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Desperate DU Steps

The Dhaka University is at last addressing the
problem of campus terrorism in the way it should
long have done Politically picked chief execu-
tives or VCs of universities were never persons who
could do more than sermonising the terrorists. The
terrorists, appointed to secure party interests in
the universities, suffered the sermons with hilar-
ity and went about their business as usual. DU is
showing signs of pulling itself out of that fatal
hole. Students will now carry laminated ID cards
with photographs of the bearer; all unauthorised
entrances and passages running into the campus
will be closed; walls of residential halls will be
heightened to make them insuperable and pen in
perpetrators of crime; terrorists, proved to the sat-
isfaction of DU as such, will be expelled and all
their educational certificates cancelled: campus
roads will cease to be thoroughfares for buses,
trucks and other public vehicles. Quite a
formidable list. Half a thank-you for Professor
Azad Chowdhury, the remainder to be tendered
when tangible results would rewardingly be raked
in.

[t is sad to see DU, a treasury of wonderful social,
cultural and academic records, being put on kinds
of fetters that do not go with university ideals. A
university is, almost by definition, the most
civilised place, the most cultured ambience of a so-
ciety. It has long been reduced into a slaughter-
house of civilisation and culture. There's not one
murderer to date who has been made to pay for
killing a student or more on the DU campus.
This is a zone where the nation's laws or even
universal ones do not operate and a whole little
world lives as hostages during the pleasure of a
motley horde more treacherous than any that
existed ever.

While we welcome the positive steps decided on
by DU, we cannot but be sceptical of the outcome of
these. Will these preventive changes in the outer
trappings of DU be adequate to heal the lacerations
within — the brutalisation and criminalisation of
the whole corpus, sparing not even its teachers and
officers. Can any measure, even divine ones, effect
an improvement in the DU or other universities
health while the political parties continue to
maintain armed cadres there. A volunteered mora-
torium ad infinitum on this anti-state practice by
the parties is the only way through which any at-
tempt at freeing the universities from the clutch ot
terrorists can have any eftfect.

What has happened to our suggestion of delink-
ing the systemic ties between student and political
parties? That could be the first effective step to-
wards healing the intractable disease of the dying
universities of Bangladesh.

* There has been no work at the Chittagong Part
since the mid-day of Saturday. Thirty ships re-
main stranded at the jetties and outer anchorage.
The container yard gives a deserted look.

What is so nettling is the row over a small but a
corrective measure. The QC shipping company
merely tried to commission two lorklifts to handle
its own containers with prior permission of the C
port authority. The workers smelt privatisation in
the move and went on a wildcat strike. It was no
undue favour the private shipping company asked
for or the CPA granted to any party; for, private
sector tractor-trailers had been operating in the
port area for sometime anyway. It was quite con-
vincingly a matter of concern for efficient han-
dling nyﬂal‘gﬂ* unquestionably legitimised by a
frequent absence of such service from the port em-
ployees themselves.

The Chittagong port has been writhing with five
workers unions pulling in different directions, al-
though a CBA has vanguarded the initiative to re-
sist any operational change even for the sake of ef-
ficiency which obviously cannot be compromised
in realm of maritime trade.

The port authorities have shown signs of buck-
ling under union pressure, the latest example of
this being their concurring with the CBA in the
susgensinn of the operation of the forklifts until
such time as a tripartite meeting were held to dis-
pose of the matter finally. Meanwhile, the workers
have hardened their position saying they would
continue with the strike so long as the forklifts
were not withdrawn wholesale. The owing com-
pany of the equipment, the QC shipping company,
is up against their removal reportedly on the
strength of support extended by an influential
MP. The Chittagong mayor is wielding his influ-
ence to end the impasse. The port users have to pay
a heavy demurrage.

The Chittagong port remains a den of trade
unionism and a hot-bed of political animus. These
are the worst anti-economic vices we are hard-put
to accept at the dawn-time for the 21st century.

Banish it Root and Branch

This is one success story we would love to see
replicated throughout the country within a stated
time-frame. Well over three thousand inhabitants
of village Char Nitai Jhar under the Mughalbama
union of Kurigram district have publicly resolved
under oath to banish dowry from their otherwise
51'3,1‘3][-:3" locality.

e moving force behind this has been a local
NGO, called Jiban Bikash Karjakram, a nomen-
clature which, when translated into English,
should read something like this: Life Enrichment
Initiative. The man to administer the oath was
“thoughtfully chosen to dramatise the break with
| the past; he happened to be the octogenarian senior
most villager Ansaruddin.

The number of villages having been declared
dowry-free till-date is so small that it can be
counted on the finger-tips. Torture and deaths
stemming from the oppressive dowry-related de-

their families do not all get reported or receive any
timely cognisance of women activist or legal aid
groups. e continuing social malady, in overt or
covert forms, has been a constant reminder of not
only an abominable human rights shame but also
a huge block of an impediment to raising the status
of women in our society.

bodies to take the cue and launch a nation-wide
crusade for an early and total obliteration of the
: utterly regressive practice.

mands by mercenary husbands or members of

We would like more NGOs and local government

HE issue is load-shed-

ding. It is a reality and

we %lﬂ‘-fﬂ to kace it for the

next couple of months — unless
and until the gas supplies are
restored to the established
power generation plants. Even
then it may just balance the
ak demand at the margin.

d is increasing everyday.

We will still must face
occasional black-outs —
hopefully on a lesser scale.

Only when the new barge
mounted power plants become
operational by early next year,
load-shedding can be obviated
only in the short run, since new
generation capacity must come
on stream for which indepen-
dent power producers are still
hanging around the corridors of
power.

But how do we suffer from
load-shedding? The suffering
should be shared by all at least
cost to the economy. There
must be proper management of
lnad-shec}rding- Priorities need
to be established in terms of
who should get power and who
shouldn't and at what time of
the day or night. Secondly. can
the use of electricity itself be re-
duced. if the use is considered to
be of less priority and therefore
can be dispensed with for the
time-being. Above all. shared
suffering, if perceived by all
users of electricity, would tend
to reduce the collateral damage
to the party in power.

The good news is that de-
mand for electricity is not uni-
form throughout the 24-hour
period of a day. The variation
in demand between the peak
and off peak demand is consid-
erable and if the truncated gen-
eration capacity of today is suf-
ficient to meet the off peak de-
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-sl_leding__ — How to Deal wit

With the shops closed and television off the air — the peak demand will be reduced but still it may not be
i hi M Kiidde.

mlnd.mﬂmn the prnht&ni_ buﬂ;
down to management of pea
demand for electricity between
6-9 pm. First, how the de-
mand can be reduced. are
several measures | can suggest.
At 6 in the evening, as much
as 90 per cent of the televisions
are switched on. There are at
least two million television sets
in the country and they con-
sume huge quantity of electric-

ity. Why not ban television
broadcast d ak demand
period. Not only , it must be

ensured that cable and satellite
channels are also not allowed
to be received under the law.
Without television for three
hours in the evening is a small
sacrifice which we can all en-
dure. | have seen this in Thai-
land when television broad-
casts were shut down for three
hours during the Gulf War in
order to reduce consumption of

fossil fuel imported to run the
electricity generation plants.
Bul industries running second
shift did not suffer since it
would adversely affect the
growth rate of the economy. We
should pursue similar policies
— let us shut down the TVs but
let garment factories operate
throughout the evening.
Another big consumer of
electricity are the shops and
shopping centres,
roughout the country,
covering all towns and cities,
there must be millions of shops
consuming a great deal of elec-
tricity particularly during the
peak demand period after
which they all close down start-

North Korea

ing from 9 pm- exactly when
demand starts to go off peak.
Therefore, all shops should
close down at 6 evening.
The inconvenience is too little
for shoppers but the savings in
terms of electricity will be
enormous. As a compensation,
let the shops remain open on
Friday which is a public holi-
day and shoppers can switch
u;cr from ﬂri;ung }u tl;ﬁigl?y
shopping — obviously n
the l:gen%ng.

With the shops closed and

amount to 140 MW.,

Shared suffering is a mean-
i la ach to enhance the
tolerance level of ordinary con-
sumers of electricity. The con-
sumption of electricity by the
Parliament building — when
the Parliament is in session —
is as much as a small district
town of the country. If so, why
the Parliament should meet in
the eveni Only the security
lights should be on for the
evening and next time when it
meets — the sessions may be

Window on Asia

television off the air — the peak
demand will be reduced but still
it may not be within manage-
able limits. Most of the indus-
tries and other enterprises re-
main closed on Friday. If the
holiday is staggered in such a
way that one-seventh of the en-
terprises remain closed on any
particular day of the week, then
as much as fourteen per cent of
the potential day-long demand
of e]pcg:tri::ity can be reduced -
without any negative impact on
the production of goods and
services. 14 per cent is quite a
huge reduction: it means that
out of a potential demand of
1000 M.W_, the savings would

held only in the day time. Not
only that, all air conditioners
may also be switched off in the

government offices. Fans
should be enough when there is
a power crisis.

These are important initia-
tives when the government can
also rightfully urge the public to
switch off their air condition-
ers and instead of two — only
one lamp may be on in the pri-
vate offices and homes. A cam-
paign may be launched to con-
serve electricity. Use minimum
number of lights and fans and
other electricity using equip-
ment and facilities — this will
be the main campaign slogan

Changed Posture in Relations with South

Korea and America
by A'S M Nurunnabi

N a bid to secure some ur
I gently needed aid from

abroad, an economically-
cornered North Korea on
December 29 last expressed
"deep regrets" for landing a
submarine with commandos on
a South Korean beach in
September last and for "tragic
loss of life" The apology, sought
by an enraged South Korea was
extracted with the help of the
United States.

It was the first formal show
of remorse over military that
the North has made to Seoul
since the 1953 armistice ended
the Korean War. Over the
decades since their invasion of
the South was beaten back. the
North Koreans reportedly sent
down waves of assassins and '
saboteurs, séized war ships and
cargo vessels at sea, blown up at |
least one civilian airliner and
hacked US truce guards to death
axes — all without the slightest
of self-doubt.

" International observes have
wondered why this change of
heart has occurred. It might be
that Pyongyang's leadership
felt it had little choice: belliger-
ent business as usual, possibly
leading to the regime's collapse,
or knuckling under to demands
from South Korea and the US
for change in bebaviour. After
looking ever the options, Py

ongyang chose the latter course,
for now. Lately, there have been
disconcerting changes in the
over-all situation. Having lost
their economic and political
support from China and former
Soviet Union, their economy
has shrunk by an estimated 30
per cent in the last five years
and after two years of floods
they are facing food shortages
that could result in famine next
spring. Even their prized armed
forces are suftering for lack of
food, fuel and modernisation.
Washington and Seoul were

* worrying out loud that the dis-
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In the 43 years since the end of the Korean War, a
binding peace treaty between North and South has

never looked closer than it has now.

which it would be sure to lose.
However, it was felt that North
Korea's interest now is in sur-
vival, not destruction.

The apology made on De-
cember 29th opens the way for
more aid to the North, for better

.-relations between the North

! US afhd*betwéerr tite twb *

Koreas. The Americans have let
it be known that, though they
have no plans for sending
emergency food aid to North
Korea direct, they have no ob-
jection in contributing to an in-
ternational appeal on North's
behalf.

ongyang's rare apology of-
ferspg ﬂiﬂcr guf hope for the last
eat cold war frontier. The deal
ad taken weeks ot hard-slog-
ging negotiations, largely at the
US mission to the UN in New
York, and all parties had reason
to wonder if may be, just may
be., this kind of rational
discussion might one day bring
the Cold War stand-off to an
end. Inch by painful inch, old
enemies on the Korean penin-
sula are edging towards concili-
ation. In the deal latel
reached, the North. the Sout
and the US agreed to launch the
postponed "talks about talks ”
that could lead, one day. to a
formal treaty ending the Korean
War more than decades after the
final battle. The deal that
persuaded Pyongyang to shelve
its nuclear weapons programme
can also pick up where it left

the North agreeing to resume "
nuclear waste from the reactor
it operates new. The sub-
incident had stymied all of
these initiatives.

Warming up relations with
the world's unﬁr superpower is

robably %nn‘gyang'srgmn.ttst L]
-i%nﬂ:i &%ﬂ 145 ¢ treaty between North and E“-ug%
¢ ‘ has never looked closer than

| has now. But the South is in no

ks'

stack "th ;
and Wash- '

between Pyo

ngyang
' ington aPe due to grapple with a

number of subjects : opening li-
aison offices in the two capitals,
ending North Korean missile
sales abroad and allowing
officials from the US depart-
ment of Defense to comb the
northern countryside for re-
mains of American soldiers
killed in the Korean War. The
United Nations is to make an
appeal shortly, with America
expected to contribute addi-
tional $6m worth of non-food
aid t with $8.4 m in cash
it has earlier provided to help
meet North Korea's shortage of
food and heating oil. On De-
cember 30 last, the American
government gave Cargill, a
grain-trading firm in the US
approval to barter 2m tons
grain for esium and other
metals. Thus, step by step,
American embargoes on North
Korea are to be li :

Above all, the North Korean
apology clears the way for four-
party talks with South Korea,
as well as China and the United
States, to get under way. Last
April, the Americans proposed

reans. This was to be the first
step towards getting the North
to attend broader lour-country
discussions aimed at hammer-
ing out a peace trealy to replace
the armistice agreement that
brought the ceasefire in 1953.
The briefing was called off
when the 'sub-incident’ oc-
curred.

With the briefing proposal
back on the table, a more sup-
plicant North has now oflered
to meet the Americans soorn as a
prelude to the full four-country
talks on devising a peace treaty.
None can afford to be very op-
timistic here. Nevertheless, in
the 43 years since the end of the
Korean war, a bindidg" pedék

mood to offer concessions other
than humanitarian aid until
and unless the North agrees to
arms reduction and provision
for divided families to travel
across the border.

Another aspect of the apol-
ogy tendered by North Korea
appears to be that it is a signifi-
cant setback for the hawks in
the crumbling Stalinist regime.
Until recently, the military
leadership headed by the first
vice-minister of the North's
army, had tended to dominate
the government's policy-mak-
ing along with the powerful
Workers' Party, which also re-
mained hostile to the South.
Though nominally the North's
supreme commander, Kim Jong
I Eas been unable to assume
the unquestioned authority of
his father, the late Kim Il Sung.
As a result, the regimes links
with the outside world had been
inconsistent on account of in-
ternal struggles for the reins of
power. Kim and his followers
may believe they are adapting
ungr in order to save the regime
and stay in power. But their
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and it can be successful only
when t itself appears
to be ardent practitioner of
conservation measures.

The first strategy to deal
with load-shedding is to avoid
load-shedding as far as possible
through measures which will
reduce demand for electricity
during peak hours in particular
and at other times in al. I
have so far suggested that by
banning television broadcasts
from 6 to 9 pm, c down all
shops at six in the evening,
staggered hnlmidayf:: for business
enterprises the government
measures to curtail its own elec-

tricity consumption, — thereby

setting an for others to
follow, — would lower de-
mand in lar& Yet. Inadhk-
shedding not avoidable.
What do we do then?

First, load-shedding must be
made known to the ople.

nouncement through the news-
papers informing the le of
the cular areas where elec-
tricity will not be provided, its
duration and the time. Load-
shedding, as far as possible,

There should be éub ic an-

- should be uniformly spread out

so that the suffering is equally
shared by all throughout the
Dhaka and other city or town
areas. There must not be any
exception to the principle of eq-
uity in this respect. is may
be a complicated exercise for
PDB, DESA and REB but it must
be done. 1 am sure this would
enhance the image of the gov-
ernmcn:_ iﬂ spite of load-shed-
If the

ding. me Minister is

h It

found working in her office
where there is load-shedding. —
people will appreciate and they
will participate in the proposed
conservation measures, essern-
tial for dealing with the crisis

of the hour.

Following the l&c-nrl-
ented approach. I sug-
tm p-t:nllm:mf thtk

-5 i

it must be miurad{hl?:': s 4
su network as well as hos-
must not suffer for lack

of electricity. Load-shedding
must not to water shortage
and if ! te gen-
erators may be installed as
soon as possible near each
WASA water tank. As | men-
tioned before, priorities need to

be established to determine who
shnuldqnﬂmtri:itylndwhn
shouldn :

Ministers may suffer due to
load- s t there is elec-

shedding
ter for the ruidentm

city.
Fln fact, with clever political
t and effective di-
rections to power Managers — it
is possible to turn the energy
crisis into a huge political capi-
tal. As Mr. Kazl Fazlur Rahman
pointed out yesterday, this Gov-
ernment is not responsible for
the crisis; unfortunately, it has
failed to emphasise the failure
of the previous regime. How-
ever, the utter of the
past can be transformed into
the solid foundation of a

success of the present. It is not
load-sh — it is how the
government s with it,

People are clever. They will
understand. They have never
made a mistake at the polling
booth.

'Pauckage

ET me make this clear — [ am not concerned about the
big givers having coffee with the president, or sleeping

on a couch in the East Room, or j

with him on the

Mall, or playing golf with Mr Clinton at a country club. That's
what running a great country is all about.
My big fear is that these people might also be running the

government — or worse still, think th
I got the willies when | ran into Bu

now," he said. "Air Force One is taking me

the te House.

"l can't talk to you

are.
Warbucks in front of

to Colorado so that 1 can check out our air defense nuclear capa-

IO IR0S

& : : i e e EE | t I -#
. Idld{l trggw }}1}# *.’Su‘}fll. ything about nuclear capa :

e with the pac

e. For $250.000 I got twoj

1 It ﬂm
seats to astate’ er with Yasser Arafat, coffee the next morn

ing with the president, an o
bill, and an appointment wi

to mark up his

the Joint Chiefs of

"That sounds like a bargain. You're looh:lnF god i
"] slept in the Lincoln Bedroom. I thought wr;llu?l' nervous

but | was only woken up twice — once to send the Sixth Fleet to
North Korea, and another call from Al Gore asking me if I

wanted him to attend
“That's a pretty
“The Lincoln

Deng's funeral in Beijing."
deal for $250,000".
edroom snooze cost me an additional

$100,000 but it included four seats on the players' bench to the

Army-Navy game,

"Did you ever think that you

pers for jeans, would be so
"The president desperate
who put their money where

, Bubba, a manufacturer of zip-
to the seat of |
needs input from people like me
eir mouth is. He was so

when I told him what to do about Medicare that he gave me a

pair of cuff links and a tie pin.”

"Did you have to donate an

"What a suggestion! White

to the DNC for those?"
se cuff links are not for sale.”

"Are you planning on selling your zipper factory and moving

to Washington?"
"No, I'm going to stay in

mdonlyﬂymmaﬂ-ﬂﬂ

when the president wants to have coffee with me.

"When do you think that

might happen?”

"When he needs to know how to handle the crisis in Mexico. |

rent a house in Acapulco.”

| said, "The American people are blessed to have someone

with your expertise

their country. You are so much

better informed than anyone from Indonesia."

Warbucks started to

sing, "This land is your

land, this land is

my land ..." providing the Democrats have enough soft money to

win California.

: i 1d k off. Plans to build two multi- to hold a joint briefing in which  turn away from ideology sug- Los Angeles Times syndicate and
ﬁ?:th5&2$§;1%25p$:{E Ennézgﬁ billion dollar reactors in North thes North Koreans would sit gests another strain of Stalin- UNIEH association with the Los Ange y ;
to launch another invasion Korea can move forward with face to face with the South Ko- ism is dying.
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: logic of controlling imports lies state, and in jail where state ier” ends. Is sub-regional necessary. In case of any politi cial prob —
BRTC buses in m%l the fact that home-made protection to the prisoners is grouping an old wine in a new cal crisis, hartals, strickes and Reportedly, a 5“"; “ﬁ:.
Khulna oods must be protected against  obligatory and above all. The bottle? road blockade, demonstration ducted recently by an

Sir, With two million people.
Khulna. the industrial city, is
lacking a good transport system
for the inhabitants. There is no
local BRTC bus in this big city.
Besides, the number of private
local buses is very limited. Only
a few vehicles ];l}r on between
Rupsha and Fultala — the only
local bus route in Khulna.

They can't meet the demand
of the masses, which is increas-
ing day by day with the rapid
expansion of the city. Under
this circumstances, B vis-a-
vis private entrepreneurs
should come forward to render
the conveyance facilities for the
common people of Khulna city.
And it is expected to be a prof-
itable business as well.

I urge the BRTC authorit
and other concerned to provide
the city with sufficient number
of vehicles for the convenience
of the masses in Khulna.

Masum Billah
BBA Senior, Roll # 930316
Khulna University.

Foreign goods

Bangladesh is engaged in bi-
lateral and multilateral trades
of export and import. As an im-
porter it is often stated that our
market will be flooded with
foreign goods and we do not
want our country to be flooded
with for s. But there is
a point: il essential goods can-
not be produced here with qual-
ity, then foreign goods are wel-
come as imports.

The imports of machinery,
scientific instruments etc., are
welcome as these are needed for
development purposes. The

oreign goods and local indus-
tries should be protected
against competition from the

foreign ones in the home mar-
kel.

As an rter, our goods af-
ter local consumption should be
exported in the world market.
We need foreign earnings
through exports. The economy
of this country depends upon
the favourable balance of trade
and payments on current and
capital accounts.

Dr Syed Ala-Ud-din
.Dhaka

Feeling free

Sir, Self-proclaimed killers
of 1975 were moving f[reely
since they were immune from
law for their acts that is beyond
our knowledge to describe until
the Indemnity Ordinance of
1975 was repealed and passed in
the Parliament and successive
ratification of the same by The
Bangladesh High Court on 28
January 1997 declaring the or-
dinance void.

This ushers a new era. We
are now happy and proud to de-
clare that we are now living un-
der umbrella of just and verity
that our constitution upholds.
All the injustices we have
witnessed so far in our society
have been in existence for direct
result of this unjust ordinance
which was incorporated in our
sacred constitution. We are
hnpcful:y awaiting for this day
and so far witnessed grandiose
change of its beneficiaries. In
fine we are free to say that we
are able to have relinquished
all relations with inhuman acts

" that was exercised in 1975 at

the house of founder of this

personalities to whom state it-
self is in debt for its creation.

Bose Asoke Kumar
House # 413. Rd # 10,
Block-B. Chandgaon R/A
Chittagong-4212

Friendship Treaty
and Sub-regional
grouping

Sir, It is shrouded with mys-
tery that at a time when on the
one hand, the controversial 25-
year India-Bangladesh Friend-
ship Treaty is going to expire,
on the other hand, our Ministry
of Foreign Affairs officials and
other concerned of high eche-
lons are reported to be seriously
engaged in preparing necessary

apers for spelling out the
Hramewnrk. aims and objec-
tives to form a sub-regional
grouping comprised of north-
eastern provinces of India,
Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh.

The question is: "Are we go-
1n§ to replace or substitute the
25-year India-Bangladesh
Friendship Treaty with sub-re-

onal grouping?”
B Wh}g? Wll?lat for? For whose

interest? Why should
Bangladesh squeeze herself to
the whims of north-eastern
provinces of India.

The people of Nepal have
been struggling for a long time
to get rid of the infamous Indo-
Nepal Friendship Treaty of
1950. All the political leaders of
Bars.gladesh are Elcdg:-hound
no' to renew the 25-year treaty
of 972 which is going to end
thi; month. This is the reason
why New Delhi now wants to
sow the seed of sub-regional co-
operation and grouping to meet

What has
achieved from 25-year India-
Bangladesh Friendship Treaty?
How has Nepal benefited from
Indo-Nepal Friendship Treaty?
India-Bangladesh Friendship
Treaty so far did not help us
create friendship and goodwill
between Dhaka and New Delhi.
It also failed to generate any
economic cooperation and de-
velopment between the two
countries. On the contrary, it
deprived us of our rightful share
of the Ganges water for over 20
years. It also denied us our right
to use Tin Bigha corridor for
over two decades in exchange of
our territory Berubari handed
over to India in 1973.

With her leviathan army.,
sophisticated arms and ammu-
‘nition, missiles and nuclear
weapons, India not only op-
poses Pakistan but she also ap-
parently considers neighbour-
ing China as her enemy. And so
New Delhi wants to establish a
domain and jurisdiction of her
own involving smaller coun-
tries in the disguise of friend-
ship and economic cooperation
with a view to attaining
supremacy in the region.

Iﬁ Bargladesh joins the so-
called sub-regional cooperation
or grouping we would not only
lose our identity, but we would
also failed to act independently
— economically and politically.
Bangladesh would nat only
earn the displeasure of the peo-

le of north-eastern province of
Fndia who are reportedly strug-
gling for their independence but
our friend China would also be-
come hostile to us because of
our league with New Delhi. In-
dia would be using our Chit-
tagong sea port. Sylhet and
Syedpur airports as and when

Bangladesh

and agitation in Bangladesh,
India would withdraw the sup-
ply of the Ganges water and dis-
connect the electricity.
Why should we feel inferior?
If we could free ourselves from
the clutches of 214 years of
British colonial rule, 54 years
of neo-colonialism of Pakistan
and 20 years of deprivation of
the Ganges water, then why
can't we stand on our own feet,
re-discover ourselves, maintain
and defend our own identity,
dignity, honour and excellence?
Of course, we need friendship
with all countries and malice to
none, especially with India. It is
therefore imperative that we
must maintain, retain, preserve
and flourish friendship and co-
operation with all countries at
the national and international
levels and not indulge ourselves
in internal and provincial af-
fairs of any country or sub-re-
gional grouping. The sky before
us is open. We must promote,
develop and perform our
friendship, goodwill, economic
cooperation and uplift world-
wide through UNO, OIC, SAARC,
NAM etc., without any bias, dis-
crimination or prc}|udice in the
eatest interest ol our beloved
angladesh.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Addiction

Sir, The unabated trend of
addiction is crippling the soci-
ety's brains. Due to the failure
of well-wishers' attempt or the
success of instigators' cause, the
number of addicts is increasing
which is creating a chronic so-

revealed that about 8 (eight) lac
addicts already exist only in the
northern part of the country.

It is learnt that due to man-
power shortage and depending
on police as by the exi-
gencies of the situation, the De-
partment of Narcotics Control
proves to be inefficient. So, how
to root out the addicts and ad-
diction from the society is a
burning question of the ;

Kamrul Islam
B A College Road, Sirajgary.

Noise

Sir, Congratulations on
publishing the news items
'Sound Pollution..." on 6 Febru-
ary. The intensity of sound is
expressed in terms of the nti:lart
of the sound . The is
a ratio and is equivalent to a
10-fold increase is sound in-
tensity, a decibel (dB) is one-
tenth of a bel. Levels are re-
ported as decibel (dB).

A hazardous sound source is
defined as one with an overall
sound pressure greater than 90
dB. Sound is made up a number
of frequencies ranging from 30
hertz to 20 KHZ. with most be-
ing between | and 4 KHZ. Re-

ated prolonged exposure to
Eld noise, particularly in the
frequency range of 2-6 KHZ
causes first temporary and later
permanent hearing loss. This is
a common occupational -
lem. Serious noise induced
hearing loss is almost wholly
prmnt':lb]f by personal protec-
tion (ear mugs. ear plugsi. little
treatment can be offered once
deafness becomes established.

Dr Rumy Tabrez Hyder
222 KA Malibagh. Dhaka-1217



