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Touts in City

In general, there is no ambi-
guity in people's mind about the
meaning of tout. A tout is a low
fellow who stoops to devious
means to make improper fi-
nancial gains. In Dhaka city.
touts are a growing phe-
nomenon in every field of activ-
ity of government. semi-gov-
ernment and autonomous or-
ganisations. As they perform
the role of middlemen., they
tend to create a distance be-
tween the concerned people and
officials of relevant authorities
who are competent to deliver
the goods. and thereby make
improper gains. In fact. it is al-
leged that people concerned
with activities in government
offices and courts are virtually
regulated by these touts.

The Bangladesh Secretariat
is said to be a tavourite haunt of
certain classes ol touts. It is al-
leged that it is difficult to detect
their modus operandi. Various
kinds of deals are conducted
here through the agency of
touts. In all such deals theré is
obviously a linkage with vari-
ous facades of corruption. It is
also reported that in their
methodology, some clever Louts
use subtle techniques lo clinch
their deals. There were reports
that in their operations some
veteran touts make use of hid-
den mini-tape recorders, so that
negotiations for surreptitious
deals with interested parties
could be recorded and the par-
ties due to receive lavours in
lieu of arranged considerations
could not back oul of the agree-
ments reached. This gadget Is.
therefore, said to play an im-
portant part in black-mailing
their intended victims.

The fields of activities ol
towts are said to cover a wide
range — banks, customs de-
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partment, income tax offices
and other areas where there are
prospects of illegal gains.

The touts always use new
fangled ideas to exploit their
victimns. Lately, there were re
ports that some touts, on rlhtl*
hasis of fake notices ol acquisi-
tion of private lands, ap-
proached the allected parties
with promises ol early realisa-
tion ol compensation money
for such land from government
and initially received paymernt
of sonie armnount pretending to
have good connection with the
relevant government employ-
ees. The attected people were
easily taken in by the preten-
sions of the touts, but on con-
tacting the concerned offices,
they found out. to their dismay.
that such acquisition notices
were fake and the touts who had
already taken some money
from them could nowhere be
traced. There were also in-
stances ol sales ol fake postal
stamps, court tee slanmps, coiil-
pany share certificates and
vokalatnamas made through
the agency of touts. Though
such fraudulent activities were
often detected by law-enforcing
agencies, and criminal proceed-
ings started; yet such illegal ac-
tivities continue some way or
other.

Among other lields where
touts are found active in large
numbers are the T&T oflice and
the passport office in the city,
where organised racketeers op-
erate in return lor the so-called
"speed money"'. According to
some sources, 80 to 90 per cent
of the work connected with is-
sue of passports is carried on
through the agency of touts. and
their incomes {rom these shady
deals are said o be quite con-
siderable. In the T&T depart-

Khaleda: BNP leaders
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was trying to withdraw army
from the Chittagong Hill Tracts
and remove the non-tribal set-
tlers from there. "This will not
be allowed. Both tribals and
non-tribals will live in the
area.” she said.

UNB adds: Begum Khaleda
Zia said the government was
arresting BNP leaders being
afraid of the hartal called by
the party to prolest its lailures
and conspiracy against the
country.

“This government wants to
make the country a protectorate
of a neighbouring country.” she
said.

Begum Zia urged people of all
walks of life to make Sunday's
half-day hartal a success and
called upon her party workers
to observe all the programmes
declared by BNP in its fresh
round of agitation.

She said as part of a deep-
rooted conspiracy against the
country, the government is ru-
ining its economy, disrupting
trade and commerce, closing
down mills and factories and
destroying the education sys-
tem.

Begum Zia accused the gov-
ernment of endangering the
country's independence and
sovereignty by providing India
with transit facility and said it
is planning to import electric-
ity from that country by resort-
ing to loadshedding deliber-

ately.
bne beaten to
death in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 21: One
person was beaten to death by a
mob at Hazari Lane in the city
last night, police said.

The dead was identified as
Asit Banik, 25. When a group of
youths allegedly tried to loot a
jewellery shop at around 1 am.
the mob caught him and started
beating.

BNP meet
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The party will bring out a
torch procession in the city to-
day in support n{:the
countrywide eight-hour shut-
down called by the party.

The procession will start
from in front ol the BNP city
unit's office at Nawb Yusuf
market al 5 pm.

Cultural programme
at Nat’l Stadium
today

Film artistes will present a
cultural rogramime at Na-
tional Stadium-1 today mark-
ing the silver jubilee of Lhe
country’s independence, reports
UNB.

Information Ministry and
Bangladesh Filmm Development
Corporation have jointly or-
ganised the function in collabo-
ration with various associa-
tions of film producers, direc-
tors, artistes and distributors.

The cultural function, based
on Liberation War, will remain
open to all, said a PID handout
yesterday.

Begum Zia alleged thal the
Principal of Edward University
College was beatenn up by the
student activists of the ruling
party.

She said the Awami League
government, during its nine-
month rule, did not do any de-
velopment work in the country
except offering fateha alt some-
one's mazar and observing his
birth and death anniversaries.

She said the country has
been flooded with Indian goods
as the borders were opened.
Fertiliser imported at the cost
of foreigi currency were siniug-
gled to India causing crisis in
Bangladesh, she alleged.

On way to Pabna. Begum Zia
addressed a number ol roadside
meetings at Aricha ghal. No-
lakhola ¢hat and Bangram in
Santhia thana ol the district.

Hasina leaves
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in 1947 following partition of
the Sub-continent ending the
200-year British rule.

President Farooq Ahmed
Khan Leghari of Pakistan will
inaugurate the ceremonial con-
lerence of the heads of state and
government of the 51-member
OIC at the newly constructed
Convention Centre in Islam-
abad.

The summit. to be split into
the sessions. will adopt the Is-
lamabad Declaration focussing
on problems facing the Muslim
Ummah.

Earlier, heads of the delega-
tions and members of their en-
tourages will attend the Pak-
istan National Day parade.

President Leghari will host a
dinner in honour of them.

The summit will be preceded
by a consultation of Foreign
Ministers scheduled for today.

During her three-day visjt,
Hasina will seize the opportu-
nity to have bilateral parleys
with some leaders of the OIC
countries, including her Pak-
istan counterpart Nawaz
Sharil.

Her entourage will include
State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury.
Foreign Secretary Farooq Sob-
han, Director General (10) ol the
Ministry of Foreign Aflairs
Gyasuddin and other senior of-
ficials.

She is scheduled to return
home on Monday.

Slum of DU Class
Four employees

gutted
By DU Correspondent

A fire gutted a slum of class
[V employees of the Dhaka Uni-
versity near the Sir A F Rah-
man Hall at about midnight
Thursday night,

The House Tutor's building
of A F Rahman Hall was par-
tially affected in the fire. ac-
cording to DU authorities.

Fire fighters brought the fire
under control at about 2:30 am.

"The reason of the fire could not

be known.

of city life.

ment also, touts are said to op-
erale Ireely in the matter of is-
sue of demand notes for new
telephone connections and
other related work in con-
nivance with some employees.

Another important centre
for doing organised touting
business is said to be the area
around the office of the Export
Promotion Bureau. This busi-
ness is said to have been operat-
ing from all-furnished offices
in the area for a long timne.

The office of the Assistant
Director of the Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority
[(BRTAJ at Section 13, Mirpur is
another important centre for
touts for the purposes like mak-
ing new transport licence, get-
ting registration and [litness
certificates, etc. The total num-
ber of such touls is said to ex-
ceed tive hundred at that centre
and they mostly take advantage
of the illiteracy and ignorance
about rules of the transport op-
erators. As a result, they fall
easy victims of the touts who
shrewdly hand out false certifi-
cates bearing fake signatures
and seals of authorised olffi-
cials. Such false documents are
easily detected, yet the fraudu-
lent practices are not easy Lo
control on account of collusion
ol the touts with dishonest ele-
ments in that ottice.

The horizon of activities ol
the city touts has been steadily
expanding. In short, in the mat-
ters like purchase of land.
houses, getting new connections
for electricity. gas and water
supply, the role of touts is so

predominant that none can get
anything done easily mthuut
the agency of touts. Their om-

nipresence is an ominous fact

Confce on child
labour 1n city

March 23-25

A Future Search Conference

on Child Labour opens at the

E.st West University in the city
LOITIOTTOW, Says a press release.

With support trom UNICEF,
the three-day conlerence will
explore the past. present and fu-
ture of the situation of working
children in Bangladesh and
identily a common platiorm lor
action to eliminate child
labour.

This gathering will bring to-
gether working children. em-
ployers. media. development
partners. policy makers, corpo-
rate leaders to child specialists,
who will examine the deep-
rooted causes of child labour.
develop an understanding of the
complexities of the problems
and key issues. and identily
ways Lo move forward in re-
sponding to both challenges
and opportunities.

Energy seminar
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dropped from the list is an ex-
pert from Petrobangla who had
been actively involved in
preparing and signing of the
five Production Sharing Con-
iracts [PSCs) with four foreign
companies in the last three
VEdAIS.

The delegation includes the
Law Secretary and some noii-
technical bureaucrats. the
sources said.

The seminar in London will
be held on March 24 and that in
Houston on March 31.

The dprngrammes are being
financed by the World Bank.

Gold haul at ZIA
Alleged ring
leader confesses
activities of his
compatriots

Mohammad Mujibur Rah-
man, an al]epf{-:d ring leader,
vesterday confessed the activi-
ties of his compatriots in smug-
gling of gold into the country on
several occasions in the past

%ucluding the biggest-ever gold

haul at the Zia International
Airport in October last year, re-
ports BSS.

Investigation Officer Mo-
hammad Humayun Kabir, As-
sistant Commissioner of the
Detective Branch, said that Mu-
jibur Rahman was taken on a
two-day police remand from the
Chief Metropolitan Court on
Thursday. _

Earlier, he was arrested
from his Uttara residence and
]Jl‘Dd'LlL‘{':d before the court. Po-
ice prayed for seven-day re-
mand for interrogation, but the
court granted two-day remand.

Mujibur Rahman went into
hiding following the gold smug-
gling case.

Syed Bazlul Karim, Deputy
Commissioner of the DB told
BSS that so far, they have ar-
rested 14 persons including the
ring leader.
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and sent him to Dhaka Central
Jail with a 30-day detention

under the Special Powers Act.
In a pre-dawn swoop, police
icked up the BNP leader,
Kdnsharra Hossain, from his
Mirpur residence under Section

54 of the Criminal Procedure
Code.
Later, district magistrate

allowed a 30-day detention for
him as police mentioned that
the BNP leader was involved in
subversive activities.

Police continued
their hunt lor, what they said,
people involved in subversive
activities, mainly disrupting
power supply and unleashing
violennce on educational cam-
puses.

After the Thursday's arrest
of four top-ranking BNP lead-
ers, plainclothes and uni-
formed police raided the resi-
dence of Jativa Ganotantrik
Party (JAGPA) chief Shaliul
Alalm Pradhan in the city early
yesterday. But Pradhan was not
available.

Police also raided different
parts of the city during the day
vainly looking for city BNP
convenor and former minister
Sadek Hossain Khoka MF and
another BNP leader. former MP
Salahuddin Ahmed.

The two BNP leaders man-
aged to avoid arrest on Thurs-
day as they were not at home
during police operation at their
residences in Gopibagh and
Demra respectively.

Moreover. police continued
search on Thursday night and
early yesterday for some lead-
ers of Freedom Party and Jatiya
Jubo Command.

The targeted Jubo Command
leaders were arrested in last
Ramadan on similar charges of
subversive activities, but later
released on bail.

A highly placed source at the
Detective Branch told UNB that
police kept a close watch on a
BNP leader. who was once in-
volved in left politics and later
led a fundamentalist movement
against late Jahanara Imam be-
fore joining BNP last year.

"An extremist group of BNP
is trying to creale a law and or-
der situation in the country in
collaboration with Freedom

AL council .
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live in peace.”

Earlier, the meeting adopted
an obituary relerence on Lthose
national and international fig-
ures who expired since the last
meeting ol the ALCWC.

The sub-committees are:

l1). Reception sub-committee:
Chairman Amir Hossain Amu
and member secretary Bepgum
Ivy Rahman.

2). Finance sub-committee;
Convenor H N Ashiqur Rahman
MP.

3). Publicity and Publication
sub-committee: Convenor Ab-
dul Momin MP and member
secretary Mozaffar Hossain
Paltu.

4). Constitution and Mani-
lesto sub-committee; Convenor
Abdul Mannan MP and member
secretary A B M Taleb Ali.

5). Office coordination sub-
committee: Convenor Abdul
Jalil and member secretary Ab-
dul Mannan.

6). Cultural sub-committee;
Convenor Shamsur Rahman
Khan Shajahan and member
secretary Alamgir Kumkum,

7). Podium-sub-committee:
Member secretary Momtaz Hos-
sain.

8). Food sub-commitiee:
Convenor Mohammad Hanif,
Member secretary Molazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya MP.

9]. General secretary report
preparation sub-committee:
Convenor Syed Fazlul Haque
BSc and member secretary K M
Jahangir MP.

10). Election Tribunal: Con-
venor principal Qamruzzaman.

11). Discipline sub-comuuit-
tee : Awami Shecchasebak

League,

Tel Aviv blast
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holiday of Purim, was cradled
by a policewoman and carried
1o a patrol car. The baby was
screaming and holding up his
arms, with blood over some of
his body.

Wounded people were treated
on the sidewalk as ambulances
raced to the scene. One woman,
crying. held up her bloodied
hands.

AFP from Tel Aviv adds: The
Israeli army sealed the West
Bank and Gaza Strip after a
suspected Palestinian suicide
bomber killed four people in-
cluding himselt. in a Tel Aviv
cafe, an army spokesman said.

DU: 37 killed
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Hasina was addressing the
founding anniversary function
of BCL near the TSC crossing in
the atternoor.

Moin Hossain Raju, a leader
of Bangladesh Chhatra Union
was shot while he was leading
an anti-terrorism procession
near the TSC crossing.

Another student was also
killed in that year.

In 1991, four persons includ-
ing a street urchin were shot
dead in armed clashes between
the activisis of Al.-backed BCL
and BNP-backed JCD on Octo-
ber 27.

The victims were identified
as Mirza Galibur Rahman,
Jafrullah Liton, Mizanur Rah-
man Mizan and street urchin
Khokon. :

Besides, three others were
killed in 1991.

In 1990, BCL Ileader
Shahidul Islam Chunnu was
killed in a gunfight allegedly
between two factions of the or-
ganisation.

In 1989, a brilliant student
was killed in a cross-fire during
a clash between two rival fac-
tions of BCL.

Two were killed in 1977, one
each in 1978, 1985 and 1986,
three in 1987 and one in 1988,

The Baily Star
" Four BNP leaders held |

Party. JAGPA and Jatiya Jubo
Command.” said a senior police
officials on condition of
anonymity.

He categorically said there is
no connection between the
March 23 hartal and the arrest
of BNP leaders Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain MP, Abdul
Mannan MP, Mirza Abbas and
(Goyeshwar Roy.

The top DB official of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police claimed
they have “sufficient and spe-
cilic proofs” about the involve-
ment of the arrested BNP lead-
ers in acts ol sabotage.

Police were asked to nab the
people involved in subversive
activities after the government
came to know about such acts
from intelligence reports. he
said.

Garments worker
gang raped
. ’ .
in N ganj
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 21: A
teenage garments worker was
gang raped by tive young men at
Rishipara under Bandar thana
last night.

The young men kidna;:-[ped
the girl. aged about fifteen, from
Tribani bridge. took her near a
ditch at Rishipara and gang
raped her, police said. She was
returning to her house at Wil-
son Road.

Bandar thana police rescued
the girl and arrested two per-
sons from the spot in this con-
nection, The arrested were iden-
tified as Boshir, 23, and Sohel
Rana. 26, police said.

The girl was admitted to
Narayanganj Sadar Hospital.
hospital sources said.

ELCSU Polls
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is contesting the election with
Zahid-Khaled-Tuhin Panel
while Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
is contesting with Tarique-Ka-
mal-Kallol Panel.

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
is contesting the polls with
Zaki-Noman-Debashish Panel
while Jatiyva Chhatra Samaj is
contesting the election for the
first time with Manik-Shishir-
Borhan Panel.
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ments lactories. :

The garment sector suffers
Tk 50 to 75 crore loss per hour
due to hartal or power failure,
Quddus said replying to a ques
tion.

Quddus recalled a remark
macde earlier Begum Zia at the
concluding ceremony of BAT-
EXPO '96 where she had said
that her party would not give
any programme like that of the
previous Opposition that might
hinder social and economic
progress.

Other BGMEA leaders in-
cluding ils Vice president 5U
Haider, Nurul Hagq Shiqgdar,
and executive cominittee mem-
bers Abul Kashem Haidar. An-
war Azim, and Alamgir Rah
man were present at the press
conference held at the BGMEA
office.

Quddus also said that the
garments factory owners will
have to pay at least Tk 50 crore
as air freight due to the recent 5
day's work stoppage at the Chit-
tagong port.

Foreign buyers have alreacdy
expressed their dissatisfaction
over the strike at the port. The
country-wide hartal pro-
gramme will put the garmerrts
sector in a disadvantageous po-
sition. he said.

In this regard he said that
the BGMEA leaders would meet
the BNP chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament today
and request her to withdraw the
programime.

He underscored the need for
a consensus among all con-
cerned so that nobody can stop
the operation of such an ‘essen-
tial sector like sea port.' Opera-
tion of sea ports should be de-
clared an essential service, he
observed.

BGMEA: Hartal call

The BGMEA president called
upon the political parties to

keep political dispute inside the
parliament and relive the peo-
ple including the business
community from the sufferings
and damage caused by their
programimes.

He also urged the govern-
ment to allow opening of Letter
of Credit (L/C) by garments fac-
lory owners to import power
generators keeping 10 per cent
margin and to lower VAT rates
and bank charges.

2 killed, 50 hurt
as villagers

clash in B’Baria

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Mar 21:
Two persons were killed and at
least 50 others injured during a
clash between two groups ol vil-
lagers at Bashudev union under
Sadar thana this morning.

The dead were identified as:
Jaj Miah. 50, a former union
member, and Nannu Miah, 55.
police said.

The clash between the two
groups of villagers, most of
whom are fishermen, ensued in
Chandi village l[ollowing dis-
pute over distribution of money
earned from selling fish. Vil-
lagers said that almost all the
fishermen in the village catch
fish from river Titas together
aind took the individual share
alter selling those.

The injured were admitted to
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital
and Akhaura Thana Health
Complex.

Vehicles dama&:d
BNP denies

involvement
of 1ts activists
By Staff Correspondent

BNP vyesterday denied in-
volvement of any of its leaders
and workers in damaging vehi-
cles in the city.

A press release issued by the
party last night said BNP does
not believe in destructive activ-
ities. None of its leaders or
workers was involved in at-
tacking a car shep and damag-
ing vehicles in the city, the
press release said.

Question papers
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sistant Commissioner at Halu-
aghat under Mvmensingh dis-
trict. sources « oncerned said.
They have been accused of neg-
ligence to duty as regards leak-
age of English second paper
question on the day of exami-
nation of the first paper.

The five education boards
had earlier announced an
award of Tk 250,000 for defini-
tive information leading to the
source ol leakage of question
paper.

"There has been not a single
claimant of the award money
till now." an official said.

The announcement was
made against the backdrop of
widespread allegations of ques-
tion paper leakage and, post-
ponement of English second

aper examinations scheduled
or March 15.
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