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I'NITED NATIONS. Mar 21,
i spectacular success of
Zairtan rebels has left France
diplomatically isolated and has
raised questions about the
diplomatic and political skills
of Kofi Annan. the first sub-5a-
haran Alrican to lead the
United Nations, reports AP.

No other country in the 185-
member United Nations has

ublicly endorsed France's call
or a multinational lorce to in-
tervene in Zaire to protect the
tens of thousands of Hutu
refugees. :

Nor has the Security Coun-
cil. of which France is a perma-
nent member, gone beyond a
statement urging rebel leader
Laurent Kabila to accept a
cease-fire and a five-point UN
peace plan.

Even the Alrican block has
remained surprisingly silent
since Kabila's forces routed the
Zairian army and seized the
city of Kisangani last weekend.

Western and African diplo-
mats sa there is the
widespread feeling that the days
of Mobutu rule in Zaire are
numbered and it would be better

to allow events to play oul on
the ground than to push for an
arrangement which would leave
the future leadership of Zaire
uncertain,

France's calls for a multina-
tional force are widely seen as
an attempt to prop up the cur-
rent regime in Zaire, despite
Paris' claims that its motives
are strictly humanitarian.

As long as Kabila can avoid
an embarrassing — and well
documented — incident of mass
murder of Hutu refugees. it ap-
pears unlikely that this as-
sessment will change.

Some Africans believe that
what is really developing is a
power-play by the United States
and Britain for influence in
francophone Africa, which
France considers its traditional
fiefdom.

They point out that the
rebels are receiving covert sup-
port from English-speaking
African countries such as
Uganda and Rwanda. The

United States denies any such

and has repeatedly stated
he commonality of views be-

tween Washinglon and Paris,
even il that is not the case.

"Alter Rwanda and Burundi,
it is today the immense Zaire
that is sliding without a mur-
mur into the American orbit.”
wrote Bechir ben Yahmed in the
French-language news-
magazine, Jeune Afrique. "The
Americans have maneuvered
magnificently using anglo-
phoné countries bordering the
Great Lakes and the prestige of
(South African President Nel-
son) Mandela. '

True or not, it is clear that
France has been unable to
muster strong support for in-
tervention to overcome Ameri-
can and British opposition.

Annan has also displayed
weakness and vacillation in
coping with the crisis. The focal
point for UN diplomacy is for-
mer Algerian , diplomat Mo-

t hammed Sahnoun. whe has
"~ been shuttling throughout the

region for months trying to ne-

. gotiate and sell the UN peace
plan.

Annan himself has vacil-

lated in approaching the prob-
lem. Last month in Paris. An-

it strongly endorsed French
calls for a multinational force

and his spokesman Fred Eck-
hard said formal proposals
would be submitted to the Secu-
rity Council.

But with no interest on the
council. the proposal disap-
peared.

With no chances for council
approval of such a force, Annan
placed his hopes on Kabila
agreeing to a cease-fire once he
had taken Kisangani. Annan
told senior aides that Kabila's
coalition would not go along
with continuing.

The war once Kisangani had
fallen.

But flushed with victory, Ka-
bila announced he would head
next for Zaire's second largest
city, Lumumbashi.

Several diplomats say the
United Nations is still talking
about a cease-fire when, in fact,
there is really no fighting
which needs to be st . Kabi-
la's forces simply march to an
area and the Zairian army
melts away with little or no re-
sistance.

minister to
remain in post
despite allegations

LONDON, Mar 21: British
Prime Minister John Major al-

lowed a government minister to
remain in his post despite being

told the minister had confessed
to taking 25,000 pounds (40.000
dollars) to ask questions in par-
liament, it was reported today,
says AFP.

The minister was also ini-
tially promoted to his position
after Els admission to conser-
vative officials that he had
taken the money to ask the
guestions on behalf of Harrods
store owner Mohammed Al
Fayed. the left-of-centre
Guardian newspaper claimed.

The Guardian went on to
publish five pages of evidence
submitted to an inquiry into
the "cash-for-questions"” allega-
tions and name five Tory mem-
bers of parliament, including
Neil Hamilton, which it impli-
cated in secret cash payments
for "parliamentary services."
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (L) shakes hands with his US counterpart Bill Clinton
during a photo call before a dinner hosted by Finnish president Martti Ahtisaari at the
Presidential Palace 20 March in Helsinki. Bill Clinton and Boris Yeltsin are scheduled to
hold summit talks here 21 March.
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President Nelson Mandela at his Cape Town home, Gendendal on 20 March. His wife
Camille takes the centre with a bouquet of flowers presented to her by the President.

ports from Cairo.

Arafat leaves Egy})t: Palestinian, Presi-
dent Yasser Arafal left, Egypt at (le

which he diseussad with Egyptian President Hesni Mubarak. ls-=
rael's settlernent: policies in dispuied East Jerusalem, AFP re-

‘end of a brief vigit during

Arafat who was heading back to Gaza declined to make any

statements on his departure. His one-da
Thursday coincided with another by Dore

visit to Cairo on
old. the Advisor of

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu who carried pro-

posals by :
with the Palestlinians.

the right-wing Israeli leader concerning negotiations

. Protesters held in Belarus: ..

clubbed. beal and detained dozens of people who gathered
Friday 1o protest the authoritarian rule of President Alexander
Lukashenko in this former Soviet republic. AP reports from

Minsk.

More than 100 people were arrested, according to the Be-
larusian Popular Front. which organised the protest. No in-
juries were reported. Among those arrested were at least five
journalists. mosfly from opposition newspapers. On the eve of
the demonstration. police arrested the fronts deputy chairman,
Yuri Kahdyka, disrupting a Bible study group he was leading at
BNF headquarters in Minsk. BNF spokesman Valery Buivol
saicl. The police did not provide a reason lor his arrest.

8 die in bldg

collapse:

Eight

Fenple were killed and another five injured when a residential
yuilding collapsed in southern China's Guangdong province, it
was reported today, AFP from Hong Kong reports.

The victims were aslee

when the accident happened late

Tuesday in Heyuan city, the Chinese-language daily Sing Tao
said. Initial investigation showed that adjacent building works
led to the collapse of the building's foundations.

Aussie troops placed on standby: aus

tralian troops have

placed on standby in case the crisis in

neighbouring Papua New Guinea worsened, Prime Minister
John Howard said today. Reuter reports from Canberra.

Howard told r

orters the move, made late on Thursday. was

sensible in view of the situation in the South Pacific nation. but
did not mean Australia had decided to deploy troops. It was in
response to a routine determination by the head of the Aus-

tralian defence force.

Blast claims 3 children in Peru:

Three children were killed when a
with exploded Friday in a crowde

others were injured. AP re

ports from Lima.

enade they were playing
market, police said. Ten

The grenade went off in a popular market in the middle-class
Aarate neighourhood of the San Juan de Lurigancho district of
Lima Friday afternoon. police said. The three children killed
were aged 12-14. police said. Two died at the scene and the third
died en route to the hospital, police said.

The police spokesman did not know whether those who died
were boys or girls, or where the children got the grenade.

6 crewmen still missin

in China: si

crewmen are still unaccounted for afier a cargo ship sank
following a collision in the mouth of China's Yangtze river. the

China Daily reported

esterday. AFP says from Beijing.

Of 10 crewmen who fell in the river after the accident on
Wednesday. lour were saved during a two-hour search, the
report said. adding that the others were never found.

Lankan chopper
blasts 1n mid-air,
falls into sea

COLOMBO. Mar 2k A Sri
Lankan Air Force helicopter
gun ship exploded in mid-air
while on an anti rebel niission

in the island s north-eastern
district of Mullaitivu. a Tamil
rebel newspaper said today. re-
ports AFP

The Eelanadam newspaper
run by the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
said civilians had seen the Rus-
sian -built MI-24 attack aircraft
exploding and falling into the
sea on Wednesday afternoon.

Defence sources said there
was a Russian pilot onboard the

aircraft which had a total of

SEVell security personnel. A

Joint navy and air force rescue
has so far failed to find the
wreckage.

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 21:
The president of the UN General
Assembly on Thursday pro-
posed expanding the 15-member
UN Security Council by nine
members next year, including
five permanent and four non-
permanent members, reports
AF.

But British. American and
Italian diplomats expressed
reservations, saying the num-
ber was too large.

The influential Security
Council. the United Nations'
highest decision-making body
on international security mat-
ters. currently has five perma-
nent members and 10 non-per-
manent members.

In a draft resolution. As-
sembly President Razali Ismail
noted "the need to enhance the
represerntativeness, the credi-
bility. the legitimacy and au-
thority of the Security Council.”
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US troops in
Europe put

on alert

WASHINGTON, Mar 21: US
troops in Europe have been put
on notice to get ready in case
they are ordered to Africa to
evacuate Americans f{rom
Zaire. a Pentagon official said
Thursday. reports AFP.

Pentagon spokesman Ken-
rieth Bacon coup talk "is in
the wind and we have to pay at-
tention to the fact that there

could be rapid change in Kin-
L P g

The State Department has
encouraged Americans to leave
Zaire but they have not been or-
dered to do so and the US Am-
bassador has not requested the
evacuation of the capital.

But the Pentagon already
has moved a 30-man military
team into the region to assess
airports. roads and other in-
Irastructure in the event US
troops are called in the conduct
an evacuation.

US troops in Europe are
making Freparatiuns so that
they will be ready to move
quickly if an evacuation order
is issued. said a Pentagon offi-
cial, speaking on condition he
not be identified.

1st UN food shipment

. arrives in Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 21:
The first truckload of food un-
der the United Nations oil-for-
food programme has arrived in
Iraq. UN officials said Thurs-
day. reports AP,

Eight trucks carrying 16
metric tons of chickpeas and
109 metric tons of table oil
crossed Wednesday into Zakhu
in northern Iraq from Turkey.
said UN spokesman Hiro Ueki.
The shipments were part of con-
tracts
chickpeas and 10.000 metric
tons of vegetable oil.

The shipments were to pass
to a distribution site in central
Iraqg. Distribution will start "as
soon as practlical arrangements
are completed.” said UN
spokesman Juan-Carlos
Brandt. He said he did not know
how long that would take.

The United Nations agreed
in December to allow Iraq to
sell up to 2 billion dollars in oil
for an initial six-month period
to buy food and medicine. The
oil sales have begun.

The agreement came in re-
sponse to deteriorating health
and economic conditions in
Iraq as result of UN sanctions

or 2.000 metric tons ol

imposed after
"Kuwait in 1990.

Iraqi officials have com-
rlained about delays in food de-
iveries. They blame a cumber-
some syslem set up to make
sure the government does not
divert supplies to groups loyal
lo il.

In an interview published
Thursday, Iragi Deputy Prime
Minister Tariq Aziz relerred Lo
the agreement as "oil for noth-
ing."

g“’I‘hte: Iraqgi people have nei-
ther received one loafl of bread
nor a tablet of aspirin,” he said
in an interview with the Arabic
newspaper Asharq Al-Awsat,
which is based in London.

But Western officials have
also blamed Iraq, which de-
mands that it have 30 days ol
supplies before distribution be-
gins. They sayv bureaucratic
problems have mounted because
Iraq will not ensure that UN ob-
servers can move around the
country freely.

A shipment of rice from
Thailand is heading to the
southern port of Basra and is
expected to arrive Sunday,
Brandt said.

iragq invaded

COLOMBO. Mar 21: S5ri
Lankans went to the polls teday
to eléct members (o 238 local
‘douncils in.what is wideky seen
as the first political test ol pres-
icterit Chanidrika Kumraratun
ga's ruling people's alliance
governinent, reports Reuter.

Polling began at 7:00 am
(0100 GMT) and officials said
early voting in the capital
Colombo was brisk.

Some 10 million Sri
Lankans are eligible to vote to
elect 3.567 representatives o
238 local bodies.

Election Copmmissioner
Dayananda Dissnayake said on
Thursday that more than
100.000 public servants were
manning 8. 246 polling stations
across the island. except in the
northern and eastern provinces
where governmenl troops are
fighting Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelain (LTTE) rebels.

Nearly 20,000 candidates
from 12 political parties and
132 independent groups have
joined the fray lor seats on 12

Lanka goes to local
council polls

municipal councils, 31 urban |

equpcils, and 195 smaller hod-

1€5. Wialdoe leniodd
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threaten
Assam govt

GUWAHATI. India, Mar 21:
A separatist group today threat-
ened to destroy oil and gas sta-
lions in the [ar-eastern Indian
state of Assam unless the gov-
ernment calls off an army of-
[ensive against it, reports A

~ The United Liberation Front
of Assam (ULFA) accused the
indian army and para-military
troops of unleashing terror on
the people in the state rich in
oil, tea and tim’.er.

"If the killings, rape, atroci-
ties and suppression of the As-
samese people are not stopped
immediately, we will... destroy
all the oil-based industries of
the state,” the ULFA said in a
statement.

« iy Secegtary-General ligﬁ An-
| By say Iﬁ%ﬁf rebels. har
'hm;ﬂf i iﬂ

'- Annan blames rebels for

‘delay in Angolan unity govt

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 21:

delii | we-for. t Lest

ofichay an .sething up a er-

sharing government in {mL
reports AP.

The formation of a new gov-
ernment has already been posi-
poned three times and the in-
stallation ceremony scheduled
for Monday is expected to be
postponed as well.

In a report to the Security
Council, Annan said the Na-
tional Union for the Total In-
dependence of Angola, or
UNITA. has failed to send all of
its representatives to Luanda,
the capital. to take part in the
new government and National
Assembly. The government
can't be sworn in until all
deputies and ministers are pre-
sent.

It is a matter of very serious
concern that (the government's)
formation has again been post-
Fonnd, owing primarily to the
ailure of WNITA to send all its

officials to Luanda. as previ-
ously.agreed." ;Annan. said.in
iﬁ;mﬂn.wd ted: Weduesday
-‘and fie | WS T i
lvvAnnan, who is traveling in
‘Alfica: plans'to visit Angdla
[rom Saturday to Tuesday to
push for the start of the new
government.

The Angola government and
UNITA signed a peace treaty in
1994, ending a two-decade civil
war. The treaty called lor a
joint army and a unity govern-
ment headed by President Jose
Eduardo dos Santos.

Soldiers have been demobi-
lized and most steps in the

ace plan have been carried
out, but still at issue is the lu-
ture role of UNITA leader Jonas
Savimbi.

UNITA had said it would
send all ol its representatives to
Luanda by last Monday. But as
of Wednesday. only 43 of the 70
UNITA deputies had arrived
only seven of the 11 ministers,
Annan said.

E Palestinians protest Jewish
settlements in E Jerusalem |

HEBRON. West Bank., Mar
21: Hundreds ol Palestinians
threw stones at Israeli soldiers
in the West Bank town ol He-
bron today during protests
against the building of a Jewish
settlement in Arab east
Jerusalem. reports Reuter.

Troops in full battle gear
fired rubber bullets and teargas.

Witnesses said up to lour
youths were lightly injured by
rubber bullets.

Demonstrators also Llhrew
several firebombs. damaging an
army jeep. witnesses said.

Jewish settlers. who are
guarded by the army in the Is-
raeli-controlled heart ot He-
bron. threw stones back at the
Palestinians.

Soldiers charged demonstra-
tors and briefly detained three,
but the troops treed them when
they came under a heavy bar-
rage of stones.

Israeli security forces were

on alert lor protests in the West”~

Bank and east Jerusalem after
Muslim prayers at noon on Fri-
clay.

1beT+|=nsimr|1 has been high since
[srael's right-wing Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu scin
bulldozers last Tuesday to a hill
between Jerusalem and Bethle
hem 1o begin a Jewish settle-
ment.

Tigers raid pElice
post in Lanka:
Two killed

COLOMBO. Mar 21: Tamil
tiger guerrillas raided a police
post in northeastern Sri Lanka
today. killing at least two con-
stables and wounding three
others, officials said. reports
AFFP.

Gunmen of the separatisl
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ec¢-
lam [LTTE] staged the pre-dawn
assault, ollicials said addinmg
that the attack was repulsed

A religious Talibun milia stands besides the unexploded grenades at police ammunition

—AFP/UNB photo

Off the Record

Yet another cause
for appetite loss

WASHINGTON: In the latest glimpse into the basic biolo
nger, scientists have learned that a brain hormone identified

hu

of

less than a year ago can suppress the appetite without causing
stress or similar side effects, reports Reuter. .

The research, by scientists at the Salk Institute of Biological
Studies and the Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla,
California, will appear on Friday in the journal Science.

The experiments on the hormone, called urocortin, were
performed on rats. Much more research needs to be done before
scientists know whether the discovery can be harnessed to help
control human obesity or treat eating disorders like anorexia.

Urocortin, discovered by Salk scientists last November,
appears related to another hormone, Corticotropin Releasing
Factor, or CRF, which plays a role in stress and in the rela-
tionship between siress and appetite loss.

But according to the new rate research, urocortin has a
stronger effect on hunger and appetite than CRF does. without

the stress factor.

In one experiment, lab rats were not fed for 24 hours. Then

one grou

ol rats was injected with urocortin. A control group

was not the rats that had the injection ate much less than those
that did not receive the hormone. And the bigger the does of
urocortin the bigger the drop in food consumption.

Warning against eating
kangaroo meat

SYDNEY: Australian doctors have issued a warning un-
dercooked kangaroo meat could carry a disease whose ef-
fects can range from mild influenza to spontaneous abor-
tions and even be potentially fatal, reports Reuter.

The warning followed an outbreak of the toxoplasmosis
disease in late 1994 after rare kangaroo meat was eaten by
a group of people at a Christmas party in Brisbane, Queens-

land restaurant.

the Communicable Diseases Intelligen,
di S evident in 12, people

,fon including a gregnant woman who went into |

1 disgase was ¢

, A study of the outbreak reported in the latest edition of

Journal s
ture

Thé study by a group of Queensland doctors could not
confirm the source of the toxoplasmosis outbreak but said
kangaroo meat was the most likely source.

Triplets as defender
of nation

TOKYO: North Korea revealed on Friday what must be a
record for any country's armed forces — 22 groups of triplets
serving in its army, navy or air force. reports Reuter.

A report on Friday by the official Korean Central News

Agency (KCNAJ). said Nort

Korean leader IL.:n Jong-il met the

triplets at a special [unction and honoured their service with

gifts.

"Comrade Kim Jong-il warmly received the triplets who are
serving in the ground. naval or air forces, learned about their

service and life and noted with great satisfaction that th

all

grew strong enough to defend the country,” said KCNA, which

was monitored in Tokyo.

"Present on the occasion were 22 grmlﬁs of triplets who have

grown to be reliable soldiers under t
Workers' Party of Korea," it said.

e

depot in the Afghan eastern city of Jalalabad, 20 March. An estimated 200 tones explosive
went up in the world's biggest explosions on 19 March which left upto 50 people dead and

hundreds anjureds.

—AFP UNB photo

He did not put forth any can-
didates for an expanded Secu-
rity Couneil. but it is widely be-
lieved that Japan and Germany
will be among the lirst (o join
as permanent memnbers.

Razali proposed that the five
new permanent members com-
prise one developing country
each from Alrica. Asia and
Latin America/the Caribbean.
and two industrialized states.
while the lour non-permanent
members would be one each
from Alrica. Asia. eastern Eu-
rope and Latin America/the
Caribbean.

The current permanent Se-
curity Council members. who
have veto power over Council
resolutions. are Britain. China,
France, Russia and the United
States. The new permanent
members would not wield veto

TS,
Critics have said the compa-

sition of the Council — estab-
lished just after World War Il
and reflecting the world's nu-
clear powers at the time — is
outdated. with economic powers
Japan and Germany absent and
with no permanent members
from Africa and Latin America.

UUN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan “has expressed his views
in the past that the Security
Council is a creature of the poli-
tics ol 1945, and it is his opin-
ion that the Council needs to be
expanded,” UN spokesman
Juan-Carlos Brandt said.

The proposal by Razali was
the first to detail restructurin
of the Security Council. whic
has been discussed in various
forms for years. Developing
countries make up the vast ma-
jority of the 185-nation world

ody. and are certain to wel-
come any reform that increases
their influence in the Security

Council.
Expanding the Security
Council would require an

amendment to the UN Charter.
Razali. who is also Malaysia's
ambassador o the UN, cannot
unilaterally change the charter
during his one-year term. but is
an influential figure as head ol
the General Asscmbly. which
must retily am amendment by
a two-1hirds vole,

While no country can veto
such retification, support from
Security Council permanent
members is considered essen-
tial, UN officials say.

British Ambassador John
Weston said Razali's proposal
"reflects the wide support that
has éustlﬂahl;r been given to the
candidatures of Japan and
Germany for permanent mem-
bership. and the need to ensure
an enhanced representation for
the developing world within the

L]

Security Council.”

But Weston. addressing the
Council. cautioned, "at least in
our view, the size of the Council
envisaged is too large.”

US Representative for Spe-
cial Political Alfairs Karl In-
derfurth was also critical ol the

roposed size. saying "we be-
ieve thal an expansion to 20-21
members is Lhe largest appro
priate to preserve the Council's
ability to respond eftectively to
what are urgent demands.”

"We support an expansion,
but only one which strengthens
the Council's capacity while
safeguarding its decision-
making efficiency.”

Razali said the size was jus-
tified "because [resh pcrsr»ec—
Llives are brought to Council de-
liberations and broader al-
liance created in decision-mak-
ing.”

Italian Ambassador

UNGA president proposes Security Council expansion

Francesco Paolo Fulei was even
imore critical. likening the UN
to a train, and the 175 countries
eligible for non-permanent Se-
curity Council seats to passen-
gers.

"All 175 ol them would be
crowded inte what would be
turned into third-class wagons,
and fight over the 14 vacant
clective seats, or else be lelt
standing there, holding on lor
dear life. Now | ask, in all hon-
esty, which of us wants to be left
standing there in third class?"

Razali said he hopes his pro-
posal will be adopted by the
General Assembly by Septem-
ber. and that the Assembly will
vote on the actual members of
the expanded Security Council
by next February.

Under the proposal, the As-
sembly would vote a week later
to amend the UN charter, he
said.

e warm care of the

Columbia to be
put into orbit
on April 3

CAPE CANAVERAL (Fla).
Mar 21: The US space agency
said Thursday it had set April 3
flor the launch of the space
shuttle Columbia on a 16-day
science mission, reports Reuter.

NASA managers, meeting at
Florida's Kennedy Space Centre.
declared the space shuttle and
its seven astronauts ready for
[light, said agency spokesman
Bruce Buckingham.

Columbia. the oldest of
NASA's four shuttles, was to
carry into orbit a laboratory
module housing a wide r of
scientific experiments, includ-
ing several to study the be-
haviour of fire in space.

Fujimori denies
report on
MRTA prisoners

LIMA. Mar 21: President Al-
bherto Fujimori "emphatically”
denied Thursday he was willi
to release rebel prisoners to en
a4 Lhree-month-old hostage cri-
sis. dampening hopes for a
quick solution to the standoll
reports AFP.

'My povernment s position
remains the same and there
will be no release lor even one
of the MRTA prisoners,” he said
inn the town of Huarura.

Japan's Kyodo news service
1cported Wednesday that Fuji-
mori was willing to concede the
release of some Tupac Amaru
Revolutlionary ovement
(MRTA) rebels in exchange for
the freedom of 72 hostages held
at the home of the Japanese
Ambassador since December
17.

"We are ready to make a cer-
tain compromise.,” Fujimori

was quoted by Kyodo as telling
Japan's Vice Fore Minister
Masahiko Komura Tuesday. "I

think it would be an answer
MRTA could agree with."

Hul Fﬂimuri "emphatically,
categorically and nitively.”

denied the report saying it was
"totally false.



