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Detention of
BNP leaders:
Showcause

on govt

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday di-
rected the government to show-
cause by Sunday as to why the
detentions of Dr Khandker
Mosharraf Hossain, MP and
‘joint Secretary General of BNP,
Abdul Mannan, MP. Mirza Ab-
bas. Jubo Dal President and
Ga{eshwar Chandra Roy, Jubo
Dal General Secretary. should
not be declared illegal and
without lawful authority.

The division bench of the HC
comprising Justice MM Haque
and Justice Md Hasan Amin
also fixed next Monday for
hearing of the rules.

The detenus were arrested
from their respective city resi-
dences in the early hours on
Thursday and were given 30
d detention under the Spe-

Powers Act, 1974.

Wives of the detentus sepa-

rately filed the habeas corpus
writs.
. Barrister Maudud Ahmed
assjisted by Advocate Azizul
Huq, Barrister Mahbubuddin
Khokon. Advocate Fakhruddin
and Humayun Kabir Bulbul, ap-
peared for the petitioners.

Track ’uprooted*

| killed in train
accident near
Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 23: At
least one passenger was killed
and four others injured in a
train accident early today on
Chittagong-Dohazari line at
Hashimpur, 25 miles off the
city. police and Railway sources
said.

The dead person could not be
identified. ‘F‘rele injured were
admitted to a local hospital.

The passenger train from
Dohazari bound for the port
city met with the accident at
around 5 am while its engine
and two bogies skidded off the
track.

caused the &cétdﬁﬂ. Police offi-
See Page 12 Col 7

One dies 1n fire
at Natore
jute godown

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Mar 23: One person
died of suffocation when he
tried to put out a fire at a jute

Shah Alam. 22, a college
student, attempted to put out
fire at the jute godown at Chalk
Baidyanath near the town. The

own was set on fire allegedly

y a group of people durin
ha.-rtaﬁ{oum. i i

Alam died due to suffocation
while two more injured persons
were admitted to the Sadar
Hospital. hospital sources said.

Local Awami League leaders
blamed the BNP activists for
setting the godown on fire and
claimed Alam to be an activist
of its student wing,

Denying the involvement of
the BNP in the fire incident, the
local BNP MP claimed the Shah
Alam had died in an accident
and their political opponents
Erfrr using it to discredit the

NP.

Newspaper
transports
attacked
during hartal

. By Staff Correspondent

The pro-hartal activists at-
tacked several newspaper
transports in different parts of
the city yesterday injuring
some journalists and newspa-
per employees.

pa transports were
exempted {rom the purview of
the eight-hour hartal. called by
the BNP.

See Page 12 Cal 1

Inside Today

International

Arafat urges Islamic

leaders to rescue
Jerusalem from Israel

| Junta sounds warning
in the wake of racial

unrest in Myanmar
Page 8
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Business

Dhaka seeks continued
US support for
development

Capital flow to deve-
loping states hits
record high

i Pages 6,7

l

Developing relations with
the fraternal country of
Bangladesh is a high priority
for Turkey, said Suleyman
Demirel, President of Turkey
who arrives in Dhaka tomor-
row for a three day official
visit.

“The current trade volume of
25-30 million US dollars is far
too little. We must overcome all
obstacles to increase our trade
volume. In this respect we must
seriously consider establishing
direct air link immediately. an
agreement for which is expected
to be signed shortly. We must
also activate Maritime Agree-
ment signed between us.”

Exclusive interview with The Daily S
Better ties with Bangladesh a priority
for Turkey: President Demirel

By Mahfuz Anam

Speaking to The Daily Star
in an exclusive interview in his
Presidential Palace in the
Turkish capital, Ankara, Pres-
ident Demirel underscored the
fraternal and historic ties that

Full text on pages4 &5

exists between Bangladesh and
Turkey and extended Turke?"s
1S

all out supllgort for Banglades
struggle for economic ad-

vancement and building a
‘Sonar Bangla'. He expressed op-

timism about joint ventures.

and asked businessmen of bot_h
countries to explore possibili-
ties of investment.

He stressed on cooperation
between small and medium size
enterprises of the two countries,
noting that Turkey's small en-
terprises are the backbone of
the economy. Turkey and
Bangladesh can find many such
enterprises which can join
their efforts to fight their way
into the developed markets.

President Demirel appeared
to be fully aware of the eco-
nomic and development chal-
lenges that Bangladesh was fac-
ing and said Turkeiy will always
stand on the side of Bangladesh
in her endeavours to create a
better and more prosperous so-
ciety for her people.

100 hurt in clashes during

hartal, 250 arrested

le includin

former home minister Abdu

Matin Chowdhury and three po-
licemen were injured as pickets
clashed with police and anti-
hartal activists in the city and
at some other places during the
8-hour countrywide hartal yes-
terda]}; called by the BNP. '

Lile was paralysed across the
i:uuntri with motorised trans-

orts keeping off the roads,
siness centres shuttered and
educational institutions re-
maining closed during the har-
tal hours. Movement of trains
was partially disrupted. Mongla
Paort remained inoperative
while cargo handling was par-
tial in Chittagong Port with no
movement of goods to and from
there. .

About 250 people were ar-
rested. 151 from different parts
of the city, on charge of damag-
ing vehicles. blasting bombs
and disrupting nnrma!f life dur-
ing the hartal period. police
said.

In the city. about 50 people

At least 100 peop

pucecl in-clashes in Mis... ..

ar, New Market. Topkhana
oad. Shajahanpur.

Lalbagh

' By Staff Correspondent

and Gulistan areas, witnesses
and hospital sources said. Of
the injured persons, 15 were
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). hos-
pital sources said. '
According Lo our correspon-
dents and police sources, K 20
people were injured in Ra-
jshahi. eight in Chittagong, two
in Natore and 20 in Khulna and

Repressive policy
to hasten AL'S
fall: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson and Leader
ol the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia has said the gov-
ernment has resorted to repres-
sion as it was afraid of. what
she said, the people's sponta-
reous support to yesterday's
hartal, reports UNB.

“This repressive policy will
hasten their fall,” she said
briefly addressing a sponta-
neous gathering. in_ front ol

BNE_czulicl olfce Last pight. . .
Be ha

guny Zia said thatl alter as-

Jessore. Police sources in
Khulna. when contacted, said
20 people were injured in
Khulna and Jessore but did not
give the break-up.

The opposition BNP called
the hartal to protest what it
called the government's giving
transit facility to India and
planned import of power from
that country. move to form a
sub-regional grouping and the
crisis of power across the coun-
try and water crisis in the city.

Former home minister and a
BNP leader Abdul Matin
Chowdhury was injured in the
head near the Bangabandhu
Avenue as a pro-hartal proces-
sion. led by him. reportedly
came under attack at around 10
am. He was rushed to the
DMCH.

Talking to The Daily Star
from the Coronary Care Unit
(CCU) of the hospital. he alleged
that a group of people with
bamboo sticks and Knives al-
tacked the procession.

Chowdhury also alleged that
the attackers came from cempral
ollice ol the ruling Awami

See Page 12 Col
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He underlined the need for
increased contacts between the
business community of the two
countries, especially of the
small and medium sizes. and
invited Bangladeshi en-
trepreneurs to visit Turkey
more, and vice versa. He said
that there are 50,000 small and
medium size Turkish enter-
prises in the European Union
with about 37,000 in Germany
alone. A linkage between this
vibrant Sector of the Turkish
economy with that of
Bangladesh will be of great mu-
tual benefit. he said.

See page 4
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7-pt action plan placed at Special Summit

Dhaka’s call to inyest surplus

resources

ISLAMABAD. Mar 23: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called
upon the OIC nations who have
surplus resources to invest
those within the Islamic world
for meaningful cooperation
among the member states. re-
ports UNB.

Addressing the Extraordi-
nary Summit of OIC hére today.
she said the Islamic countries
could help each other with their
€Normous manpower resources,
expertise and technical skill in
all spheres.

"As we stand on the thresh-
old of the 21st century, let us
pledge ourselves to renew our ef-
forts to give meaning and sub-
stance through concrete action
to unity and solidarity of the
Organisation of Islamic Con-
ference.” Hasina said in her de-
liberation in Bengali.

To that end. the Bangladesh
Prime Minister placed the fol-
lowing seven-point plan ol ac-
tion for implementation:

* Ensuring early implemen-
tation of the various resolu-
trlnn:: aml_‘faauun plan flor

See Page 12 Col 3
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Sheikh Hasina addressing the extraordi-
nary summit of the OIC in Islamabad yesterday.
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" PID photo

BNP activists helping their leader former home minister Abdul Matin Chowdhury who was
injured while leading a procession in the city during hartal hours yesterday. — Star photo

] People observed hartal |

spontaneously: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan. MP, yes-
terday claimed tﬁat over 100
party workers and leaders in-
cluding former home minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury were
injured in attacks by the "pro-
government terrorists and the
police” during the hartal in the
city.

Police arrested more than
200 party workers from differ-
ent parts of the city during the
hartal. he alleged.

He was addressing a press

2 killed by 'BNP
mastans' during

hartal: AL

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League joint secre-
tary Md Abdul Jalil in a state-
ment yesterday condemned.
what he said. the killings by
BNFP mastans during the har-
tal-hours and demanded im-
mediate arrest of the killers.

Jalil said. one person was
killed and several others were
l'nfiurr.-d in a train accident in
C uua,gﬂny_ as armed terrorists
of BNP' uprooted the railway
tracks there and Md Fazlul

See Page 12 Col 8

conference at the Minto Road
official residence ol the Leader
of the Opposition after the har-
tal.

The BNP will hold a public
meeting in front of its Purana
Palton central office in the city
at 4 pm today to protest the at-
tack on and arrest of party
workers and leaders, he said.

Repl ying to a question. the
BNPF leader said that his part
had no plan now to call a I'real‘l;
hartal. The next course ol ac-
tion will depend on the gov-
ernment's performance. he
added.

The hartal was observed
spontaneously by the people de-
spite government's pre-hartal
"repressive measures,” the BNP
leader claimed. "This proved
people's all out support to our
demands and disapproval of the
government's anti-people ac-
tivities including giving transit
to India.’

'We hope the government
will realise its misdeeds and
refrain from imposing any-
thing on the nation. doing
anyt ing unilaterally in future

We dont know where the
country will be pushed to if the
government continues its cur-
rent practices.” Mannan
Bhuiyan said.

See Page 12Col 5

Alleged share
scam: Probe
body given

3 more days
By Staff Correspondent

The probe committee formed
to investigate alleged manipu-
lation in the stock market dur-
ing a frenzied bull run last year
has been given three more days
to complete its report, officials
said.

The committee was sched-
uled to submit its report yester-
day to the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC). the
watchdog of the capital market,
after its tenure was extended
twice since its formation on De-
cember 27.

The SEC constituted the five-
member probe body headed by
Prof Amirul Islam. Vice-Chan-
cellor of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity. amidst allegations of
widespread manipulations in
the capital market.

It was given a mandate to
complete the probe in one
month. sifting through piles of
documents related to transac-
tions during the bull run. The
wild bull kicked-up the all-
share price index at Dhaka
Stock Exthangr (DSE) to a
dir.zyirlﬁehci ht of above 3600 in
November. The share price in-
dex at Chittagong Stock Ex-
change [(CSE) also witnessed
similar increase.

See Page 12 Col 4

Hasina calls on
Leghari

ISLAMABAD. Mar 23: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called
on Pakistani President Farooq
Ahmed Leghari at the interna-
tional conference centre here
this evening, reports BSS.

Sheikh Hasina. while talk-
a1 about the signing ol 30-year
water sharing agreement with
India, told Leghari that the
agreement would help her coun-
try achieve economic prosper-
iy.

The Prime Minister hoped
that the countries in this region
should live in peace and har-
mony for the benefits of the
peoples.

Reciprocation her feeling
Leghari said that countries of
this sub-continent need peace to
concentrate on economic devel-
opment. ;

Leghari, while recalling his
long stay in Bangladesh in var-
ious capacities as a civil ser-
vant, appreciated the progress
made by Bangladesh.

" Sheikh Hasina and Leghari
also held an exclusive meeting
for some time.

Ctg BNP factions
hold separate
rallies during

hartal

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 23: In-
tra-party rivalry in Chittagong
chapter of BNP surfaced again
as rival factions organised sep-

| arate rallies and programmes

in support of hartal.

The rival factions were led
by former minister Abdullah Al
Noman. who is also the covenor
of the city committee of the
party and Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury. who was inducted
into BNP from NDP. party
sources said.

Despite BNP high com-
mand's instruction for holdin
a joint rally during the harta
period, the faction led by
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury
held the rally at. Laldighi
Maidan while the Noman-

See Page 12 Col 8
Tower cullapses

Phone services 1n
coastal, off-shore
areas snapped

A telecom tower at Chilim-
pur in Chittagong collapsed in a
storm early today. snapping
telephone services in coastal
and off-shore areas. reports
UNB.

A T&T press release said
trunk, NWD. OTV system and
cardphone services in Bara-
bkunda, Mirersarai, Swandip
and Shantirhat areas went out
ol order.

Besides, information chan-
nel to ships in the Bay was also
disrupted.

3accords to be sig‘ned
during Demirel's visit

By Staff Correspondent

Expansion ol bilateral eco-
nomic and cultural cooperation
will be the main focus at the ol-
ficial talks during the ensuing
state visit of President Suley-
man Demirel of Turkey.

Three agreements are also
likely to be signed between
Dhaka and Ankara during
Demirel's three-day visit to
Bangladesh bedinning tomor-
row. sources coiicerned said.

The agreements are on cul-
tural exchange for three years,
civil aviation protocol for es-
tablishing air links and the
other on cooperation on envi-
ronment and protection of na-
ture.

The Turkish President will
lead a 127-member delegation
that would include two minis-
ters and 30 businessimern.

Talking to The Daily Star
yvesterday. Turkish Ambassador

| to Bangladesh Kemal Ozcan

Davaz said that the current
visit would help expand the ex-
isting economic and cultural
ties between (wo countries
which has a shared heritage.

He said that the scope and
modalities ol cooperation on
commercial and economic
fronts between the two coun-

iries wilk receive altention
during the visit of the Turkish
President.

The large enourage of Turk-
ish businessmen accompanying
the President would also look
into the prospect for joint ven-
ture collaboration and increas-
ing trading, the envoy said.

A date for holding the next
meeting of Joint Economic
Commission between
Bangladesh and Turkey is also
likely to be agreed at the official
talks between Turkish Presi-
dent Suleyman Demirel and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
The official talks would be held
at the International Conference
Centre late afternoon tomor-
row,

The official talks are ex-
pected to be followed by a joint
press conference by the visiting
President and the Prime Minis-
ler.

In separate programmes Lo-
morrow, representatives ol the
official delegation will attend a
roundtable at the Independent
University at Baridhara the
subject of which would be
‘Turkey on the threshold of the
2 1st century.

See Page 12 Col 4

Bangladesh take on

The International Crickel
Conlerence [(1CC] associate
members trophy. the biggest
cricket festival. begins in
Malaysia today. reports LUNB.

Twenty-two teams, includ-
ing Bangladesh. are taking part
in the World Cup gualifying
meel split into four groups.

Top three teams ot the ICC
trophy will earn the right to
play in the next World Cup
Cricket to be held in England in
1999,

Eight matches will be held
on the opening day with Bang-
ladesh taking on Argentina in a
Group B tie at the Rubber
Research Institute ground, near
Kuala Lumpur, the capital of
Malaysia.

The day's other matches:
Bermuda vs Italy. Malaysia vs
Denmark. Holland vs East &
Central Alrica. USA vs Singa-

re. UAE vs West Africa, Ire-
and vs Gibraltar and favourite
Kenya vs Israel.

Bangladesh, considered the
second seed in the 22-team fra
after runners-up Kenya, wil

lay West Africa on March 25
Fl‘uesday]. Denmark Mar 27
(Thursday), UAE Mar 29 (Satur-
day) and Malaysia Mar 30

ICC TROPHY

(Sunday) in the group engage-
ments.

Bangladesh team, which ho-

s to earn a World Cup cricket
»erth, reached Malaysia on
March 14 and pla
warm-up matches there.

three

Bangladesh Betar is expected
to broadcast running commen-
tary of the Bangladesh matches
from next Saturday.

Nor'wester

lashes
Barisal:
3 killed
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 23: Three
persons were killed and forty
injured when a nor'wester
lashed Barisal and nine thanas
of the district late last night.

The severe storm started at
about 2:15 am with a speed of at
least on hundred kilometres per
hour. More than two hundred
thatched houses were razed to
the pground, several hundred
irees uprooted and standing
crops on hundreds ol acres
damaged during the storm.

The deceased were identified
as Abdur Rab, 18. Selina
Akhtar. 20, and Hatem Khan,
35. They died after being
trapped under their collapsed
houses at Kazirchar village un-
der Mehendiganj thana.

One Ensar Bibi, 70, was ad-
mitted to the Mehendiganj
Thana Health Complex in a
critical condition.

The power supply snapped
during the nor'wester, resumed
today.

According to Meteorological
Department. 32mm rainfall
was recorded during the storm.
No detail reports could imme-
diately be received from the
Agriculture Department or the
district administration.

Bangabandhu murder

Framing of
charges
may begin
today

By Staff Correspondent

Charge-framing in Lthe
Bangabandhu murder case 1s
scheduled to begin today in the
court of District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka. Kazi Golam Ra-
sul.

Of the 24 chargesheeted ac-
cused in the case. six are facing
trial. 14 have been absconding
and the names of four were 1ot
sent up for trial as they were
dead.

The six lacing the trial are
former military officers Syved
Farookur Rahman. Shahriar
Rashid ~Kham Mohiuddin
Ahmed and Wahab Joardar.
former state minister Tahe-
ruddin Thakur. and Zobaida
Rashid. wife of absconding ac-
cused and former army officer
Abdur Rashid Khandaker.

Following instructions from
the court. the povernment had
recently nominated dcelence
lawyers tor the 14 absconding
accusecd. The court also in:

See Page 12 Col 8

Zobaida Rashid’s
bail stayed

By SC Correspondent

The Appellate Division or-
dered stay of operation of the
High Court judgement granting
bail to Zobaida Rashid. only
female accused in the Banga-
bandhu murder case. _

Justice Latifur Rahman ot
the Appellate Division in his
residence upon an application
of the government yesterday
evening passed the stay order
and fixed the matter for hearing
on March 31.

Yesterday afternoon the di-
vision bench of the H C com-
prising Justice Mahmudul
Amin Chowdhury and Justice
Shah Alen Naim Mominur
Rahman gave the verdict on the
Criminal Revision for bail.

Zobaida Rashid, wife of Col
(dismissed) Khandkar Abdur
Rashid. was arrested on
November 2, 1996 in a arms
case and subsequently she was
shown arrested in the Banga-
bandhu murder case.

See Page 12 Cal 3

Chaos at Jhenidah
dist AL confce

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Mar 23: The bi-
enmial council conference of the
Jhenidah district Awami
League was held here last night.

According to witnesses,
some Awami League activists
started agitating when Amir
Hossain Amu. an AL presidium
member told the meeting that
the district committee would be
announced after discussions
with the central members. They
demanded a free and fair elec-
tion.

During the meeting some
crackers were exploded and
stones hurled at the Jhenidah
Circuit House. Some an ac-
tivists also threw brick bats at
the vehicle of Amir Hossain
Ainu. the witnesses added.

“ EUCSU polls
today

By DU Correspondent

Elections of the Engineering
University Central Students
Union (EUCSU) and eight hall
unions are being held today.

Forty-nine candidates from
seven panels, including an in-
de ent el, are contesting
fnrpf:wn mﬁ? in the EUCSU.

The student organisations
participating in the elections
are — the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), Jatiyatabadi

Chhatra Dal (JCD), Samaj-
See Page 12 Col 3



