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In the gloom of the present
lacklustre city's transport sce-
nario., some silver linings may
be noted. It was a welcoimne piece
of news that the government
has already decided to recast
the city's transport system in
the light of the needs ol the

ople. The governiment is set (o
m?ate A g11.1'.1,? million US
dollar Dhaka Urban Transport
Project (DUTP) to improve the
city's communication network
with funding from the World
Bank. The project has both a
short-term and a long-term ob-
jectives.

At the moment, we are more
interested in the short-term
objectives which seek to
streamline the mass transport
facilities with particular em-

hasis on increasing the num-

r of private secior buses. We
should keep in view that by the
turn of the century. Dhaka will
become a megasity when the
transport system will have to
handle a far greater number ot
commuters.

When the present disarray in
our transport system is some-
what different in nature because
of the overwhelming presence
of rickshaws, other Asian cities
like Bangkok, Manila. Hong
Kong are also [lacing
tremendous ' congestion
problems which they are tryin
to grapple in their individua
ways. In order to ease traffic
congestion in Dhaka, which is
going from bad to worse as Lhe
number of both commuters and
the vehicles on city roads is in-
creasing day by day. the gov-
ernment has lately issued direc-
tives to draw up a plan on pri-
ority basis to construct ring
roads and circular railways to
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Hopes for Improved
Transport System

By AS M Nurunnabi

‘lessen the pressure. In many big

cities in IEE world, ring roads
have been constructed to ac-
commodate the large number of
heavy vehicles like lorries and
buses.

The traflic situation in the
city may improve when a ring
road is constructed around it
only because there will be fewer
vehicles on the main thorough-
fares. Introduction of circular
trains will enable the com-
muters to enjoy greater mobil-
ity in comfort from one place to
another. Moreover. there is also
urgency to implement the long-
pending proposal for introduc-
ing more double-deckers which
can comiortably carry 100 pas-
sengers at a time. The policy
adopted by the BRTC since 1993
for leasing out double-deckers,
at present 47 in number. to the
private sector which is reported
to have been working well. may
he considered for expansion
with the proposed induction of
200 double-deckers. All these
factors will help in easing the
chronic problem of traffic con-
gestion.

A project preparatory mis-
sion of the World Bank that
visited Dhaka last year made
observation. among other
things. that rickshaws have
been a major factor discourag-
ing private bus operators to in-
virst 1N prentum services in city
routes. Besides. low or no-protit
inn a dictated tarill environment
is identified as a principal
cause for the absence of quaj]it}r
transport in Dhaka city. The
mission recommended a pilot
scheme for some premium ser-
vice bus routes — such as Ut-
tara-Farm Gate-Shahbagh-
Motijheel. Mirpur Section 10 to
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Motijheel via Bijoy Swarani,
Uttara-Mahakhali-Maghbazar,
Gabtoli-New Market-Shah-
bagh-Motijheel. The premium
bus service in the private sector
from Uttara to Motijheel via
Farm Gate and Shahbagh has
already been in operation since
December last is a welcome be-
ginning, although the limited
number of such AC coaches op-
erating on this route coupled
with the non-queue habit uFthe
waiting passen; ~rs at the speci-
fied bus stops ‘reate some ob-
stacles, especially for the ladies
and elderly people. Anyway, op-
eration of the premium bus
service is just a drop in the
ocean ol overwhelming trans-
port needs ol fair standard for
most of the commuters. As
such, opening of other premium
routes as proposed with a sense
of urgency is a crying need.

While the absence of regular
taxi service is one of the drav -
backs of a modern city's trans-
port system, we find no dearth
of advertisements all over the
city to attract rent-a-car busi-
ness. Most of the time of the
day. we find long rows of such
transports, particularly on the
northern side of the North-
South Road beside the
Bangladesh Secretariat, and on
the Panthapath Road waiting
for the passengers. However, it
is felt that if such transports
could be operated as taxis with
metres, they m .y easily attract
those who tuin to autorick-
shaws.

The bouttom line is that all
these factors may play a helpful
role in mitigating the suffering
ol the city's commuters by im-
proving its transport system.
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Mother Teresa (R) and sister Nirmala greet people
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despite handing over the reins to her 63-year-old successor.

at the Missionaries of

.f.llha;t-.}r
quarters in Calcutta yesterday. Sister Nirmala was elected to replace Mother Teresa on
Thursday, but the 86-year-old Mother Teresa said retirement was out of the question

— AFP/UNB photo

Delhi's direct rule
in UP extended

NEW DELHI, Mar 14: Hindu
nationalists suffered a rebulf
today when the Indian parlia-
ment voted to extend New Del-
hi's direct rule over the most
populous state, Uttar Pradesh.
reports AFF.

Angry members of the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) walked out of the
. Lok Sabha, the lower house,
shortly before a vote on the con-
troversial subject.

"We cannot be a party to such
an action,” BJFP veteran
Jaswant Singh said. "It is polit-
ically dishonest, constitution-
ally suspect and unwise."

But the treasury benches and
other parties in the Lok Sabha

approved the motion, put to
vote by Speaker PA Sangma, ex-
tending New Delhi's direct rule
over Uttar Pradesh by another
six months.

The motion will now go to
the upper house, the Rajya
Sabha, and later to President
Shankar Dayal Sharma for ap-
proval. However a motion
passed by the lower house is
rarely tumed down by the upper
house or the President.

Uttar Pradesh, a sprawling
northern state of 140 million
people, was put under federal
rule in October after elections

left a hung legislature, as no one
party had enough seats to form
a government.

Federal rule was to expire on
April 17, and the BJP, India's
main opposition party, has
been pressing New Delhi not to
extend it and instead give it the
chance of forming a govern-
ment.

The BJP had topped the Ut-
tar Pradesh ballot as the single
largest party, although it failed
to win an outright majority and
the rival mainstream parties
refused to help it form a coali-
tion.

Woman robbed of
gold chain

Muggers snatched a gold
chain from the wite of a teacher
of Dhaka University from near
the Rajarbagh Police Lines in
the city last night, reports B55.

The victim, Minara Sid-
dique, alleged that a group of
muggers snatched the ornament
at about 10:30 pm when she
along with her husband was re-
turning to their Dhanmondi
residence by a rickshaw after
attending a marriage ceremony
at Basabo.
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Racketeer held
in City
A racketeer was caught red-
handed from a housing com-
pany at Mirpur Section-1 in
Dhaka yesterday, police said,
reports UNB.

The racketeer identified
himself as Mamunur Rashid.

He was handed over to police by
some officials of the housing
society, Basati Property Devel-
opment Ltd.

The managing director of the
housing society, Makbul Ah-
med, received a phone-call at 8
am from a Fn:raun who identi-
fied himselt as a deputy tax
commissioner. The caller di-
rected Makbul to hand over two
bags of rice and some cash to
his representative named Ma-
ITILATL.

Accordingly, Mamun rea-
ched the spot at 10 am, met the
managing director and re-
quested him to hand over the
said amount of rice and money.

At one stage, Mamun admit-
ted that he and the phone-caller
are the members of an organ-
ised group involved in racke-
teering in the city. Later, he was
handed over to Mirpur police.

Doctor murder

From Page 1

their involvement in the Kki-
lling. police added.

Dr Hafizur Rahman was
gunned down allegedly by an
unidentified gang in front of his
residence at Sanatangar in Zi-
gatola under Dhanmondi thana
on March 1.

Eight policemen of Hazarib-
agh police outpost under Dhan-
mondi thana were suspended
earlier for their alle negli-
gence to duty after the killing

| incident.

|
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| Exodus of scientists hits |

India's space agency

NEW DELHI. Mar 14: India's
premier national space agency
said today it was taking "correc-
tive steps” against an exodus of
scientists opting for the private
sector, reports AFP.

As many as 560 scientists
have left the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
since 1991 for jobs with private
firms, a parliamentary experts’
panel has reported.

The panel, which submitted
its report to parliament Thurs-
day. said most of those who left
were computer expertis and
added as many as 135 people
quit last year.

Electronics and telecommu-
nications experts have also left.

The exodus, the report said,
was a "fallout” of the sweeping
economic reforms in 1991,
which opened India's electron-
ics industry to private sector
participation.

"This flight of talents has
slowed down scheduled critical
work of the ISRO,” it said and
recommended higher salaries
to "arrest this trend.”

SSC invigilator
assaulted

CHANDPUR, Mar 14: An
SSC invigilator was assaulted
by some unruly youths while he
was returning home from Mat-
lab IB Pilot School centre on
the second day ol the SSC exam-
inations. reports UNB.

Witnesses said Mohammad
Shahjahan, the assistant tea-
cher of Dogorpur High School,
came under attack by some
examinees as he did not allow
them to adopt unfairmeans in
the examinations.

The injured invigilator, Mo-
hammad Shahjahan. was given
treatment at Matlab Thana He-
alth Complex. A case was filed.

Meanwhile, police arrested
three people in this connection.

4 JCD, one BCL
activists held
in Sirajgan)

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 14: Police
rounded up five people today for
their alleged involvement in
creating violence in the town,
reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off. police
conducted a drive at the SS road
and Fazlul Haque road and ar-
rested five men — four JCD and
one BCL activists.

The arrest was made in con-
nection with the clashes be-
tween Chhatra Dal and Chhatra
League at Sirajganj University
College on March 11 and 12, po-
lice said.

“Efshad geéts legal

notice from
Moudud

By Staff Correspondent

Moudud Ahmed, a former
vice president in Ershad regi-
me, who joined BNP a few
months back, has sent a legal
notice against former president
and Jatiya Party chiet HM Er-
shad for a 'defamatory’ state-
ment about him.

When asked, Moudud con-
firmed this and said that he was
yet to get a reply to his legal no-
tice. :

"What has been printed in
one of the Bangla dailies as part
of Ershad's speech is defama-
tory for me", Moudud said,
without elaborating.

Sources close to the JP chief
said that after receipt of the le-
gal notice, Ershad had sent a
reply. Ershad advised Moudud
to ask his conscience and re-
fresh his memory, sources
added.

A section of the press re-
cently reported. quoting Er-
shad, that an amount of Tk
200,000 was provided every
month to Moudud for legal aid
to party workers.

Ershad's statement, how-
ever, did not say for how lo
the money was provided an
where from did the money
come. | '

Shiite leader
shot dead
in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Mar 14:
Unidentified gunmen today
shot dead a leader of the Shiite
community in the southern
Punjab city of Okara, reports
AFP.

Ejaz Zaman Rizvi was killed
when three motorcyclists
opened fire with AK-47 assault
rifles on him while he was driv-
ing his car. police said.

The assailants fled after at-
tacking Rizvi, who was a mem-
ber of the provincial council of
Tehreek Jafria Pakistan (TJP).
a shiite extremist political

party.

Nor’ wester

From Page 1

UNB reports: A fire broke out
on an electric wire at Malibagh
crossing during the storm.

However, nobody was in-
jured as the fire was brought
under control soon after the in-
cident.

The fire originated from a
short-circuit, Fire Brigade
sources said.

Hailstorm lashes
Jhenidah

JHENIDAH, Mar 14: The
season's first hailstorm with
usty wind lashed the district
or about an hour tonight, re-
ports UNB.

The storm that began at 8:15
pm damaged standing Boro crop
on vast track of land, official
sources said.

A ISRO spokesman, mean-
while, admitted the trend had
affected the national space

cy. situated in the southern
city of Bangalore, hub of India's
space industry.

"It has definitely affected us,
but we have taken corrective
steps such as recruiting addi-
tional manpower,” the spokes-
man said.

"Once you know the trend
one can easily take such mea-
sures," the spokesman said and
added the exodus of 560 person-
nel was a small dent in ISRO's
workforce of 11,000 scientists
and technicians.

He said ISRO's main pro-
jects. to build a polar satellite
aunch vehicle (PSLV) and a
geo-stationary satellite launch
vehicle (GSLV). were still on
schedule.

One held with

arms 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Mar 14:
Boalkhali police arrested one
Seraj with one light gun and
two cartridges from his resi-
dence at west Godandi today,
district police said, reports
BSS.

Meanwhile, Chittagong
Metropolitan (CMP) Police ar-
rested 40 persons on various
charges from different parts of
the city during the last 24 hours
ending 7 am today, a CMP press
release said.

Of the arrested, seven per-
sons were held in regular ca
four as absconders and the rest
were rounded up in various
criminal acts, the press release
added

Bangabandhu
Shishu-Kishore
Mela programme
begins today

A three-day programme oOr-
anised by the Bangabandhu
hishu-Kishore Mela begins in

the city today on the occasion of
National Children's Day and
the 77th Birthday of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man on March 17, reports UNB.
The programme will be fea-
tured by discussion. children'’s
rally and cultural function.

Educationist Dr Neelima

Ibrahim will inaugurate the
programme at Bangladesh
Shishu Academy at 4 pm. For-

mer Chiel Justice Kemaluddin
Hossain will attend the inaugu-
ral function as chief guest and
Justice KM Sobhan as the key-
note speaker.

. .Dr Kamal says_
Govt has released

Ershad only to
ascend to power

MYMENSINGH, Mar 14:
Gano Forum President Dr Ka-
mal Hossain here tnda{ said the
government had released a
"leader of the mafia group”, Er-
shad, only to ascend to power,
reports UNB.

He regretted that there was
no protest in parliament
against Ershad. a convict. even
after he had called President
Shahabuddin Ahmed a so-
called justice. "There was no
protest either against corrup-
tion, terrorism and black mar-
keteers.” he added. .

Dr Kamal, who was address-
ing a party representatives’
council of five districts at the
local Town Hall, called upon all
to resist what he called politics
of black money and corrupt
people.

He said Gano Forum will ob-
serve ‘'mass awakening day' on
March 29 to project failures of
the present government in all
spheres.

The council was also ad-
dressed by advocate Zahirul Is-
lam. Enayetur Rahman, Abul
Hossain. Saiful Islam, Fazlul
Kader and Borhanuddin.

Israel1 cabinet

From Page 1

ers of Islamic militant groups
who.urged him to give tacit ap-
roval to new terror attacks in
srael, the report said.
Palestinian leaders have
warned of a new uprising
should Israel go ahead with ils
plans. "We have no hope in this
government.” the speaker of the
Palestinian legislative council,
Ahmed Qureia. said today "Our
people will defend their exis-
tence and their land.”

Kashoggi

From Page |

spokesman added.

Easter, arrested on a warrant
issued last year, was identified
as the Managing Director of
City Trading Company.

Kashoggi also allegedly
failed to put up sufficient col-
lateral to secure a loan from the
bank.

Four other warrants were is-
sued today in separate cases in-
volving the troubled bank.

Dhaka elected

From Page 1

review of the whole question of
peacekeeping operation in all
their aspects.

In view of her large scale
participation in UN peacekeep-
ingi operations, Bangladesh as
well as other emerging major
troop contributors indicated
serious interest to become full
members of the special commit-
tee.

At present Bangladesh has
1,145 troops deployed in ten
United Nations pcacekcc‘:;in
missions and is the thir
largest contributor to United
Nations, said an official hand-

out yesterday.
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Theatre Festival being held in the city.
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tial stged by Indian theatre group Rangakarmi at the
group is taking part in the South Asian

— Star photo

Police-Transport

workers’ clash in
Jhenidah: 10 hurt

JHENIDAH. Mar 14: At least
10 people, including five po-
licemen, were injured in a clash
between police and transport
workers in the town this
evening, reports UNB.

Sources said the clash began
when some plainclothes po-
licemen aboard a reserved bus
refused to pay toll to transport
workers at the local bus stand.
They were returning to Jessore

olice line after a picnic at
hilaidah in Kushtia district.

The transport workers usu-
al]ﬁr collect Tk five from each
vehicle passing through the bus
stand.

Of the injured, five police-
men and three workers were
admitted to Jhenidah Sadar
hospital.

Later, police officials from
district headquarters cHiffé to
the spot and brought the situa-
tion under control after negoti-
ating with transport leaders.

Y outh dev office
to be set up
in each thana

BRAHAMANBARIA. Mar 14:
The government will set up
Youth Development offices in
all the thanas across the coun-
try within shortest possible
time. reports UNB.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports, and Cultural Affairs
Gﬂaidul Quader said this while
he was addressing a freshers’
reception at Sanair Anjuman
Ara College here today.

He further said that the offi-
cial network of the department
has already been extended to
230 thanas to provide jobs to
unemployed youths.

He also urged the unem-
ployed youths to involve them-
selves in income-generating ac-
tivities utilising the {raining
and loan facilities provided by
the government.

The minister also an-
nounced an allocation of Tk
89.000 for the development
work of Brahmanbaria Sta-
dium during this fiscal year.

. Sharif
From Page 1
level talks scheduled to start in

New Delhi on March 28 would
lead to Sharif-Gowda summit

in May.
Around 17,000 people have
died in Indian-administrated

Kashmir in violence linked to a
separatist campaign launched
in 1989.

India accuses Pakistan of
giving material aid to the sepa-
ratists.

Islamabad denies the charge
but pledges moral and political
support for the campaign, call-
ing it a legitimate struggle for

self-determination.

Clinton hurt

From Page 1
surgery, she said the surgery
would not require a temporary
transfer of power to Vice Presi-
dent AL Gore.

The surgery was to take place
at Bethesda Naval Hospital
when he returns from Florida
where he was on a fundraising
visit on Thursday.

Asked whether Clinton
would go ahead with a sched-
uled summit in Helsinki on
March 19 with Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin, she said.
“there are no plans at this time
to change his agenda.”

59 rivers
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Laxmipur. Cox's Bazar, Chit-
tagong, Comilla. Satkhira,
Jhenidah, Bagerhat. Khulna,
Magura, Nawabganj. Pabna, Ra-
jshahi, Rangpur, Natore, Nil-

hamari, Dinajpur. Barguna,
arisal, Bhola, Sylhet, Sunam-
ganj, Moulvibazar, Naogaon
and Chandpur.

| Zillur for strong rural

lnfrastrhlggacture

JAMALPUR, Mar 14: LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister Zil-
lur Rahman today said strong
rural infrastructure would help
create new job opportunities
and gear up rural business and
economic activities in the coun-
try, reports BSS.

He said national progress
could not be achieved without
making each and every village
of the country self-reliant.

Rahman said this while in-
augurating the newly con-
structed 300 meter long
Kristopur bridge at Madargonj
thana under the district.

Mirza Azam MP and leaders
of district Awami League and its
front organisation also spoke
on the occasion.

Local Government Engineer-
ing Department has constructed
the bridge at a cost of Taka 2.10
crore while people of five
thanas will get direct benefit
from the construction.

The minister said the gov-
ernment had taken up a master
plan to build a modern com-
munication network in the
countr by constructing
linkroads between each union
and the district headquarters
by next five years. He said there
was no altermative to construc-
tion of physical infrastructure
in rniral areas to solve the socio-
economic problems ol the vast
population living in the vil-

"He said steps had been taken
to reform the entire local gov-
ernment administration by
identifying union parishad as
the core of all development ac-
tivities, formulation of village
council and reintroducing of
upazila system to give a fresh
impetus to the rural economic
activities as per hn?cs and aspi-
rations of the village people.
Enough power will be provided
to zila parishad to strengthen
the overall rural development.
he added.

In this regard, Rahman laid
siress on unity of different po-
litical parties inside and out-
side parliament for develop-
ment of the country and eco-
nomic freedom of the com-
monmar.

Earlier, the minister inau-

Furatéd the ﬂt\ﬂ% constructed

amily welfare centre at Shid-
huli union under Madarganj
thana and also addressed the
inaugural function of Sham-
gonj-Kalibari Palli Biddut sub-
station.

He said the government was
determined to reach electricity
to all the villages so that the
people could produce more food
through imi)ruve irrigation and
create employment opportuni-
ties by setting up small mills
and lactories.

~JCD dominated DU halls
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halls alleged that 'armed terror-
ists' were residing in the halls
despite the presence ol police.

Armed elements were check-
ing identity cards of the stu-
dents at the entrances of the
halls in front of police. they
added.

Police recovered a walkie
talkie from a ditch near Banga-
bandhu Hall yesterday.

Meanwhile. five activists of
JCD have been expelled from
the organisation. They are:
Manik. Bipu, Zaman, Mukit
and Alam. All of them belong to
Jasimuddin Hall group. :

On the other hand, expulsion
order on four DU unit leaders of

Killing of DU student

Probe body seeks
information from
all concerned

The enquiry committee
formed to probe Thursday's
killing of a Dhaka Universi?
student at Bangabandhu Hal
has sought information from
all concerned, reports UNB.

The five-member committee
in its first meeting yesterday
requested all concerned to give
their statements about the inci-
dent verbally or in writing to its
member-secretary and Proctor
of the University Dr AKM Nu-
runnabi by March 17.

Names of those who will
rovide the committee with in-
ormation about the incident
will be kept secret. said a DU
press release.

Arif Hossain Khan Taj. a
second year student of Bengali
Department and an activist of
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
was shot dead by rival group at
Bangabandhu Hall early
Thursday.

The meeting at the Vice-
Chancellor's residence was
presided over by committee
chairman Barrister Mainul Ho-
sein and attended by its mem-
bers — President of Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers’ Association
Prof M Mostafa Chowdhury.
Prof Aminul Islam and Dr AKM
Nurunnabi.

They interviewed a student
admitted Pangu Hospital with
bullet wounds in the incident.

The committee members
will interview the Provost of
Bangabandhu Hall, house tu-
tors, assistant house tutors,

ateman and night guard of the
dormitory today at 8 pm. They
will also visil the spot.

JCD was withdrawn. They are:
Sultan Salauddin Tuku. Main-
uddin Chowdhury Liton. Be-

nazir Ahmed Titu and Azhar
Mukul. All of them belong to
Titu group. They were expelled
following a clash between rival
factions.

Meanwhile, Masud Rana and
Mahbubul Kaiser, joint con-
venor of JCD DU unit, in a
statement on behalf of JCD
Bangabandhu Hall unit, yester-
day condemned the killing of
Arif Hossain Tac._l.

They blamed a BNP leader
for the killing and termed him
an agent of the government.
Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Dal, Bangabandhu
Hall unit, also condemned the
killing and demanded immedi-
ate arrest of those involved.

Tanks roll out
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Balkan country.

[talian military helicopters
were pulling out 330 Italians
and 70 others and brought them
to warships in the Adriatic, the
ANSA news Sgenc said. An es-
timated 1.300 [talians were in

the country. The Foreign Min-
istry said the evacuation was
continuing through the
evening.

At least three Albanian mil-
itary helicopters and three pa-
trol boats sought refuge in Italy,
officials said.

One of the heli landed
at the airport in Brindisi, a
southern port across the Adri-
atic Sea from Albania, army
Col Francesco Tasca said.

Twelve military personnel
in civilian clothes aboard said
they wanted political asylum,
Tasca said. Italian officials
took away their sidearms, he
said, and they were being held
at the airport.

Meanwhile. US Marine
Corps helicopters suspended
evacuation operations over Al-
hania today after two Cobra he-
licopter gunships were fired
LIPOI.

A Pentagon official. who
spoke on condition of
anonymity, said one Cobra re-
turned fire after coming under
small arms ground fire, as Al-
bania, the poorest country in
Europe. erupted late this week
into violent anarchy.

The Cobra counterattack
stopped the shooting

In a second incident, a Cobra
was attacked by a shoulder-
launched SA 7 surface to-air
missile that missed

There were no US casualties
in either incident



