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A Realistic Picture

Now, at long last, here is at least a picture of our
power situation. We had demanded of the govern-
ment a white paper on the matter. General (retd)
Nooruddin's outline yesterday of the present state
and the immediate outlook does not mince words
and should be greatly helpful in giving a realistic
frame to our expectations. But this does in no way
obviate the n of a white paper setting out all the
facts of this most important aspect of our national
being — a lifeline, so to say.

It is good, even brave, of the minister to flatly
tell us not to expect any relief from the present
straits till well into April. But the industrial and
agricultural losses the power crisis is forcing upon
the nation will keep taking a toll may be for the
rest of the year and beyond.

The inconceivable dip that power took during
the first half of the present month pushed the
greater part of the population in Dhaka beyond the
pale of civilised existence. Can General Noorud-
din's brave words mean that this would continue
for still another month and more? That is asking
too much of the people simply because the people
haven't in them the capacity to take any more wa-
ter starvation. We want to believe that measures
are under way to relieve the water situation
through setting up a battery of emergency genera-
tors. How we hope this to come true !

Today's power crisis is not the immediate result
of just yesterday's foolishness. It is by now old hat
that our installed capacity of electricity generation
was not increased by even a megawatt during the
five-year tenure of the earlier government. While
the demand for power mounted outstripping the
rate of population — for understandable reasons of
rural electrification and continued influx of people
to the urban areas — the generation capacity kept
depreciating in very physical and inexorable
terms, reaching the power position to today's
breaking point. The energy minister's explana-
tions add substantially to the list of unfortunate,
inept and downright stupid failures of our earlier
years. Not only Bakhrabad was prodigally ex-
ploited to end up mining sand rather than fuel. The
on-hand vital jobs of building pipelines for reach-
ing fuel to the turbines were not completed on
schedule. The minister said the government is ex-
erting to plug those gaps going into an emergency
overdrive.

What held the government so long from sharing
these with the people? What is holding them from
issuing a white paper? In the meantime we would
repeat our counsel that the distribution of both
power and water be made strictly on the basis of
shared austerity — and very visibly so. Moreover, it
should continue past the end of the present crisis.

Insightful Letter

Candour was the theme of Carol Bellamy's letter
published in last Wednesday's daily New York
Post. In that epistolary communication with the
American newspaper, the Executive Director of
UNICEF described the waning of child labour from
Bangladesh's garment industry as an example of
practical agreement and partnership-building.

Indeed it was a practical one as the dismissal of
50,000 children from the industry and the placing
of 4000 of them in 135 new school-rocoms since the
agreement in July 1995 between Bangladesh Gar-
ment Manufacturers & Exporters Association
(BGMEA), UNICEF and ILO in July 1995 suggest.

Despite Bangladesh's commitment to the cru-
sade against exploitation of child labour efforts to
eradicate this poignant reality tend to end in
whimper for a variety of socio-economic reasons.
Apparently, the agreement, an outcome of US in-
junction on our garment exports that had anything
to do with child labour made light of some of these
constraints.

But at what price and for how long? Ms Bel-
lamy's letter addressed these points with the in-
sisht of a native. There is no doubt that child
labour in Bangladesh is not a simple issue and de-
fies simplistic solutions. What is probably even
closer to truth is that any attempt to fight child
labour in a country like Bangladesh has to be a
multi-pronged initiative for, there are actually
several reasons why child labour has come to have
Bangladesh as its haven as in some other South
Asian countries.

The executive head of UNICEF was very correct
in airing caution to the rich and developed coun-
tries about sanctions and boycotts on issues like
this. Because injunction like the one imposed on
the local garment industry invariably means a
huge socio-econgomic dislocation. If not tackled in
a holistic and comprehensive manner moves how-
ever desirable and sane will give rise to great many
problems that may in the end appear defeating
than rewarding. As expected the conditional in-
junction on our garment export brought along a
few harsh realities which the authority is strug-
gling to come to terms with.

We hope, the letter contributes to enhanced and
more considerate approach of the economic pow-
erhouses in matters related to sanctions against
the developing countries.

Another Hero

Another father has apprehended his wayward
son and surrendered him to police. The first such
unprecedented action, of a father handing over his
acid-throwing son to police custody, took place
only last Thursday. Could, any one of these days,
some father come to police with a bunch of terror-
ist sons in tow — and shame the political godfa-
thers of campus terrorism?

The latter hero of a father, Mr. Abdus Sattar, a
driver by profession, could catch his allegedly son
only after setting out on a literal odyssey. He just
tracked his fleeing son down — almost Australian
aboriginal style. What remains both a myste
and a case of-unusual courage is how could these fa-
thers make their sons accompany them sheep-like
to police which entails a high likelihood of stiff
punishment ranging up to death. The two gentle-
man appear to be possessing great moral strength
and this must also have lent t%lElTl very command-
ing personalities. This, however, lands us into a
quandary. All this must be true but how then their
sons do slip into such base criminality? Will it be
wrong to assume that moral rectitude of parents
does not anymore create a healthful ambience
enm%)gh pervasive to keep their progeny from evil's
way

Perhaps there is no greater contribution comes
to this slide into vile ways about the human body
than from the very innocent looking situations of

unemployment for the lower social stratum and of
lack of healthy preoccupation for the higher one.
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TWO CRISES

Power Supply of the Country and

CCORDING to a  news-
g;pcr report, the former
me Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia declared in a public
meetin# she addressed at Feni
on 26 February last, that there
is no problem in the power
sector and the load-shedding
that is taking place is due to the
machinations of the govern-
ment with a view to justifying
import of electricity Irom
India. She reasserted the same
in another meeting at Ke-
shabpur in Jessore on 7 March.
Now we can expect other leaders
of the opposition to take up the
cue and spread the message.

It was a very shrewd pre-
emptive stake on the part ol Be-
gum Zia. The best way to escape
the blame for one's own lapses
is to accuse the other party with
all possible vehemence. It was
surely to be expected that the
opposition will try to make po-
litical capital out of the misery
of the people due to massive
load-shedding that is now tak-
ing place. But one may think
she was some what hasty with
her oiffensive on this count. A
few more weeks would see the
crisis deepen. Longer hours in
the dark, increasing summer
heat, more crops withering for
lack of irrigation and all other
heightened aggravations due to
power shortage would have
made the populace more re-
sponsive to any such attack on
the government of the day.
Some more delay in launchin
such a tirade would have ha

another advantage — as time

passes, the people are less likely
to connect the current crisis
with the past failures i.e. estab-
lish the cause and effect rela-
tionship.

Durini the eight months of
its rule. the present government
surely has made many mis-
takes. But in all fairness, it can
not be held guilty as charged by
the former PM. There is a seri-
ous power shortage, and the re-
sponsibility for it lies totally
and fully at the door of the gov-
ernment she led for five years.

Let us look at the facts on the
ground. The installed electric-
ity generation capacity is just
adequate — with proper main-
tenance — to meet the current
needs of the country. However,
if the generation capacity is not
increased soon and distribution
systems upgraded, it will be
meaningless to promote new
investment local or foreign, or
to plan the extension of the area

Water Supply of the Capital

Right now, regardless of the consip
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shortage. And that is due to one simple reason — there is just not enough natural gas to keep all the generation |

under irrigation : not much was
done in this sector during the
days of the last government.
And one should keep it in mind
that the lead time between pro-
ject planning and commission-
ing in this sector is three to four
years under the best of circum-
stances.

Right now, regardless of the
conspiracy theory propounded

by the former PM, is a se-
rious power sho . And that
is due to one sim reason —
there is just not enough natural

gas to keep all the generators
running. Instead of power cri-
sis, the present situation should
rightfully be termed as the gas
crisis.

Inadequate supply of gas has
reduced generation of power by
more than 500 megawatts
(MWSs). Some plants like Rauzan
have been shut down and some
others are operating below ca-
pacity.

The recent crisis in the sup-
ply of urea fertiliser is also di-
i.. ' attributable to gas short-
age, K.,.FCO and CUFL plants
had to be closed down for want
of feedstock. Government had
to fork out Taka 600 crore or so
worth of precious foreign ex-
change for import of Urea to
meet the shortfall. Higher im-
port Frice also meant huge sub-
sidy ifrom the exchequer.

That a serious gas shortage
is looming ahead was known or
at least should have been
known more than five years
back to all concerned govern-
ment agencies — Petrobangla,
Power Bo~-Z, 3BCIC and their
controlling Ministries and
Ministers. The solution was
simple and that was also
known to them.

It was the Bakhrabad Gas
Field that was primarily dedi-
cated for supply to the fertilizer
factories and power plants,
among other uses, in the Chit-
tagong region by the Bakh-
rabad-Chittagong pipeline.
Quite some time ago, it was
detected that recoverable
quantity of gas in Bakhrabad
field is much less then origi-
nally estimated and unless the
supply is augmented from other
sources. a serious shortfall in
supply is bound to occur.

running. Instead of power crisis, theprﬂenhituuﬁnn should rightfully be termed as the gas crisis.

How to augment the supply
was also known. The solution is
a eight or ten inch pipeline
from Ashuganj to Bakhrabad
covering a distance of about 40
miles or so. And it was required
to be completed before the crisis
actunlly hits with all its dire
Cconsequences.

As projects go, it was a
rather simple one within the
competence of our own techni-
cal expects who had already
implemented comparable pro-
jects without any foreign exper-
tise. It would have ta endper-
haps six months or so and the
project cost would be somewhat
in the range of Tk 150 crore.
Given the critical nature of the
project and urgency of the situ-

Bakhrabad pipeline is Fr -
ing fast. But it will still be three
months or so before gas actu-
ally flows through this

ipeline. Meanwhile, there will

e more load shedding and
more closed factories, and less
water for irrigation,

However. il more production
wells are developed and
pipelines upgraded something
that should have been done long

ago — another gas crisis is
bound to occur within a year or
= 3

Among all the ministers in
Bangladesh, past and present,
Mr Saifur Rahman (perhaps the
longest serving Finance Minis-
ter of this country) has always

Kazi Fazlur Rahman

ation, the only sensible course
for the government of the day
should have been to act
promptly and implement the
roject with its own resources.

et. the government ap-
proached the World Bank for a
IJI'GB(E{:T. loan. Perhaps it due to a
ack of understanding of ur-
%em:}r of the situation or just
orce of the habit of dependence
on donor agencies. And World
Bank has its own inflexible bu-
reaucracy ensuring strict con-
formity to its rules and proce-
dures. Reportedly there was a
difference of opinion between
the government and World
Bank in respect of the evalua-
tion of the tender bids for the
projects — a situation that oc-
curs not infre‘guently. Letters
were exchanged. missions came
and went but nothing happened
on the ground. And through all
these, the policy makers man-
aged to remain totally oblivious
to the consequences of their
failure to act.

The new government man-
aged to sort it out with the
donor agency and it is reported
that work on the Ashuganj-

been the maverick. He shuns
cliche-ridden orations and jar-
on-filled political platitudes.

{is choice of words on style of
delivery may occasionally
‘cause some raised eye-brows but
he almost always displays the
courage of his conviction and
does not shrink from speaking
the truth — increasingly a rare
quality among his tribe — even
if the same upsets his party
faithful.

+ He displayed this penchant
for telling the truth — albeit un-
palatable — in an interview he
granted to a local Bengali news-
paper (The Bhorer Kagoj) which
was published on April 16 and
27, 1996.

The following quotation (in
translation) from that inter-
view is relevant in the context
of the current power crisis in
the country and the water crisis
in Dhaka :

"We could not introduce the
necessary legal reforms. There
had been no reform worth men-
tioning in the electricity
telecommunication and admin-
istration sectors. People of
Dhaka are wailing aloud flor

want of water. But we failed to
utilize eight hundred crore taka
provided by the donors for the
water supply project. The
donors stipulated a condition
that water-billing has to be
handed over to the private sec-
tor. But that could not be done
on account of political oppor-
tunism.”

Water shortage for meeting
the day to day necessities of the
citizens of Dhaka began to be
felt quite a few years back. The
situation gradually exacerbated
with the increasing population
and lowering of the sub-soil wa-
ter level. It became absolutely
evident that the needs of Dhaka
city cannot be met by pumping
out water from below the
sround. This led to the formu-
ation of the Saidabad water
supply project aimed at pum
ing up river water and supply-
ing the same through an up-
graded distribution system af-
ter purification in a treatment
plarit to be set-up in Saidabad.

The project proposal was ap-
proved and financing lined up
in the late eighties is even be-
f[ore BNF government came in
power. World Bank agreed to
provide major part of the cost;
France was the other donor.

World Bank financing had,
as Mr Saifur Rahman observed,
— conditionalities none of
which can be said to be
unreasonable — attached to it.
The major one was the
intreduction of billing by
private sector in two zones. It

would be an experiment to see it
'systemn loss’ which runs at
more than 50 per cent, can be
reduced by such an ar-
rangement. There were also
other conditions in respect of
reorganizing the WASA Board
and revamping its manage-
merit,

Five years of BNP rule
passed and the government
could not gather the political
courage to fulfil the conditions.
According to some reports, an-
other reason for the lack of any
progress was the bickering
among the top people within the
jovernment in the matter of se-
ection of contractors and con-
sultants — a situation which
has become quite normal in the
recent years. The result — every-

thing was on hold and the
donors effectively withdrew
from the scene. For the citizens
of Dhaka, it is an unmitigated
disaster. There is just no other
way of worsening water crisis
in the coming years.

resent government
took fresh initiatives to review
the project. and successfully
renegotiated it with the donors.
But even if everything Frn-
gresses satisfactorily. it will be
at least four years before water
from the Saidabad project
reaches Dhaka citizens. at
will happen in the intervening
period just defies imagination.
Meanwhile, as in the case of gas
power shortage, the opposition
will surely try to persuade the
people of the failure or conspir-
acy or both on the part of the
government to make the people
sufier.

And. according to some re-
port, things are not progressing
satisfactorily again due to pre-
sent government's delay in ful-
filling the conditionalities. One
can only hope that this gov-
ernment will have more politi-
cal courage and commitment to
weli.ire of people of Dhaka than

the last one.
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[t is not at all surprising that
BNP leaders are so loud and ve-
hement in blaming their suc-
cessor government for the mis-
ery ol the people due to load-
shedding. Surely. they would do
the same when water shortage
in Dhaka will soon become
acute. It may be unfair, but it is
the nature of the game of
Bangladesh politics.

But what is surprising is to-
tal failure of the government to
put across their case before the
people. 1s it due to misplaced
magnanimity or chivalry to-
wards defeated opponents or
complacency? One wonders! But
the likeliest explanation for
this strange behaviours is sheer
ignorance and incompetence.

The occusations by the op-
position are bound to become
more and more strident and
will increasingly fall on the re-
ceptive ease of the citizens as
the both electricity and water
crises worsens. Any defence put
up at that time by the govern-
ment will have very little credi-

- bility. 'The charges must be

true, most of the ordinary citi-
zens would argue, 'otherwise
why has the government kept
silent all this time?'

- Turkish.Politic
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bringing in funda-
mental change in the Consti-
tution of Pakistan by the cre-
ation of a Council for Delence
and National Security is nol
only inspired but modelled on
the Turkish political system.
Article 118 of the 1982 Turkish
Constitution provides for a ten
member National Security
Council to be chaired by the
President (and in his absence by
the Prime Minister), except that
in the Pakistani case, the Fi-
nance Minister comes in place
ot Chief of Gendarmerie (rural
police on BSF lines). The Turk-
ish NSC has 5 military mem-
bers, while Pakistan's has four.
In Turkish Protocol, the Armed
Forces Chiel of General Staff
(CGS) comes next to the Prime
Minister and the two along with
the President tormns the triangle
of power which rules the coun-
try.

The agenda of the Council
meetings is based on the pro-
posals from the Prime Minister
and the CGS and the position of
the Pak Chief of Army Staff,
originally based on the British
colonial pattern and modified
by 50 years of experience is not
so different. In practice his po-
sition has been even more deci-
sive and certainly arbitrary. A
proposal to create such a Coun-
cil by Pakistani President Gen
Zia ul Haq in the 80s was op-
posed and dropped by a few of
the defence delegations from
Pakistan who came to study the
Turkish NSC model. It appears
that th= current Constitutional
coup was initially opposed by
even the caretaker Prime Min-
ister and others. The posting of
a retired general as the new
Pakistani Ambassador in
Ankara would help understand
the working of the Turkish NSC
better.
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al Model a

by K Gajendra Singh .. i

The National Security Council was first put in the Turkish Constitution after the 1960 coup to give an institu-
tionalised voice to the Armed Forces, and was approved in a referendum. It was not introduced through a
decree. It was the NSC which had asked PM Demirel to resign in 1971.

The Turkish Armed Forces
are rooted in a mixture of Ot-
toman Army traditions when,
as now, it formed an au-
tonomous elite, modernised
and westernised by French and
German staff officers and
forged into a nationalist fight-
ing force. During the War of In-
dependence by Turkey's founder
Kemal Ataturk, to uphold secu-
larism and guard against any
tilt either to the left or the right,
Ataturk had ensured that the
military men gave up their
uniform before jumjng civilian
duties. And since the early
1950s when Turkey joined
NATO, it has been influenced by
its practices and US influence.
When the Armed Forces first in-
tervened in the 1960s, a few
days after Jawaharlal Nehru's
visit to Turkey, the ruling party
had divided the country into
hostile camps and curtailed
freedom. (Still. Nehru had in-
sisted and met Ataturk's able
successor Ismel Inonu, then in

the opposition). Following the

coup Prime Minister Adnan
Menderes and two of his col-
leagues were hanged. In 1971,
the Army. egged on by the junior
officers and pressurised by
some senior commanders,
forced Prime Minister Suley-
man Demirel to resign for his
government's failure to carry
out reforms, and in order to

"control the left and right divi-

sions plus the ensuing violence.
A national Govt was formed. By
the time the Army was forced to
intervene the last time in 1980,
the country was at the edge of a
cliff, more than 1200 people

had been killed in left right vio-
lence, in the previous seven
months, with scores of people
being killed every day. The
politicians had refused to form
a national government and had
literally abdicated their re-
sponsihilit},r by refusing to even
elect a President of the Republic
for months. Many people in
Turkey joke that with the secu-
larising and stabilising pres-
ence of the Army. the politi-
cians can play havoc with the
country with the Army there to
clean up the mess.

The National Security
Council was first put in the
Turkish Constitution after the
1960 coup to give an institu-
tionalised voice to the Armed
Forces, and was approved in a
referendum. It was not intro-
duced through a decree. It was
the NSC which had asked PM
Demirel to resign in 1971. And
in 1980 had sent him and other
discredited political leaders
packing debarring them from
politics (almost all came back
by 1987, e.g.. Demirel became
Prime Minister in 1991 and has
been President since 1993,
Necemettin Erbakan is Prime
Minister, Bulent Ecevit is now
leader of opposition, etc). Tak-
ing into account every thing,
the general consensus is that
the Armed forces have inter-
fered only when things have
gone out of control in the Turk-
ish experiment in democracy
and after setting right the mess,
they have always gone back to
the barracks, they enjoy almost
total autonomy in their affairs
and even the Islamic PM Er-

bakan had to endure this yearly
annual cleansing by the Army,
which dismissed nearly 80 offi-
cers with religious tendencies
and proclivities. First Demirel
and then Turgut Ozal made sure
that the requirements of the
Armed Forces are met and their
wellbeing is sustained through
OYAK industries and other
measures. Since 1960 coup,
when the first ever civilian
President Celal Bayar was
ousted, in recent years only
President Demirel and his pre-
decessor Turgut Ozal {1989 to
1993) were not former Armed
Forces Communders. Thus es-
tablishing civilian ascendancy.
Turgut Ozal. the lirst one to do
so, did not accept the Army's
nomination of the CGS, who
later on resigned because of dif-
ferences with Ozal's policy on
the 1991 Gulf War. Ataturk
himself was followed by his
able successor. Ismet Inonu,
who insistently played by the
democratic rules and con-
tributed enormously in estab-
lishing the roots of democracy
in Turkey. Pakistan Army
might like to emulate the Turk-
ish Army by having one of its
own members elected as the
President after Laghari. And of
course there is the story of Isk-
ender Beg and Gen Ayub Khan.
Pakistanis may vehemently
deny it but the Indian (Hindu —
the word comes from river In-
dus = Sindhu) influence over it
is undeniable. Converts from
Hindu castes continue to marry
among themselves.*With an ag-
gressive Punjabi (néarly 60 per
cent of Pak population) per-

sonality. they believe they can
do anything better than the In-
dian Hindu even in having a
democracy. In 1976 Bhutto had
crowed over democracy in Pak-
istan, after Indira Gandhi had
imposed the Emergency. But
while Indira's democratic in-
stincts, apart from other rea-
sSONs, her go to the s in
1977 (which she lost), Bhutto's
feudal instincts of decidin
what is good for the riyaya 1
to massive rigging and his
hanging. This is an important
consideration in Pak's endeav-
our to bring back democrac
again and again. notwithstand-
ing the fact that the movement
for Pakistan and certainly the
leadership of Pakistan is not
based on grassroots. The feudal
landlords, bureaucrats, army
officers oligarchy remains the
ruling elite. Perhaps Nawaz
Sharif is one of the few to break
out from this mould, notwith-
stan his initial propping by
Zia ul Hagq. It is unlikely that a
Laloo Yadav, Mayawati. Bansi
Lal, or a Deve Gowda or Lal Ba-
hadur Shastri can rise to the
higher ranks of the ruling co-
terie in Pakistan. And certainly
religion is an important de-
termining factor.

So what ari has done is
to regularise the existing power

uation in Pakistan, based on
Islamic ethos, its fight for Pak-
istan originally abetted by the
British and consequential evo-
lution of politics based on feu-
dal and army interests. Democ-
racy has never been taken to the
very grassroots as in India or
even in Turkey. While Turkey

t Islamabad

and Pakistan'have close politi-
cal relations based on recipro-
cal support on Kashmir and
Cyprus, Turkish political lead-
ers have no illusions about the
quality of democracy in Pak-
istan. Turkish CGS General I H

Karadayi. the lirst Turkish CGS
to visit India a year ago., came
back vastly impressed by the
civilian and military institu-
tions and the harmonious rela-
tionship between them. During
the last 50 years, the three -
ods of military rule in ;
direct and indirect, have
amounted to a few years only,
time required to restore ﬁ]_::at:e
get a new Constitution framed
and put to referendum. In Pak-
istan the military has ruled di-
rectly for half the time since its
independence and normally
has an important say in the
formation and dismissal of the
govis of Pakistan in recent
years. The Turks are moving
away from militmg influence.
The election of the last two
civilian Presidents and letting
a religious party lead the coali-
tion govt, which goes against
the secular grains of the ed
Forces, are concrete develop-
ments in that direction,
whereas Pakistan President's
arbitrary decree formalises the
de facto say of the Armed Forces
in the running of the country,
in the fond hope that an arbi-
trary Sword of Democles might
become a partner. While insti-
tutionalising the role of the
Armed Forces might tame the
runaway corruption of the
politicians (in India the Judi-
ciary has rightly taken up that
rﬂ?gitmi t also freeze the ex-:
isting oligarchy with the
havenots never ever having a
chance of finding a say in deci-
sion making. — Mandira

The writer is a retired Indian
Ambassador to Turkey.
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Bad News

Sir., READ THE LABEL. Pre-
liminary regurts may have
identified a Potential Carcino-
gen: Methyl chloro iso thia
zolinone, a preservative founc
in shampoos, conditions and
lotions..

Source; Environment and
Molecular Mutagenesis.

Dr Rumy Tabrez Hyder
222-KA Malibagh, Dhaka-1217

US veto

Sir, Your editorial comment
on US Veto of the European
Community resolution regard-
ing the Jewish settlement in oc-
cupied East Jerusalem has once
again exposed the real of US
and its intention in the middle
East.

The peace process in fact it is
process of gradual capitulation
and consolidation of the Jewish
or rather the Zionist entity. The
Zionists are fully aware of the
fact that their existence sur-
rounded by Arab neighbours is
at peril because the ever in-

——
-

creasing Arab population shall
ultimately engulf the Jewish
population and eventually the
Zionist entity shall face a dis-
astrous end. This artificially
created Zionist state and re-set-
tlement of the Jews from Europe
and other parts of the World. As
there is practically no

. conversion into Jewish faith

and hence there is no scope for
dramatic rise in the Jewish
population not even in near fu-
ture, the scattered Jewish set-
tlements shall not consolidate
the occupation.

It is the American Jews that
bear the burden of rationalising
the Jewish people of Israel to
understand the dire need to un-
derstand the basic fact behind
the peace process which is
crumbling fast.

The Jews must realise that
all out Arab offensive against
Israel may pave the way for
eventual d);ammgratinn of Jew-
ish state.

The realistic and construc-
tive approach shall be to get

with the peace process in-
stead of trying to sabotage it as

it is atleast keeping both the
sides in communication with
each other instead of indulging
in war of works.

The Israel must come in
terms with basic realities of the
issue as the Arabs are more or
less ready to recognise the Jew-
ish entity.

Al-Haj S M Khalid Chowdhury
Dhaka.

Iftar parties, Fitra
and Zakat

Sir, Every year in the month
of Ramazan, especially during
last 10 days of the month, some
of our ministers and leaders of
both ruling and opposition par-
ties hold Iftar parties one after
another, invite rich and afflu-
enit, bureaucrats, businessmen
and industrialists, and foreign
diplomats and entertain them
with delicious food.

We wonder where from do
they get such huge amount of
money for entertainment when
we are one of the poorest coun-

tries in the world and our per
capita income is one of the low-
est. We are also surprised what

religious or humanitarian pur-

pose does it serve except making
a gaudy and pretentious show
for the personal interest of
some political leaders.

In the month of Ramazan we
also see the palpable condition
of hundreds of rural poor and
destitute men, women and chil-
dren rnaminﬁ around the
streets of Dhaka collecting
alms, fitra and zakat for their
livelihood. Don't these (needy)
people deserve their rightful fi-

tra and zakat more than our
prodigal spendings on I[ftar
parties?

We would humbly request
our leaders of both ruling and
opposition parties to do away
with the colossal and wanton
expenditures on lavish Iftar
parties, donate the money to the
needy, poor and destitute men.
women and children on reli-
gious and humanitarian

ounds and seek and earn the
lessings from the Almighty for

-

the welfare of the country and
the people. )

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wari. Dhaka-1203.

Of words and dictions

Sir, Things sometimes seem
unpleasant to us while we just
go on observing minutest detail
use of 'words' and ‘dictions.’ Ac-
tually. we are surprised at the
malapropisms and mispro-
nunciations of words which
sometimes provoke laughter
from different perspectives.
Now let me take into considera-
tion a few of those mispro-
nounced words and the ways
they are wrongly used to make a
sense and our conversations get
confused and puzzling. After
hﬂw'ng received a bill of fare in
one of the pastry shops I simply
laughed where espresso was
written mistakably as expres-
s0. It doesn't cease here! A re-
dundancy is noticeable at the
addition of coffee with the ‘e-

spresso.’ Even on BTV an well-
known presenter was seen in a
magazine programme conduct-
ing a quiz session by wrongly
uttering 'abbreviation’' in place
of 'elaboration’ to an abbrevi-
ated name to the spectators be-
fore him. The situation in some
places turns a somersault when
a spruce salone puts 'hair cut-
tin%; instead of 'heir dressing
or 'hair clipping’ on to its siﬁn
board. And many of us have the
tendency to mispronounce
some of the very common and
day-to-day words. We often re-
fer this type of mispronuncia-
tions as ‘popular mistake and

shirk this off. But in case of
continuing such trends without
any correction these will surely
cast an imprint upon the read-
ers and learners. A good dictio-
nary can guide a learner to
mend such errors. to be certain
and effective with words and
dictions.

Asif
De'pt of English CU



