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Bangabandhu's birthday
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tional Children's Day. Various
socio-cultural and political or-
ganisations including the rul-
ing Awami League have also
taken up different programmes
to celebrate the day.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina have given sep-
arate messages on the occasior.

In his message, President
Shahabuddin Ahmed said the
celebration of the birthday ol
the father of the nation will in-
spire the nation with a fresh
vow to build the country.

He said Bangabandhu's sin-
cerity and uncompromising at-
titude in protecting the interest
of the countrymen and estab-
lishing democracy lorged unity
among the people who fought a
bloody Liberation War to wrest
independence.

"Emergence of Bangladesh as
an independent and sovereign
country is a glorious part of
contemporary history and
Sheikh Mujib will be ever re-
membered as a successful per-
sonality of this history.” he
said.

In her message. the Prime
Minister called upon the nation
to take a fresh vow to make the
people happy by achieving eco-
nomic emancipation, uphold
the spirit of independence and
democracy and build a Sonar
Bangla as dreamt by the Father
ol the Nation.

She said Bangabandhu Kept
all the dreams ol the country-
mer1 in his mind and transmit-
ted those into the nation. "His
courageous, unforgettable and
historic leadership had imbued
the nation with and inspiration
of emancipation.”

Fa}ringlg rich tributes to the
father of the nation. Sheikh
Hasina said he led the nation
towards ils cherished goal of
independence ignoring the tor-
ture on him in prison in Pak-

istan and threat of death sen-
tETICE.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina will inaugurate the pro-
grammes at Tungipara today.
She will receive President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed there this
morning.

Ministers. MPs. diplomats,
and people [rom all strata ot

life are also expected to join the
fateha to be offered jat the
mazar of Bangabandhu at
'I‘unpﬁpara at 8 am.

Sheikh Hasina, daughter of
the late leader, "will place
wreath at the mazar. Quraan-
khwani will also be held at the
premises of her ancestral home
adjacent to the mazar.

Later, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will address a
rally of children and juveniles
there and also take part in a
discussion on "Bangabandhu
and Bangladesh" in the after-
noon. The day's programmes at
Tungipara will rounded of
with a cultural function.

As part of its programmes,
Awami League will hoist the
National Flag and the party flag
at its central office and at the
Bangabandhu Bhavan in the
city at six in the moming and
place wreaths at the portrait of
Bangabandhu. The party lead-
ers will leave Dhaka for Tungi-
para at 7 am. AL will also hold a
milad mahfil at Tungipara
later in the day.

Similar programmes and
discussion meetings will also be
held in other parts of the coun-
Iry.

The 'Shikha Chirontan’
(eternal flamme) which the Prime
Minister had ignited at the his-
toric Suhrawardy Uddyan on
March 7 last. is also scheduled
to be carried in Gopalganj to-
day. From there the torch will
be carried towards Khulna re-'
vion before the voyage ends on

“March_26.

Mir Shawkat

From Page 1

lice against Mir Shawkat Ali
and 14 others alleging that on
December 24, 1996 when he and
his company were on duty in
front of National Press Club, a
violent procession of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
came in {ront of the National
Fress Club at 4:45 pm on
24.12.96 and hurled brickbats
on the police without any
provocation. They also tried to
damage vehicles. Despite re-
peated request by the police to
refrain from such activities, the
unruly processionists became
more violent and attacked the
police in which two police con-
stable were seriously injured.

Farmers gherao
Rajbar1 power
office

RAJBARI, Mar 16: Hundreds
of farmers, demandinﬁ(::gular
power supply to their deep and
shallow tubewells, gheraoed the

ower office here today. reports
NB.

They also brought out a pro-
cession in the town before sub-
mitting a memorandum to the
Deputy Commissioner's office.

Book fair

From Page 1

Seba Prakashani. Agami, Muk-
todhara. Dibya, Samay. Kakoli,
Pearl, Shikha. Shahitya
Prakash and Samay also did
good business.

Most of the people at the
stalls said that business was
moderate. some said ‘as usual
while some others said 'dull’’

Bangla Academy's revenue
earning from the fair was more
than 15 lakh, which could be
increased to Tk 20 lakh if. ac-
cording to the oilicials. the
Academy could supply it's dic-
tionaries.

The Academy's Bangla-En-
glish and English-Bangla die-
tionaries were in short of sup-
ply and a large number of in-
tending buyers did not get those.

At least 100 new books could
not reach the fair due to prob-
lems in printing, binding and
text book printing. publishers

““Tank-lorry
workers call
off strike

SIRAJGANJ. Mar 16: The
tank-lorry workers called oil
their non-stop sirike following
a fruitful tripartite meeting
tonight, reports UNB.

The workers agreed to allow
movement of oil lorry from to-
morrow morning as the au-
thorities assured them of look-
ing into their demands.

The lorry workers have been
resisting movement. loading
and unloading of all kinds of
oil lorries at Baghabari Qil De-
pot since Saturday, creating an
acute crisis of gasoline in 16
northern districts.
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Prime Minister Hasina said
the government was trying hard
to overcome the present crisis
in the power sector and hoped
for an early solution of the
power problem,

"We are very much aware of

4he sufferings of the people and

wholeheartedly trying to solve
the power problem shortly," she
told the discussion meeting, ar-
ranged by Bangabandhu
Parishad on the eve of 77th
birth anniversary of father of
the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. to be
observed today.

The Prime Minister said the
government had announced a
power policy and opened the
sector for the private en-
trepreneurs to generate power.

It takes time to set a plant
for generating power an the
government is taking steps to
solve the problem as soon as
possible, she said and called
upon the people to show toler-
ance at this hour of inconve-
niences.

Recalling the contribution of
Bangabandhu in building the
war-ravaged Bangladesh, the
Prime Minister said within a
very short time the father of the
nation rebuilt the country.

Bangabandhu was killed
when he started his work for
the economic emancipation of
the people and after that the
people of the country became
victim of bad politics, she ob-
served.

The game of capturing power
was started after the killing of
the father of the nation and
people of all strata, including

@he Daily Star

PM: Power failure

the members of the armed
forces, were affected for that
hitch.

The Prime Minister said her
party is following the path
shown by the father of the na-
tion and trying to establish his
ideals to bring smiles on the
fa::g:_a of the downtrodden.

2 girls rescued

from brothel

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 16:
Two teenage girls were rescued
from a brothel here today.

Narayanganj police, in co-
operation with Salma Ali, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Jatiya
Mohila Aini|lhi Samity. raided
the house ol one Doulat Khan in
Tanbazar red-light area and
rescued Shirin, 14, and Rozina,
15, from "madam"” Jahanara
alias Janu. But the woman es-
caped. ;
Police said, an unidentified
rson lured the two girls, one
rom Mymensingh and the
other from Sherpur, with the
offer of employment but sold
them to the brothel.

BNP programmes
From P .

will organise a discussion on
Zia.

March 26 — Placing wreaths
at Savar National Mausoleum.
offering fateha at the mazar ol
Shaheed Zia, colourful rally
and cultural function.

March 27 — Meeting at
Kalurghat, Chittagong to be or-
ganised by Jatiyatabadi
Sramik Dal.

Teesta water-sharing
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network system. planned along
with the barrage for supply of
irrigation water to the crop
fields, is the largest irrigation
project in the country.

A permanent agreement
with India for sharing the
Teesta waters would allow un-
hindered and optimum use of
the Teesta Barrage.

At the upcoming meeting of
the JRC, Bangladesh will seek
India's participation in the
construction of the proposed
Ganges Barrage Project. India's
assurance in this regard was al-
ready given in the last meeting
of the Joint Economic Commis-
sion held in New Delhi last
week:

An important item on the
agenda of the JRC meet would be
review of the progress of the
Indo-Bangladesh accord on the
Ganges waters. The meeting
would also discuss the progress
made and the problems encoun-
tered since the signing of the ac-

cord.

A detailed report is expected
to be presented at the JRC meet
by the Bangladesh-India Joint
Committee |JC] formed imme-
diately after the signing of the
water treaty to review the data
of water availability at
Farakka and the discharge
made from Farakka point vis-
a-vis the treaty.

The JRC would also be ap-
prised ol the water monitoring
reports from the four observa-
tion points set up in accordance
with the accord — at Farakka
point, the Feeder Canal, the
Navigation Lock and the
Hardinge Bridge.

At the end of the JRC meet-
ing, the two sides are likely to
make an official announce-
ment on the outcome of the
talks and also make a state-
ment relating to the actual
progress of the Ganges water
sharing accord. based on review
ol the monilored data till the
end ol the current month.
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Press Note on question leakage
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and police supers to be more
vigilant on the security of
preservation of question pa-
pers.

The Education Ministry also
constituted a four-member en-
quiry committee headed by Na-
tional University VC Prof
Aminul Islam,

The committee will primar-
ily examine which question pa-
pers were leaked out. Then it
will make a review of the entire

rocess of preparation, compi-
ation, printing, packaging,
transportation and preserva-
tion at all stages under safe cus-
tody of the question papers of
all public examinations.

It will also find out the faults
in the process of preservation of
the question papers and formu-
late necessary recommenda-

Power supply

From Page |

After emergency steps taken
by the PDB yesterday. power is
now being supplied from the
Khulna 60 MW unit, Bheramara
30 MW unit, Barisal 40 MW
unit, Rangpur 20 MW unit,
Syedpur 12 MW unit. Bogra 3
MW unit, Thakurgaon 10 MW
unit and Baghabari 35 MW unit.

UNB adds [rom Sirajganj:
Power supply to the country's
northern region was disrupted
due to a technical fault in the
irid of a tower at Karitala in
Shahjadpur thana on Friday.

DI‘II'icialﬁ said the power sup-
ply was restored from
Baghabari power station at 3
pm yesterday after necessary
repair.

Some 35 megawall power is
expected to be supplied to 16
districts Ifrom this
station in a day. _

Another UNB report from
Pabna says: Local businessmen
laid a siege to the district Power
Development Board yesterday,
demanding uninterrupted
power supply to the area.

The businessmen, including
owners of different mills,
demonstrated in {ront of the ol-
fice from |2 noon to 2 pm to
press the demand as the power
ﬁulplpl},r in the area remained cut
off I[rom Friday night following
the collapse of two towers near
Ishwardi.

tions in this regard. It will try
to identify the people responsi-
ble for this year's question pa-
per leakage.

The Press-Note assured that
"the government is determined
to take stern action against
those who create indiscipline in
the academic life of students.”

The government expressed
sympathies for the examinees
and the guardians for their in-
conveniences because of the

question leakage and hoped

that the remaining examina-
tions would be held as per

schedule.

"If the allegations of ques-
tion leakage are proved in fu-
ture. necessary steps will be
taken for the interest of the
people and all concerned be in-
lormed there of thr media
at short notice.” said the Press-
Note. ;
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1) Multipurpose Vehicle Manufacturing Unit
2) Fabrication Unit of Bus Body, Truck and

3) Paint Manufacturing Unit
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‘The first ever International Rock Conc

DHAKA

March 18:

Strange Daze
(from Thailand)
& Feelings

March 19:
Power Onions, featuring
Danny McGill and Kamal Sidhu

(from Singapore)
& Renaissance

March 20:
Crash (from Hong Kong)
& War faze
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» Venue: Sheraton Winter Garden
» Time: 7-10 pm

» Tickets: 400 Taka each available from March 10th

at the Sheraton, Bridgehouse Hallmark Shop,
DolceVita (Banani), Hot Hut, Swiss Plus (Bailey Road),
La Bamba,Yum Yum, Dhaka Billiard Club

‘and Rhythm.
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No one under |8 years will be admitted.

. TovVES
All proceeds from ticket sales will benefit Sandhani National Eye Donation Society.
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