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Slc\le!)al: A
ale shook the northern

meawering 5.0 on the Richter _
dislrict of Rasuwa yesterday, but there was no immediate report
. of loss of life or property, officials said, Reuter reports from

earthquake

epali

. The National Seismological Centre said the epicentre of
tremors at 3.13 am (2128 GMT on Monday) was located at
Sarsen village in Rasuwa ‘about 100 km (60 miles) north of
Kathmandu. Residents said shocks were also experienced in
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Road mishap kills 8 in Bangkok:
Eight people, inchuding six Muslim school girls, were

heacd-on collision between a chartered school bus and a heavy

truck in southern Thailand, police said on Tuesday, Reuter

led in a

us, on a sight-seeing excursion, crashed with
the trailer truck in Hau Sai district, Nakorn Si Thammarat
province, about 600 km (360 miles) South of Bangkok. The
accident on Monday night also killed the bus driver and a
woman and left 25 others injured.

EltOll JOhn tums 50 A Flamboyant rock star

Elton John turned 50 Tuesday and joined Britain's music

establishment, AP reports from London.

Britain's 175-year-old Royal Academy of Music celebrated
1alf century by awarding him
honourary membership. its top accolade. Previous recipients
include the composers Richard Strauss, Felix Mendelssohn and
Franz Liszt, Current members include the tenor Jose Carreras.
John studied piano at the Royal Academy in the 1960s and for a

while a classical career beckoned.

3 DPRK men seek asylum in ROK:

Three North Koreans are seeking asylum in South Korea from a
third country. a Seoul intelligence official said yesterday,

State radio said the three were now in Hong Kong.
for national security planning

identified them as relatives of a defector who came to Seoul last
year, but he declined to give details of their whereabouts. "Three
North Koreans are waiting in a third country to come to South
Korea," said the official, who asked not to be identified.

—

Return to barracks, army
asks Albanian deserters

TIRANA, Albania, Mar 25:
Albania's Defence Ministry ap-
pealed for deserters to return to
their barracks and help restore
order Monday, while Europe
sought ways to help without
getting drawn into the violence
that has engullfed the Balkan
nation, reports AF.

Premier Bashkim Fino flew
to Italy seeking European
Union assistance in ending the
chaos that has led nearly
12.000 Albanians to clamber
aboard unseaworthy vessels for
refuge in Italy, and left those
reimaining at the mercy ol crim-
inal gangs that rob. loot and
pillage.

In a sign that it would for-
give deserters. the Defence
Ministry said Albania "is call-
ing on all the soldiers who were
serving in the army and left
temporarily to return to their
barracks and serve their term.

It said the soldiers had to

return "to protect freedom, in-
dependence and territorial in-
tegrity.”

It was not known how many
of Albania's 45,000 troops have
deserted since the turmoil over
[ailed high-risk investment
schemes turned into armed in-
surrection earlier this month.

Nearly all soldiers and po-
lice serving in the south de-
serted their posts after anti-
government protesters began
raiding armories and barracks
for weapons.

With the exception of the
capital and a few areas in the
north loyal to President Sali
Berisha, few police and army
officers remain under govern-
ment command.

Before leaving for Italy, Fino
said that his caretaker govern-
ment's first priority would be to
ask for help in reorganising Al-
bania's police and army.

International

US urges PA to help

stop terrorism

WASHINGTON, Mar 25: The
United States is urging Yasser
Arafat's Palestinian Authoritly
to use its influence to stop ter-
rorists, but says he may have
lost control of Hamas, the group
that claims responsibility for a
suicide bombing in Tel Aviv.
reports AP.

Backing away from state-
ments last week that there was
no evidence to support Israeli
warnings of imminent Pales-
tinian terrorism, State De-
partment officials said Mongday
they were not certain Arafat
authorized attacks on Israeli
civilians.

Spokesman John Dinger
said there was increasing con-
cern that Arafat had "loosened
his grip” on Hamas. And a US
official, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said, "We are not
certain that Chairman Arafat

ave_the green-light” for a vio-
ent response to Israel's deci-
sion to build a new Jewish
neighbourhood in east
Jerusalem — thereby implying
he might have.

"Regardless of what may
have been done in the past,
whatever signals may have
been thought to have been re-
ceived, it's important now to set
the record straight and make
clear there is no room for ter-

rorism in the Middle East." -

Dinger said.

And without criticizing
Arafat. White House secre-
t ‘Mike McCurry said the
United States expected all par-
ties to you “expand 100 per cent
effort” to thwart terrorism,

The militants struck after
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu announced

und would be broken for new

ewish homes in east
Jerusalem - a decision Presi-
dent Bill Clinton criticised as
ill-timed and as shaking the
confidence Palestinians are en-
titled to have in Israel's will-
ingness to negotiate the city's
future.

"What ‘we want now is for
Chairman Arafat and the
Palestinian Authority to make
very, very clear that there is no
place for terrorism in the Mid-
dle East or in the strategy
there,” Di said.

The State Department also

is calling on Aralat to take un-
specified actions, presumably
meaning that the Palestinian

Authority rearrest some guer-
rilla operatives.

Israeli Ambassador Eliahu
Ben-Elissar called on Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright to
discuss Friday's bombing of Tel
Aviv cafe in which three women
were killed and dozens of people
injured and concerns con
by Israel before the attack that
Palestinian terrorists thought

they had a green light from

Arafat.
They also covered in a 45-

minute mnvemh tion "the best
ways to put the peace process
bagk on I:rack, "'sald Gadi Bal-
tiansky, the Israeli Embassy
spokesman. He described the
atmosphere as "very friendly”
but declined to provide further
details. "

Reuter adds: Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat said
today he was ready to meet Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to discuss peace in
the Middle East.

“Why not, if this if for peace |
am ready, but if it is for prgpa-
ganda, it is something differ-
ent.” Arafat said at a news con-
ference in the Sri Lankan capi-
tal Colombo just before ending
his 24-hour visit to the Island.

"Peace is an open target, our
target is a comprehensive,
lasting peace in the area.,”
Arafat said.

"We have worked hard for
peace and don't forget that the
majority of the Israeli people
are for .

Israel has said it has not
closed its door on res Sev-
ered contacts with the Pales-
tinian authority despite a deep-
ening rift in the wake of last
week's suicide attack in Tel
Aviv.

UK asks US to fulfil promis’es‘
to pay UN bills

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 25:
Concerned over attacks on the
United Nations from the US
Congress, the British govern-
ment is reaffirming its supporl
for Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan and urging the Americans
to fulfil promises to pay their
UN bills, reports AP.

The British Mission to the
United Nations on Monday cir-
culated copies of remarks made
last Thursday in the House of
Commons by British Foreign
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind in
support of the world organiza-
tion. !

Speaking to the Commons, i

Rifkind said the United Nations
was uniquely placed to meet
global challenges such as cli-
mate change, environmental
threats and the promotion of
democracy.

prove the repa

welcomed Annan's
"commitment... in setting the
[Inited Nations on the path of
relorm, so that it can better
measure up to these challenges.”
"But to succeed, the United
Nations needs not only to re-
form but also to be able to rely
on the financial resources
which member states have
voted to it," Ritkind said.

The Re ublican-controlled

Congress has withheld pay-
ments of US dues to demand re-
form. President Clinton has
promised to pay the US arrears,
variously estimated between
900 million dirs and 1.6 billion
drls. But has to ap-
yment plan.
Rifkind said he had told US
officials and congressmen that
failure to pay arrears "does the
cause of UN reform no good and
causes resentment among

friends and allies.”

"We need a new and fairer
system of UN financing based
more closely on the principle of
capacity to pay and on the as-
surances that all member states
will in future pay in full," he
said. !

"US critics have insisted
that reforms precede repayment
of the arrears. But Britain and
American's other European al-
lies have argued that Washing-
ton must pay up first since the
US dues constitute a contrac-
tural obligation.

"Once the problem of arrears
has been dealt with, the British
overnment hopes that it will
possible speedily to complete
the process of UN reform and
thus to relaunch the United Na-
tions on its urgent new agenda,”
Rifkind said.

NASA to develop
rocketless space
vehicles

WASHINGTON. Mar 25:
NASA announced plans Mon-
day to develop four unmanned
space vehicles capable of
10 times the speed of soun
without the use of rocket en-
gines, reports AP.

The flive-year, 33.4 million
dirs Hyper-X project will
demonstirate hypersonic
propulsion technologies and

oduce hfuur mental u:i*'

icles, the space agency :
The first fl ﬂl:nu%bcinthc
mid-to late 1999 and conducted
off the coast of Southern Cali-
fornia.

If successful, the flight would
mark the first time a non-
rocket has p a ve-
hicle at speeds greater than
March 5 — five times the speed
of sound.

A booster rocket would carry
each v:hicl:] to tg:: lcﬂ?t flight's
s and altitude. The s -
cﬁwﬂl then launch 1tseﬁauc:-—
ing an "air-breathing” propul-
sion unit.

A rocket carries its own
oxygen for combustion. An air-
breathing vehicle such as the
Hyer-X will burn oxygen that it
has d from the atmo-
sphere. cause of this, the
spacecraft should be able to
::a.rrlz more payload and travel
for longer ranges than rocket-

systems.

4 Maoist guerillas
gunned down 1n

Andhra Pradesh

NEW DELHI, Mar 25: Indian
security forces gunned down
four Maoist guerillas in the
southern ' Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) reported to-
day, says AFP.

A gunbattle eru
village in Meda district
overnight Monday when the
police stormed a gurilla hide-
out, PTI said. A police officer
was injured in the firefight.

The dead men were members
ol the People’'s War Group (PWG]).

ted near a

Coal mine blast
kills 21 1n
China

BEIJING, Mar 25: A coal
mine explosion in China left 21
dead in the Central province of
Henan, a local government offi-
cial said today, reports AFP.

The explosion caused by
methane occurred in the early
afternoon last Thursday in the
town of Pingdingshan, the offi-

cial said by telephone.

Police set up roadblocks
around PNG's parliament

PORT MORESBY. Mar 25:
Armed police set up roadblocks
arounid Papua New Ginea's par-
liament house on Tuesday as
pressure grew for the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister Sir
Julius Chan over his govern-
ment's hiring of foreign merce-
naries, reports Reuter,

Police, some carrying M16
rifles and shotguns. stopped
cars and questioned people
ahead of an expected protest, set
to coincide with an afternoon
sitting of parliament where the
ppposition will call on the
prime minister to step dowmn.

Chan is facing a motion o
force him to resign over a 36
million dollar contract with
the British firm Sandline In-
ternational for mercenaries to
crush a rebellion on Bougain-
ville island.

Thousands of demonstrators

were expected to gather outsidé
parliament and demand his
resignation and there was con-
cern about whether the army
would take part in a planned
march.

Local media said on Tuesday
that peolice had given the army
permission to march as long as
troops were unarmed.

Banks, schools and shops
were all ordered to close for fear
of a repeat of violence which
followed a demonstration last
week outside the army bar-
racks.

The opposition will put a
motion calling on Chan to re-
sign when parliament begins at
2.00 PM (0400 GMT). _

Chan, who has so lar re-
sisted all calls for his resigna-

. tion, also faces a petition {rom

the army calling on him to quit.

Violence claims
36 in Kenya

NAIROBI, Mar 25: Thirty-six
people were killed and 85
wounded when some 200 armed
bandits. believed to be
Ethiopian tribesmen, attacked
a village in northern Kenya, the
Daily Nation newspaper re-
ported today, says A

The raid on Sunday, in the
Kokai area of north Horr ad-
ministrative division border-
ing Ethiopia, was said to have
been carried out by cattle
rustlers from the ,Dasenetch
and Amarkhoke tribes from
Ethiopia, the newspaper said.

The bandits stole some 4,000
head of cattle from Kenyan
herdsmen, Killing those who at-
tempted to pursue the raiders to
recover their livestock.

Cattle rustling and banditry
are comimorn in Kenya's semi-
arid northern and eastern dis-
tricts inhabited mainly by
herdsmen.

- French actress Juliette Binoche smiles as she hul&s the

Oscar she won for best supporting actress for her role in

the film "The English Patient”

Monday during the 69th

Annual Academy Awards in Los Angeles. -

LOS ANGELES. Mar 25: The
English Patient, a poetic por-
trait of a _dnnmecP romance
played out in a landscape of

assion and war, was named

st film of 1996 and dominated
the field Monday at the
academy awards, reports AFP.

A sea of women in lavish
evening gowns and men in for-
mal black jackets applauded as
British director Anthony
Minghella's epic won nine Os-
cars — two shy of the record set
by "Ben Hur" in 1960.

In addition to being named
best picture, the film picked up
Oscars for best director, best
supporting actress (French per-
former Juliette Binoche) and
awards in six other technical
and artistic categories.

“I'm so surprised .... | though
lauren (bacall) was going to get
it and I think she deserves it"
said Binoche as she accepted the
award. "This is a dream.”

A visibly emotional Saul
Zaents, the movie's producer,
said in accepting the best film
award "l said my cup was full
before. Now it runneth over."

But clutching his best son
award — for "You must love me,"
from "evita” — a relieved An-

drew Llgyd Webber quipped:.

“I'm u{uut glad there was no song

in 'the English patient.' |
The film has the scope and

tone that have proven popular

‘with the academy in the past

and had been favored going into
this year's awards. but it failed

— AFP/UNB photo

lo win some major categories.

Australian Geolfrey Rush
won best actor for his role as
emotionally disturbed pianist
David helfgott in "shine,” while
Frances Mcdormand won the
best actress award for her per-
formance as a pregnant police
chief investigating grisly mur-
ders in Fargo.”

Mcdormand beat out Brenda
Blethyn ("secrets and lies") Kris-
tian Scott Thomas ("the English

atient”) Emily Watson
F“brl:aking the waves") and Di-
ane Keaton ("Marvin's room").

In a clear dig at major hol-
lywood studios Mcdormand
praised independent filmmak-
ers "for allowing directors to
make aytonomous casting deci-
sions based on qualifications
and not just market value.”

What had been billed as the
'night of the independent films'
celebrated Mcdormand, rushs,
“The English Patient" as well as
actor director Billy Bob Thorn-
ton, who won best adapted
screenplay for "Sling blade.”

The major studios' only sig-
nificant competitor failed to
win a top award.

"Jerry Maguire" stars tom
cruise as a sports t who un-
dergoes a crisis of faith and

cuba gooding Jr as a profes-
sional football player who
stands by him.

Gooding howerver, won the

‘best supporting actor Oscar for

his OTrTNAance.

Final list

of winners

LOS ANGLES, Mar 25: The
following is a final list of win-
ners at the 69th Annual
Academy Awards announced on
Monday, reports Reuter.

Best picture of the year: "The
English Patient” (Miramax), a
tiger moth production Saul Za-
jntz, producer.

Best ormance by an ac-
tor in a leading role:

Geoffrey Rush in “Shine”
(fine line features)

Best performnance by an ac-
tress in a leading role:

Frances Modormand in
"Fargo” (Gramercy)

Best achievement in direct-
ing.
g“Tl'hl:z English Patien't
(Miramax). Antohony
Minghela best performance by
an actor in a supporting role
Cuba Gooding Jr in "Jerry
M Irc;'rfm.‘:-taﬂ -

st ormance an ac-
tress in a supporting role Juli-
ette Binoche in "The English pa-
tient" (Miramax) best achieve-
ment in art direction. "The En-
glish Patient” (Miramax) art di-
rection Stuart Craing set deco-
ration Stephenie McMillan.

Best achievement in costume
design
"The English Patient”
(Miramax), Ann Roth.

Academy Awards
The English Patient named
best film of 1996

"Hallelujah" gooding ex-
claimed as he accepted the
award. “I'm here and I'm happy
... Tom Cruise | love you, he
added. Pointing Cruise who was
sitting in the audience.

The young actor was the
most visibly exuberant award
recipient jumping on the stage
and shouting "l love you" to the
audience.

The host of the spectacle,
comedian Bfilly Crystal, kept
the audience laughing between
awards. joking that so many
independents were nominated
for oscars that he didn't recog-
nize anyone in the auditorium
where the event was held.

Crystal presented his intro-
ductions with jokes about the
democratic national committee
— the "Biggest money maker” in
Asia — and the venue — "The
Only (US) theatre not showing
one of the 'star wars' movies."

But the evening was not
without its poignant moments,
Boxing legend Muhammad Ali,
— the subject of documentary fe-
ture winner when we were kings
— took to the stage, accompa-
nied by boxer George Foreman,
shaking from his advanced
Parkinson's disease.

The audience, unprompted
by anything mere than Alil's
impressive presence, gave the
former champ a standing ova-
tion, and erupted in cheers
when asked to 'recognize’ his
contributions to society.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, MARCH 261997

Off the Record

SERE 55 MRS 5 RV ¥t

XCLUSIVE

e >

G s

S :

MICHAEL

AND WIFE
DEBBIEWITH &
THEIR NEW SON

10 paces o
AMAZING PICTURES ’

AND HIS FRANKESY EVER INTERVIEW ~ DMLY IN OK!

X
I ] - } ]
; ; T =
-
R .

1 WANT MY |
SON TO LUVE |
A NOEMAL |

e |

e e

This photo released by OK! Magazine Monday shows
singer Michael Jackson (C) his wife Debby Rowe, and
their new baby son. The magazine will publish in its next
edition an interview in which the name of the baby will
bé revealed. Photo courtesy of OK! Magazine.

— AFP/UNB photo

Hillary, Chelsea plunge

into wilderness
DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania: US First Lady Hilla.l:ry Rodham

Clinton and her daughter Chelsea plunge into the
or a close look at east Africa's elephants
reports Reuter.

wilderness Tuesday

Rhinos, Lions and other beasts,
Before the fun, President Clinton's wife is to fly

anzanian

north from

Dar es Salaam to Arusha to visit the intermational criminal

tribunal for Rwanda.

The Clintons were also to visit Olturoto, near Arusha, a Ma-
sal village working to slow the rate of AIDS infection through

various community action.

anzania estimates nearly one -
lion of its citizens will have AIDS by the r:ar 2000,
Hi and daughter are then schedu

ed to de for an area

with little contact with the outside world, the Ngorongoro
Crater, sometimes called "the garden of eden”.
It is the collapsed one of an ancient volcano, approached

steep roads winding

down from the rim. An estimated 30,

animals live in the ¢rater, including lions, elephants, rhinos,

buffalo. gazelle, wildebeest, zebra, ostrich and
and her entourage were to spend today and Wednes-

Hillary

0€S.

day night at the Ngorongoro Serena Lodge, not even equipped

with telephones.

Estrogen.gene influences
time of puberty, breast
cancer risk |

RESTON. Virginia, Mar 25: A
common variation of a gene
that controls estrogen produc-
tion ars to influence when
girls go through puberty and
whether they get breast cancer
someday, reports AP.

Researchers estimate that
having this genetic variation,
which is carried by 40 per cent
of women, may roughly double
the risk of breast cancer and
could be responsible for 30 per
cent of all cases of the disease.

The gene, called CYP17, is
one of several that regulate the
body's production ol estrogen,

the sex hormone that plays a

maior role in breast cancer.
e latest research, con-
ducted by Dr Brian E Henderson

and colleagues from the Uni- -

versity of Southern California,
was presented Monday at a
conference sponsored by the
American Cancer Society.

So far, the search for the
senes that cause breast cancer
has focused largely on two that
are very rare but substantially
increase the risk. These genes,

called BRCAl and BRCAZ, may

raise the risk of breast cancer

20 times or more, especially in

younger women, but they prob-
ably account for only about 4

per cent of all breast cancer.

Researchers are also looking
for' genes that are far more
common but much less likely to
trigger breast cancer. Among
these is CYP17.

This gene holds the code for
making an en e known as
cytochrome P450¢l17. It's in-
volved in one step in the com-

lex chemical pathway in the
Eady that leads to production of
a form of estrogen called estra-
diol.

Every  gets two copies of
the gene, and it comes in at least
two slightly different forms,

which the researchers call Al
and A2. The researchers have
preliminary evidence that
women who get at least one co

of A2 produce more estradiol,
start having menstrual periods
at a younger age and have an in-
creased risk of breast cancer
that spreads to other parts.
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