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Welcome, Mandela,
Arafat, Demirel

SSC exams
of Eng I, 1l
Apr 8 & 10

The examinations of S5C
English tirst pa essay Lype
only and English second paper
(objective and essay type) will
be held in the morning of April
8 and 10 respectively, an offi-
cial handout said yesterday, re-

BSS.

The decision to reschedule
the dates of the examinations of
English first and second papers
was taken at an emergency
meeting held at the Ministry of
Education. The Rractical exarm-
inations will be held as per ear-
lier schedule. the handout said.

The meeting with Education

Minister ASHK Sadek in the
chair reviewed situation of dif-
ferent examination centres and
decided to take tough measures
against unfairmeans adopted
during the examinations in
sSome cenitres.

UNB adds; Education Minis-
ter ASHK Sadeque yesterday
said the government would take
drastic action against the offi-
cials and teachers involved in:
the leakage of 5S5C question-

pap’g?kin to some journalists
at his Gulshan residence in the
evening. he sald actions would
be taken immediately on the
basis of enquiry reports by the
probe comunittees and CID.

See Page 12 Col 3

'DSE price
~ index falls
by 86pts

By Staff Correspondent

The major market indica-
tors of the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change dipped further vesterday
with the All Share Price Index
declining by over B6 points or
severn per cent.

The DSE price 'index de-
clined to | 153.62 points vester-
day from the previous days
1240 points. The markel capi-
talisation was down by Tk 672
crore and closed at Tk 8.960.08
crore from Tk 9,632.16 crore.

Prices of 108 issues suffered

losses while only 9 gained out of

119 traded issues.
However, the volume and
value of the day's transaction

iuereaséd by
per rt%@"rg%&"c

previous days position as more
them 3.03 lakh shares and
debentures valued at Tk 7.06
crore changed hands against
the trading of 2.44 lakh Ei[‘ﬁﬂtﬁ
valued at Tk 6.16 crore on the
previous day.

— Inside Today
Article

|Qur Culture of
Delay

Column: Window
on Asia
by Shahed Latif
ME Peace
Process in Deep
{ Crisis—Danger of
Conflict Looms

Large

Column: Spotlight on
Middle East
by Muslehuddin
Ahmad
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International

Muslim leaders call for
more cooperation
among OIC states
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Business

BJMA expresses con-
cern over loadshe-
dding: Private jute

mills losing 50pc
of production

Seven pc fall in DSE

price index

L Pages 6, 7 -

Today's 16-page issue

r cen )
vely' m

Warm welcome will be ac-
corded to three world leaders
who arrive here today to attend
the state functions of the Silver
Jubilee of Independence.

President Suleyman
Demirel of Turkey, Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat and
President Nelson Mandela of
the Republic of South Africa
will fly in the city this after-
noon on three-day state visits.

The state functions will be
held tomorrow, _

Four jets of the Bangladesh
Air Force will separately escort

A

Nelson Mandela

CHAITRA 11 1403 BS.

By Statf Correspondent

their special aircraft as they en-
ter the Bangladesh airspace,
Twenty one gun salutes will
boom out to herald their arrival
and red carpets will be rolled
out as soon as the leaders step
down from their respective air-
craft al the Zia International
Airport.

President Suleyman
Demirel will be the first to ar-
rive at 1:30 pm. He will be flying
in from Islamabad at the head
of a 127-member entourage that

"would include two ministers

and 30 businessmen.

Yasser Arafat

DHAKA TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 1997

The next to arrive at 2:30 pm
will be Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat. He will be com-
ing from Colombo.

President Nelson Mandela
will be flying straight from his
country and is due to reach
Dhaka at 4 pm.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will be present
at the airport to receive the dis-
tinguished guest.

The foreign leaders., imme-
diately after their arrival. will

Suleyman Demirel

Armed Forces to play last post at
city points at zero hr tonight

Stage is set lor the celebra-
tion ol the Silver Jubilee of the
couniry's independence on
March 26, reports BSS.

Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man declared the independence
of Bangladesh in the wake ol an

five minutes at different points
all-out attack by Pakistani. .ol Dhaka city al 12°%Seaiil to
froops ofi tiarmed civiliafis ™ night by bufle parues ol

Dh and olther parts ol the
coun on the night of March
25, 1971.

Bangladesh was liberated on
Decem 16. 1971 following
the surrender of the occupation
forces after a nine-menth long
Independence War, which
claimed three millien lives.

The government has taken
elaborate preparations to cele-

brate the country's indepen--

dence anniversary and na-
tional day in a befitting man-
ner. ;

‘Black night' of

March 25

Last post will Te plaved for

My,
Navy. Airforce, .BDR, Police and
Ansars, to mark the ‘black
night' of March 25, 1971.

However, there will be no
countrywide blackbut at zero
hour which was scheduled ear-
lier., a press release of the
Armed Forces Division of the
Prime Minister's Oflice said
last night.

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
issue separate messages on the
occasion of Independence and

Bangabandhu murder case

Charge-framing deferred to Apr 6

e
gl

Col (retd) Shahriar (L) and Col (retd) Farooq — accused in
Bangabandhu murder case — were produced before court

yesterday.

— Star photo

National Day — March 26,
according to UNB.
The day will be a public hol-

iday.

f’:latinnal flag will be hoisted
atop at all government and pri-
vate buildings and establish-
mepts. Main rgads and road is-
landg in the city will be deco-
raterd with mintature flags and
buntings. :

Commertnorating the mar-
tyrs of the Liberation War, Pres-
ident Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime- Minister
Sheikh Hasina will lay wreaths
at the National Mausoleum at
Savar. '

Wreaths will also be placed
on the portrait of country's in-
dependence leader Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man at Bangabandhu Museum
at Dhanmondi in the city at

See Page 12 Col 7

By Staff Correspondent

The charge-framing ol the
Bangabandhu murder case was
deferred to April 6 alter yester-
day's proceedings at the court of
District and Sessions Judge.
Dhaka.

The date was shifted as the
defence lawyers of the six ar-
rested accused in the case sepa-
rately submitted before the
court for supply of certilied
copies of statements of wit-
nesses which were recorded un-
der Section 164 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC), be-
fore the framing of the charges.

Special Public Prosecutor
Serajul Haq, informed the court
that the necessary papers were
supplied to the authorities con-
cerned in time.

But he admitted that prepa-
ration of 25 copies of the neces-
sary papers and documents was
not possible within a short
time.

After hearing both the de-
fence and the prosecution sides,

judge Kazi Golam Rasul
rescheduled the date for charge
framing.

The court. in its previous

sitting on March 12, had fixed
yesterday for the framing of
charge.

One of the accused, lormer
Military officer Mohiuddin.
was allowed to see his family
for 10 minutes before he was be-
ing taken to jail after the pro-

See Page 12 Col 1

. said yesterday.

Govt to appoint
some woman
joint secys

The government has decided
to appoint some woman offi-
cials to the post of joint secre-
taries on contractual basis or
deputation from the President's
10 per cent quota for a two-year
term, reports BS5.

An official handout said the
woman would be selected from
those who are working in dif-
ferent ministries, divisions and
autonomous bodies, organisa-
tions and offices under the gov-
ernment.

The officials who are work-
ing in the 7800-9000 taka scale
will be selected for the proposed

posts.

Indian team due

today to see
repatriation
arrangements

All arrangements have al-
most been finalised for repa-
triation of 6,700 Bangladeshi
Chakma refugees from camps
in Indian state of Tripura in the
first” phase. officials in Dhaka
reporis UNB.

Preparations are underway
for repatriation of another
batch of the refugees within a
month, they said, adding that
adequate security and proper
rehabilitation measures have
been taken for the returnees.

Retugees who will be return-
ing from two points — Ramgarh
and Tabalchhari — will be re-

See Page 12 Col 6

Double murder:

Two arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were picked up
by police in connection with the
killing of two young men on
Saturday in Motijheel.

Without giving further de-
tail. the duty officer at Moti-
jheel thana said that the two
'Lad been taken into custody
late Sunday night for interroga-
tion.

Shishir and Amal were
gunned down by an unidentified
gang inside the office ol a pri-
vate recruiting agency, Metro
Trade International, located at
Motijheel Commercial Area in

the qity on Saturday evening.

3 Bt L legaers‘

arrested in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 24:
Three Bangladesh Chatra
League leaders including the
Fcnera] secretary of MES col-
ege students union were ar-
rested by Detective Branch po-
lice last night.

Police said they were wanted
in connection with a number of
Erimlnnl cases including mur-

er.

ICC TROPHY

Bangladesh beat
Argentina by
five wickets

Bangladesh beat Argentin
by five wickets in the 1CC Tro-
pf]}r in Kuala Lumpur yesterday,
the opening day ol the meet, re-
ports UNB. -

Naimur Rahman Durjoy hit
a breezy 53 off 43 balls as a
make-shift opener, helping
Bangladesh to reach 142 for {ive
in 24 overs to overhaul Ar-

entina's modest 138 in the
roup B opener at the Univer-
sity ground.

The 21-year-old right
handed batsman was also suc-
cessful with his off-spin
claiming three for 21.

In their second group match.
Bangladesh will meet West
Africa at the PKNS ground to-
day.

R i,

Bangladeshis in US worried as tougher

NEW YORK. Mar 24: With a

new US immigration law set to

take effect from April 1. New
York's huge immigrant com-
munity is facing its worst crisis,
reports UNB.

Many of them are worried
that they will be asked to leave
the country with no legal re-
course at their disposal to chal-
lenge such an order.
Bangladeshis will be amon
those to be se affected. :

The immigration law,

ssed last year by

ess and sig by Presi-
dent Clinten in an election

the US

year, makes it hard for many
immigrants to stay in this

country and find {nhs legally.

It makes equally difficult for

many legal immigrants to
sponsor their close relatives
unless they meet certain re-
guirements.

Immigrants who are allowed
to live and work in the US while
their applications for legal sta-
tus are begin processed now
have six months to straighten
their documents. The clock be-

gins ticking for "them from
April 1 and it will stop on
September 30.

The deadline could be ex-
tended if the Congress agrees to
a Clinton administration re-
quest.

Under other provisions of
the law, those who remain ille-
gally in the US for six months
or more will be barred from re-

entering for three vears if they
leave the LIS or it they are de

ed Those who stay illegally
or a year or mmore can be barred
for 10 vears

The New York Times, quot
i US immigration officials
n..;fd' last week. legal immi
grants and citizens wanting to

immigration law takes effect Apr 1

sponsor a family member cur-
rently staying in the US ille-
gally will still be able to do so,
as long as thcgr Ra}r a 1,000.US
dollar line and file the applica-
tion by September 30.

Immigrants from
B and other countries
in the Sub-continent will also
be affected by a new provision
of the law which sets new in
come reqguirement for each
family wanting to sponsor a
close relative to the LS.

To be eligible to sponsor, a
tamily of four will now have to

See Page 12 Col 4
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Autonomy Commission recommendations

Proposal likely for placing Betar,

BTV under special JS body

The state-run electronic
media — Bangladesh Betar and
Bangladesh Television (BTV) —
should be made accountable to a
special parliamentary commit-
tee instead of the Ministry of
Information.

This is likely to be included
as one of the major recommen-
dations of the government ap-
pointed 'Radio, TV Autonomy
Commission;’ sources in the
commission said.

Formed on September 7 last

" year to recommend measures

for autonomy of the state-run
electronic media, the Commis-
sion is now at the tinal stage of
preparing its report.

A well-placed source in the
16-member Commission told
The Daily Star that the Com-
mission found "highly restric-
tive and regulatory adminis-
trative and financial authority
in the state-run media, which
now don't even enjoy minimum
level of delegated power."

The Commission, headed by
a former Secretary, M Asatud-
dowla. was scheduled to submit
its report by March 8. But. dur-
ing a recent meeting with the
Prime Minister. the Comnpis-
sion members sought some
more time for preparing the re-
port and subsequently the time
was extended till June 30.

In addition to squesting
formation of a special parlia-
mentary committee, the Com-
mission is likely to recommend
constituting a five-member
'National Broadcasting Com-

By Reaz Ahmad

mission’ to monitor radio and
TV programmes on a weekly-
basis. a code of conduct. a news
value guideline and-drastic eco-
nomic and administrative re-
forms.

The Commission Chairman
told this correspondent last
week that the terins ol reference
(TOR) of the Commission in-
cludes making suggestions lor
autonomy. bringing dynamism,
l:{ualit.ative improvement in ra-
dio and TV programmes. en-
hancing administrative disci-
pline and recommendations for
opening private TV channels.

M Asafuddowla further ex-
plained that the three basic
points of the code of conduct
would be: A) Nation's indepen-
dence. sovereignty and cultural
inltegrity. B] Propriely and
decorum and C) Plugging the
loopholes for propagating
party-ideology.

‘News value guideline” would

JSJ to gherao TV
Bhaban today

The Jatiyatabadi Sangskri-
tik Jote (J5J). an alliance of
pro-BNP cultural orgnaisa-
tions, will gheruo the BTV Bha-
ban at 10 am today, reports
UNB.

They will demonstrate there
protesting nepotism, politici-
sation. one-sided publicity an
distortion of history in the
state-run betar and TV. and de-
manding their autonomy.

be the most important portion
of the report, he said. "We will
recommmend for discontinuing
the ‘protocol value’ that often
supersede news value, TV cam-
era will nol necessarily move to
a spol just because of the Prime
Minister s presence or a minis-
ter cutting ribbons. rather news
will be covered based on its im-
portance in national interest’.
Asaluddowla, also the
Chairman ol Sonali Bank and a
renowned musician, disclosed
that "in our report, there will be
recommendatiens for higher
pay-scale. fees and royalties.
provision for 'production-on-
contract’ like package drama.
recruiting 10 roving corresporn-
dents in Dhaka and ENG
(electronic news gathering)
units in each greater districts’.
Six chapters of the Commis-
sion's report would dwell on:
Background; a brief on TOR
(terms of reference): existing
condition of Betar and BTV: fi-
nancial and Administrative
Rules; what these should be and;
code of conduct. Of these, four
chapters have already been pre-
pared while the remaining two
chapters are being prepared.
Recently. the Commission
members had exchanges of
views with some experts from
BBC. Voice of America [VOA).
and NHK of Japan. Meanwhile,
UNDP agreed to provide fund
for arranging Commission
niembers visits to the head-
quarters of NHE. BBC. Doordar-

See Page 12 Col 4

Link between hartal call & arrests ruled out

4 BNP leaders were involved

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that she
had nothing to say against
hartal as she herself gave scores
6F hartal calls«n the past. -

"But why she called hartal
this time? She was always vo-
cal against hartal,” Hasina said
referring to Sunday's country-
wide hartal called by BNP chief
and Leader ol the Opposition in
the Jatiyva Sangsad Begum
Khaleda Zia.

+ The Prime Minister was re-
plying to questions at a press
conference at the Zia Interna-
tional Airport last night upon
her return from Pakistan.
Sheikh Hasina attended the
special OIC sumimit in Islam-
abad.

By Staff Correspondent

"They (BNP] are protesting
against giving lransit to India.
but it was late President Ziaur
Rahman who had first agreed to

it and:the transit issue was saby,»

sequently followed-up by for-
eign, conunerce and communi-
cations ministers of their gov-
ernments.” She also wanted ex-
planation from critics how [n-
dia would be able to use the
transit facility for military
uUrposes.

. The Prime Minister replayed
to a volley of questions from
newsmen and talked about the’
one-day OIC Sumimit.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad. Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria, Dhaka city
Mayor Mohammad Hanil. State

in destructive activities: PM

Minister for Fﬁri:ign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury and

. State Minister for Information

Abu Sayeed were present,

¢ others, during the prass
conference at the VVIP Lounge
of the airport.

Turning to the ruling party's
claim of hartal-hour killings in
Chittagong., Natore and
Laxmipur on Sunday. Sheikh
Hasina asked. "Why are they
sefting jute godowns on flire,
why are they uprooting rail
tracks only ‘after nirre months
of installation of government?”

She compared the post-Inde-
pendence scenario with the pre-
sent situation and said., "The
same way, jute godowns were set

See Page 12 Col 4

Mannan Bhuiyan tells protest rally

BNP has no link with
destructive activities

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan said yes-
terday that his party was never
involved in any destructive ac-
tivities in the past and it will
not get involved in any such
acts in the future.

"Our party has no link now,
neither had any in the past nor
it will have any links with any
act harmful to the country and
its people in the future,” he told
a protest rally in front of BNF's
Purana Paltan central office in
the city yesterdav afternoon.
"We'll rather resist any destruc-

tive acl hy any quarter”.
Bhuiyan added.
The BNP Secretary General's

statement came a day after a
BNP called half-day hartal was
observed throughout the coun-
try.
The ruling Awami League
blamed the BNP for the destruc-
tive activities during the hartal
while the latter said those were
acts of sabotage.

The rally was organised
protesting tf‘;e attacks on for-
mer Home Minister Abdul
Matin Choudhury and others
allegedly by the ruling partly ac-
tivists during Sunday's hartal
and arrests of BNP workers by
police.

Addressing the rally as chief
guest, Mannan Bhuiyan blasted
the AL government for repres-

JCD sweeps
EUCSU polls

_ By DU Correspondent

Candidates from the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) yes-
terday swept the full panel in
the cl)::ctiunu of the Engineering
University Central Studen's
Union (EUCSU) held yesterday

According to unofficial re
sults, Tareq Bin Aziz of JCD
was elected Vice President se-
euring 1557 votes while his
nearest rival Anwar Zahid of
BCL polled 1162 voles.

Kamal Hossain from JCD
panel was elected General Sec-
retary securing 1347 votes
while his nearest rival Ahmed
M Murshed from Chhaltra
Union got 535 votes. |

All other office-bearers from

See Page 12 Col 3

sion” on his party workers and
its "anti-people’ activities,
"Only history will determine
the course of the current agita-
tion if the government does not
refrain from its undemocratic
practices.” ,

Successiul observance of
Sunday's hartal demonstrated

See Page 12 Col 3

City BNP
meets today

An emergency meeting of the
Dhaka City wunit of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) will be held at 10 am to-
day at the gart},r's central office.
reports UND.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan MP will
attend the meeting as chief
puest.

City BNP convenor Sadeq
Hossain Khoka MP has re-
quested presidems and general
secretaries of every thana unit, ~
central leaders and presidents
and general secretaries of front

See Page 12 Col 1

on open auction.

Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most ideally located Commer-
cial-cum-Residential Plot No 37 of Road
'No 45, Gulshan North Commercial Area
having roads on two sides measuring
more or less 1336.28 Sqr Metre (19.97
katha) will be allotted for 99 years lease

Applications on prescribed form with
terms and conditions to be obtained
from Janata Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch,
Dhaka on payment of Tk 500/- (Five
hundred) only in cash for each set
(non-refundable) and will be received by |
the Deputy Director (Estates), Rajuk from |

’ the intending bidders up to 2:00 PM on

12-4-97.

“ The auction will be held on 13-4-97

DFP-6647-20/3

G-816
TR

in the Conference Room, 3rd floor of the |
| Rajuk .Bhaban, Dhaka at 10:00 AM.

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

—
- m—

Chairman |

Dhaka




