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Introduction:

1. Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR), a paramilitary
force which has been
playing a significant
role by protecting long
4427 kilometre border
since the very inception
of independence. In
addition to protecting
border and performing
anti. smuggling duties
this force s also
entrusted with the
responsibilities of in-
ternal security duties.
Besides these, very often
Bangladesh Rifles has to
render its services (o
civil administration for
relief duties during
flood, cyclone etc. Over
and above, a bulk of
BDR forces are emplo-
yed for combating
insurgents in CHTs
along with Bangladesh
Army.

2. The task of
Bangladesh Rifles is
quite tough, challenging
and very risky as well.
The enfolding saga of
Rifles history is replete
with countless adven-
oft extreme
gourage. In 1795’ the,
pioneers organised and
raised the Ramgarh
Local Battalion in
Chittagong Hi'i Tracts.
During the »ast 200
years, name of this or-
ganisation has changed
number of times. The
East Pakistan Rifles
Y558 10 3871°0his Torce
contributed gloriously
in the liberation war of
Bangladesh. We take
this opportunity to pay
homage to the 819
Riflemen who laid down
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pendence. The organi-
sation is proud of its
worthy soldiers who
won 141 gallantry
awards, in-cluding two
Bir Shresthas. After
liberation, the East
Pakistan Rifles was
renamed as Bangladesh
Rifles in 1972.
Operational Roles of
h Rifles

3. Bangladesh Rifles
personnel are mostly
employed for border
protection on strict 24
hours vigilance. Beside,
this. during the last one
year this force carried
out different operations
related to internal
security and border
protection. From these
some of the important
activities are appended
Ez:l?‘fiﬂnnienury Elec-
tion 96. A large number
of Bangladesh Rifles
personnel made their
contribution in the
form of maintenance of
law and order situation
during the last year's
parliamentary elections
and bye election's at 120
bordering police sta-
tions, 6 divisional town
areas and 4 metro-
politan cities. Due to
their sincere efforts and
dedication along with
other govern nent agen-
cies holding of free, fair
and impartial elections
could be ensured.

b. Internal Security
Duty. Bangladesh Rifles
has carried out internal

secu fity duties success-

- border protection.

“to

"d. Angorputa
gram. - Tin

¥

&"

i
[ L

--|Ir‘le

R [l

f,
L)

iR W)

]

[}
LY

4
. )

ik

Special Supplement

fuly in the form of
maintenance of law and
order situation in 1996,
apart from its main
operational role of

c. Border Protection.
Besides, protecting the
international border
one of the major role of
BDR is to ensure safety
the men and
materials living in the
bordering areas. They
were always vigilant on
the international bor-
der e€nsuring national
sovereignty and security
to the people living in
the border area. This
force has successfully
and effectively
with number of border
disputes at places like
Muhurir Char, Khow-
aichar, Tin Bigha Cor-
ridor, Tamabil, Akha-
ura elc. resisted the
women and children
trafficking, arrested
persons with illegal
arms and substantially
contributed in the

refugees. .. .. ...

Bigha
Corridor is the only
means of commu-
nication with the main
land fo: the inhabitants
living in Angorputa
Dahagram enclave. It
was also difficult for the

dealt

qun-

-repatriation of Rohinga

Bangladeshi inhabi-
tants of the area to
travel to the main land
of Bangladesh [requ-
ently. It was also
difficult to protect the
inhabitants of Angor-
puta Dahagram from

.theft, docoity and
border problems. But
recently the problem

was solved, by establi-
shing camp/ check post
on the either side of the
fRRaBtants ot the
enclave can use the
corridors at anytime on
emergency.

e. Bangladesh-Myan-
mar Border Demar-
cation. The position of
seven border pillars
between Bangladesh and
Myanmar were jointly
surveyed by the mem-
bers of the two
countries. The survey
was carried out in an
inaccessible hilly ter-
rain with an active help
and co-operation of BDR
per sonnels. Necessary
steps  have also been

,taken to remove -the

‘land mines in 'the aréa.
' * ')goods (without -

The mine sweeping is
expectec to start within
a short time.
Anti-Smuggling Ac:u.-
vities.
-4. Smuggling is a curse
in a country
Bangladesh. It directly
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or indirectly affects the

.~ country's socio-econo-

mic structure. Smu-
ggling is not a new
progblem for this
country. This illegal
practice dates back to
post Second World War
time in British India.
grew gradually in
erstwhile Pakistan.
After the independence
Bangladesh could not
shake itself off from
this curse. Smuggling
not only damages
‘national economy but
also hinders industrial
development in the

country.
a. Seizure Statement. In

different anti-smugg- |

ling operations carried
out by this force during
Ol January 96 to 31
December 96, various
contra band items were
seized which includes
illegal arms, gold, drugs
etc. Trafficking
women and children
were also checked

considerably. Detail of

seizure statement are as

follows: ©~ i
1: Value of seizéd
owner)-TK. 95‘13,94.575'/-

2. Value of
seized

. goods (with

owner)-Tk. 26,32,73,196/-
3. Total

value of seized

goods- Tk. 121,46,67,711/
4. Number

of cases filed- 29529
5. Number
of accused
arrested - 1918

b. Recovery of Women
and Children from
Traffickers. 16 women
and children were
recovered from the
hands of traffickers,
and 16 traffickers were
arrested by the BDR
personnel during last
year.

c. Recovery of illegal

Arms/Ammunition.
Bangladesh Rifles reco-
vered the following
illegal arms and
ammunition from O]l
January 96 to 3l
December 96.

1. Pistol- 10
2. Rovolver- 17
3. Pipegun- o2
4. Barrel of pipegun- 6
5. Various types of Rifles- 06
6. Ammunition- 97

7. No of accused- 35
4. Intoxicants. Bang-
ladesh Rifles recovered
the following into-
xicants from various
parts of the country and
bordering areas cove-
ring the period from

January 96 to December

96.
1. Heroin- 3.556 Kg
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5. Transborder move-
ment of smuggled good

of

Last Year's Activities of Bangladesh Rifles||
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not only denrives the
government from the
revenue earning but also
adversely affects the
national economy. With
passage of time the
method and technique
of smuggling is chan-
ging making the anti-
smuggling task more
and more difficult for
BDR. Besides, there are
lot of constraints of this

organisation. With all.g

these obstacles the
soldiers of BDR u'l\
relentlessly trying (.
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check this illegal trade
as far as
soldiers of ‘Bangladesh
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Rifles are determined to
protect the borders of
the country at all cost.

ssible. The
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