of political parties to
keep: the educational institu-

tions free from violence and
terrorisim.

"Population control pro-
gramme should be given prior-
ity side by side making positive
steps to transform the popula-
tion into human resources as
skilled manpower,"” he said.

The President paid tributes
to Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul
Haq. Shaheed Suhrawardy,
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani, Gen M A G Osmani,
Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin
Ahmed, Capt Mansur Ali,
Quamruzzaman, Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman and
the freedom fighters who made
supreme sacrifices in the Liber-
ation War.

Identifying education as key |

FREE CONSULTATION FOR PATIENTS
WITH BLOOD DISORDERS

Dr. Anwarul Islam, M.B.B.S. (Dhaka), Ph.D. (London),
MRCPath (UK), M.D. (New York) Associate Professor
of Medicine, State University of New York at Buffalo

and Honorary Consultant Haematologist, IPGMR,
Dhaka, will be seeing patients at 66, Laboratory Road,
South Dhanmondi, Dhaka from 28 March to 6 April
1997. Please contact 863926 (between 3-5 p.m.)
for Appointment. :

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud, Managing Director, on
behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, from
City Publishing House Ltd, 90, Kakrail, Dhaka-1000,.
Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road
No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 500092-4,
Commercial: 500091 (Direct), Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No:
3267, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA. Email: dstar@bangla.net
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Mandela: Wise words
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his printed speech and added
the following words.

"Belore we started negotiat-
ing with the enemy we made the
following three decisions:

a) That from our negotia-
tions NEITHER WE NOR OUR
ENEMIES WILL EMERGE VIC-
TORIOUS, ONLY THE PEOPLE
OF SOUTH AFRICA SHOULD
EMERGE VICTORIOUS.[ em-

hasis mine). We decided that
rom our work, and from our
struggle PEOPLE MUST WIN
and OT ONE POLITICAL
PARTY.

b) That there are good
in all communities - black,
white, Afrikaans, coloured,
Indians, etc. Not only that, we
went one step further and said
that there are good people in all
political parties and not only in
the ANC.

c)] That smaller parties
_g::lning our government will be

eard and their views will be
given due importance. There
was to be a government of 27 in
which there will be 18 from
ANC, 6 from the second largest

arty( de Klerk's ) and three
the smallest party

ople

(Inkatha). It was OUR respgnsi-
bility to convince the smaller
parties that their views will get
due importance. This way we
were able to isolate the extrem-
ists and the fascists.

The ANC is a proud libera-
tion movement of the 20th cen-
tury. Though it was this single
party that led the freedom
struggle, yet we decided NOT to
make South Africa a one-party
state. We did not want to abuse
power, trust and confidence
that were bestowed on us, not
only by our own people, but also
by the whole international
community.

Finally I want to say that |
have been elected the President
of South Africa. Anything that
happens in South Africa NOW
reflects on me, REGARDLESS
OF OUR HISTORY. 1 am re-
sponsible for everything that
ha R;:nu in my country.”

5 is -write;r feels that shar-
ing the above words was per-
haps the best gift that President
jlanc]e.la could have given to the
people of Bangladesh on the oc-
casion of the conclusion of our
Silver Jubilee celebrations.
Will we be wise enough to heed
them?

F—\. p
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Indo-Pak talks
begin today
NEW DELHI, Mar 26: India

and Pakistan will open peace
talks for the first time in three
years on Friday amid continu-
ing sabre-rattling over Kash-
mir. reports AFF.

Indian Foreign Secretary
Salman Haider and his Pak-
istani counterpart Shamshad
Ahmed will discuss a variety ol
issues for four days hoping 1o
pave the way for later talks by
their leaders.

Chinese leader
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Yuan interest-free loan to
Bangladesh and an agreement
to this end will be signed during
tHe visit.

The Vice Premier, besides
holding official talks with the
Foreign Minister, will call on
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Finance Minister

SAMS Kibria.
Lua Gan will be the [lirst
Chinese leader to visit

Bangladesh since the Awami
League government took office

last June. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina visited China
on September.

Lua Gan will also visit some
other Asian countries, includ-
ing Cambodia. Thailand and
Singapore. :
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By Staff Correspondent

An SSC examinee was al-
legedly kidnapped by an
unidentified gang from Mad-
dhyva Bashabo under Shabu-
jibagh thana in the city Wednes-
day evening.

AKM Zakir alias Rozen, 16,
son of one Abdul Majid Minu,
was kidnapped soon after he out
of his house at Maddhya
Bashabo at about 6 pm. Since
then, he has been missing and
could not appear at the Islamiat
examination yesterday. said
his father in the FIR lodged
with Shabujbagh thana.

The l'amii‘v members of
Rozen received a telephone call
from their residence in home
town Sirajganj at about 9 E;Il
Wednesday that Rozen was be-
ing kept hostage somewhere in
Dhaka. The kidnappers would
release Rozen if his father gave
up politics, said Abdul Majid in
the FIR.

A case under Section 365 has
been filed, police said.

Forged share
certificates
recovered

Police yesterday recovered
forged share cerltificates of dif-
ferent companies worth about
Taka 50 lakh from a house in
Pallabi area and arrested two
persons, reports BSS.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of
Detective Branch of police
raided the house of Mohammad
Liaquat Ali in the afternoon
and recovered forged share cer-
tificates of Ashraf Textiles, Sea
Tex. Dynamic Textiles, Apex
Tannery., Eastern Housing,
Shine Pukur, Beximco Phar-
maceuticals, and Jheel Bangla
Sugar Mills. They also recov-
ered printing machine, seal.
pad, papers, and type writers.

100 1njured as
villagers clash
; ’ :
in N'ganj
From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGANJ, Mar 27. At
least 100 people. including eight
police personnel, women and
children, were injured during a
clash between the villagers of
Farazikanda and Beparipara
under Bandar thana Wednesday
night. according to police and
witnesses.
During the three-hour long
clash beginning 10 pm. three

houses and four shops were
ransacked and looted, police

said. Two houses were also set
on fire.

Share scam
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tee held a DSE leader responsi-
ble for manipulating prices of
PRAN and ACI of which he was
director.

It has also identified two
companies, which manipulated
their share prices by employing
illegal traders in the kerb mar-
ket to propagate rumours.

The committee also alleged
that some of these brokers had
been de facto operators of the
kerb market and that the pur-
chase of shares by these brokers
as reflected in the hawla sheets
did not tally with their much
higher bank statements which
showed that they had bought
shares from the floor and sold
them in the kerb market.

It has also identified a num-
ber of securities houses includ-
ing SES owned by Runa Alam of
peregrin who had made delivery
versus payment deals to attract
small investors into the market
and to hike prices.

The committee had also in-
vestigated into a number of
newly floated companies and
found major discrepancy in as-
sets of Marks Engineer, Won-
derland Toys and BD Luggage as
shown in their prospectus.

PM distributes
cheques among
17 shooters

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday tongratulated
the shooters whio brought home
laurel by taking part in the sec-
ond South-Asian shooting
championship in New Delhi
arnd assured them all help for
greater glory in future, reports
UNB.

"l am very happy. | am proud
of you who have brighten the
image of the country.” she told
them.

A total of 17 shooters taking
part in 11 eventis of the -
+ion bagged 23 medals inclu
nine golds, the highest perfor-
mance shown in any interna-
tional sports so far by the
sportsmen of the country.

Hasina accorded a reception
to the shooters who came (o
meet her at Ganobhaban in the
evening. She presented a bou-
quet and distributed cheques
awarded by National Sports
Council to each of the 17 s -
ers.

Fresh vow
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Justice Shababuddin Ahmed
hosted a reeeption at the
Bangabhaban en the occasion
of Independence Day. The three
visiting presidents as well as
ministers, MPs. freedom fight-
ers. diplomats, intellectuals
and the elite of the city attended
the reception. *

Earlier in the morning,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
addressed a children and lluw&
nile rally held at the National.
Stadium-1.

The day was a public holi-
day. %
Political parties includ%
the ruling Awami League an
opposition BNP, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami arranged

rogrammes. Newspapers
rought out special supple~

ments and Bangladesh Betar

and BTV aired special pro-
grammes. bo

s

P ST, SIS, SRR T ,
(AT A1 '@ T SoAfRe TN S |
12 HIFICE TS B3 - (I G2 AL A0 |-

Rgre Beetma @3 177 AR IS T 2@ |
T FCA WG AT (A0 @S aife T |

g3 HLFD (NFIIATT IO FAFIT AL (531 BIANTR

afrE ME T4y v RFEARNGR A A@AQ-IIAAMW AT AR
FIRCAT IS NG TR | 97 FCA WA TGF - SR 17157 5o

A FIIAZ 8T ZLA 93 A7 sifere qm Rge -
518 TR | FEpfers o Mo g Teovs Brgearirey 3% «ind |

»
TAIZAR- AR @32 CTEFI-TIRAT 92 G20 AT
Ao AZAA [T Frer o Aifex 2ite | (Famfbena
AT MGR AN TSOIgE A |
Ay @H yeER T 3% #Iea |

IR

o5 43R I T fAgye Ted

TCHT AT FHLD! S (A

M I, Rgres

G TN AN ST T |

o1e1 fape RAead aore m @ RgenE e




