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T HE three-day joint Eco

IO COImImssion
(JEC) of Bangladesh and
India was held in New Delhi
from 10 to 12 March, 1997. The
meeting held after a gap of three
years discussed ways and mean
to strengthen cooperation in
the field of economy, finance,
trade. commerce, transporta-
tion, agriculture, service and
technology. The comniission
decided to hold the next meeting
of JEC in Dhaka in the Ist
quarter of 1998.

Prior to the departure of the
delegation to Delhi. a news item
came which quoted Foreign
Ministry sources that the Chief
Engineer and Member. Joint
Rivers Commission will ac-
company the Foreign Minister
to discuss the implementation
ol the Gangﬁes Water Sharing
Treaty with his Indian counter-
part. It is reported that the
Chief Engineer is likely to raise
the issue of contradictory
statements about the sharing
measurements of water at the
Farakka and Hardinge Bridge
points as the data which were
jointly measured at the two
points varied from each other.

" The agreed minutes of the
JEC meeting signed by the two
sides were silent on the water
issue. But it interesting to note
that Bangladesh requested In-
dia to participate in the con-
struction of the Ganges Barrage

oject.
™ e question is why the data
‘collected jointly at the two
points below Farakka and
Hardinge Bridge do not tallv? It
has never happened in the past
agreement periods from 1978 to
1988. There was never any
question of variation of figures
between Farakka and Hardinge
Bridge. The Ganges Water

Any Thiﬁg Wrong in Water Sharing?

by Amjad Hossain Khan

Treailv was signed on 12 Dec,
| 99 and was etlective front st
January. 1997 The sharing was
based on 49 years' average llow
ol the Ganges at Farakka [rom
1949 to 1988. Two lormula were
agreed upon as given in Aniiex |
and II of the Treaty.

Farakka between |st January
and 31st May every year will be
made as per schedule given in
Annex-1l. It has also being
clearly mentioned that if actual
availability corresponds to the

The lormula in Annexure-] agreed to are :

Availability Share of Share of
at Farakka India Bangladesh
a] 70,000 Cusec 500 50%)
or less
b] 70.000 to 75.000 Balance of 35.000
Cusec fTow Cusec
c)  75.000 Cusec 40.000 Balance of
or more Cuser flow

The Authors of the Trealy
while preparing the Annex"l,
has some thing else in their
mind. The India side was more
concerned about maximum
availability of water for flush-
ing the Hoogly river. India got
full 40.000 cusec for the months
of January and February and

art of March (01-10 day). The

ow of the Ganges at Farakka is
measured daily by the joint
team of Bangladesh and India
based on actual availability of
day. The shortfall or excess if
any. is adjusted by gate opera-
tion and adjusted in the re-

leases on the following day. In Jan. 97 Feb. 97 .

this Treaty as the share of In- Release to Actual Release to Actual
dia is fixed at 40,000 cusec, tull BD as per availa- BD as per availa-
capacity of the feeder canal, Treaty bility Treaty bility
obviously the Indian side will at HB at HB
ensure that 40,000 cusec is re- 1-10 67.515 70, 829 46,323 48,430
leased through the feeder canal 11-20 57.673 55.788 42 859 38.319
and the remaining. flows for . 21-31 50.154 50.045 39.106 25 680

Bangladesh. The Annex-I of the
Treaty also specily that during
daily sharing this should be ap-
Ehed. Adjustments, if any, will
e done on a 10-dav basis as
given in Annex-II.
Sharing of Ganges Water at

average flows of the period.
1949 to 1988, the implementa-
tion of the formula in Annex-I
for share of each side is give un-
der Annex-II.

Recent developments in
sharing of Ganges water and re-
lease to Bangladesh has raised
some doubts in Bangladesh.

It is claimed by India that
they are releasing water below
Farakka as per agreement. But
in fact the discharge recorded at
Hardinge Bridge does not show
it. The discrepancy is quote
large as can be seen below :

It is seen from the table
above that during the 1-10 days
ol January India released about
3.31: cusec more which was ad-
justed in 2nd and 3rd ten-day
periods in January, '97. In

February 1-10 days. 2,107 cusec
was released niore which was
adjusted in 2nd 10-day period.
In the 3rd riod ( 21-28), the
reduction of flow was (39.106-
25.°680) 13,407 cusec. In the 1st
ten-day (1-10) of March the re-
duction was (35.000-21, 263}
13,737 cusec.

The differences in releases
in the 3rd 10-day period of
February and 1st 10-day of
March is abnormal.

The claim of India that they
are releasing water below
Farakka as per agreement can-
not be accepted due to the fol-
lowing reasons : 1) The mea-
surement procedures in both
Bangladesh and India follow
ihe same 1.5.0 standard. 2) The
measuring instruments are also
of the same model/type. 3) One

int discharge measurement is
'f:::ciluwed in both the measuring
stations. 4] Measurement are
taken daily by joint team ol

" Bangladesh and India at both

the places, recorded and signed
by respective team leaders.

It mmay be mentioned that In-
dia is allowed to use only 200
cusec of water downstream of

Indian release

for Feeder

canal at

Farakka
Jan.1-10 40,000
11-20 40,000
21-31 40,000
Feb.1-10 40,000
11-20 40,000
21-28 40,000

Mar.1-10

In this it is asswned that he
regeneration between Farakka
and Hardinge Bride is nil. As
such the figure of Farakka re-
lease for Feeder canal as per
agreement plus the measure-
ment figures at HB will give the
indicative total figure ol avail-
ability at Farakka.

[t is clear that there is some-
thing wrong in the total avail-
ability of the Ganges water at
Farakka. The formula in An-
nex-1 should have been applied
from 3rd (8/10) day period of
Fehyruary and March on a 50:50
sharinge,

Under the trealy,
Bang¢ladesh is assured of a
guaranteed flow of 35,000 cusec
in the 1st and 2nd 10-day of
March and J]st and 3rd l{}‘da‘y

Mar. 97

Release to Actual

BD as per availa-

Treaty bility
tHB

35.000 21,263

35.000

29688

the Farakka under the Treaty.

Il we look at it from a differ-
ent angle i.e from the release to
Feeder canal and availability
recorded at Hardinge Bridge, we
find that :

in April. Bangladesh lLiave al-

ready received 13,707 cusec less
in the 1st 10-dayv of March.
Unless the matler can be re-
solved urgently there will be
problem for Bangladesh in the

—

B adesh Total
availability Cusec
at Hardinge

Bridg:

70,829 110,829
55,728 95.728
50,045 90,045
48,430 88,430
38,319 78.319
25,689 65.689

39416 21,263 60,263

critical months of March and
April for irrigation.

The matler is urgeint enough
to call for meeting ol the Indo-
Bangladesh Joint Rivers
Commission early. In the mean
time the Joint Committee f[or
monitoring the agreement can
physically examine both banks
of the Ganges here and in India
to ensure that no unauthorized
obstruction is going on. It may
be worthwhile to inspect the
gate operation of the Farakka
Barrage Project.

Il the trend continues, the
l'reaty will be under severe test
lor India to release the assured
availability of 35.000 cusec in
the first and 2nd 10 days of
March, and subsequent 10 days
discharges upto April.

The worst allected area due

to this will be the Ganges’

Kobadak Project which has
started Kharil I (Aus) lor irriga-
tion of 30,000 ha this year.

The water level [WL) ol the
Ganges at HB as on 14th March
was 5.44M. The GK pumps cease
to operate if the WL lalls be-
iween 4.37 M. Any drastic lall
in water level will seriously af-
fect the irrigation in April.

The twriter is former Chair-
man, Bangladesh Waler Devel-
opmernt Board.

Citizens' Charter: Role of Politicians and the Public

T Ananthachari writes from New Delhi

ECENTLY the Consumer
Coordination Council
(CCC) in India has come
up with "A citizens' charter”
-after prolonged consultations.
The need for and importance of

" the citizens' charter which will

more formally define the
expectations of the citizen from
the government and public
service machinery. particularly
in the "service sectors’. cannot
be overemphasised. It is connn-
on knowledge that citizens lace
harassment at the hands of
those manning public services
at various levels. Such harass-
ment is not exclusively limited
to the lower echelons of the pub-
lic service apparatus. On many
occasions, the citizen is forced
to bribes even to gel poor-
quality service even though he
is entitled, as a matter of Tight.

and timely services.

: have come to such a pass
that a ci Ilmtﬂmimquh'ﬁ
to everr taxes
tlnw ; t—-a‘EfMI in-

ternational achievement in-
deed! This situation is further
com due to the fact that
there is no guaranteed method
of getting one's grievances re-
dressed. [t is in this context that
the role of the personnel man-
ning the public services be-
comes vital. Unless this matter

is given serious and sincere at-
tention on a priority basis, the
ultimate aim of democracy —
"government for the people”
cannol be realised. As things
are at present. it is extremely
doubtiul if this obtains in prac-

have happily become assertive.
Failure on the part of the con-
cerned public service agencies
to play their complementary
role, has often necessitated the

- Citizens' charter, which aims at bringing
into being "government for the people"
cannot succeed unless it also ensures

that the political hierarchy as well
as the public act in a responsible
manner

tice in India. Therefore, the role

of the public services assumes
speaial sighificance. -1 4! .
- ~Bffarts, being: made by an
agenoylike the .CCC, while be-
ing laudable, will definitely
lead to greater public aware-
ness, which in turn would call
lor a responsive and efficient
public service. In the recent
past, it has been seen that due to
the efforts of numerous enlight-
ened non-governmental organ-
isations (NGOs) and also public
minded and committed indi-

-viduals, many segments of the

weaker sections of our society

affected groups to resort to legal
remedies, including public in-
terest litigation (PIL). Resorting
te legal remedies should net be-
come a substitute for redressal
through the concerned execu-
tive agency. If this trend is to be
minimised, il is imperative
that, hand in hand with the ef-
forts initiated by the CCC, the
various public service agencies
should also be sensitised and
made capable of fulfilling the
expectations arising out of the
citizens' charter.
Implementation of the citi-
zens' charter, which would as-

lic service machine

—
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sure the public that in terms of
day-to-day governance, there
would be time-bound and quali-
tatively satisfactory action by
the public service machinery.
would necessarily place strict
accountability procedures and
measures on public servants,
including the supervisory
cadres. At present, Lhere is
hardly any visible and convinc-
ing accountability of public
servants. Therefore. there has
to be commitment on this score
as well as transparency on the
part of the government and pub-

the citizen in case he or she is
not satisfied with the action
taken. There should be statu-
tory provisions and openness
in regard to this also.

Citizens' charter, which
aims at bringing into being
"government for the people”
cannot succeed unless it also
ensures that the political hier-
archy as well as the public act
in a responsible manner. It is
not enough il responsibility is
cast only on those who man the
public services, particularly the
civil services. There is need to
educate the political workers
and leaders so that public could

A recent study revealed that more than 90

per cent of the requests by individual citi-

" zens to the ministers in the government,’ "
related to matters of personal benefits '
and only less than 10 per cent related
to matters of general interest. In such

a situation, vote-hungry politicians
would find excuses for disregarding
the thrust of the citizens' charter

_ . Public
should be entitled to be told in
unambiguous terms about the
action taken to look into
grievances and allegations

macle by the public and the re-
silt ol such an action. There
shiould also be formal and ef-

lective provision for appeal by

demand of them also the re-
%irecl degree of accountability.

have also a role to create
conditions so that the public. in
their turn, behave responsibly
and with a degree of social con-
sciousness. A recent study re-
vealed that more than 90 per
cent of the requests by individ-

ual citizens to the ministers in
the government, related to
matters ol personal henelits
and only less than 10 per cent
related to matters of general
interest. In such a situation.
vote-hungry politicians would
find excuses for disregarding
the thrust of the citizens' char-
ter. Therelore. an important
component of the citizens’ char-
ter should relate Lo the role and
responsibility of the citizens.
besides the role and responsi-
bility of the politicians. In this
regard political NGOs can play
an useful role.

We have to work towards a
new culture in governance so
that. with a view to safeguard-
ing the rights and interests of
an ordinary citizen, a formal
and meaningful role — com-
plementary and efficient —
should be carved out for the
public  services, the political
parties and political workers
and, equally importantly, the
political NGOs and individual
workers. The extent to which
the public service machinery
would play a responsible role
would to a great extent depend
upon the attitude, ethos and
commitment of the various
staff unions and associations.
It is also necessary to incorpo-
rate the requirements of 'citi
zens' charter” in the code of
conduct governing such unions
and associations. — Mandira

The writer is a retired IPS
Director General of Indian Bor-
der Security Force.

phone. One also n

Dhaka Day by Day

Thye Dhily Star 5

A Place for Dining out

by Raffat Binte Rashid

Lo R

A
et

T S

- ltalian : . .
Restaurant

Dining out in Dhaka is noth-
ing but almost routinely trying
out those ‘authentic' Chinese,
Thai and Sichuan dishes. There
are exceptions but with hardly
any variation and this repeti-
tive offer is boring the people,

who are eager for any change of

taste.

Thus Italian cuisine enters
the Dhaka scene. However au-
thenticity here, does have a
mouth watering local twist.

Ciao is a new venture of Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. The
hotel management believes
they are the initiator in intro-
ducing Italian gourmet to the
Dhakaites. "It is a new attrac-
tion to local people as well as
the hotel guests. Nowadays Ital-
ian food is gaining popularity
around the world and we
thought of setting up Ciao, but
with a local blend." says Imtiaz
Ahmed Siddiqui, public rela-
tions coordinator, Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka.

Wraﬂped in local flavour,
pizza which is nanza, in Ciao is
certainly a delicious blend. "Our
chefs have come up with this
unique way of preparing pizza
with a local twist on home
made nan — a kind of bread
that is famous around these
part of the globe since the
Moghul era.” Siddiqui talks
about Ciao's attraction at the
Nanza Corner.

Trying out the nanza cor-
ner's menu is a 'must’ thing for
diners in Ciao. For they offer
tempting mixes like 'Dhaka
Special' which is minced lamb
and chicken marinated in
chilli, lemon’' and ginger with

-mozarella cheese: then there is

Sea Food Special which is
nanza with smoked Indian
salmon and fresh mushroom.
Other than Nanza. they have
savory herbed nan. garlic nan
and nan with mozarella and
oregano.

"100 per cent Italian dishes
are not to our liking and thus
we are giving their food a bit of
our touch.” he explained.

Besides this Italianized ver-
sion of our nan, they have tra-
ditional Italian minestrone
=o1p with fresh basil, Sicilian
scaflood soup. onion soup Ital-
ian style, served with maize
croulons, mixed salad — a se-
lection of the day's {resh greens

Can one rent a cell

Yes, one can rent a cell
pays the security deposit and the
The amount of the security
the price of the

deposit is

?

: one
installation fee.
ent on

s to furnish

documents for Personal |d and Address Id.

What are the documents one needs to furnish while buying a cell phone ?

Documents fo be furnished in case of : |
a) Individual _
Cias For Personal Id For Address Id
Y - A copy of the voter's identification card, - A copy of the voter's identification card,
- o, copy of the first three pages of the Passport, - or, copy of last month's T&T bill,
- or, copy of the Driver's License. - or, statement from bank verifying address,
l - or, copies of the previous two month's

b) Expatriates

Documents required

c)

/

eleciricity or gas bill.

Corporate /Organization
- copy of the Trade License Agreement of the company,

-mdhpﬁmmﬁ'lﬂp‘mbﬁl.

.J.q
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for Individual plus lefter from the respective embassy for proof of id.

What all do you receive for the amount you pay in addition to the handset ?

For the amount you pay, you receive a handset + 2 recha

rgeable batteries + adaptor cum

charger + warranty (valid for a period of 6 months from the date of purchase.)

taindin

with your favourite dressing;
Ciao special salad — a creation
topped with parmesan cheese,
dried beef and Italian dressing;
Ceasar salad, a traditional
favourite. Bozo salad is a re-
freshing one with apple, wal-
nuts and radish.

Besides these light foods,
there is Pepper steak carpaccio,
thinly sliced and brushed with
olive oil and garlic dressing,
there is mushrooms trifoliate,
which is mixed mushrooms
sauteed with fresh herbs and

arlic served in a fillo pastry
asket: Norwegian smoked
salmon, with melba toast and
an array of dips.

Talkin% of dips the best one
is a simple dip of soybean oil;
which has dry red chili, green

chilli, garlic and other spices
soaked in it. Now this special
favoured oil mixed with sova
sauce and tasted with slices of
crisp bread stuffed with seedless
olive is an excellent treat to our
taste buds.

“We grow our own herbs and
vegetables like French beans,
European herbs, red lettuce,
here in Konabari; and import
only the ones that cannot be
grown here,” he reports talking
about spicy dips.

Ciao, which can accommo-
date 40 people together and on
special arrangement 80, is dec-
orated in a typical Pan Pacific
way, which always wants to up-
hold the culture of the place
they are doing business.

"We emphasise on local taste
and culture because our main
business comes from the locals,
specially the 'garment factory
owneérs, who are always'eriter-
_ foreign buyers,’; he
talks about their strategy.

Ciao has had a quiet opening
not a grand or gala or with any
chief guest. "We decided on a
quiet opening, which means
entertaining invited guests
only, free of cost for the first
four days. This is not for walk-
ing pguest but selected invited
ones; to familiarize them with
the new [talian taste and ensure
their money's worth for any fu-
ture evening out,” Siddiqui ex-
plains.

This is certainly a delicious
change from the mundane Chi-
nese restaurants Dhaka is satu-
rated with.
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