VOL. VII NO. 63 REGD. NO. DA 781

Withdraw hartal
call, BGMEA
urges BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Garments Man-
ufacturers and Exporters Asso-
ciation (BGMEA) has appealed
to the main opposition political
party. BNFP. to k::f-ﬁ the gar
ments sector out ol the purview
of hartal and all other agitation
programimes.

Addressing a press confer-
ence yesierday BGMEA Presi-
dent Mostafa Golam Quddus
urged BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia to withdraw her
party's half-day hartal pro-
gramme tomorrow or at least
keep the garments sector out of
its purview for the greater in-
terest of the country and saving
more than 25 hundred gar-

See Page 12 Col G

Garments sector
will be exempted
from hartal
in future: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
assured the leaders of the
Bangladesh Garments Manu-
facturers and Exporters Asso-
ciation (BGMEA) that the gar-
ments sector would be kept out
of the purview of hartal in fu-
ture, said a BGMEA press re-
lease.

The assurance was given
when a BGMEA delegation led
by its President Mostafa Golam
Quddus called on the BNP Secre-
tary General and requested him
to keep the ts sector out
of the purview of Sunday's
hartal, called by the BNP, the
press release said.

Mannan. Bhuiyan also told
the BGMEA leaders that BNP
will participate with the gov-
ernment in any seminar to find
a solution to such an issue, the
press release added.

Energy seminars:
3 dropped from
delegation

G5 vy o
. - n for
holding two international sem-
ir:mr?_1 in London a;}d Houston
on the prospects of hydrocar-
bon in ]gangﬁf::'l:esh hasyleft out
some key figures, according to
well-placed sources.

e Energy Minister, State
Minister for Planning and
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister. who were
originally in the l10-member
delegation, have been asked to
stay back, the sources said.

lnstead of fhe Energy Minis-
ter, the Energy Secretary will
now lead the delegation.

Another important
Sec Page 12 Col 3
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AL council deferred

again to May 7-8

The national council of the
ruling Awami League was de-
ferred for the third time yester-
day.

According to the changed
schedule. the already belated
council would now be held on
May 7 and 8. instead of March
28-29.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the 65-member AL
Central Working Committee
(ALCWC). held at the Ganabha-
ban yesterday afternoon with
party President Sheikh Hasina
in the chair.

The meeting also formed a
101-member National Council
Preparatory Committee with
Sheikh Hasina as its Chair-

CHAITRA 8 1403 BS.

By Staff Correspondent

man. Besides. 11 sub-commit-

lees were constituted.

The national council was de-
ferred again as councils of some
district units including four in
Barisal Division could not be
held till now. These include the
party unit in Gopalganj. home
district of Sheikh Hasina. and
that in Kishoreganj. home dis-
trict of party general secretary
Zillur Rahman.

Outl ol 45 districts units.
councilol which were held. full
committees could not be formed
in many units.

An AL press release issued
late last night said Sheikh
Hasina would open the national
council at 3 pim on May 7 at the

DHAKA SATURDAY,

Ouler Stadium in the city.

The ALOCWC meeting resolved
that the previous BNP povern-
ment had signed accord to

rovide India with transit
acilities and "now, it called
hartal on March 23 keeping
lakhs of examinees hostage and
coinciding with visits of the
heads of state and government
of three loreign countries.”

The meeting observed that
BNP was pushing the country
into a state of corruption and
terrorism again by obstructing
foreign investments. "It is
proved by their (BNP) activities
that once they are out ol power,
they don't want to let the people

See Page 12 Col 4
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Police hur_xt continues

Four BNP leaders in
Dhaka, N'ganj held

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Mar 21:
Three BNP leaders were ar-
rested from dilferent parts of
the town late Thursday night.

The arrested leaders are:
Nazir Prodhan. General Secre-
tary of Narayanganj town unit
of BNP: Anisul Islam Sunny,
Joint Secretary of district unit
of the party and Nurul Islam,
General Secretary of Fatullah
thana unit, police sources said.

Nazir Prodhan was arrested
from the launch ghat area when
he was returning to his resi-
dence at Deobhog at about 12:15
am. Police said he was drunk at
the time.

Plainclothes police held
Anisul Islam trom Rail Gate No

2 area in the town at about
12:30 am while he was return-
ing to his house at Ukilpara.
Police said that he was wanted
in a murder case.

Besides, Fatullah police ar-
rested Nurul Islam from his res-
idence at Dharmaganj at about
1 am. He was arrested for his
involvement in anti-people ac-
tivities, police said.

Meanwhile. BNP activists at
Fatullah brought out a proces-
sion in the afternoon demand-
ing immecdiate release ol the ar-
rested leaders.

UNB adds: Police vesterday
arrested a leader ol Mirpur
thana unit ol oppousition BNP

See Page 12 Col 4

Emergency meet
of BNP today

An emergency meeting of
BNP's different committee will
be held at 3 pm today at party's
central office. reports UNB.

Members of the Standing
Committee, Advisory Commit-
tee. executive committee s Vice
Chairman. joint secretary gei-
erals. office-bearers and meni-
bers, presidents and general
secretaries/convenors of front
organisations and Dhaka City
BNP's convenor and joint con-
venors have been requested to
attend the meeting,

See Page 12 Col 1

Autorickshaw

strike today
By Staff Correspondent

The Autorickshaw Drivers'
Association has called a strike
in the city today protesting the
killing ol an autorickshaw
driver last month, said associ-
ation leaders.
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BV Loawtons R tigy arrestes

PABNA. Mar 21: BNP Chair-
person and Leader of the -
sition in the Jatiya Sangsad Be-
gum Khaleda Zia today termed
the water treaty with India a
bluff and said the flow of water
has decreased after signing of
the agreement.

She was addressing a mam-
moth public meeting at Pabna
Town Elall Maidan lndaﬁ.
Presided over by Raliqul Is-
lam Bakul, MP., convenor,
Pabna district BNP, the meeting
was also addressed by among
others, BNP central leaders Fa-
zlur Rahman Patal, Kabir Hos-
sain, Amanullah Aman, Jainul
Abedin Faruk, Mizanur Rah-
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From Ranesh Maitra
man Minu, Alamgir Karim.
Begum Zia in her 30-minute
speech mentioned "failures” of
the Awami League government
— power loadshedding. shortage
of water supply and leakage ol
55C question papers. She said
all these failures have not only-
made life of the people miser-
able but also led to "serious cri-
sis" in the industrial sector,
hampering production. She al-

leged that all these crisis were

being artificially created to
turn Bangladesh into a market
of India.

"We will resist every attempt
lo do s0.” she asserted.

The former prime minister

« the mism

refuted the government's allega-
tion that her BNP. government
clicdd nol produce a single kilo-
watt of electricity. She said the
BNP government had produced
2150 megawatt of electricity in
Maxch 1996 but in March this

gower generation has been
to 1600 megawatt.
year. power gener-
n reduced by 500
e posed the ques-
only because of
nt and ineffi-
t govern-

megawatt,’
tion. "This

ment,”
The Leader ol the Opposition
alleged that the government

See Page 12 Col 1
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US President Bill Clinton (L) shakes hands with his Russian counterpart Boris Yeltsin

before their hilateral meeting at the Finnish Presidential Residence yesterday in Helsinki.
Bill Clinton and Boris Yeltsin will face tough talks over the issue on how to accommodate
a once-mighty and still proud Russia within a new Europe.

US, Russia reach 5 accords

— AFP/UNB photo

at Helsinki Summit

HELSINKI. Mar 21. The
United States and Russia today
adopted five joinl statements
on European security. arms
control and economic issues,
Russian presidential spokes-
man Sergei Yastrzhembsky
said, reports AFP.

He announced the agree-
ments between presidents Bill
Clinton and Boris Yeltsin as the
two ended an afternoon round
of talks at the two-day Helsinki
Sunmumit.

The first agreement is on Eu-

ropean security. the second on
the "parameters of a future re-
duction of nuclear arms.” the

third on anti-ballistic missiles.

the fourth on chemical arms.

and the fifth on American "eco-

nomic initiatives” to help Rus-

sia, Yastrzhembsky said.

"The Declaration on Euro-
pean Security will contain a
passage on NATO.,” the
spokesman said without pro-
viding any further details.

Before the talks began today.
Yeltsin had said. "I'm not con-
vinced" that NATO is not a
threat to Russia. His
spokesman said at the close of
the talks that one of the state-
ments contained a reference to
Russia s opposition to NATO.

Political observers have
noted that Russia is aware that
it cannot block the Western al-
liance's plan to co-opt [ormer
members of the Warsaw Pact.

Clinton said little as the two
[;:rcﬂdumtl‘fm down to business,

ut prodded Yeltsin into a

handshake. "Boris. we should
shake hands.” he urged, accord-
ing to AP.

The two dutitully shook and
then cameras were ushered
from the sunlit room, sur-
rounded by windows overlook-
ing the Gulf of Finland.

The 66-year-old Russian
leader looked thin and old. as
he stepped from a Russian air-
liner yesterday. He underwent
quintuple bypass surgery last
November and was hospitalised
with pneumonia in January

(Clinton. who shifted the
summit from the United States
to Finland to accommodate
Yeltsin, was lifted from Air
Force One in a catering van, his
wrenched knee and su uent
surgery hobbling him.
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Commonwealth Seretary General Chief Emeka Anyaoku called on Prime Minister

Dhaka’s contribution sought

Efforts on to set up £200m

S Asia Fund: Anyaoku

The visiling Commonwealth
Secretary General Chiefl Emeka
Anyaoku yesterday called on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her official residence at
Ganobhaban. reports BSS.

Anyaoku briefed the Prime
Minister about the activities of
ihe Commonwealth., particu-
larly the coming meeting of
Commonwealth heads ol gov-
ernment and state in Edinburgh
this year.

He said the meeting will
mainly focus on economic
issues. trade and investment
and sustainable development.

Anyaoku told the Prime
Minister that efforts are on to
establish South Asia Fund
worth 200 million pound ster-
ling and hoped that Bangladesh
would also make contributions

1o the und.

The Counnnonwealtli Secre-
tary General congratulated
Sheikh Hasina for taking vari-
ous steps lor resolving dilterent
issues including Ganges Waler
Sharing Treaty with India.

He said Commonwealth at-
taches great importance to
democracy.

The Prime Minister said her
government was trying its best
to improve the relations with
its neighbours and other coun-
tries in the region.

She said her government's
foreign policy is based on eco-
nomic diplomacy. Cooperation
between the countries of the re-
gion will help achieve greater
economic development, she
added.

Referring lo the proposed

South Asia lund. Sheikh
Hasina said Bangladesh was
willing to participate in it.

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan. Economic Relations
Division (ERD) Secretary Dr
Masiur Rahman were present
on the occasion.

The Commonweallh Secre-
tary General also called on
(hiet Election Commissioner
Mohammad Abu Hena at his
office in the city.

They discussed dilferent as-
pecis ol a scheduled lour-day
workshop of chiel election

commissioners ol severl Coiult-
monwealth countries ol the ln-
dian Ocean Rim.

The workshop is due to start-
inn Dhaka on April 7.

SSC question papers recovered

Police yesterday arrested
five people, including an exam-

eda e P ¥l recovered two sets al
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Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) glckcd up one
Selim from Zia Colony area in
Dhaka Cantonment. Selim was
carrying two photocopies of
"Ka" and "Kha" sets of question
papers of mathematics.

Later., acting on his state-
ment, CID investigators picked
up Khalilur Rahman Babu, an
examinee from Gulshan Model
School. along with the same
sets of question papers. from
Mahakhali wireless gate area.

Babu mentioned names of
several others who might be in-
volved in leaking SSC question
papers. CID police then arrested
three more people, but could not
trace the person who had sold
the hand-written copies ol the

Ve satvested

question papers.

CID investigators also ar-
rested Azizul. an emplovee of a
photocopier shop "Taj Enter-
prise” from Mahakhali
Columbia Super Market for his

alleged involvement in copying’

leaked questionnaires.

Babu told police that his
brother Zia and brother-in-law
Farhad took the leaked ques-
tion papers to Ghorashal for
Farhad's daughter. Farhad is a
driver ol Ghorashal Thermal
Power House,

The CID police picked up Zia
and Farhad trom Ghorashal
along with copies of the "Kha'
sel question paper ol mathe-
matics and brought them to
Dhaka for interrogation.

37 killed on DU campus
since independence

By Aminul Islam Sajal

At least 37 people were killed
on the Dhaka University cam-
pus since independence, 19 of
them in the last seven years, ac-
cording to sources concerned.

The victims included stu-
dents. outsiders and street
urchins. Most ol the killings
were Lhe results ol infighting in
student organisations.

Since the gruesome killing
of seven students at Mohsin
Hall in April. 1974, the highest
number of students — seven —
were killed on the campus in

| 1991, lollowed by live in 1992,

Arif Hossain Taj, a third
year student of Bangla depart-

- ment. was the last victim. He
| was gunned down allegedly by
activists of rival JCD faction on

March | 3.

In 1996. none was killed on
the campus. In 1995, Joydip
Dutta Chowdhury Bappi. a stu-
dent of Journalism and a BCL
leader. was shot dead at Jagan-
nath Hall

In 1994, three students —
Kamryl Islam Bulbul, Sarwar
Hossain Mithu and Gazi Zakir
Hossain — were killed.

Bulbul died when a tear gas
shell hit him in his neck in
front of the Central Library in
September. Police lobbed the
shell during a clash between
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League and J5D-backed Chha-
tra League on the campus.

Zakir was shot dead by some
unidentitied armed hoodlums
at Jagannath Hall in Novem-
ber.

Two students including a
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)]
leader. Zinnatul [slam Zinnah.
was killed alleged in a clash be-
tween two factions of JCD.

In Septemmber 1992, two ac-
tivists of JCD — Asraful Azam
Mamun and Mahmud Hossain
— were killed reportedly by lel-
low activists. Mamun was
killed at Surya Sen Hall on
September 4. Police recovered
his body from a water reservoir
behind the hall.

On January 9 the same year.
organising secretary of BCL
Muniruzzaman Badal was shot
dead near Jagannath Hall. At
that time. AL chiel Sheikh
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I[srael seals West Bank, Gaza

4 killed, 34 hurt in Tel
Aviv suicide bombing

TEL AVIV. Mar 21: An ex-
plosion ripped through a
downtown cate with merry-
makers dressed in holiday cos-
tumes, killing at least four peo-
ple and wounding 34. according
to paramedics. Police said the
blast was set off by a suicide
bomber, reports AP.

Israel's police chief said the
Muslim militant group Hamas
has claimed responsibility.

A waiter at the Apropo Cof-
fee House on Ben Gurion Boule-
vard said he saw a man walking
into the patio of the cafe just be-
fore the explosion, carrying two
bags and moving between ta-
bles.

"He looked strange,” the

waiter, Gad Ben-Tzur, told the
Associated Press: '| was trying
to pick up an order. A second
later. there was a tremendous
flash and he blew up.”

The witness said that about
20 or 30 people were near the
man when the explosion took
place. A reporter looking down
at the scene of the explosion
from above said that the blast
damage blossomed out in a cir-
cle with chairs, table and um-
brellas scattered in a jumble.

Mayhem erupted when the
explosion went off at 1:45 pm
(1145 GMT). A 6-month-old
baby. wearing a red-and-blue
clown's costume for the Jewish

See Page 12 Col 4

Our Staff Correspondent
adds: 55C examination of
mathematics under the five ed-
ucatiori boards will be heid o~
day as scheduled. according to
sources in the Ministry of Edu-
cation. .

The examination is going to

be held amidst widespread ru- .

mours of leakage of question
paper.

A high official of the Educa-

tion Ministry. talking to this
correspondent, said. "Those
who pay heed to rumours will
be in trouble tomorrow
(Saturday).” He, however. de-
clined to elaborate.

Meanwhile. the Ministry ol
Education had recommended to
the Ministry of Establishment
stern aclion againsl a magis-
frate ot Chokona thana under
(ox's Bazar district and an As-

See Page 12 Col 8

Sheikh Hasina at Ganobliaban

—PID photo

“FHErroristefr@m

Hasina leaves
for Pakistan
today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves here for Islam-
abad this morning to attend a
stimmit of the Organisation of
[slamic Conference (OIC). re-
ports UNB. '

The extraordinary OIC
sumimi! is being hosted by Pak-
istan in its capital on Sunday
in celebration of the golden ju-
bilee of its independence.

Pakistan was horn as a sepa-
r:ite homeland for the Muslims

See Page 12 Col 2

2 policemen shot
in clash with
terrorists in Ctg

From Staft Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 21: Two
policemen including a sub-in-
spector sustained bullet wounds
cluring a guntight with a group
ol armed terrorists near MES
college last might.

Sub-inspector Mizan was hit
by the bullet in his loin while
another constable in his hand.
hospitlal sources said.

Police said the guntight en-
sued at 10 pm last night after a

olice_team chased a group of

“the GBEC cioss-
ing. At one stage. the terrorists
took shelter behind a hill near
the MES college (rom where
Lhey fired on the police.

EUCSU polls
today

The elections ol the Engi-
neering University Central
Students' Union (EUCSU) and
nine hall unions of the univer-
sity will be held today from 8
am to 1 pm. reports B5S.

A total ot 49 candidates from
several panels are contesting
Lthe EUCSU election for seven
posts, )
Bangladesh Chhatra League

See Page 12 col 5
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