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Indian killed

in gunbattle
with police
in Jessore:
3 arrested

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Mar 18: One In-
dian national was shot dead in
a gunbattle with police at An-
dulia under Sukpukuria union
of Chowgacha thana last night.

Two Indian nationals and a
Bangladeshi were also arrested.
Police recovered a number of
arms and ammunition from

their possession.
" The deceased has been iden-
tified as Biswas (30) of
Bagdah thana igg:iinrth 24 Par-
of West Be 2

gan'?he arrested Indians were
identified as Pradip, 20, and Kr-
ishna Mistry, 19, of the same
thaita and the Bangladeshi as
Nazrul. 30, of Kulia under
Chowgacha thana.

The recovered arms include

one pistol. two shutterguns, one
pipegun and twelve rounds of
ammunition, all Indian-made.
The body has been sent to the
General Hospital in Jessaore for
autopsy. The arrested have been
sent to the Jessore Sagdar Court.
Two cases have been filed.
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Fresh deadlock at

Chittagong port

CHITTAGONG, Mar 18: The
Chittagong Port faced a fresh
deadlock today despite the end
ol workers' strike as the port
users started boycott of the port
demanding permission for use
of their private equipment for
handling cargo, official sources
said.

The port workers had gone
on a wildeat strike from 2 pm
Saturday whén a shipping
agency had taken initiative to
use its own equipment for han-
dling its container cargo at the
port jetty.

The CBA of the workers
withdrew the strike today fol-
lowing agreement with the port

From Nurul Alam

authorities last night as the
port authorities issued a notice
to the shipping agency, Q.C.
Shipping Agency, to remove iis
equipment immediately. offi-
cials said.

Showcause
on CPA

By Staff Correspondent

The High Court vesterday is-
sued a rule upon the Chittagong
Port Authority to showcause as
to why its order asking a pri-
vate company to remove its
forklifts from the port area.

See Page 12 Col 1

Chairman of Chittagong
Port Captain Zahiruddin
Mahmud said that the cargo
handling could not be resumed
this morning following the
boycott by port users.

Over 20 cargo ships fall
stranded at the port due to the
stand-off which costs 8,000 US
dollars per day to every vessel,
he said. Intervention of gov-
ernment's higher authorities
has already been sought to
break the impasse, he said.

Meanwhile, the private
shipping agency has not yel re-
moved its equipment (two fork-
lifts) from the jetty. the chair-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Taka devalued
by 45 poisa

Taka has been devalued by
45 poisa, or about one per cent,
aiming to stop depletion of the
country's foreign exchange re-
serve, now at a very low level,
reports UNB.

Official sources said the new
rate would come into effect
from today.

The selling rate of one US
dollar now has been fixed at Tk
43.10 while the buying rate will
be Tk 43.30. Earlier the selling
rate was one unit of the green-
back for Tk 42.65 and buying
rate for Tk 42.85.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Lutfar Rahman Sarkar told
UNB last night that the down-
ward adjustment of the taka
against dollar was aimed at en-
couraging the local exporters
who need some support.

Sarkar. however, main-
tained that the foreign ex-
change reserve level was almost
stable and constant.-

Economists said the devalu-
ation would reduce the import
demands. They think that more
devaluation is needed to in-
crease exports by making goods

See Page 12 Col 8
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Water policy in the offing: PM

Ganga Barrage to get
special priority

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said a com-
prehensive water policy to en-
sure optimum utilisation of wa-
ter resources is in the ofling, re-
ports UNB.

She said the water policy
will aim at implementing both
short and long term plans to
make the best use of water re-
sources with particular refer-
ence to the Ganges water.

The Prime Minister was pre-
siding over the third meeting of
the National Water Resources
Council at the International
Conference Centre (ICC) in the
city in the afternoon.

Hasina, who expressed dis-
may for not holding any meet-
ing of the council in last 12
years. said construction of the
Ganga Barrage will get special
priority in the water policy.

"The economy of the country
suffered. ecology was made im-
balance and people suffered a
lot because of unplanned con-

struction of road and embank-
nient in the past.” she said.

She attributed this situation
to undertaking of projects
without considering the inter-
est of the people and said from
now on well-being of the people
will be given highest impor-
tance at the time of taking up
projects.

Hasina said steps would be
taken to make the proper use of
Ganga water to be available on
the basis of the Indo-Bangla
Treaty.

The government will go for
having its due share of 53 other
commorn rivers with India, she
said adding the government is
planning to use the current of
small hilly rivers and tribu-
taries to make small generation
units.

Bangabandhu adopted the
"Mohamaya Froject” using the
current of Baramashichara, but
the project was abandoned after

See Page 12 Col 2
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Kazi Zafar expelled
after chaos at rally

By Staff Correspondent

Kazi Zafar Ahmed, a presid-
ium member of the Jatiya Party
and former Prime Minister, has
been expelled from the party, an
announcement said last night.

It followed an heated ex-
change between Kazi Zafar and
Naziur Rahman Manju, deputy
secretary general of JP. at the

arty public meeting at Manik
Blia Avenue earlier in the af-
ternoon.

Even Ershad failed to sup-
press his annoyance over Kazi
Zafar's speech and at one stage
aakcclll him to cut short his
speech.

"Such speech will not be al-
lowed.” shouted JP Joint Secre-
tary General Naziur Rahman
Manju at one stage of Zafar's
speech when he was saying "we
will give life but not allow im-
port of power from India.” ac-
cording to UNB. _

Manju also was seen pushing

Zafar, saying "dalal of BNP."”
That stirred a commotion on
the rostrum. People who
thronged the Manik Mia Av-
enue to listen to Ershad also be-
came panicky amidst the melee.

"Well, 1 will not say anythi
more.” said an embarrasse
Kazi Zafar and snapped his
speech. Later, announcement
was made of Ershad’'s speech
and the JP Chairman started
his delivery in the midst of a
disarray, which however, lasted
for few minutes.

Earlier. Kazi Zafar Ahmed.
in an oblique reference to pro-
posed Indo-Bangla joint opera-
tion, said: "We'll not allow any
step to use our army in combat-
ing insurgency on foreign
lands.”

He also described the initia-
tive to restore bus service be-
tween India and Bangladesh as

See Page 12 col 7

Ershad tells rally

Hasina should
refrain from
anti-people

policies

By Staff Correspondent

The government of Sheikh
Hasina should refrain from
adopting policies which would
go against the interest of the
pcuE e, Jatlga' Party chief H M
Ershad said without elaborat-
ing, at a public rally at Manik
Miah Avenue in the city yester-
day.

He also urged the govern-
ment to solve the utility prob-
lems in the city like electricit
failure, water shortage an

‘short supply of gas. "Unless

these are solved, popularity of
the government will go down,"
Ershad said in his first public
meeting in the city after his re-
lease on bail in January last.
People were seen carryin
plough, the election symbol o
the Jatiya Party and portraits
See Page 12 Col
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Party at Manik Mia Avenue in the city yesterday.
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Cache of ammunition recovered

from under ho

By Staff Correspondent

A large cache of ammunition
was unearthed from under an
old building at Gulshan in the
city yesterday.

At least 16 grenades and 260
rounds of Chinese rifle bullels
were recovered from a 10-feet
concrete pipe buried five to six
feet deep as labourers were de-

molishing the old building. po--
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ammunition including bullets (inset) dug up from under a

house at Gulshan in the city yesterday.
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Power tower collapse

Political lobby in PDB
union suspected

By Sharier Khan

The probe body investigating
the collapse of two towers ol the
East-West Interconnector Line
in Pabna is likely to submit its
report to the authorities tomor-
row, PDB sources said yester-
day.

The probe body has already
detected "evidences of manual
manipulation” in the collapsed
towers. the sources said.

"There are signs of use of
hack-saw blade in one of the
roots of the collapsed towers. It
seems. it must have been done
by someone professional." one
source said.

"An unscrupulous political
lobby in the PDB's workers'
union might be responsible for

the incident.” The four-member
probe body headed by the Chief
Engineer of the PDB is continu-
ing its investigation, the source
said.

It will take lour to five
months to remount the col-
lapsed towers, each weighting
27 tons for rf;::Fular operations.
the source said.

Two towers of the 230 KV
East-West Interconnector line
mysteriously collapsed Friday
night, snapping power supply to
37 districts in the western part
of the country. Power supply
was restored Monday night by
setting up of a temporary by-
pass line by a team of Power
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BNP procession.
rally today

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP] will demonstrate in
the city today protesting the
power crisis, question paper
leakage and the government's
alleged move to give India the
transtt facility and form a sub-
regional grouping, reports UNB.

It will also protest the re-
pressive measures of the ruling
party on its political oppo-
nents.

The BNP will bring out a
rocession and hold a rally in
ront of the Jatiya Press Club at
3:30 pm. Party central leaders
will address the meeting.

Party Chairperson and
Leader of the Opposition Begum
Zia is also expected to attend
the programme.

Foreign currency,
traveller’s cheques

worth Tk 43 lakh
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

The securily personnel al
Zia International Airport (ZIA)
seized loreign currency and

traveller's cheques worth about
Tk 43.35 lakh from a Dubai-
bound passenger yesterday
morning.

During the scanning of lug-
gage. the security men on suspi-
cion challenged Abdul Hakim
who was on his way to Dubai by
a Kuwait Airways flight at
about 10 am, airport sources

said.
See Page 12 Col 1

Chairmen of three
Education Boards
appointed

By Staff Correspondent

The pgovernment has ap-
ointed chairmen to the three
ducation Boards which were

being run by acting chairmen
for the last two months, accord-
ing to an authoritative source at
the Ministry of Education.

The chairmen for Comilla,
Jessore and Dhaka Boards were
named gcalerda}r. said the
source adding these posts were

See Page 12 Col 3

50 killed in Russian plane crash

MOSCOW, Mar 18: A civilian
airliner crashed in southern
Russia this morning, killing
all 50 people on board. One Rus-
sian official said an explosion
was suspected, reports AP.

The Stavropol Airlines AN-
24 plane crashed after
off from the southern city o
Stavropol. said Viktor
Beltsova, a spokesman for the
Emergency Situations Min-

i ;
i%w. 4] passengers and nine

crew members were killed
when the plane slammed into a

wooded area near the city of
Cherkessk, about 90 kiloimnetres
(56 miles) South of Stavropol.
the spokesman said.

Rescue workers flew to the
site and discovered at least 17
bodies, Boris Erkenov, deputy
interior minister for the
Karachayevo-Cherkessia re-
gion. told the Interfax news

agency.

The airliner appeared to
have in the air because
plane fragments and human
remains were scattered over a 6-
kilometer (4-mile) wide area,

Erkenov was quoted as saying.
The plane was {lying at 6.000
metres ﬁﬂ.?ﬂﬂ feet) when it dis-
appeared off radar screens and
crashed at 10:50 am (0750
(iMT). officials said. It was
headed to the northern Turkish
city of Trabzon. on the Black
Sea coast, 400 kilometres (250
miles) south of Stavropol.

Trabzon is a popular desti-
nation among the estimated 1
million Russian “shuttle
traders” who visit Turkey every
year to buy inexpensive cloth-
ing and consumer goods.

H M Ershad asking Kazi Zafar to cut short his speech during t

T

he public meeting ol Jatiya
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JP can't be natlonahst

party, says Khaleda

BNP chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said the
Jatiya Party cannot be a na-
tionalist force as it is working
as "B team” of the ruling Awaini
League, reports UNB.

"BNP is the only nationalist
force ... because it always stands
by the people at the time of their
distress,” she told some new-
comers in the BNP at a function
at her Minto Road residence.

Some leaders of the Jatiya
Sramik Party, Krishak Party.
Jubo Sanghati. Chhatra Samayj
and other parties from Natore
joinied the BNP at the function
yesterday evening.

The leaders include Natore
Sugar Mills CBA leaders Abdul

| Jalil. Panna and Shamsuddin

Sarkar, Advocate Abdul Kader,
S M Haidul Islam and Moklesur

lRahman. Natore district BNP

president Sirajul Islam Siraj
chaired the function.
Welcoming the newcomers to
the BNFP. Begum Zia said all
who love the country and want
to serve the people were joining
the BNP, because it is the only

party which can salvage the na-
tion Irom the current crisis.

"When the people are suffer-
ing {rom crisis of water, gas and
electricity, the farmers are de-
prived of lertiliser. seeds and
insecticides, and irrigation was
stopped due to power crisis, the
government has no headache."”

Criticising the government
for signing the 'unequal’ walter-
sharing treaty with India, the
BNP chairperson said the
country was not getting its
share of water according to the
agreement.

"Moreover; the government
has signed another agreement
to sell out the country in the
name of providing India with
transit facilities," she said.

She said despite the torture
and repression meted out by the
government, the BNP gave time
to it and did not announce any
tough %Jrugramme considering
the suffering of people.

But. taking the advantage,
the government hatched a 'con-
spiracy to sell out' the cnt.ml_rr.
Begum Zia said. "So it should
not be given anymore time."
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US Cong urges
donors to help
Dhaka alleviate

poverty

The US House of Representa-
tives has called upon the inter-
national financial institutions
including World Bank and
Asian Development Bank and
the international community
to extend appropriate help and
assistance to Bangladesh's ef-
forts for its poverty alleviation,
according to a message received
in Dhaka yesterday. reports
B55.

While felicitating the gov-
ernments of Bangladesh and
India for signing the Ganges
Water Sharing Treaty and
Nepal for reaching an accord on
the waters of Mahalkali river,
the US Congress offered its en-
couragement for the concerned
governments to continue with
their cooperation to raise the
standard of living of the 400

million people living in
Bangladesh. northern Indian
and Nepal near the Ganges and

+ Brahmaputra rivers and their

tributaries.
See Page 12 Col 1

Financial sector
problems
compounded

over the years:
WB tells PM

The visiting World Bank
Mission made a presentation
on ftinancial sector reforms to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at the International Conlference
Centre in the city yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

The WB team focussed on the
impact of financial sector re-
lorms and strategy for reforms
in wvarious countries of the
world. It also narrated the con-
sequences of delayed reforms in

countries like Brazil, Ar-
sentina. and Chile.
The team reviewed the

weaknesses of the financial in-
stitutions in Bangladesh and
stressed the need I!Elr taking re-
formative measures.

It recognised that the prob-
lems were created long ago. got
compounded over the years but
needed to be addressed lor long-

See Page 12 Col 4

CAttack on Jessore

Palli Biddyut
office: 10 injured

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Mar 18: Twelve
employees of the Jessore Palli
Biddyut Samity-I (PBS-1) in-
cluding two female employees
were injure and properties
worth about Tk one core was
damaged when nearly three
hundred armedmen stormed
into the PBS-1 office and set it
on fire today.

According to witnesses. the
angry people raided the main
oflice: building ol the PBS-1. de-
stroyed all important files. fur-
niture and littings and later set
five to the building. Five motor
vehicles, a new trolley, three
motor cycles, computer ma-
chines and air coolers were
damaged. y

They also attacked the stall
quarters including the bunga-
low of the General Manager.

All officers and employees ot
the PBS-1, were reportedly held
hostage by them during the at-
tack.

Witnesses said, continuous
loadshedding in and around
Jessore town is the cause of the
attack on the PBS oflice.

A case has been tiled.
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on Wednesday, 19 March, 1997

at Elephant Road, Dhaka
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Along with our general banking activities Prime Bank's |
various Savings and Credit schemes have already created a
great enthusiasm among its clients.

Prime Bank's entire operation is based on Hi-Tech
Information Technology and fully computer driven.

Prime Bank serves with a difference for welfare of its clients.
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Prime Bank Limited
Bank with a difference




