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Explosive Jerusalem

Situation in East Jerusalem could not be more
explosive over Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's decision to go ahead with the 6,500-
home Har Homa pm}[cct. ere are widespread ap-
prehensions — and for genuine reasons —that the
move for building Israeli settlements in Har Homa
might spark off worse violence than the one that
accounted for 80 lives when Israel opened an ar-
chaeological tunnel near Muslim holy sites in
September last. Netanyahu is determined to press
ahead with the settlement plan even if that means
jeopardising the peace process put on course at
great pains by two of his immediate predecessors
and the Palestinian leaders. Given Netanyahu's po-
litical background., however, nothing different
could be expected. Already a series of diplomatic
forays from Washington had to be carried out to
ensure that the Israeli premier refrain from any-
thing preposterous to bring a premature end to the
agreement reached between former Israeli premier
Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian National Author-
ity President Yasser Arafat in Washington, cour-
tesy of US mediation.

Clearly, eversince he came to power, Netanyahu
has been on the offensive as regards his country's
policy towards the proposed Palestinian state. The
issue of East Jerusalem's status was unaddressed in
the accord signed between the two parties. But the
understanding was that the holy sites’ status quo
would be maintained. The incumbent Israeli pre-
mier however feels unconstrained by the agree-
ment to tamper with the geographic location of the
disputed parts of Jerusalem. But any unilateral
move to annex parts or whole of it by any party is a
blatant disregard for other religions and commu-
nities, We condemn this unashamed move by Ne-
tanyahu,

The Israeli prime minister has, however, shown
interest in meeting Arafat before finally the bull-
dozers move to the construction site. But this looks
more as an attempt to convince Arafat that the re-
sponsibility of the violence that everyone is ap-
prehensive of lies solely on the Palestinian lead-
er's shoulders. No wonder Yasser Arafat has re-
fused to meet this man who expects concessions but
is rigid on fundamentals.

Netanyahu may still exploit the nationalistic
passion and be in power delying the new interna-
tional order of peaceful co-existence. But history is
sure to pronounce its correct judgment on a man
who failed to build on a good work done by his pre-
decessors--Rabin and Peres.

Sycophantic Miniscreen

The Prime Minister has expressed, her displea-
sure at the performance of BTV. She has reportedly
told the Cabinet in its Tuesday meeting that 'we did
not come to power to over-advertise ourselves and
we want that TV becomes acceptable to people.’

Is our nation pleased with her better-late-than-
never huff. No. Running exactly counter to the ex-
pectations the new government gave rise to, televi-

sion has in seven months come ve
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ganda and a wee little of what suits the medium
and what it is there for. No one would believe the
slide occurred unbeknown to the Prime Minister.
She did not need to wait till mid-march and a cab-
inet meeting to get across the signal that television
was getting intolerably uninteresting and at the

cost of the good name of the party. We would have

faulted the government for this. Now that she has
got the point we want to fault the Prime Minister
herself.

The commission charged with working out the
shape and content and modality of the autonomy
promised for the electronic media is taking time
and we don't know if anyone anywhere is monitor-
ing its progress. The commission can take all the
time it wants provided some effective interim mea-
sures are taken to set the organisation and its pro-
grammes irreversibly on a course towards neutral-
ity in political terms and creative brilliance in
terms of quality.

There are reasons to suspect that this is not the
result of a drift set in by creative bankruptcy and
absence of enlightened political direction. The pre-
sent obnoxious state of the programmes could very
well have been deliberately designed to please su-
periors in the ministry. Sheikh Hasina's disgust
would be meaningful not only when the slide is
stopped and a reverse course is taken etfectively
but also when people sending down wrong signals
are dealt with duly.

Watch Out

General Ershad took the grandstand again at the
Manik Miah Avenue on Tuesday — exactly 2310
days after he last did so. It takes tenacity to have
done this after being thrown out of a throne by
sheer popular rejection. It is sad that the spectacle
he wanted to make of his return to addressing the
capital's populace was marred by the use of
fisticuffs on his deputy prime minister on the
royal dais itself and in the full view of the public.
Politicians are known to take in their siride ban-
quets this day and brickbats the next. Ershad, the
soldier, has beaten the politicians, very hilari-
ously. He is now sermonising the politicians, the
Prime Minister in particular, about political
virtue — which is both infinitely funny and terri-
bly cynical.

It is democracy he is taking advantage of.
Democracy that he excised from Bangladesh's sys-
tem. And it is in deference to the interests of a
growing democracy that our people, ourselves in-
cluded, would unwaveringly uphold his rights of
running a party and specifying to his last of
breath. But it would be foolish and dangerous and
gravely imperilling our posterity to forget his
records.

Lt General H M Ershad seized political power, an
act that was not put on trial. He made our patriotic
army to go along and made use of thus pushing it
further down to the dregs of degeneration. How did
he use his illegitimate power? He modelled his per-
formances on a stereotype of the feudal king with
all its vices. More than that he forced our nation to
live with impossible lies.

The smooth talking soldier having poetic pre-
tensions built us important roads in Dhaka and
ﬁave us Rajanigondha and in fact the regenerated

ower culture in this part. These and some other
so-called good points are but hardly hidden gifts
thrown out to the crowd by a king-emperor. He as-
pired to give us almost a culture albeit only a
poseur's but at a very high individual and national cost.

We have no way of ignoring him. We can, how-

ever, watch out.

n has in seven months very close to what
it was undérthe BNP regiinie — all partyline prepa-.

NE does not seem to re-
alise and knowledge-
able circles often fail
to remember that among the
principal international or-
ganisations that Bangladesh,
as a new nation, had the dis-
tinction of becoming a mem-
ber of, for the first time, was
the Commonwealth. The
prime mover of this achieve-
ment was that astute Cana-
dian, Arnold Smith, the first
Secretary General of the
Commonwealth Secretariate.
Without his d persever-
ance and relentless efforts to
re-affirm and realise the no-
ble ideals and values of the
Commonwealth, Bangladesh
could not become a member of
this prestigious body soon af-
ter its birth.

It was on the 18th April,
1972 that Bangladesh was ad-
mitted to this august body. It
took one and a half months to
do so after the United Kingdom,
whose monarch embodies the
symbol of free association of
the Commonwealth. and her
fellow members of the Euro-
Pﬂan Union, recognised Bang-
adesh as a sovereign in-
dependent nation. It is quite a
story to tell why it took as long
as it did.

Arnold Smith has been a
true believer of the noble prin-
ciples shared by the Common-
wealth. His firm determination
to uphold the principles of
democracy and his genuine
sympathy and support for the
underdogs earned for him pro-
fuse admiration and endeared
him also to the weaker or
smaller members of the Com-
monwealth. The long history of
the events leading to the strug-
gle for liberation of Bangladesh
was known to him fully well.
Since 1968, three years after the

ESPITE the fact that the

world's developed count-

ries, forming OECD
(Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development),
now number more than two
dozens, the concept of rule of
law still bears specific reference
to only one of them — Great
Britain. It is as though rule of
law — the other name, strictly
speaking, for constitutional
governance — is still a British
preserve. The inability of Prof.
Dicey, while postulating the
situation decades ago, to foresee
the existing scenario iIin
Singapore, the latest entrant
into the developed countries’
club, — where no visible breach
of law, including even stubbing

- oul cigarette butts in the streets, -

goes  unpunished- —-=- 4

- urderstandabbe: This inabilit

is but human. It was simply
human to have failed to foresee
that this one-time tiny British
colony would emerge as a tiger
within less than three decades
ol independence with all of
development's frills including
rule of law.

But why the illustrious polit-
ical scientist omitted to see the
contemporaneous Sscenarios,
mainly in the USA and France,
beats comprehension. Why. for
example, the proverbial French
penchant for arguing things to
their legal extremes should
have escaped his view is bal-
fling.

Nevertheless, to one thing
the late professor's perception
still remains pertinent. Rule of
law is yet to strike roots in the

globe's other half — the far big-

ger half, consisting of what are
called, considerably euphemis-
tically, developing countries
(DCs) including both their less
and least developed varieties .

Some may tend to go further
and argue that differential
applications of laws are rather
a rule with governance in these
countries.

The question is : Is this per-
ception lair?

Theoretically speaking,
there is hardly any country in
the modern world that does not

rofess to hold high this time-
gmmured concept. Couched in

COMMONWEALTH AND BANGLADESH

A Relationship Forged by a Shared Perception of Values

Unlike many international organisations and financial institutions, the Commonwealth does not impart

tangible material benefits

in a substantial manner to its members. Its commitment to the establishment

and sustenance of democratic values, rule of law, and high moral and ethical
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founding of the Commonwealth
Secretariate, I had the oppor-
tunity of attending almost all
important meetings there as
representative of a member
country, Pakistan and later
adesh, till 1972. I had the
rivilege of seeing him operate
Frnm close quarters.

Following his historic
maiden voyage to freedom in
London after having spent nine
months in Pakistani jail.
Bangabandhu discussed, inter
alia, the matter of Bangladesh's
admission to the Common-
wealth with Arnold Smith, who
called on him at thtlg!}gid es
on the 8th January, . The
two agreed aboul the desirabil-
ity and need for Bangladesh to
be a member of the Common-
wealth. This could evidently
been done only after a great
many countries, including
Britain, recognised Bﬁzpadﬂh
as a sovereign independent na-
tion. The Sheikh asked for his
cooperation in this rcﬁn.rd and
this was readily pledged. He
asked me to follow up which I
gladly did.

This followed a series of
hard negotiations. Great Bri-
tain and the rest of the mem-
bers of the Commonwealth,
who are represented by their
High Commissioners in Lon-
don, were tfcn:rally sympa-
thetic towards Bangladesh and
recommended to their respec-
tive governments in favour of
recognition. The Bangladesh
Mission, the highly politically
motivated and super active

B adeshi community as well
as the sympathetic people and
organisations in Britain, indi-

lly and collectively, all
v.v«h\::urlt:n:dy selflessly towards at-
taining this goal. As providence
would have it, 1 witnessed, nay
became a part of, the events dur-
ing this crucial period of our
diplomatic history, first as the
Acting Head of Mission and
then, technically, as the first
Acting High Commissioner of
Bangladesh in London.

e Commonwealth Secre-

urrents and Crosscurrents

AN

by M M Rezaul Karim

inch from his stand and liter-
ally carried out his threat fol-
lowing admission of
Bangladesh to the Common-
wealth. He took the unprece-
dented move ever taken by a
Commonwealth member by
withdrawing his country from
its membership. It took Bhutto's
successors over two decades to
work successfully for the return
ol the prodigal son back inlo
the fold of the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth as an
institution evolved itself in

tariate played a significant role
during this time. Its primary
task was to work behind the
scene and to slowly and gradu-
ally ward off the obstacles to
recognition. It was no mean
task. Pakistani lobby was
strong, well-organised and
formidable. The sceptre of the
finally aborted secessionist at-
tempt of Biafra in the federal
set-up of Nigeria was advanced
as a strong point in the argu-
ment to deter recognition.
Arnold Smith dashed to Islam-
abad and tried his utmost to
convince Prime Minister Zul-
figar Ali Bhutto, but to no
avail. Bhutto did not budge an

stages. predominantly since the
two world wars. It passed
through phases, initially from
being an old colonial club of
white men and later by the in-
take of brown and finally black
people. Substantively also,
there has been transformation
of the nature of its functions,
from talking as if over tea
through a forum of meaningful
discussions and now to a full-
fledged platform for serious de-
liberations on global and re-
gional matters of common in-
terest. The Commonwealth now
comprises 53 nations and rep-
resent all the continents.
Unlike many international

organisations and financial
institutions, the €Common-
wealth does not impart tangible
material benefits in a substan-
tial manner to its members. Its
commitment to the establish-
ment and sustenance of demo-
cratic values, rule of law. and
high moral and ethical stan-

dards are among its important
and . Causes such
as im uman rights and

the fight against poverty and
injustice are of major concern

to the Commonwealth. English
as the lingua franca and a
common legal as well as educa-
tion system constitute the
strong bonds that unite its
members together.

Yet, the Commonwealth
Fund for Technical Coopera-
tion provides the much desired
benefits to train and develop
human resources for its mem-
bers. The Commonwealth
Foundation and a host of many
other institutions set up by the
Commonwealth Secretariate
likewise serve the manifold in-
terests of the people belonging
to this group of nations.
Bangladesh has been and will
remain beneficiary of many
such services made available by
this body. Also, Common-
wealth teams visited Bang-
ladesh twice during the 1991
and June 1996 elections as
observers, as they do in many
elections in other countries.

The Secretary General of the
Commonwealth is now on an
official visit to Bangladesh.
Chief Emeka Anyaoku is no
stranger to this land and its

Rule Of Law in ’The Other Half’

by Fazlul Kabir
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submit to law, law cannot 'rule' to the desirable extent in these countries.

one diction or the other, the
concept lies enshrined in al-
most all constitutions. That all
are equal before law, that none
is above law and that none is to
be treated except in accordance
with law are but cliches of fun-
damental rights, guaranteed by
the constitutions of all the
modern states, developed or de-
veloping.

Nor can it be fairly said that,
in the DCs, this co adorns
statute books only that the

overnments of thése countries,

y (ifferential applications of
the same law, e a mockery
of this concept. For, apart from
other factors such as fear ol pu-
bic agitation and loss ol face
abroad, the governments of
most of these countries. like
those of the developed ones,
have that watchdog of the fun-
damental rights — the judiciary
— to reckon with.

In fact, if Jaws are viewed as
what they are and not as what
they ought to have been, the
world's two halves virtually
stand at par. Whether all laws
of some DCs are at all worth
calling so is a different ques-
tion. So long as the govern-
ments of these countries do not
make differential applications
of a law, however untenable it
may, as such, be from moral or
other points of view, rule of law,
in the Diceyan sense of the
term, can not be said to have
been interfered with.

But yet the fact remains that,
in the downright practical
sense, law often can not rule’ in
the DCs.

Why?

The concept of rule of law —
again, in the downright practi-
cal sense as distinct from the -
Diceyan — rests, in the ultimate
analysis, on the following two
assumptions: (i} that a country's
citizens are generally law-abid-
ing and only a few — a negligible
few — are law-breakers; and (i)
that the overwhelming major-
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ity of them are not only law-
abiding but also an aide to the
law-enforcing agencies — that
they not only desist from
breaking laws but also help the
law-enforcing agencies prevent
breach of laws.

In the DCs with low levels of
general awareness about civic
obligations, these features are
mostly conspicuous by their ab-
sence. Even with educated citi-
zens in these countries factors
conducive to the rule of law de
not weigh expectedly heavily.
First, many of thgeem are not
simply aware of their respective
lands' laws Euw:ming civic life.
Secondly, those of them who
are aware of these laws or at
least some of these laws,
scarcely grow into the habit of
showing regard for them. The
result is that in most such coun-
tries rule of law largely remains
an ideal only — an ideal to be
cherished but seemingly never
to be realised.

Does this mean, one may
ask, that DCs are all dark pits
of law breakers? What the an-
swer to this question will be de-
pends on what one means by the
term ‘law breakers'. If one
means only those who commit
murder, dacoity, rape, arson or
such other major crimes, the
answer will obviously be in the
negative. But if the term is
taken in its literal sense, the
answer will unfortunately be in
the affirmative. .

The following paragraphs
will make the point clear.

A law is a law, irrespective of
the nature of punishment its
violation is supposed to entail.
From academic point of view, it
is immaterial whether a law
prescribes a heavy punishment
or a light one for its violators.
What is material is that it is a
law and demands compliance
by those it encompasses and
that if it is not complied with, it
stands violated. ether such

_and social taboos are, o

an offence is so major as to call
for capital punishment or so
minor as to entail 'keeping
seated till the rising of the
court' is a different matter.

And viewed from this angle,
many minor laws continue to
be broken as. so to speak, a mat-
ter of routine in the DCs.

In these countries people
generally desist from commit-
ting offences less because laws
bid them than because they
think such acts to ‘'have been
tabooed by religionr or society.
Sinces reason and general ac-
ceptability are the bases of ev-
ery sane law and this applies, in
material context, to the reli-
gious and social injunctions,
customs etc. as well, reli{%inua

ener
than not, found to be quite in
agreement with what have been
declared culpable by laws. If,
therefore, an offence is found to
be rarely committed in these
countries, credit is due more to
the relevant social and reli-
gious injunction than to the
pertinent law.

To give an example, if, in
such a country, a master of av-
erage education refrains from
keeping his errant page locked
in a room, he does so primarily
because he thinks the act to be
cruel from all points of view he
is aware of — religious, social
and moral. That such an act
falls under the mischief of a law
as well forms no part of his
consciousness. "'Wrongful con-
finement' is a term he is inno-
cent of. Even if he is aware of
such a law, this awareness con-
stitutes none of the factors re-
sponsible for his abstention
from such an act.

To matters, wherein reli-
gious and social injunctions are
not apparently involved, the
average people of such countries
adopt a blissfully neutral atti-
tude. Police trying to round up.,
in a railway station, persons
who are not enlisted as porters

but who minister to sengers'

rtage needs and the latter
ooking on nonchalantly are a
common sight in these coun-
tries.

At times, passengers even
seek to prevent the police from
doing their duty. What is, after
all, wrong with it, they tend to
argue, these poor people earning
their livelihood with the sweat
of their brows?

That several factors had

‘gorie into the enactment of the- ™~ ™
law debarring persons, not én- -
listed as porters, from caiBing /

to passengers' portage needs
and that each and every factor
was duly weighed are facts th

are prone to refuse to appreci-

~ ate. Botch-up of the recent po-

lice efforts to cleanse this city's
footpaths of the encroaching
hawkers is an instance in
point. Spontaneous public co-
operation with the police was
slaringly absent.

Although law tends to be
backed by religious and moral
sanctions, social customs etc.,
the latter are not necessarily
the sole ingredients of a law.
Law makers take into consider-
ation several factors, of which
religious and moral sanctions,
social customs, usages etc. are
ones and, in actuality, the car-
dinal ones. But the two are, by
no means, identical. In those
DCs, where religious bigotry,
obscurantism and prejudice
reign supreme, there lurks the

ossibility of a law being vio-
ated to the extent it is not
backed by religious injunc-
tions, social customs etc. and,
therefore, of the rule of law be-
ing proportionally vitiated.

Tll?re legislatures of these
countries, therefore, go all out
to ensure or, at least, to make it
so appear that the laws, framed
by them, are essentially backed
by religious injunctions and
social customs. This veneer of
religious and social sanction is

people. As on his previous vis-
its, a red welcome has
been to him. | had the

privilege of wurkinﬁv:luscly
with him, besides at Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-

ment meetings, for many years,
lastly during t as
High Cumrmmndnn
in 1991-92. As a friend of
Bangladesh. his interest and
concern for a member country
like ours is well-known. Fol-
lowing his last wvisit to
Bangladesh, he sent a Com-
monwealth Mission under the
leadership of Sir Ninian to fa-
cilitate resolution of our politi-
cal malaise. That the Mission's
impartial approach and rec-
ommendations for a peaceful
and amicable settlement of the
existing political disputes were
not acceptable to the then op-
position party was totally an-
other issue.

Anyaoku's love for shared
beliefs and values of the Com-
monwealth was vividly mani-
fested, beside others, by his un-
flinching role in sus his
own country, N a, from the
family of Commonwealth. This
ha when autocratic lead-
ership of this lar nation in
Africa trampled democracy in
total defiance of all advice and
entreaties. The decision was
taken two years ago at the
Commonwealth Summit in
New Zealand.

The theme of the Common-
wealth this year is "Talking To
One Another.” Let us hope that
he succeeds in get the reluc-
tant people to talk to one an-
other in a spirit of understand-
ing, accommodation and mu-
tual respect. That would be the
highest tribute one can pay to
the Commonwealth and its vis-
iting Secretary General today.

a necessity to ensure as wide an
accl:li_tham:: of the law as possi-
ble. This being the case, laws,
which have no ous injunc-
tions to be backed by or no so-
cial customs to prop against but
which originate from the sheer

necessity of ensuring a smooth
and rapid social and economic
progress, are in tual dan-

er of be violated willy-nilly
g_ the trmmmgndnus ﬂbﬂtaEEH the
British rule in this subconti-
nent had to encounter in en-
forcing the law banning suttee
are in t — and to that extent
rule of law remains chimerical
in these countries.
What, then, is the way out?
How to secure rule of law in the

DCE? o 5o 4
. On the lace ol it, it may @ap-
u%mmm increase in

pear
ﬁm inl dhHéserbountries. re-

spect for law will proportion-

y increase. But although edu-
cation goes the longest possible
way in instilling a sense of re-
spect for law, yet it is an unfor-
tunate faat that increases in the
two directions do not always
take place in tandem. For,
submission to law is more a
matter of habit — almost a re-
flex action — than that of for-
mal education. Respect for law
is a tradition, growing slowly
and gradually through perse-
verance extending over several
generations, the realisation, for
example, that one forestalls the

stealth of one's own prnperz by
ﬂbﬂtﬂilﬂnﬁ from stealing others'
forming the base of this tradi-
tion.

And so long as it will not
dawn upon a vast majority of
the DCs’ populace that it ulti-
mately pays to submit to law,
law cannot 'rule’ to the desir-
able extent in these countries.
How much time this realisation
will take to dawn upon them
depends on how quickly the
minds of these peoples are
purged of the age-old supersti-
tions, fanaticism, obscuran-
tism and such other vices as
make their intellectual entities
impervious to the light of rea-
SO0n.

The writer is an Additional
Secretary to the Government,
now on LPR.
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universities

Sir, I am musing after going
through the views of two profes-
sors of DU on campus politics
(by the teachers, the students,
the state and the government).

Student/academic life or
time-period is limited and busy.
The concentration should be on
studies, not active, participa-
tory politics linked to political
parties. Studying political the-
ories in the class is not doing
politics. Student politics take
up a lot of time of the academic
man-hours. No exam, credit on
this 'practical' work! Why not?

If our outside political lead-
ership and climate are exem-
plary, no additional group sup-

rt is necessary from non-po-
itical areas (such as the stu-
dents). Weak leadership needs
reinforcements for structural
support. Our current standard
of national politics has an
eroded infrastructure due to
discontinuity from 1975-90.
“Politicians, i"lE:El] thyself'! Why
the concentration of the gen-
uine students should be diverted
from studies prematurely, when
they have not 'entered the
world'? Revolutions do not
come every decader or genera-
tion. Why the political parties

are 'scared’ without campus

support? Why spoil the forma-
tive years?

hy the university teaching
stuff cannot mind their own
business and run their own
academic show without the help
of outside politicians? Be a
teacher or be a politician, can't
be both (division of
labour/specialisation). Why

letter from

mix up professions?
A have-not society cannot or
does not live a 'normal’ life (it is

subnormal economically).
Hence too much importance is
accorded to politics (as a
panacea). The removal of this
distortion in society will take
time. Has any expert found a
formula. for calculating the in-
flation factor in the politics in
the Third World?

AZ
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Work stoppage at
Chittagong Port
Sir, On 16th April, 1996 a
this writer cap-
tioned "Straddle Carriers' was
published in your esteemed
daily. At that time introduction
of four straddle carriers belong-
ing to private sector to ease con-
gestion at the Chittagong Port
was resisted by the Workers'
Union. The same s has been
repeated in Chittagong Port
during the last 2-3 days (Mar
15- lﬁf and work at the port has
been at standstill.

Echoing the sentiment ex-
pressed in the last letter it is
again reiterated that everyth
in this country belo to the 1
crore people of B adesh and
no sectoral Interest should
jeopardise it. It is not under-
stood that when there is
scarcity of equi t of cargo
handling at Chittagong Port,
ships are gctting abnormally
delayed and instances are not
rare that shipping
agent/stevedors representative
even visit the residence of the

operator of equipments of the
port authority to ensure timely
discharge from the vessel, then
why should the CBA oppose the
introduction of private equip-

'ment which will ease conges-

tion in the port.

No one has a right to create
artificial shortage of facilities
and thereby keep the port users
as hostage. The principle on
which every Port Authority
functions anywhere in the
world is based on the theory of
"quickest discharge of cargo
and shortest turn round of ves-
sel.” In achieving this target
whatsoever is necessary should
be introduced by the govern-
ment and in doing so if a sec-
toral interest is affected this
should go unheeded.

AK Khan
Swamibagh, Dhaka

The Central Bank

Sir, This refers to a two-part
article written by Mr A N
Ahmed, Ex-Governor of
Bangladesh Bank titled "Cen-
tral Bank autonomy — Why,
what and how" published in
Daily Star on February 7 and 8.
As a student of economics, | feel
we should follow the following
guidelines for our future eco-
nomic development by the Cen-
tral Bank.

1) The Governor should have
full confidence as the head to
work without fear and favour.

2) There should be crucial
decisions in exchange rate, de-
monetisation of high currency,
credit control, bank credit to
loss-making state-enterprises,
break the inflationary pressure

and crisis of foreign exchange
etc.
3) There should not be an
unpleasant situation for whic
the Governor may be bound to
resign from his job.

4) A Governor cannot work
without political support from
the top and largely by his pro-
fessional competence, integrity
and qualified technical stalf.

5) The work of the Governor
as stated by the writer "if you
cannot stand the heat stay out
of the kitchen". Because some-
times the governor is directed to
"cook" something poisonous.

6) The last but not the least
point is that the Governor has
to work like a friend, philoso-
pher and a guide with his high
degree of professionalism.

erefore, we expect from
our present Governor to act
more and more which we have
discussed above.

M Ali
- Dhaka
Metres for baby-taxies

Sir, The number of auto-
rickshaws (commonly called
baby-taxies) plying on Dhaka
streets exceeds any other means
of public transport, but its
plethora did not ease the citi-
zens' movement from one place
to another. This is apparently
because the Dhaka's auto-rick-
shaws ply without metres, and
we have to pay the fare as de-
manded by the drivers. Very of-
ten, it occurs that the drivers
charge different rates of fare for
the same distances, for there is
no reasonable fare fixed by the
competent authority, nor there

is any rate commonly accept-
able for certain distances, or for
places from one to another.

Their claim goes up double
the usual rate duri e office
hours or on the eve of SSC/HSC
examinations and Eid holi-
days. It is and regret that
Dhaka, a metropolis, more so a
prestigious capital city still has
its modern and most widely
availed three wheelers without
metres. Even the taxies do not
have metres and foreigners who
are the major users of "rent-a-
car’ get jolts finding taxies
without metres and themselves
being subjected to payoff of un-
scrupulously high fare.

e understand that in the
major cities of our neighboring
India, traffic laws do not permit
taxies and baby-taxies to run
without metres. Why can't we
enact and enforce such laws, at
least for the aforesaid public
transports running in the capi-
tal city. This is one of the su
jects of public interest and any
government must be no less
concerned as to how this public
interest is ensured.

We are quite aware that the
auto-rickshaw owners/drivers
will put up stiff resistances
against government's any such
move. But that should not make
the people's government drag
their feet and let the people to be
the object of their easy prey.
Now that the country has won a
notable place in the world map
through export of ts and
that Dhaka is being visited by
thousands of foreigners as an
important city, it should be the
concern of all concerned to
bring certain s under some
definite system for the conve-

nience of the eral public as
wrllaafurﬂgcim e of the
country to the people visiting
us. And any Fuod government
ought not to fail to implement
that, and in the sent case,
must auto-rickshaws and
taxi-cabs under the metre sys-
tem whatever odds government
encounters.

There is one heartening as-

t in the pro as well.
Eflcﬂﬂﬁll such laws will simul-
taneously encourage the local
entrepreneurs to set up indus-
tries to produce metres and thus
another avenue for employ-
ment will add. The auto-rick-
shaw/taxi owners/drivers may

also be allowed moratorium for
such time the local uction
or procurement otherwise of
meters sets in. But the step to
introduce metre ought not to be
kept aside for any longer.

A H Dewan
396/ 1 South Kafrul,
Dhaka Cantt.. Dhaka- 1206

Sir. combating the intellec-
tual inanity with muscular
strength is a sign of over devel-
oped pectorals and underdevel-
oped brain. Let us not do it. This
is a government ol the free -
ple. by the free g'oﬂie and for
the free people. Dark days are
over. Let the new era of toler-
ance and intelligence begin. We
expect our very dear leaders to

act rationally and not emo-
tionally

S R Akhtar
572 Dhanmondi. Road No 12/A.
Dhaka- 1 209



