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Afncan states call for
ceasefire in Zaire

NAIROBI, Mar 20: African
heads of state meeting in
Nairobi called Wednesday for
an immediate ceasefire in Zaire
and "the creation of the neces-
sary environment to facilitate a
negotiated settlement" of the
civil war there, reports AFP.

The six-nation conference
called for urgent implementa-
tion of a five-point peace S]m
drawn up by Mohamed Sah-
noun, the special envoy of the
United Nations and the Organi-
sation of African Unity to the
Great Lake region. But made no
new proposals to end the tur-
moil in the giant central
African nation.

A final communique said
the leaders "urged all parties to
do their utmost to facilitate ac-
cess for humanitarian assis-
tance and invited all UN agen-
cies and other humanitarian
organisations to provide this

a t .1|
Ettnnaing the summit,
which lasted just over four

hours. were Kenyan President

Daniel Arap oi, Zairean
Prime Minister Kengo wa
Dondo, sacked Tuesday' by

Zaire's transitional parliament
in a vote his supporters have re-
ected as unconstitutional,
sidents Robert Mugabe of
Zimbabwe and Pascal ba
of Congo, Vice President Thabo
Mbeki of South Africa and
Prime Minister Peter Mafany
Musonge of Cameroon.

The communique said they
"expressed grave concern at the
rapidly deteriorating situation
in eastern Zaire, in icular
the continued loss of lives suf-
fering of refugees, displaced
persons and other victims of
the conflict as well as destruc-
tion of property and infrastruc-
ture.”

Moi did not invite Zairean
rebel leader Laurentdesire Ka-
bila to the summit because he is
not a head of state, and the
communique aveoided naming
Kabila or his rebel alliance.
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Mobutu leaves hospital: rresident Mobutu
Sese Seko of Zaire, whose health has been the subject of rumors
for days. left a Monaco hospital Wednesday evening and was
expected to fly home to a war-torn and rudderless Zaire by
Saturday, AP reports from Monaco.

Moments after Mobutu's departure for his nearby French
Riviera villa. the huge security presence that had accompanied

him at the Princess Grace hospital — includi
France and Monaco and Zairian security

police from
guards — had van-

ished. "He with his family and pleased to be at the villa," said
Nzanga Mobutu, the president’'s son and chief spokesman.

Blast ]{i]ls 1 in Greece: one person was

killed and six others were injured, one seriously, Wednesday in
a gas explosion at Athens central renti fruit and vegetable
market, firemen and medical sources said, AFP reports from

Athens.

The blast which caused a fire and damaged a building and
surrounding shops occurred in a banana processing plant. In-
vestigators said it was probably caused by an acetylene leak.

4,617 cops killed in Colombia since '90:

A total of 4,

17 policemen have been killed since 1990 in

Colombia. The most anywhere in the world, a senior police
official said Wednesday, Reuter reports from Bogota.

Gen. Ismael Trujillo, head of the judicial
the number of police fatalities an

police or Dijin, said
the fact that B1 of every

1000.000 Colombians was a victim of homicide or murder, un-
derscored the "crime epidemic” that has been tearing Colombia

apart for years.

"We're killing each other for the most futile and elementary
things," Trujillo said, adding that rampant corruption and a
weak judicial system also meant that at least 90 per cent of all
crimes in Colombia went unpunished.

Top Nigerian journalist held: roiice

in Lagos on

ednesday arrested a top journalist on the Lagos-

based evening newspaper Today's News yesterday. the paper
said in a statement, AFP reports from Lagos.

News Editor Tokunboh Oloruntoba was arrested in his office
in place of the newspaper's editor, Owei Lakemfa, and crime
correspondent. In a letter, police had earlier invited Lakemfa

and the crime re

ment said.

Misha

rter to "a chat” at the local police station in,
capnectian, with Ay, plleged, Twropgful pUblication, ; Hie State;,.
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claims 9 in M
unexpected thaw in arctic conditions sent nine
their death when their bus fell through ice into a

L

ongolians to
eep river.

Xinhua reported yesterday. AFP reports from Beijing.
The nine. comprising six adults and three children, were
driving on the frozen Selenge river in northern Mongolia on

March 18 when disaster struck, the news

agency said. The thick

ice cracked. plunge the bus into the three-metre-deep (10-foot)
river, and all nine drowned almost immediately.

Taliban free 2 French workers: r.

French aid workers released by Afghanistan's Taliban militia

after intervention by

the Organisation ol the Islamic

Conference (OIC) arrived in the Pakistani capital late
Wednesday. AFP reports from Islamabad. _

Frederic Michel, 28, and Jose Daniel Llorente, 30. had earlier
been sentenced to one month in jail on charges of violating
[slamic law — they had already served 26 days — and were then
expelled from Afghanistan. The two men arrived in Islamabad
in good physical condition on board an aircraft of the Interna-
tional Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC]), reporters witnessed,
having been handed over to OIC deputy head Ibrahim al-Bakr.

16 Execute(i ill Ch.ina.: Authorities in the

soputhern Chinese city of Guangzhou have executed 16
criminals, a Hong Kong newspaper reported yesterday, Reuter

reports from Hong Kong.

The 16. who were all convicted of violent crimes ranging
from armed robbery to kidnapping. were executed on Wednesday
shortly after their sentences were annournced in a Guarngzhou

court, the independent daily Ming Pao said. No further

etails

were available. China earlier this week announced the launch

of the spring session of its "strike hard" campaign, the nation's

biggest crackdown on crime. Thousands are believed to have
« been executed since the campaign began last April.

Strike EParalxses Haiti: cop Haitian, the

second largest town in

aiti and 260 kilometers (162 miles)

north of Port-au-Prince the capital, was paralysed by a general
strike Wednesday Haitian officials said, AFP reports from Port-

au-Prince. The strike

was called by

local grass-roots

International

Hel_sinki summit begins

Clinton, Yeltsin voice common
commitment to peace in Europe

HELSINKI, Finland, Mar 20:
Leaving behind problems at
home, President Clinton and
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin
come together Thursday voicing
a common commitment to
peace in Europe but deeply di-
vided on how to ensure it, re-

s AP.

The main point of con-
tention on their summit
agenda: Clinton wants to ex-
pand NATO's security blanket
eastward to cover former War-
saw pact members; Yeltsin says
that would isolate Russia and
mark a return to Cold War divi-
siveness in Europe,

Whatever the outcome of the
two-day summit — and both
sides played down expectations
inadvance — NATO enlarge-
ment appeared inevitable.

Clinton, belore deparung
Wllhingtunu;n Wednesday
night, mi to pursue’ a ro-
hule’t -t rship between NATO
and Russia, a relationship that
makes Russia a true partner of
the alliance.”
"NATO is not an ssive or-
ganization trying to limit, re-
strict or undermine anyone
who wants to treat their neigh-
bours with respect,” he said.

Yeltsin, faﬁtng enormous
opposition at home to any ex-

ansion of the 16-member al-
Hlm:t. appeared determined to

H‘tuugh to the end and ex-

as many concessions as
possible.
On the eve of the summit, his
spokesman, Sergei Yastrzhem-
, did not rule out "gradual
progress.” but complained the

éxpansion pian “already has
undermined the mutual trust”
between Russia and the West,
particularly the United States.

"The achievement of a for-
mal agreement is not foreseen.”
Yastrzhembsky told reporters
in Helsinki.

Clinton and Yeltsin plan to
take up a U54pml)osed charter
to give Russia a larger role in
NATO deliberations, but no veto
over alliance military actions.

NATO is preparing to invited
former Soviet allies from Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe to join
the alliance in 1998 at a summit
in Madrid this July. Hungary,
Poland and the Czech Republic
are leading candidates.

The two leaders come to-
gether on neutral turf for their
11th meeting in four years.

They meel Thursday night with
Finnish President Martti Ahti-
saari and again Friday at the
sprawling Finnish presidential
ace on the seacoast outside
central Helsinki. '

Despite a chilling wind from
the north and a dusting of snow,
the city was anxious to show a
warm welcome.

"We'll take good care of you
here so that you'll be able to
make good decisions for Europe
and mankind,” Finnish Prime
Minister Paavo Lipponen
promised.

On a more tangible level,
Finlandia vodka put out a spe-
cial summit lable, street swee
ers worked around the clock,
and sumnmit organizers fed de-
tails to a global audience on the
Internet.

Dozens of expelled Albanians run on the airfield after their arrival at Tirana Wednesday,
flanked by armed guards. Italy on Wednesday expelled 135 Albanians it deemed to be dan-
gerous in the first such repatriation by Italian army helicopters since the refugee exodus

began from strife-worn Albania.

— AFP/UNB photo

]ia:ﬁn.

organisations. the officials added. Barricades were thrown up al
the entry points to the town, and demonstrators hurled stones

Pak forces step up security in
.. Islamabad for OIC summit. .

ISLAMABAD. Mar 20: Pak-
istani army, police and intelli-
gence have teamed up in a mas-
sive security operation for a
special summit of the Organi-
sation of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC] to be held here Sun-
day, reports AFP.

Hundreds of troops, besides
police and paramilitary
rangers, have been mobilised to
provide the tightest security
umbrella here since the second
Islamic summit hosted by Pak-
istan in Lahore in 1974, official
sources said. :

"We are alert and alive to our
responsibility to ensure com-
plete security for leaders from
the Muslim world,” said a se-
nior official associated with the

“arrangements. "We are doing

our best.”

The contingent have held
rehearsals to prepare for the big
event. which will gather at least
25 heads of state and govern-
ment from across the world to
mark the country's 50th an-
niversary of independence.

Last-minute touches are be-
ing given to a modern conven-
tion centre specially built for
the summit conference at a cost
of around nine million dollars.

Troops will on Friday for-
mally take over security in and
around the centre, located near
the Parliament building
against a backdrop of green
hills skirting the picturesque
capital city.

Military police will regulate
traffic and provide ceremonial

the heavily-guarded Islamabad
International Airport.

The airport will be closed to
all commercial domestic and
international flights on March
22 and 24. Airport sources said
flights had already been

! .

Cuba ready to

accept MRTA
rebels

TOKYO, Mar 20: Cuba is
ready to accept Peruvian rebels
holding hostages in Lima to
break an impasse in the three-
month standoff, a Japanese
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said today, reports AFP.

Japan's Vice Foreign Minis-
ter Masahiko Komura formally
asked Cuban President Fidel
Castro to grant asylum to Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Move-
ment (MRTA) rebels holding 72
hostages at the Japanese am-
bassadors’ residence,
spokesman said.

Castro told the envoy Cuba
was ‘ready” to accept them, the
spokesman said, citing a brief-
ing given to Japanese reporters
in Havana.

Komura arrived in Havana
on Wednesday for talks on what
role Cuba could play in con-
vincing MRTA rebels to release
hostages taken at the residence
on December 17.

Komura told reporters his

the

" rescheduled. '
" [1'The government suspeénded’

issuance of visas to foreigners
by Pakistani missions world-
wide. The restriction will be
lifted after March 26, officials
said.

Iranian President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani will be
among the top heads of state
converging on Islamabad on a
guest list which also includes
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat.

King Hassan of Morocco is
also expected along with the
Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber
Ahmed Al-Sabah and Turkish
President Suleman Demirel.

Jordan will be represented
by Crown Prince Hassan Ibn
Talal if King Hussein himself
cannot make it to Islamabad,
Pakistani officials said.

Police sources said entry
into and exit of all vehicles
from Islamabad would be sub-

' {';:;:t to strict checks at all points

special teams deployed for
the p :
The 15-kilometre
miles) route from the airport
and all other sensitive roads
around the convention centre

and villas where the dignitaries
will stay will be guarded b
troops.. Connecting roads will
be fenced off with barbed wire.
Before the special summit
the heads of delegations will
join Pakistani leaders at a
grand hour-long military pa-
rade commemorating the 50th
independence anniversary ol

(nine

Hindu nationalists,
low-caste decide
to form coalition

govt in India
NEW DELHI, Mar 20: Right-
wing Hindu nationalists and a
arty representing low-caste
indus Wednesday decided to
form a coalition government in

India’s biggest state to end a six-
month political impasse. re-
ports AP,

The two parties will have ro-
tating state chiel ministers for
six months each — the first such
experiment in India.

The coalition partners will
meet Romesh Bhandari, the
state governor, in Lucknow, the
state capital, on Thursday and
stake their claim to form the
government, said L K Advani
and Kanshi Ram, leaders of
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Bahujan
Samaj Party respectively, at a
oint news conference in New

elhi.

The BJP had won the most
votes in an indecisive state elec-
tions in September but it could
not win enough support ifrom
other parties to form a govern-
ment.

In the 425-member state as-
sembly, the BJP and its allies
won 176 seats and the BSP 67.

The BSP had allied itself
with the Congress Party in the
last elections but decided to end

the cooperation and join hands
with the BJP.

Federal authorities have
been directly ruling Uttar
Pradesh state in the absence of
an elected government

won frem 134 votin
in the state, says a BJP-domi-
nated ,government would fan
religious tension in-the state.
The BJP controlled Uttar
Pradesh in 1992, when bloody
riots broke out after Hindu
zealots destroyed an ancient
Muslim mosque near the state
capital.

Clinton decides to
nominate George

Tenet as
- CIA chief

WASHINGTON, Mar 20:
President Bill Clinton has de-
cided to nominate acting CIA
-Director George Tenet to be
permanent chief of the sﬂy
a%ﬂnc}r and director of the
whole US intelligence commu-
nity, senior administration of-
ficials said Wednesday, reports
Reuter.

"The president believes
Tenet is well qualified for the
post,” said one senior White
House official. "He's more than
satisfied.”

The nomination of Tenet,
44, who was Deputy CIA Direc-
tor before his interim appoint-
ment as acting director last De-
cember, replaces that of An-
thony Lake, who withdrew from
consideration on Monday after
harsh Senate confirmation
hearings.

Tenet, a close friend of
Lake's, was unlikely to en-
counter similar stiff opposition

,The, United Fromt, which,,
' distriets,
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Off the Record

Diana Princess of Wales leaves the Savoy Hotel in London
Wednesday where she attended the Daily Star Gold

— AFP/UNB photo

Royal terrier in
attacking mood

LONDON : Two housemaids at Bucki

am Palace have quit

after they were attacked by Prince Andrew's pet dog, a press

report said here on Thursday,
" Charlotte Bri

reports AFP.
s, 23, who was bitten on the leg, and a second

maid have left after maulings by Bendicks, a Jack Russell
terrier, The Sun newspaper claimed.

The pape

r claimed the dog fiercely guards Andrew's rooms at

the palace in London and had attacked two other members of

the royal staff last year.

"Andrew doesn’l care and thinks it's a bit of a laugh," a "royal

insider’ was quoted as saying.

Good news for
CHICAGO : If older women take estrogen they may avoid dry

skin and wrinkling according to a new report published in the
latest issue of the American Medical ﬂlmﬂlli:::l'ﬁ Archives of

Dermatology,” reports AFP.

University of Califormia researchérs found that non-comn'!’

FEFWHHE uge ef es

sunlight, estrogen use amo
decrease in the likelihood of

rs to.help préevent s ,. -
skin problems associated mtﬁgi ]F -2 H one: of e - E
The study, which. foemss8d on 3,

found that after adjusting for age, body mass an

40 to 74’ -
exposure to

75 women

women was associated with a
skin.

The odds of wrinkling also were substantially lower among

estrogen users.

Myanmar army keeps up
pressure on Karens

BANGKOK, Mar 20: The
Myanmar army pounded an
ethnic Karen area inside
Myanmar with mortar fire
Thursday, continuing an attack
against the rebel Karen Na-
tional Union that has sent
about 3,500 people fleeing to-
ward Thailand, reports AP.

Karen sources along the bor-

der said the refugees, scattered °
in pockets over several kilome- .

tres (miles) along he frontier,
were being denied entry by Thai
troops into Thailand's Ratch-
aburi province unless the fight-
ing gets closer.

A spokesman for Thailand's
9th Army Division, which con-
trols the border area, has con-
firmed that Karen refugees were
"being asked” to stay on the
Myanmar side unless their
safety is in imminent danger.

Relief workers believe the
refugees are within range of ar-
tillery and mortars and are im-
periled by continual Myanmar
Army advances. They accuse

dangerment.

Thailand came under criti-
cism from the United States,
the European Union and human
rights groups last month for
denying en to fighting-age
Karen males fleeing the fighting
and for forcibly sending hun-
dreds of women, children and
others back into Myanmar.

Government officials have
expressed outrage at the criti-
cism, noting Thailand has shel-
tered some 100,000 people flee-
ing Myanmar's conflicts over
the past decade, including per-
haps 20,000 from the most re-
cent offensive. Government and
army officials have given con-
flicting statements."

The Myanmar bombard-
ment., unleashed Tuesday, was
hitting areas about 10 kilome-
ters (six miles) from the border, .
said Karen sources speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The Myanmar Army has
consolidated its positions as it
has advanced and is on the

verge of taking control of the

in winning Senate confirma- ’
o frontier for the first time.

tion.

Albanian rebel s rule out force

role was to "ask Cuba to accept
rebels with utmost courtesy.”

the world's second largest Mus-
lim country after Indonesia.

vanguard escorts on motorbikes

the Thai Army of appllying
for heads of delegations from

at cars, witnesses said, overly strict definitions of en-

Peace march thru’ former Khmers’

strongholds begins in Cambodia

BATTAMBANG. Cambodia.
Mar 20: Hundreds of peace

Two Japanese monks, one beat-
ing a drum, joined the march.

abducted there as they tried to
ersuade Ta Mok, a ruthless

" TIRANA, Albania, Mar 20:
Albanian rebels backed away
from threats of further violence

mobilise thousands of armed
men to punish those who in-
cited mayhem “according to the

in toppling Berisha

insurrection.
At least three people were re-
ported killed in the southern

marchers led by Cambodia's Before the pilgrimage is fin- hmer Rouge general, to lead laws of war, as traitors to the city of Korca, and Europe tried
supreme Buddhist monk set out  ished, thuusarfd of other peo-  his men nui‘gu battle. Pol Pot, f_.:’ﬂ;,ﬁ:ﬂ“fﬁgf‘ ﬁéfsrﬁsf;ﬂiﬁﬂﬁ Albanian nation.” to }:Znntalﬂ the turmoil that has
Thursday on a pilgrimage ple are expected to join - includ-  whose rumored death last year could soon end and be replaced It said it was "determined to rocked Albania for the past 2
across mine-littered territory ing the highly controversial has never been confirmed, may by a semblance of normality, protect under any circum- and half weeks, with Italy re-
that until eight months ago was  Ieng Sary, a deputy prime min-  also be in Anlong Veng. 7 reports AP, stances all the democratic insti- turning about 300 would be
a war zone controlled by Khmer ister of the genocidal Khmer "We wish Pol Pot, Ta Mok Ruling out force for the first tutions of the country, property . refugees who have landed on its

Huu%:z guerillas, reports AP,
The annual pilgrimage led
by Maha Ghosananda in his
uest for peace is this year more
than just symbolic - it dramati-
cally shows how far this war-
wrecked nation has moved to-
ward peace since the vast ma-
{ﬂrity of Khmer Rouge started
aying down arms last August.

Maha Ghosananda, 73, a
three-time nominee for the No-
bel Peace Prize, clapsed his
hands and murmured prayers
for peace as he led about 400

Rouge regime who broke ranks
with his long-time comrades
last year and led the first defec-
tions of war-weary guerillas to
the government.

The Maoist-inspired Khmer
Rouge, led by leng Sary's
brother-in-law, the notorious
Pol Pot, caused the deaths of an
estimated 2 million people
when they ruled Cambodia
from 1975 to 1979. The gueril-
las have battled successive cen-
tral governments since.

and other hardliners would
stop war and make peace with
us,” said nun Then Sim, 62, who
lost three children under the
Khmer Rouge. "But | promise if
they make Peace* I will harbor
no desire for revenge against
them at all."

A Khmer Rouge defeclor
Irom Pailin, Duong Dy Sovann,
37, said residents of the gem-
rich town were preparing a
large ceremony to weleome the
marchers next Wednesday.
Pailin was the destination of

time in their bid to oust Presi-
dent Sali Berisha, the southern
rebels led by Xhevat Kociu said
they would still work to force
Berisha out but "we are plan-
ning to do this in a democratic
fashion.”

Kociu's comments came in
the final hours of an ultimatum
imposed by his rebels for
Berisha to resign.

The former general told As-
sociated Press Television in the
southern town of Saranda that
Albania's 12 rebel-controlled
districts of the south would

and the freedom of citizens
from a possible military at-
tack.”

The committee, which said it
is based in Tirana, said it would
"use all its force" to challenge
"groups paid by the historical
enemies of Albania," it did not
elaborate.

Fino, who already had re-
jected the southern rebels’ de-
mand that Berisha resign im-
mediately. urged the people on
Wednesday to support police
and army efforts to establish
order,

shores. Albania suspended the
joint operation after Italy re-
turned more than the agreed
number of 200. some of whom
did not meet the criterion of

hlﬂnf a prior criminal record
in Italy.

Former prisoners con-
tributed to the anarchy. Alba-
nia's 1,7000 prisoners — 700 of
whom are considered hardcore
criminals — have been freed,
most court houses have been
burned or otherwise damaged
and all judicial files have been
burned, said Justice Minister

'leng S has walked from .
Eﬁiﬂltﬁuéﬁ?ﬁﬂ{s r?:::tlﬂﬁes?;g the dark aj?:;ce into the light Maha Ghosananda's pilgrimage meet Friday to chart their next "The government will have  Spartak Ngjela.
: place." said Maha Ghosananda. in 1994 when the marchers IMOVES. no mercy and will use all the A delegation from the Eure-

city at dawn on the first nine-
kilometer (five mile) leg,

The 24-day, 338-kilometre
(210-mile) journey will eventu-
ally reach the former Khmer
Rouge strongholds of Pailin and

“l wish other Khmer Rouge will
do the same."

An estimated 10,000 gueril-
las have defected since IEIE%

Sary made his . About
to 3,000 hardliners are still

were caught in a cross-fire. A
Buddhist nun and monk were
killed and four people wounded.

Duong Dy Sovann expressed

concern about mines around

Seven-year-old Mark Rayer of Fairfax, VA protests child

pornography on the Internet Wednesday outside of the

Kociu's comments followed
signs of support for Berisha
both from the government led

Prime Minister Bash

o and from a newly

lished vigilante force calling it-

estab- -

power of the law against organ-
ised crime, the gangs that are
terrorising the Albanian peo-
ple, and will intensity its ef-
forts to eliminate them.” he
warned.

pean Union also stressed the
need to re-establish security be-
fore massive aid shipments
could start. Jan Graf de Marc-
hand et d‘ﬂ.nsrmburﬁ, the head
of the 11-member delegation,

Fhﬁ?idbéiasj. I — hnlding nutf ar;ﬂund t.':lrlc nnr;h* thel Pailin area, which he said US Supreme Court Building in Washington. In a historic self the Committee of National E-i:ill, 1}1: country will Pccd told report T: ""u‘;’: won't I' ﬁh&
attamban ern town o ong Veng, but  earlier this month killed thr - i i ' Salvation. weeks to begin (o recover irom to do anything by way Of I~
8 e s b A sttt oo = S e eﬁ.: case about free-speech rights in cyberspace, the court will the turmoil that began after nmn"an:ﬁ] help or for eco-

candles and incense to welcome
the marchers and held out
bowls of water to refresh them.

peace will soon come.
Government Pem negotia-
tors are thought to have been

ining official said the marchers
had been warned not to stray
from the intended path.

hear arguments involving a new law which severely re-
stricts indecent material on the Internet computer net-

work,

— AFP/UNB photo

Wamin%tcffuns to negotiate
with the rebels on Berisha's res-

ignation, the organisation said

|in a statement that it would

hundreds of thousands lost
money in shady investment
schemes and tumed to armed

nomic improvement of the situ-
ation if the security part is not
completely covered.



