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UNICEF spokesperson Vendela

:..'- : ﬁ ey

EPI eut-reach site in Manikganj yesterday.

Visiting UNICEF spokesper-
son Miss Vendela yesterday
said Bangladeshi children have
the potentiality to grow into as-
sets in future if they get their
basic opportunities. reporis
UNB. ;

] am very much impressed
by the will force and energy ol
the world's poorest countrys
children. They are studious and
meritorious,” she said and
called upon all quarters to come
forward to ensure development
of children.

Addressing a press confer-

ence. the internationally-
known model and actress said
that she visited some schools
for the children who formerly
worked in garment factories
and diarrhoea hospital.

She said she had inquired
about their study and wanted to
know what they want to be in
future. "The poor children
replied to me that they want to
be doctor, engineer, lawyer and
also actress.”

Vendela said that she found
both boys and girls in schools
are happy and have future
dreams.

The UNICEF spokesperson
said her visit 1o Bangladesh is
the first international trip on

Foreign currency
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Hakim who hails [rom
Rauzan in Chitlagong, was car-
]I;ying three polythene hand

ags.
He was taken te the Custloins
hall where the polythene bags
were opened, The foreign cur-
rency and traveller cheques
were found in several envelops.

The recovered foreign cur-
rency and traveller cheques in-
clude about 44 thousand US dol-
lars. 1.58 lakh Saudi Riyal, 23
thousand UAE Dirham, 1,195
Pound S5terling. 2.879 Qalar
Riyal. 2,420 Deutsch Mark, 43
Malaysian Ringgit, travellers
cheque of 3.000 US dollars and
Tk 435. said an official of the
Airport Customs.

Hakim told the airport offi-
cials that he was carryving the
money of one person of Chan-
danish thana in Chittagong to
hand these over (o another man
in Dubai, airport sources said.

BSS adds: The passenger was
handed over to Cantonment po-
lice and a case was registered
with the police station.

US Congress
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The resolution tabled by five
Congressmen led by Doug
Bereuter on March 11 in the
Congress was passed by 415-1
votes. The other Congressman
who moved the resclution were
Howard Berman, Garry Acker-
man, Edward Royce and Ben-
jamin Gilman.

In his statement Congress-
man Benjamin Gilman, who is
the Chairman ol the House
Committee for International
Relations said that
Bangladesh's recent general
elections would provide the
country with new hope to its
democracy and that "the water
sharing agreement would help
put it on more solid ground”, the
message said, .

Showcause
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should not be declared to have
been made without legal au-
thority.

A Division Bench of the High
Court cum&:\rising Justice H M
Haque and Justice Md Hasan
Amin also stayed the said CPA
order till disposal of the writ
petition filed by the Managing
Director of QC Shipping Lim-
ited (QC), Glasud£n &uader
Chowdhury. .

The petition challenged the
legality of the CPA order issued
on March 17.

pearing for the petitioner,
Barrister Raliqul-Ul Huq noted
that the CPA had entered into
an agreement with QC on
September 24 last year, allow-
ing QC to use its own equipment
for loading and unloading of its

cargo at the port. '
e argued that QC had im-

rted those equipment at a

uge cost and. as such, the CPA
now cannot refuse to allow the
company to use those in the
port area.

Thommessen with a group of mothers during her visit to a

— UNICEF photo

A weeping Vendela says

I never saw such bad
condition of children

behall of UNICEF and added

that she never saw such
poverty-stricken children in
the past.

"My visit to Bangladesh is a
great experience for me because.
I have never seen the picture of
poverty and miserable condi-
tion of children.,” she added.

While speaking of the diar-
rhoea hospital in Dhaka,
Vendela started weeping and
said that she was astonished to
know children die here of diar-
rhoea.

She. however, said that
Bangladesh has the success
story in the world to contain
diarrhoea.

After giving a brief resume
on the overall situation of the
children., Vendela said on re-
tum home and during UNICEF
campaign she will seek in-
creased support for the children
ol Bangladesh. "l must narrate

the terrible situation . of”
Bangladesh's children.”

Referring to BGMEA,
UNICEF and I[ILO-sponsored
schooling programmes of for-
mer child garment workers, she
hoped that UNICEF would con-
tinue its support for the pro-
gramme for a long period be-
cause these children one day
will_l_%c} to college and university.

e press conference was

also addressed by UNICEF Rep-
resentative in Bangladesh Rolf
C Carrier, UNICEF official in
New York Mary Cahill and Af-
san Chowdhury.

Rolf C Carrier said thou-.
sands of former child garment
workers who are now enrolled
in school are writing a new
chapler in the history to end the
child [abour and create learn-

ing opportunities for working
children in Bangladesh. -

Ershad at JP rally
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of Ershad in the meeting venue.
During the meeting, Naziur
Rahman Manju was seen push-
ing Kazi Zatar Ahmed while the
latter was delivering his speech.
Ershad. who was sitting on the
odium had to intervene to
yring normaley and allow Kazi
Zafar to complete his speech.

Ershad delivered his speech

immediately alter Kazi Zafar
completed his deliberations.

"Nothing should be done
which would jeopardise the
SAARC.” Ershad said raising
questions about the proposed
sub-regional grouping.

"Several countries including
China and Myanmar have ex-
pressed their willingness to
join the SAARC", Ershad said.
“The government should not to
follow any policy which may
lead to loss Iriends in the inter-
national arena.”

Aboutl the Frnpnsed Asian
Highway, Ershad said. if it
crosses the Jamuna bridge and
reached Myanmar (hrough
Teknal, the JP will not have
any objection to it but if the
route is changed then the JP
will have to study it.

Ershad said the Chittagong
port does not have the capacity
to handle the export-import of
the country. Before allowing its

- facilities for others. the gov-

Death of Shima
Time for submitting
probe body report
extended

The time-limit for submit-
ting report ol the enquiry
commission formed to probe
the death of Shima Chowdhury
in 'Safe Custody’ in Chittagong
jail. has been extended for four
weeks said an official handout
yesterday.

Ganga Barrage
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his assassination.

The povernmenl would take
necessary sleps lor dredging
and loop cutting to make the
rivers navigable through in-
creasing its depth.

Through dredging and loop
cutting, she said, land will be
reclaimed for rehabilitation of
landless people.

The Prime Minister directed
the ministries concerned to give
a comprehensive report in the
next meeting of the council.

The meeting also constituted
a specialised committee with
Water Resources Minister Abdur
Razzak as its head to thor-
oughly study the water re-
sources of the country. The
other members of the commit-
tee will be nominated later.

Earlier, Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak made a
presentation on the country's
water and flood management
strategy,

ernment should properly exam-
ine the issue, he added. .

Dun‘ng his 45 minute speech,
Ershad
[ormer BNP government of Be-
gum Khaleda Zia. He also
claimed that he had to take over
power at the request of the then
President Justice A Sattar.

Ershad also narrated the
"successes” during his nine
years' rule.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by among others. party
presidium members Shah
Moazzem Hossain and Yousuf
Hossain Humayun, secretary
veneral Anwar Hossain Manju
and Naziur Rahman Manju.

Edn boards
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lying vacant due to non-avail-
ability of suitable persons. The
two other boards of Rajshahi
and Chittagong were being run
by chairmen.

According to the sources, Dr
Azizur Rahman, Principal of
the Comilla Victoria College,
has been appointed chairman
of Comilla Board, Prof Tozam-
mel Haq. Director of the Direc-
torate of the Primary Educa-
tion, chairman of Dhaka Board
and Prof Afsaruddin Sheikh,
Principal of the Sharada Sun-
dari College, Faridpur chair-
man of Jessore Board.

PDB union:
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Development Board engineers.

Some 200 MW power is now
being supplied through this by-
pass line. In addition, some 2
MW power is being supplied in
isolated manner from different
power stations in these areas.
The total demand for power in
the areas is around 500 MW.

The East-West Interconnec-
tor project has 200 such towers,
constructed in 1980 at a cost of
Tk 287 crore. "These towers can
withstand a wind speed of 200
or 250 miles," another source in
the PDB said. ;

He pointed out that the nuts
and bolts of these towers could
not be dismantled with ordi-
nary tools or ordinary exper-
tise. "In Bangladesh, only spe-
cialized organisations like PDB
have the tools for dismantling
these towers. It seems that it
must have been done by miscre-
ants using PDB expertise.”

Ever since the installation
of these towers, PDB has been

maintaining and mnnitnrinF

those regularly, the source
"Maintenance is done every six
months. We have an automated
monitoring sg]atem which helps
us detect problems in the towers
instantly.”

He however said that al-
though there is a monitoring
system, PDB workers are not
always dutiful. "Sometimes
they skip valuable mainte-

nance works for undue gains."

itterly criticised the -

From Fn':.l
term interest of the country.

The ﬁaunt government

may not responsible for the

lems, but in the interest of
the country it might consider
the actions necessary, the
World Bank team observed.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said her ment is
committed to the coun-
try through ado tinfhp:uplc-
oriented policies, but she -
ted that the government had
inherited badly managed fi-
nancial system. which couldn't
be improved overnight.

She reiterated that her gov-
ernment would take allout
measures to streamline the fi-
nancial system of the country.
In this regard, she said the gov-
ernment has already consti-
tuted a banking reforms com-
mittee comprising financial
experts ol the country.

Sheikh Hasina said the pre-
sent mment doesn't have to
depend on distributing charity
in the form of bank loans as the
rulin
foundation in the grassroots
level of the society.

She said the so-called grow-
ing of private sector in previous
years was nothing but exposi-
tion of politically motivated
bad loans.

in this connection, she said
that her government did not
give political appointment to
the post of executive of any
bank. neither it sanctioned any
loan with political motive.

JCD Aman-Ratan
faction ‘captures’
Surya Sen Hall

By DU Correspondent

The activists of the Aman-
Ratan faction of the pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
taptured the Surya Sen Hall of
Dhaka University yesterday.

According to sources on the
DU campus, 20 to 25 supporters
of the Aman-Ratan faction en-
tered the hall yesterday after-
noomn.

The activists of the Titu
%ﬂup, who were in the hall ‘at

e time, surrendered to them,
sources said. No incident of vio-

.lence was reported

Police were at the gate of the
hall at the time.

Traffic jam for

hours after
JP rally

By Staff Correspondent

Hundreds of buses and
trucks carried the supporters of
the Jatiya Party chief Hussain
Mohammad Ershad to Manik

Mia Avenue yesterday.

‘He held a rally there for the
first time since he was deposed
in a mass upsurge against his
nine-year rule in December
1990.

It was also his first appear-
ance before a public meeting in
the city foll his release on
bail in last of the 19 cases on
Janu 8 after having spent
nearly six years behind bars. -

Wearin]i a cream safari suit
with a polka dotted silk hand-
kerchief, meticulously tied
around his neck. Ershad waved
his hands at the cheering sup-
porters. who came from all over
the country on transports pro-
vided by his party.

This was the biggest ever
concentration of transports
around Manik Mia Avenue,
Mirpur Road, Rokeya Saroni,
Panthapath, roads around
Sonargaon Hotel, Airport Road
and the Farm Gate area. On
some streets, the buses were
parked two to three rows
abreast, creating massive traf-
fic jams.

~Traffic moved at a snail's
pace as the JP supporters
started relearning homes in a
caravan style after the meeting
ended late in the afternoon. The
traffic jam on the Airport Road
continued for hours.

The JP supporters donned
paper-made sun caps with in-
scriptions welcoming Ershad.
Others carried a placards with
colour portraits of Ershad.

Some new,:iapers earlier re-

orted that Taka two crore had

Eeen budgeted for the meeting,
which the JP did not deny.

The Baily Star
WB team meets PM

Awami League has its -

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria. State Minister for Plan-
ning Dr Mohiuddin Khan Al-
amgir, Bangladesh Bank Go-
vernor Lutfur Rahman Sarker.
ERD Secretary Dr Mashiur
Rahman, Finance Secretary Dr
Akbar Ali Khan. Ban lng
Division Secretary Sye
Amirul Mulk, Secretary-in-
charge to the Prime Minister's
office Begum Zakia Akhter
Chowdhury, World Bank Mis-
sion Chief Marilou Uy, finan-
cial sector specialist and for-
mer minister of Hungary Lajos
Bokros and principal financial
analyst Abid Hasan were pre-
sent at the meeting.

Proposal on pvt
not placed at
cabinet meet

By Staff Correspondent

The weekly cabinet meeting
ended yesterday with no deci-
sion. as the sole item on the
agenda was not placed for dis-
cussion, cabinet sources said.

The only item scheduled for
discussion was a finance min-
istry proposal that sought re-
laxing of certain rules for set-
ting up of private sector educa-
tional institutions after the
names of a few historical per-
sonalities.

The item was not discussed
as the Education Minister was
not present at the cabinet meet-
ing, sources in the Education
Ministry told The Daily Star.

According to the existing
rules, people willing to set up
educational institutions after
the name of any person. dead or
alive. have to deposit varying
amounts of money in favour of
the proposed institution for
getting government recogni-
tion. )

But the Education Ministry
has proposed that no money
would be required if the institu-
tions are named after Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, his wife Be-

m Fazilatunnesa, Moulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani, A
K Fazlul Huq., Hossain Shahid
Suhrawardi and seven freedom
fighters who had been given the

allantry award of Bir
hrestha.

However, the cabinet mem-
bers discussed the issue of load-
shedding but did not take any

decision.

Kidnapped girl
rescued: 3 held

By Staff Correspondent

A young girl who was kid-
napped from Madaripur was
rescued from Mohakhali area
in the city on Sunday last. po-
lice said yesterday.

Three persons were arrested
when Gulishan police raided a
house at Mohakhali to rescue
the girl.

e arrestec ‘hree were iden-
tified as Sirajul Islam. Ranju
Sarder aad Shamal Chakra-
varti. according to police.

- The father of the rescued girl
liled .a case with Madaripur
thana when she was kidnapped
by a gang on February 28.

Sylhet dist AL

cofce today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 18: The trien-
nial conference of the Sylhet
district unit of Awami League
will be held tomorrow.

The inaugural session will
begin at 10 AM at the Registry
Maidan where Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad will be the
chief guest.

Property worth
Tk 50 lakh gutted

FARIDPUR, Mar 18: A pre-
dawn fire at Madhukhali Bazar
in the district today gutted

roperty worth about Tk 50
akh, reports UNB.

Police said 10 shops, includ-
ing five jute godowns were burnt
to ashes in the fire originated
from an electric short circuit at
dead of night.

Firefighters from the district
headquarters -and Magura
rushed to the spot and put out
the flame with the help of the
local people after three hours.
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BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia receiving a bouquet from some leaders and workers of

Natore District Jatiya Sramik Party who joined her party in the city yesterday.

e
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Loadshedding

Mills, factories 1n
greater Barisal

face closure

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Mar 18: Acute
loadshedding in six districts
under Barisal Division is ham-

ring production in mills and
actories.

Against the 40 to 45
megawatt of power required by
the Barisal region, it received
only 5 megawatt on Saturday
and Sunday. Two textile mills
were closed because of load-
shedding. Hundreds of small
industrial units are also facing
closure.

In Barguna, the
remained snapped lor the las
days and in Bhola for the last
12 days. The situation is
equally bad in Jhalakathi.
Pirojpur and Patuakhali.

Farmers block road
demanding regular

power supply

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Mar 18: The
farmers of Godagari thana blo-
cked the Dhaka-Chapaina-
wabganj Highway from dawn to
dusk today demanding regular
power supply for irrigation.

According to eyewitness,
thousands of farmers from dif-
ferent areas of the thana gath-
ered at the Ranibazar early in
the mor and put up barri-
cades on the highway disrupt-
ing road communication for the
whole day.

Villagers clash
over control of

market: 60 hurt

SIRAJGANJ. Mar 18: More
than 60 people, including four
policemen, were injured in an
armed clash between rival
groups of villagers in Shajadpur
thana today. police and
hospital sources here said, re-
ports UNB.

Residents of five villages —
Daya., Nadolapur. Basra,
Chhoto Koira and Boro Koira —
locked in a three-hour long
clash this morning over the

g

ssession of a village market.

orjona Hut.

Police charged batons,
lobbed several tear gas shells
and fired 15 rounds of bullets
on the feuding groups to bring
the situation under control.

Kazi Zafar expelled
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man said. :
Vice-president of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and In-

dustry Kamal Uddin Ahmed
told this corespondent that the
port users' organisations in-
cluding the Master Stevedor As-
sociationn, Steamer Agents As-
sociation, Shipper Council As-
sociation and C&F Agents As-
sociation held an emergency
meeting today at the Chamber
House and decided to continue
the boycott of the port till pri-
vate equipment brought inside
the port with prior permission
from the authorities were al-

lowed to be used.

- BSS adds: The Combined
Port Users tuda{ urged the gov-
ernment to take appropriate
measures to allow the port users
to use imported equi t.

They urged the Chittagong
Port Authority (CPA) to create a
congenial atmosphere in the
port for its proper use. The de-
mand was made at a joint press
conference of all port users at
the Chittagong Press Club.

The port users said the port
authority has given permission
to private companies to use
their own equipment in han-
dling cargo as per market econ-
omy policy adopted by the gov-
ernment.

Kamaluddin Ahmed, Vice

| President of Chittagong Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industry,
SU Chowdhury. Vice Chairman
of Bangladesh Shi
sociation, Mahbub H Ali First
Vice President of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, Tarek
Kamal Chairman of Bangla-
desh Master Stevedores Assoc-
iation, Tarek Anis Ahmed Vice-
Chairman of Bangladesh Stea-
mers Agents Association, and
leaders of Port Truck Owriers
Association, Chittagong C and
F Agents Association addressed
the press conference and elabo-
rated the prevailing situation
in the Chittagong port.

QOur Stafl Correspondent in
Dhaka adds: Metropolitan
Chamber of Conminierce and In-
dustry (MCCIl) and Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) have expressed
grave concern at the 'non-func-
tioning' of Chittagong Port for
three days and urged the gov-
ernment to take urgent mea-
sures to put an end to the stale-
mate.

MCCI President Samson H
Chowdhury. in a press state-
ment, said they noted with
grave concern that the port had
not been functioning for three
days and regretted that the au-
thorities 'yielded' to pressure
from the employees’ unions and
ordered removal of a private
company's equipment from the

port.
MCCI was utterly disap-

Owners As- .

Deadlock at Ctg port

pointed at the agreement

reached between the Chittagong |

Port Authority (CPA) and the
port employees’ unions to the
effect that private company's
equipment would not be al-
lowed to be used inside the port,
the statement said.

MCCI called upon the gov-
erniment to act decisively and to
declare Chittagong Port facili-
ties as essential service.

“This incident highlights the
necessity of privatisation of the
port as soon as possible to pre-
vent such happenings in the fu-
ture and to ensure the smooth
functioning of the port at all
times," said the MCCI chief.

Meanwhile,
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) A S M
Quasem also urged the govern-
ment to take 'urgent measures'
to resolve the problems now

revailing in the Chittagong
ort and 'save the trade, spe-
cialtly the export trade. from
peril.’

uasermn said that against the
backdrop of the government's
professed policy of free market
economy, calling of a strike by
the port workers on a trivial is-
sue like use of privately-owned
equipment for handling cargo
was really unfortunate, spe-
cially when those equipment
were only meant to supplement
the existing ones being used by
the Port Authority,

President of
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one kind of transit and said the
governmerit was using religious
sentiment for such step talking
about Ajmeer Sharif.

The pandemonium got its
way as Kazi- Zafar Ahmed
started saying: Solve the power

{1 crisis with our own resources ...

We will give our life but not al-
low power from India.
arlier, the JP
member also emanded
midterm election, saying that "l
am echoing the voice ol Secre-
tary General Anwar Hossain
Manju.”

Later when reached by phone
in the evening. Kazi Zafar ex-
pressed his dismay and denied
that his speech ran counter lo
party and its ideology as such.

"It's beyond my guess that
my speech was anti-party's.” he

‘said claiming that the speech

residium

was totally in line with the de-.

cision unanimously taken in
the party's extended meeting.

"Please read out the writien
speech of party Chairman Hus-
sain Mohammad Ershad and
compare my one whether it was
similar or not." Zafar said.

He said it was expected that
punitive action would be taken
against those who "jumped on
me during my deliberation” at
the grand rally.

“But it happened the oppo-
site,” he said. adding that he
was informed of the expulsion
by a fax message by a journal-

Ammunition
From Page 1

lice said.
As labourers broke

~diametre, the ammunition
dropped out. Police suspected
presence of more explosives in-
side the pipe and sought assis-
tance from Army experts to re-
cover those safely. '

A contingent ol police was
guarding the spot till late last
night.

One Azimuddin Chowdhury
bought the residential building
at Road Nol28 under Gulshan
Circle-1 from a retired Army
Colonel back in 1985 and re-
cently engaged labourers to de-
molish that for raising a new
building.

Indian killed
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UNB adds: Acting on a tip-
off, a {'nint police team from
Kotwali and Chowgachha
thanas cordone:l off a house at
Amdulia village at about 9.15
pm and tried to nab 16 dacoits,
a cross-border .

The dacoits gathered there
and were taking preparations
for dacoity at Sonali Bank's
Chowgachha branch, police
said.

Sensing police presence, the
gang opened fire. Police re-
sponded. About 50 rounds of

nfire were traded in the hour-
ong encounter.

part of
the seated pipe with a 10-inch

]

ist. "Even the party has not in-
formed me about the said expul-
sion yet.” :

Our Staff Correspondent
adds: A party press release an-
Euuncinghhiu expuhdnglsiun t\\:rl:ltl.n::t:lthEt

is speech as "against
interests of the party chair-
man.” It said Ershad himself
signed the ion order.

Kazi Zafar had been criticis-
ing the Awami League govern-
ment, of which, JP is a junior
partner with its Secretary Gen-
eral Anwar Hossain Manju, a
member of the Cabinet.

The former student and
trade union leader joined the
Ershad government in 1985.
Later, he merged his United
Peoples Party, which he formed
in 1973 along with Rashed
Khan Menon and other left-

leaders, defi from the
Maulana Bhashani-led' Na-
tional Awami Party. < i

He had earlier joined late
President Ziaur Rahman's -
ernment as Education Mi
5 Iwm. by office ool

secretary o

the JP Humayun Kabir Hiru, the
ress release said that "Kazi Za-
ar Ahmed had been expelled
from all positions of the party

for s ng against the policy.
ideals, pr the in-

| ogrammes
terests of the JP chairman at

the Manik Mia Avenue grand
rally.” .

Ctg experiences
heavy rainfall

CHITTAGONG. Mar 18: Chit-
tagong city and its adjoining
areas experienced heavy rain-
fall this morning, reports BooS.

Local Met office recorded 29
mm of rainfall during two and a
half hours of shower that

started at about 8 am.

Taka devalued

From Page 1
produced here competitive.

The last depreciation of the
local currency against dollar
was done in the second week of
February. With the latest ad-
justment, taka has been deval-
ued six times by 2.5 per cent in *
last six months, officials
sources said.

A senior official of the cen-
tral bank ‘said the country's
forex reserve stood at }765 mil-
lion US dollars on March 13, a

sharp drop from 1 million
US dollars as calculated on
March 6. f

"The foreign exchange re-
serve is in a very bad position...
the country has only a reserve
by which import bills for less
than 2.5 months can be paid.”
he said. ;;]refcrﬁng anonymity.

The official pointed out tha
the depletion was because of a

yment in the Asian Clearing
Union (ACU]).

He also apprehended that the
foreign exchange reserve level
would not increase substan-
tially if there is no aid dis-
bursement within a short time,
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