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Rumour aboud
removal of
Energy M uuster

Star Report

Strong rumour aboutl chang-
ing the portiolio of Energy Min-
ister Lt Gen (retd] Noor tiddin
Khan became a hot topic of dis-
cussion in the city yesterday.

Rumour spread that Noor
Uddin Khan was removed from
the Energy Ministry and given
the charge of the Works Min-
istry. while Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad
Nasim has been given the En-
ergy Ministry as an additional
charge. However, the rumour
proved to be without any sub-
stance.

From morning yesterday.
this rumour was discussed in
the offices of the Secretariat.
the Press Club. different busi-
ness cenires and other private
and public offices.

e rumour was al first be-
lieved by even the top-ranking
officials of the Energy Ministry.
The Energy Minister himself
came to know about the
rurmnour. apparently. when he
came to the office in the morn-
ing. sources close to the Energy
Minister said.

See Page 12 Col 2

Govt determined
to implement
women dev
policies: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vesterday called upon
the womenfolk of the country to
participate in the economic ac-
tivities for ensuring economic
progress of the nation, reports
UNB.

"People will be able to enjoy
fruits of economic development
and democracy il we can in-
volve the women in develop-
ment activities ensuring their
social status.” she said at a re-
ception accorded to her at Wom-
en's Sports Complex in the city
yest:rdar.

Mohila Muktijoddha San-
gsad accorded the reception to
the Prime Minister on her being
honoured the "Doctor of Law” by
the University of Boston. USA.

The Prime Minister said it
would be difficult for the nation

1o face the challenges of 215t
céimury sii- development ol
women cannol be ensured in po-
litical, economical and social

seclors.
See Page 12 Col 4

Business leaders
urge shifting of
weekly holiday

to Sunday

By Staff Correspondent

A group of top business lead-
.ers have urged the government
to shift the weekly holiday
from Friday to Sunday for the
greater interest of trade and in-
dustry.

Country's exporters and im-
porters are losing business
transaction with foreign coun-
tries for two days in a week be-
cause ol the weekly holiday on
Friday, the business leaders
said in joint statement yester-
day.
In this regard, they men-
tioned that the weekly holiday
was shifted from Sunday to
Friday in September 1982 by
the then government without
any consultation with the lead-
ers of trade and industry.

Since then the change has
cost the country's economy very
dearly as (he main trading

Sce Page 12 Col 6
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Four BNP leaders
eld under SPA

In a pre-dawn police swoop
esterday, four top-ranking BNP
eaders were picked up and

given 30 days' detention under
the Special Powers Act of 1974.
The arrested are: BNP Joint

Secretary General Dr Khan-
dakar Mosharraf Hossain, MP;
central leader Abdul Mannan,

MP: Mirza Abbas and Goyesh-
war Chandra Roy, President
and Secretary respectively of
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal, party's
youth wing. All the four were
ministers in the previous BNP
government.

" A press release faxed from
the Detective Branch of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police last night
acknowledged arrest of the four
BNP leaders under the Special
Powers Act of 1974.

"The arrested have been
given one month's detention to
restrain them from activities
affecting law and order and

CHAITRA 7 1403 BS.

By Staff Correspondent

other harmful acts,” the release
added.

Later, an identical
announcement was made
thro a government handout.

BNP chief and Leader of the
Opposition in the dJatiya
Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia,at
an independence day function
in the cltF yesterday, alleged
that the four leaders of her
party were arrested without any
specific charges.

"We know false charges will

be brought against them,” she

said, adding the arrests were
made as the government got
frightened by the planned har-
tal on March 23.

The arrests. that sparked off
stormy protests by BNP ac-
tivists across the city, came
ahead of the eight-hour coun-
trywide hartal on March 23 at
the call of the major opposition
party. This will be the first such

programme against the nine-
month-old government of
Awami League that returned to

wer after 21 years.

Plainclothes policemen,
backed by the uniformed ones,
simultaneously conducted raids
at the opposition leaders' city
residences, police said.

A son of Dr Mosharraf. talk-
ing to The Daily Star over tele-
phone yesterday afternoon said

that plainclothes and uni-
form police personnel came
to their residence at around

5:00 am. They could not produce
any warrant of arrest he said,
adding that his father was
asked to go to the police sta-
tion.

From the residence of Mirza
Abbas, it was alleged that truck-
loads of policemen came there
at around 5:30 am. They jumped
over the boundary wall and en-

See Page 12 Col 3

Protesters damage

vehicles, ransack
shops: 11 held

By Staff Correspondent

At least 15 vehicles were
damaged and more than a dozen
shops were ransacked in Moti-

jheel and Ramna thana areas

when angry activists of BNP
and its front organisations
went on rampage to protest the
arrest of four BNP leaders.

Police arrested 11 people
ﬂurin%1 the sporadic violence
near the Jatiya Press Club, Pu-
rana Paltan, Kakrail, Bijoyna-
gar and adjoining areas durin
the day yesterday. police an
witnesses said.

A group of people, reportedly
Jubo Dal activists, first brought
out a protest procession from
Motijheel area as the news of
arrest of the BNP leaders spread
at about 11-am, witnesses said.

The processionists started
pelting stones at two restau-
rants and shops on Topkhana
Road near the Jatiya Press
Club. Later, police resorted to
lathi charge to disperse the
crowd. '

Later. in the afternoon an-
other protest procession was
brought out in front of the cen-
tral office of the BNP at Kakrail

See Page 12 Col 3
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Gulf War returnees

4551 Bangladeshis to

get compensation
under Category-A

By Reaz Ahmad

An amount of 11,377,500 US
dollars will be disbursed soon
as cnm(fensattun among 4,551
affected Bangladeshis who had
fled from Kuwait and Iraq dur-
ing the Gulf War, olfficial
sources said here yesterday.

The 4,651 Bangladeshis had
claimed compensation under
Category-A, providing for 2,500

"to 5.000 US dollars to each

claimant, the sources said.

The United Nations Com-
pensation Council (UNCC). a
Geneva-based organisation of
the UN Security Council trans-
ferred the amount to the bank
account of the Bangladesh mis-
sion in New York on Thursday
last. the sources said. The UNCC
has faxed a message to this el-
fect to Dhaka, the sources said.
Disbursement will start as soon
as the money is available. they

added.

A total of 71,291 affected
Bangladeshis. who had fled
from Kuwait and Iraq had liled
claims for compensation,

The UNCC began work in De-
cember 1993 to resolve the
worldwide compensation
claims by persons affected by
the Gulf War. It had approved
the compensation claims by
4.551 Bangladeshis in its Octo-
ber 20, 1994 meeting but the
money could not be disbursed
due to non-availability of fund,
the sources said.

Later, on March 23, 1995, the
UNCC also approved claims of
more 13,269 Bangladeshis. But
the compensation money is yet
to be channeled due to shortage
of tund.

The UNCC earlier channeled
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BNP Chairperson Begum Kha
programmes at Ramna Batmul in the city yesterday.

of the'party'ﬁ"-wﬂhk-lnng Independence Day

=

— Star photo

Arrests can't halt BNP
movement: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiyva Sangsad and BNP
chairperson Beguin Khaleda Zia
warned yesterday that a greater
movement would be launched to
oust the government if it failed
to run the country democrati-
cally.

"People don't want to see you
(AL) in power. Annul the accord
selling out the country, aban-
don plans of giving transit and
forming sub-regional grouping,
only then we can extend our co-
operation’, Begum Zia said.

The BNP chief was address-
ing the inaugural function of a
week-long programme- of her
party in celebration of the In-
dependence Day '97 at the
Ramna Park in the city.

Convenor of the 'Indepen-
dence Day Celebration Com-
niittee. 1997 Mir Shawkat Al
‘chaired . the function
turned into a protest rally as
the speakers strongly protested
the arrest ol four BNP leaders

that -

yesterday morning.

Referring to the arrest of
BNP leaders Khandaker Mosha-
rratf Hossain, Abdul Mannan.
Mirza Abbas and Goyeshar Ch-
andra Roy. the BNP chair-
person told the gathering that
they were arrested without any
charges. "But we know it very
well that now false cases will be
filed against them."

Reiterating the hartal call
that she had announced on
Wednesday. Begum Zia said that
"our movement cannot be
halted by arresting the party
leaders.”

Speaking at the function,
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan also said that
the four BNP leaders were ar-
rested without any charges
against them and the arrests
were made without any war-
rant, ‘Till-2 pw today, 1o cases
were lodged against thent .

BNP leaders Oli Ahmed, Ab-
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'Sub-regional grouping doesn’t mean separate body’

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday said the
government has agreed to im-
plement the 1980 Indo-Ban
irade agreement and 1993
SAPTA accord envisaging tran-
sit facilities for India, reports
UNB.

"We have {]usi reaffirmed our
commitment to these ee-
ments and agreed to take ap-

ropriate measures Lowards
urther fulfilment of these
agreements,” he told a crowded
press conference at the Foreign
Office in the city.
The Foreign Minister read

previous agreements from the
agreed minutes of the Joint
Economic Commission (JEC)
signed by him and his Indian
counterpart | K Gujral in New
Delhi on March 12.

The 1980 Indo-Bangladesh
bilateral agreement signed dur-
ing late President Ziaur Rah-
man's term provides for "mutu-
ally beneficial arrangements
for the use of their waterways,
roadways and railways for
commerce between the Lwo
countries and for passage ol

goods between two places in one

the other.”
The 1993 SAPTA agreement
signed during former Prime

out the relevant parts of the two

country through the territory of

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's
government provides for "de-
veloping and improving com-
munication system, transport
infrastructure and transit facil-
ities for accelerating the growth
of trade within the region.”
"It's not the Awami League
government... You know who
was the President in 1980 and
who was the Prime Minister in
1993," Azad told a questioner.
The Foreign Minister said it

PM leaves for
Pakistan
tomoIrrow

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will pay a three-day
visit to Pakistan from March
22 at the invitation of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif to at-
tend the extra-ordinary summit
of the OIC, reports UNB.

The summit will coincide
with the celebration of the 50th
anniversary of independence of
Pakistan.

The theme of Islamabad ex-
tra-ordinary OIC summit is
preparing the Islamic world for
the 21st century.

During her stay. Prime Min-
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Govt only agreed to implement two
accords signed in '80 & '93: FM

is a must to go ahead with steps
to expand trade Dbetween
Bangladesh and countries in
the region for the benefit of the
country.

Asked whether giving transit
to India is a must. he said
"Everything is must.... What-
ever is needed. we will de for the
economic benefit of the coun-
try.” ]

Referring to border trade, the
Foreign Minister said ne deci-
sion has yet been taken to open
border trade immediately.

At the JEC meeting, he said,
the two sides agreed to sét up a
Group of Experts who would ex-
amine the matter and work out
a practicable modality, after
which such trade may open at a
very limited scale. ensuring the
interest ol Bangladesh and its
trade.

About railway, he said the
two sides discussed the possibil-
ity of reopening the Petrapole-
Benapole line as a viable alter-
native to avoid the bottleneck
created by the heavy congestion
of cargo traflic through the road
link in the same area.

About the proposed subre-
gional cooperation, grouping
Bangladesh, India. Nepal and
Bhutan within SAARC. the
Foreign Minister said such co-
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Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday said the gov-

morality of investment of un-

fund-holders to invest in the
industrial sector. reports UNB.
"We could debate the moral-

money. but we have to deter-
mine first which is
debate on the issue or industri-

said.
"It is clear that we want in-
vestment for employment gen-

poverty alleviation ...
who have such untaxed money
should come forward to invest
shedding all hesitation.” Kibria

said.
The Finance Minister was
addressing the 16th annual
the

eneral meeting of
Eanulachuh Tax Lawyers Asso-
ternoon.

that the modalities for the in-

ernment wants no debate on the

taxed money and urged such

ity of the investment of untaxed
t —

alisation of the country.” he

eration. economic growth and
s0 those

ciation [BTLA) at the Jatiya
Press Club auditorium in the af-

Kibria informed the meeting

vestment of untaxed money
were fixed by the government

with suggestions from the Fed-
eration of Bangladesh Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI).

The government recently
relaxed laws for investment ol
untaxed money in the indus-
trial sector., providing that
sources of money will not be
questioned if the money is in-
vested in the industry.

The condition was that
holders of untaxed money can
invest in the industrial sector,
but would not enjoy the tax-hol-
iday facility. under which an
industry is not levied tax for a
certain period.

Kibria said the FBCCI pro-
posed to him that such jnvest-
ment be given tax-holiday after

levying a flat rate on the money

to encourage them to invest in
the industrial sector.

The government took the
pr and decided to provide
all the normal facilities if the
hnid;rs of untaxed money gave
a’v.
to be invested. the minister told
the tax la 8.

Kibria also pointed out that
the government wants to in-

r cent tax on the money

Investment of untaxed money

No debate needed: Kibria

crease the guantum of portfolio
investment and said the Na-
tional Stock Exchange (NSE)
would be established as soon as
possible to encourage investors.

He said the government
would have a portion of the
ownership in the bourse in the
initial period. but retire later
from the ownership. Bank and
financial institutions will be
the owners of the bourse (o en-
sure that there is no manipula-
tion for personal interest.

The ownership. manage-
ment and the brokers of the
stock exchange would be sepa-
rate which is absent now in the
two bourses of the country. he
said. "There is no such instance
anywhere in the world and it is
an illegal exception in our
country.”

He admitted that investors
were affected because the bro-
kers, management and owners
were the same sets of people in
the two bourses.

The finance minister said
the government wanted to make
the tax administration sound
which will encourage invest-
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Commercial bank

reform project to

be implemented
by December

The government has decided
to implement the Commercial
Banking Reform Project (CBRP)
by December this year. Finance
Ministry officials said in
Dhaka yesterday.

The officials told BSS that
Japan would provide the grant
through World Bank to com-
plete some ‘unfinished reform’
rrngrammes in the areas like
»ank management, training
and human resource develop-
ment and technology develop-
ment.

An inter-ministerial meet-
ing held at the Economic Rela-
tions Division (ERD) early this
month has empowered the con-
cerned high officials of ERD or
the embassy ol Bangladesh in
Washington to sign a contract

See Page 12 col 5

Khaleda addresses
rally at Pabna
today

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia will address
a public meeting at Pabna Town
Hall premises today. reports
UNB.

The meeting has been organ-
ised by the district unit of BNP,
said a press release.

Tk 5000 cr bank
loans lying with
156 defaudters:
BB Governor

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Lutfor Rahman Sarker yester-
day said Tk 5.000 crore out-
standing bank loan was lying
with only 156 defaulters, most
of whom are industrialists, re-
ports BSS.

He said 75 per cent of the to-
tal bank loan of over Tk 13,000
crore was held back by 1800

persons.

Addressing a discussion on
“Combined efforts to imple-
ment government policies in
industrialisation and invest-

ment” organised by Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries (BCI), the
Bangladesh Bank Governor
said the number of wilful de-
faulters was higher than the
number of the people in real
irouble.

At present, the country has
four to five thousand sick in-
dustries. he said.

"A recent study revealed that
most of the industries became
sick due to inefficient manage-
et
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AL national council

Preparatory body may
be finalised today

Star Report

The Central Working Com-
mittee of the ruling Awami
League meets this afternoon to
review and expedite prepara-
tions for the party's belated na-
tional council billed for March
28-29.

The meeting of ALCWC,
tenure of which expires on
March 31, will be held al the
Ganabhaban at 2 pm with

Gold worth
Tk 20.30 lakh
seized at ZI1A

By Staff Correspondent

A customs surveillance team
seized pold bars and ornaments
worth about Tk 20.30 lakh from
a passenger at Zia Interna-
tional Airport [ZIA) yesterday
nmorning.

Forty pold bars. weighing ten
tolas each. and 200 grams of
gold ornaments were recovered
from one Khan Abdur Rahman
who arrived in Dhaka Irom
Dubai by an Emirates flight at
about 9 ani. dirport sources
said.

Abdur Rahman was chal-
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Prime Minister and party pres-
ident Sheikh Hasina in the
chair,

Today's meeting likely to be
the last one before the national
council, may linalise forma-
tion of the National Council
Preparatory Committee.
Sheikh Hasina is ex-officio
chairperson ol the comimitliee
while its members would be
drawn from the 65-strong AL-
CWC and from the party's advi-
sory body.

AL sources said a number of
sub-committees are also in the
olfing with specific responsibil-
ities. These include party con-
stitution amendment cominit-
tee, finance committee, recep-
tion committee. publication
and publicity committee, office
committee and podium com-
nittee.

The lists of councillors.
elected earlier by each of the 70
organisational district units of
the party will be approved at the
meeting. .

Party sources said the num-
ber of councillors for the na-
tional council would be around
2.400 this time, The number is
decided in (]S\rnpnrti-:m to the
populiation. One councillor rep-
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JP withdraws expulsion
order on Kazi Zafar

By Staff Correspondent

Kazi Zalar Ahmed. lormer
prime minister i Ershad
regime and presidium member
of Jatiya Party. who was ex
pelled from the party on Tues-
day, was reinstated yesterday.

The expulsion order was
withdrawn within 36 hours ol
its issuance,

An announcement to this

effect was made by Kazi Zalar in
presence of newsmen at his res-
idence yesterday afternoon. A
copy of the order reinstating
him in the party, cancelling the
expulsion order was also shown
to the journalists. The rein-
statement order issued by party
Chairman HM Ershad was
given immediate effect.
"~ The scheduled press confer-
ence at the residence of Zalar
yesterday afternoon was how-
ever, not held. Party colleagues
crowded the residence. Promi-
nent among them were Ismail
Hossain Bengal, Sheikh Sha-
hidul Islam and Razia Fayez.

“The press conference is
postponed.” a smiling Zafar
said, adding that the expulsion
order was already withdrawn.

Sources concerned said that
Anwar Hossain Manju. Secre-

tary General ol the party. went
to the residence of Zatar yester-
clay morning.

Later both went together to
the party chief's Gulshan resi-
dence.

Naziur Rahman. additional
secretary general ol the party,
was already present there. as
desired by Ershad.

Naziur Rahman apologised
to Zafar in presence of Ershad
and Manju for whatever had
happened during the JP rally in
the city on Tuesday.

Expulsion of Kazi Zafar
from JP was announced shortly
after the party rally at Manik
Mia Avenue.

In his speech at the rally
Zalar expressed his firm re-
solve to resist granting of tran-
sit to India, if necessary at the
cost of life. This led to a sculffle
with Naziur Rahman. who
claimed Zafar was saying
things that did not have ap-
proval of the party chief, ac-
cording to reports.

Ershad had to intervene to
restore order on the podium and
also advise Zalar to cut short
his speech.
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Cargo handling
resumes at
Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent

"CHITTAGONG., Mar 20:
Cargo handling resumed in full-
swing at Chittagong port from
today following the end of a
five-day strike enforced by port
workers and port users,

The strike was called off
with the signing of a tripartite
agreement among the port au-
thority, port users and the
Mayor of Chittagong City Cor-
poration Mohiuddin Chowd-
hury. official sources said.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina earlier sent Saber Hos-
sain Chowdhury, MP, with the
task of finding an amicable set-
tlement acceptable to all. Last
night he met all the parties con-
cerned at the city corporation
office where the agreement was
signed.

Under the agreement the or-
ganisations which were earlier
given permission by the port
authority to use private equip-
ment will refrain from using
themn till April 5 pending a gov-
ernment decision.

Samad Azad eceiving D
Ali Akbar Velayati at ZIA
yesterday. — PID photo

Velayati Hands
over Rafsanjani’s

letters to
President, PM

The visiting loreign ninis-
ter ol the Islamic Republic of
Irann, Dr Ali Akbar Velayati ca-
lled on President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at Banga-
bhaban yesterday evening.
reports BSS.

Dr Velayati handed over a
letter of invitation of the Presi-
dent of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Akbar Hashemi Rafsan-
jani. to Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed for attending the 8th
OIC summit to be held in
Tehran in December this year.
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UNHCR oftice
in Cox’s Bazar

gutted

COX'S BAZAR. Mar 20: An
office of UNHCR engaged in
repatriation of the Rohingya
relugees was gultted in a fire to-
day. reports UNB.

Furniture and documents of
the office at Kutupalong Ro-
hingya Repatriation Camp were
burnt to ashes, police said.

Police. quoting FIR filed, by
the UNHCR oflice in-charge,
said it was an act ol arson.

Deputy Commissioner, Po-
lice Super and high officials of
UNHCR visited the spol.

Meanwhile, 34 refugees of
seven families from Kutupalon
and Nayapara camps returne
todhy to their homeland.

Police raid 2 DU

halls: Arms seized
By DU Correspondent

Police recovered a sawed off
rifle, 73 bullets and eight cock-
tails from the Bangabandhu
Sheikh Majibur Rahman Hall
of Dhaka University Wednesday
night.

These were seized from a
bathroom.

Police also recovered chap-
ati from a bathroom of the
Muktijoddha Ziaur Rahman
Hall during the raid.

The two halls are dominated
by pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal (JCD).

Bomb scare at
city bank

By Staff Correspondent

A bomb threat at the IFIC
Bank branch at FBCCI Bhaban
at Motijheel commercial area
created panic among its clients
and officials yesterday.

An anonymous telephone
caller told the bank officials in
the afternoon that a timing de-
vice would go off in 20-minutes.
But it tumegnuttnbe a hoax af-
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