First Hajj
flight
leaves

The first Hajj flight of
Bangladesh Biman carrying
301 pilgrims left Dhaka yester-
day afternoon for Jeddah. re-
ports BSS

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina bade farewel to the pil-
grims at the Zia International
Airport. She also IHg).&lﬂ'ti{fi[::t::lman:i
in a munajat offered for the safe
journey of the pilgrims and
their return. =

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Moulana Nuru] Islam,
who led the munajat, also
sought divine blessings for the
peace, progress and prosperity
of the country and welfare of
thé ple.

he Prime Minister went in-

side the cabin and talked to the

ilgrims and enquired about
heir welfare.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
this year will carry a total of
16,500 pilgrims. includin
9,000 ballotees, to Jeddah in 5
flights. The last flight leaves
here on April 11.

Demirel to visit
Bangladesh
March 25-27

President Suleyman
Demirel of Turkey will visit
Bangladesh March 25-27 at the
invitation of President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed, said an offi-
cial announcement yesterday,
reports UNB.

Demirel will attend the sil-
ver jubilee celebration of
Bangladesh's independence on
March 26.

During his visit official
talks will held to discuss and
review the bilateral issues and
regional and international
matters of common concemn.

President Demirel, who will

be accompanied by a 120-mem-

ber delegation comprising
ministers, senior officials and
business personalities. will
alse visit Chittagong.

He will leave Bangladesh on
March 27.

Emeka Anyaku
“due-Mar 20

Cnmmnnwl:alth Secretary
General Emeka Anyaku will
arrive in Dhaka on March 20
on a three-day visit, Foreign

Ministry sources said, reports
BSS. .

During his visit, he will call
on the President and the Prime
Minister. He is also expected to
meet the foreign minister, the
Speaker and the Finance Min-
ister.

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary General will also visit
some rural projects of the
country.

BNP demonstration
‘Wednesday

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will demonstrate in
the city on Wednesday protest-
ing the government's alleged
move to give India a corridor in
the name of transit, import of
electricity from that country
and forming a sub regional
grouping. reports UNB.

It will bring out a procession
and hold a rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club at 3:30 pm on
the day.
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Permanent sharing of|

Teesta waters to be
discussed next month

Bangladesh and India will
discuss a permanent arrange-
ment for sharing the Teesta
waters at the meeting of the re-
activated Bangladesh-India
Joint Rivers Commission (JRC)
due to be held in Dhaka in the
first week of April, sources con-
cerned said.

Besides reviewing the

ess of the Ganges water ac-

. the JRC meeting will also
dlscuss flood management,
problems of cross-border
rivers, irrigation and water re-
lated issues. India and
Bangladesh share 54 common
rivers, of which accord on only
the Ganges was reached in De-
cember last.

This would be the 32nd meet-
ng of the JRC, a forum for con-
sultation on water issues be-
tween the two countries, consti-

By M Anwarul Haq

tuted in 1972, However, the JRC
has remained dormant for a
long time and this would be its
first meeting in seven years.
The last meet was held in June
1990 in Dhaka.

The decision to reactivate
the JRC was announced after
the official talks between
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Shei Hasina and her Indian
counterpart H D Deve Gowda in
Dhaka on January 6.

Indian Minister for Water
Resources Janeshwar Mishra
and his Bangladesh counterpart
Abdur Razzak will co-chair the
nieeting, the exact date of which
is expected to be announced by
Dhaka and Delhi sometime this
week.

The meeting will be attended
by permanent members of the
JRC from the two sides, water

experts and representatives of
water resources and foreign
ministries of the two countries.

The talks on finding a per-
manent water sharing formula
for the Teesta river would be
very crucial against the back-
drop of both countries having
constructed barrages on the
river.

B adesh had taken up the
Teesta Barrage project in 1979
and completed it in 1989. The
project was implemented at a
cost of Tk 15,000 crore, almost
entirely without donor support.
However assistance of 30 mil-
lion dollars from the Saudi
Fund for Development and 10
million dollars from Islaniic
Development Bank were: re-
ceived,

The 4,500 km long canal

See Page 12 Col 4

Businessman
'falls' from
11th floor
office, dies

By Staff Correspondent

A businessman died after
reportedly falling from his of-
fice on the 11lth floor of the
Scout Bhaban at Kakrail in the
city yesterday.

Md Anwar Yusuf, 50, Direc-
tor of Erba Ltd, was fatally in-
jured when he allegedly fell
from a toilet of his office at
about 10:45 am. He succumbed
to the injuries on ‘way to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH).

The reason behind the re-
ported fall and other details
could not be known immedi-
ately. Police said that an un-
natural death case had been
filed with Motijheel thana

BSS adds: Relatives of the
deceased alleged that Anwar
Yusut, a leader of Bangladesh
Awami League and member of
Lthe convening committee of
Kushtia district Awami League,
might have been killed by mis-
creants by pushing him out of
the bathroom.

@The Daily Star
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Body to probe collapse of towers

Power supply in 37
districts likely to
be restored today

Star Report

Power Supply in 37 northern
and southern districts of the
country may be restored this
evening, according to sources in
the Power Development Board
(PDB).

A team of PDB engineers and
officials headed by its chair-
man is working round the clock
in Pabna to restore power sup-
ply in the districts.the sources
said.

Power supply to the northern
and southern districts snapped
as two grid towers on the 232 KV
East-West Interconnector Po-
wer Transmission Line "mys-
teriously” collapsed at Mali-
gat:fllha in Pabna district Friday
night

The g government is suspect-
ing that 'anti-state elements’

might have been involved in the
collapse of the towers which
weigh no less than 22 tons each,
the sources said.

Meanwhile, a four-member
committee has been formed Lo
probe the collapse of the towers.
an official handout said.

The committee will see
whether the collapse of the two
towers was an act of sabotage by
any individual or group, the
handout said.

When the grid towers had
collapsed Friday night, the to-
tal power supply system in the
northern and southern regions
had collapsed. Attempts were
marcle to restore the power on
temporary basis but those
failed.
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The Amar bkuhhey Buuk Fair hﬁmg held at the Bangla Ar.:&dem? premises ends today.
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Questmn paper leakage: 2 held

Tk 2.5 lakh award

announced for
information

By Staff Correspondent

The five education boards in
the country have announced an
award money of Tk 250,000 for
"definitive information” re-
garding leakage of SSC ques-
tion papers, a highly placed
source in the ministry of educa-
tdiun told The Daily Star yester-

ay.

The education boards will
contribute equally to pool the
amount.

Any person having any in-
formation regarding leakage of
t;“u:sLthn p?im'r : t:nf?itac} eu-t

€r Ce Or € 0lI1C1als O
the bl:)vasz::l the source said.

Education Secretary Abdul-
lah Haroon Pasha, talking to
The Daily Star. reaffirmed yes-
terday that all the remaining
examinations would be held as
per the schedule.

He. however, said that the
date of the postponed English
second paper mminaﬂnn was
yet to be finalised. Regarding
the reported leakage of Mathe-
matics question paper. he said
that the authorities concerned
were yel to confirm the allega-
tions.

The ministry of education
held a meeting with senior offi-
cials of all the five education
boards yesterday.

Two persons have so far been
arres . one from U r un-
der Barisal district and the

other from Uttara in Dhaka
city in connection with the
leakage of question papers. po-
lice sources said.

UNB quoting Lalbagh police
said Shahjahan. a private tutor,

was arrested Friday night from
Uttara following a case filed
with Lalbagh thana by the

Dhaka Education Board.

Littara police told UNB that a
case was liled against the ar-
rested person under Article 4 of
the Public Examinations Ordi-
nance 1980 and Article 3 of the
amnended Ordinance 1992

Police, who continued a
massive hunt to track down the
racket. however. could not re-
cover any question paper from
the possession of the arrested
tutor.

A press release issued by the
Forum of Conscious Teachers
and Guardians, yesterday de-
manded immediate arrest ol
those involved in leakage ol
question papers and exemplary
punishnient to them.

Press Note

Steps to identify
‘culprits’ involved

A Press-Note issued lasl
ni ht said the government had

en following steps to deal
with the situation arising out of
the question paper leakage:

An enquiry Committee
formed by Chittagong Depuly
Commissioner to identily ihe

people involved in leaking
question of English second pa-
per (objective) before scheduled
time at a centre under Chit-
tagong Education Board.

Dhaka Education Board also
constituted a three-member

probe body to inquire into the
question leakage.
Education Ministry has ad-
vised all deputy commissioners
2ee Page 12 Col 6

| Housewife beaten

. — Star photo

to death in
. .
N’gan
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 16: A
housewife was reportedly
beaten to death by her husband
at Fatulla here last night, said
police.

According to police, one
Abul Kalam of Pagla under
Fatulla thana beat up his wite,
Feroza Begum, yesterday fol-
lowing an altercation over
some money. Feroza, mother of
two children. died on the spot,
police said.

A case was lodged with Fat-
ulla thana.

|2 Bangladeshis
among 37 held
in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR. Mar 16:}
Malaysian authorities arrested .
including a 'l
Colombian believed to be Lhe !

37 foreigners,

in a
LI -

owner of a restaurant
trackdown on illegal

grants, reports said on Satur-

clay. reports AFF.

During checks at a restau-
.1l near here late Friday. en-
lorcement personnel detained

19 loreigners — 1 2
Helllg]adeshis, three Myanmar
citizens, three Pakistanis and a
Colombian — Bernama news
agency reported

Trinidad Test

India 219/2

at lunch
Sports Reporter

India were 219 tor two luneh
or the third day ol the seconwd

Test against West Indies at the |

Queen's Park Oval in Trinidad.
according to Star Sports motd-

| tored in Dhaka last night.

CHITTAGONG. Mar 16:
Stalemate at the Chitta ong

port caused by the port 5
strike continued today despite
an t between au-

thority and CBA leaders last
night, official sources said.
As per agreement the port

workers were sup to returmn
to their duties after 10 pm last
night

But the wwli:crs declined to
resume car andl ra-
tions until th: remov Uﬁ :Pe
vate equipment from the port
jetties. the sources added.

A private or sation, QC
Shipping., after taking

permission from the aut i-
ties., took two forklifis inside

From Staff Correspondent

the port at 2 pm yesterday that
prompted the collective bar-
gaining agent (CBA) of port
workers to go for a wildcat
strike. port officials said.

The port authority held a
meeting with CBA leaders last
night. € meeting decided to
postpone the strike as well as
the order issued for using pri-
vale equipment until the hold-

ing of an open meeting in the
prucncc of the minister for
port and shipping.

But the rt workers later
demanded the removal of the
private equipment from the

m::m:u As a result, cargo
ld not be resumed,

Ctg port workers continue
S

e despite agreement

officials said.

Meanwhile, the port authaor-
ity at noon today held another
round of meeting with CBA
leaders to end the impasse. But
it ended inconclusively.

Port sources said the owner
ol the shipping agency whas
asked by the authorities to pe-
move the equipment from
premises. But the owner of the
shipping agency declined to re-
move the equipment leading to
the stalemate,

Due to the ongoing stale-
mate. around 30 vessels both at
the port jetties and outer an-
chorage remain stranded. the
porl sources said.

] i .
o

i

| They

TE 5.5cr books

sold, fair
ends today

By Staft Correspondent

Publishers and sellers at the
Amar Ekushey Grantha Mela at
the Bangla Academy premises
did a ‘'moderate business’' by
selling books worth about Tk
5.50 crore.

A total of more than 400
book stalls were sel up at the
fair which opened on February
18 and ends today. Some 100
publishers set up the stalls to
sell 500 new books.

The total sale should not be
less than Tk 5.50 crore consid-
ering the big stlalls sold books
worth Tk 5.000 and small ones
Tk 3.000 a day. said officials of
the Bangla Academy. The figure
wils supported by Milan Nath,
Secretary General of the Book
Fair Comunittee.

Anupam Publisher owned by
Nath sold hooks worthi about Tk
two lakh Other publishers like

Abnormal power failure
due to sabotage: PM

Prime « Ministér Sheikh
Hasina yesterday alleged a
vested quarter was carrying outl
sabotage to disrupt normal
public life and urged the people
to be on the alert against such
acts, reports UNB.

"We are trying to find out
what is happening where." she
said with particular reference
to an abnormal power failure
that hit hard life. and busi-
nesses across the country.

Addressing a discussion
meeting at the Institution of
Engineers the Prime Minister
made an appeal to the people to
exercise austerity in using
power and water before having
a permanent solution of the
present crisis.

She said the previous gov-
ernment claimed that it had
spent Tk 7,900 crore in the
power sector. If so, where that
money had gone, why the people
are suffering from power crisis.

See Page: 12 L0l 3 g B et

after losing power,”

They have played ducks and
drakes with public money in
the name of generating power.
said Hasina alleging that a
group had indulged in the acts
of sabotage to enhance suffer-
ings of the people.

The Prime Minister said her
party had introduced govern-
ment of national consensus and
invited all to join the govern-
ment.

"We want cooperation from
all but the acts of sabotage are
going on." '

"They have indulged in the
acts of sabotage being frustrated
Sheikh
Hasina said, without naming
her opponents. |

Referring to the recent ter-
rorist acts at Dhaka University,
the Prime Minister said when
the government was trying hard
lo eradicale terrorism. a situa-
tion had been created to disrupt
peace ow the canmipus.

~BeePage 12°Cdlra”’

to close all unauthorised

entrances, issue spl ID cards

All unauthorised passages
through which armed outsiders
enter the Dhaka University
campus will be permanently
closed.

Besides, all the students ol
the university will be given
laminated identity cards so
that the outsiders could notl
collect false identity cards.

These decisions were taken
at an emergency meeting of the
Dhaka University Syndicate
held yesterday with Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Abul Kalam Azad
Chowdhury in the chair.

Restrictions will be imposed
on the public buses, trucks and
other vehicles plying through
the university areas.

The Syndicate members will
meet the Home Minister and the
Education Minister to discuss
how the police could be effec
tively used on the campus.

Meanwhile. two new mem-
bers have been included in the
committee formed to investi
gate the recent incident in

which one siudent was killed
and several others were injured.
are : Prof ATM Zahurul
Haq and Prof Dr Khondkar Ba-
zlul Haq.

A meeting of the Dhaka
University Paribesh Parishad
was also held yesterday The
Vice Chancellor was in the
chair.

The leaders ol Lhe
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) the Bangladesh Chhatra
Union. the Bangladesh Chhatra
Maitri. the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (JSD), and the Samaj
tantrik  Chhatra Oikya at
tended the meeting.

The Jatiaytabadi Chhaltra
Dal (JCD) did not attend.

The meeting decided that

Mir Shawkat,
Sadeq granted
ad-interim bail

The High Court yesterday is-
sucd rule upon the government
to show cause within 12 weeks
as to why the accused Lt Gen
[retd) Mir Shawkat Ali and
Sadek Hossain Khoka shall not
be enlarged on antirtratnr:,r hail
in a case liled with Ramna
Thana last year, rell.‘mrts BSS.

A division bench comprising
Justice Mahmudul Amin
Chowdhury and Justice Shah

Abu Nayeem Mominur Rahman
directed the police not to arrest
Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Ali

and Sadek Hossain till the dis-

posal of the rule.

Mir Shawkat Ali and Sadek
Hossain filed an application for
anticipatory bail fore the
High Court Division and the
same was moved by Barrister

The case in brief is that Sub-
Inspector Md Khairul Islam
lodged an FIR with Ramna po-

See Page 12 Col 2

By DU Corresponderit

students lound involved in ler
rorist activities on the campus
wotild be expelled rom the uni-
versity and their educational
certificates would be cancelled.

The height of the boundary
walls around the residential
halls will be raised so that the
armed men could not go out af-
ter committing any crime in-
side the hall.

From now on, the keys to the
gates of the residential halls
will be kept with hall authori-
ties so that the police could en-
ter a hall at any time they want,
the VC told the meeting.

Defending the police pres-
ence on the campus, the VC said,
the strength of the police now
deployed in the varsity area was
not enough.

o e
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Anniverry of
Bangabandhu's
birth today

By Staff Correspondent

The 77th birth anniversary
ol Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man will be observed in the
courntry today.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
architect of the nation's inde-
pendence, was born this day in
1920 in Tungipara in Gopal-
ganj,

The government has taken
up various programmes to ob-
serve the day., which has also
been declared this year as Na-

See Page 12 Col 1

BNP programmes
to celebrate
Independence Day

Main opposition BNP has
drawn up week-long pro-
grammes to celebrate the Inde-
pendence Day on March 26, re-
ports UNBE.

The programmes were fi-
nalised at a party meeting yes-
terday with Mir Shawkat Ali in
the chair.

Party Chairperson and
Leader of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia will attend the in-
augural lunction to be organ-
i1sed by city BNP at Ramna
Green on March 20.

March 21 — Jatiyatabadi
Muktijeddha Dal will organise
a discussion on 1ndependenfe
movement and liberation war.

March 22 — Zia Parishad
will hold a seminar on "pro-
claimer of independence and
Shaheed Zia.'

March 23 — Jatiyatabadi
Jubo Dal will organised a dis-
cussion on "independence and
today’s Bangladtsh 2

hadhi -
Sechchhase ak Dal will hold
discussion on “"democracy

killing day."
March 25 — Jatiyatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha

See Page 12 col 5

Bhaberpara Mouza
renamed
Mujibnagar Mouza

The government has decided
to rename the Bhaberpara
Mouza in Meherpur district Mu-
jibnagar Mouza, reporis UNB.

" The formal announcement
in this regard will be given at a
rallv when the 'Sikha Chiran-
tan' will reach there on

Wednesday.
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