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TIRANA, Albania. Mar 14:
One by one, anarchy spread
Thursday to Albanias flew
tranquil towns, leaving ran-
sacked armories. civilians nav-
igating tanks, and children
s%mnldering assault rifles.
Helpless politicians asked for
Western military involvement,
reports AP.

The chaos that has engulled
southern Albania for days
.spread north, east and west
throughout the country. de-
stroying the last semblance of
order.

Responding to the increasing

threat, US helicopters landed in”

Tirana to evacuate American
citizens. Announcing the opera-
tion, US State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns
said in Washington that the
flights could continue for sev-
eral hours or even days.

He said the ambassador and
core staff would remain in the
capital for the time being. Ital-
ian helicopters also flew out
hundreds of people. and other
embassies made their own
plans to get their nationals out.

In Tirana, guards deserted
the central prison, allowing 600
prisoners including two promi-

About 1.2
body of a Nigerian brough

from New Delhi.
Doctors made the recovery

smuggler operating

foun

Mother Teresa sent a

reports from Calcutta.

ty. peace and unity

was sparked after many
Hollowing the'
;J 117 ."‘;i:’; .j_..!"l'll-'tri.'-"
Russians to ge
More than five years aftér th
Yeltsin ordere

Moscow.
Russians are still ¢

FIVEEES S
qu .l;|l|l1

cover. Yeltsin ordered his

Russian military

over to the military

BRIETLY

1.2 kg heroin ”sei.zed in India:

os (2.64 pounds) of heroin was found inside the
t to a hospital in New Delhi by his
friends. The Times of India reported yesterday. AFP reports

stuffed in small capsules whic
swallowed and hoped to retrieve later.

Australia, Indonesia si
Australia and Indonesia yesterday signed

boundary treaty after some 30 years of negotiations, estab-
lishing exclusive economic zones between the two Asia-Pacific
nations, Reuter reports from Perth.

“Once it enters into force, the treaty will be of economic bene-
fit to both countries,” Australian and Indonesian forei
ministers said in a joint statement after si
finalisation of the seabed boundary provides a basis on which

loitation of natural resources can proceed in a climate of
confidence and certainty.” they said.

Teresa's message for Albanians:
of love to Albania yesterday as
her homeland continued to plunge towards anarchy., AFP

red

nent leaders ol the former
Communists Lo llee. Then. the
guards returned to loot the
prison.

At least 12 people were re-
ported killed throughout the
country, many of them by ran-
dom gunfire. Citizens were in-
creasingly taking arms. not so
much out of political protest.
but to protest themselves.

Pressure was building on
President Sali Berisha to quit —
the one move that might help
restore order. An opposition

litician said Berisha had ac-

nowledged in a meeting that
he had lost control of the coun-
try.
tT“Ehtris,h;a accepted that he
has no institutional control.”
said Skender Gjinushi of the
Social Democrats. "He has no
army; no police. Tirana is in to-
tal anarchy.” _

"We don't know who is armed
and who is not." Gjinushi said.
"Do they want to fight. or fire in
the air? Or what are their de-
mands?”

Political sources said that
one of the first acts of the new
prime minister, Bashkim Fino.
was to hand Berisha a petition
from rebellious southern Al-
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during an autopsy on the Nigeria,
identified as Stanley Gogo. Forensic experts said the heroin
caused his death. Police suspected he could have been a drug
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The 86-year-old nun, who left Albania as a teenager, said.
"Send my love to all of them. May God bring them joy, pros-
peri ." Albania is in turmoil after weeks of
civil rioting and the breakdown of law and order. The trouble
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t new passports:

President Boris

new passports Thursday, AP reports from

the
Soviet times, with a Soviet emblem and

passports they used during
"USSR" printed on the
nt to come up with a design

for a new passport by June 1, the presidential press service said.
Passports are used in Russia for domestic identification.

Russia supghed arms to Armenia: m.

as supplied Armenia with millions of
dollars of tanks and armoured vehicles during the last two
years without the government's knowledge, Russia's defence
minister was quoted as saying Thursday, AP reports from

Moscow.

"The investigation has revealed that the weapons were
handed over free of charge and without a corresponding deci-
sion of the Russian government,” Defence Minister Igor
Rodionov said in a letter released to Russian news media
Thursday. In the letter, Rodionov said the case had been handed

prosecutor's office.
Prosecutor Valentin Panichev confirmed Thursday
investigation was under way, but refused further comment.
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banians asking for his resigna-
tion,

The Social Democrats and
the Forum for Democracy. a
loose umbrella organization of
opposition groups, also called
on Berisha to quit.

The governmeni asked for
an urgent meeting of the UN Se-
curity Council. State radio said
Berisha and opposition politi-
cal parties appealed to the West-
ernn European ! nion, the mili-
tary arm of the European
Community. for involvement.

It was not clear what kind of
help they were seeking. WEU
spokeswoman Myriam Sochaki

‘said the organization had re-

ceived a message from Albania
indicating it was considering
such a request, but did not aciu-
ally have it yet.

She said if a request were
made, the organization could
provide humanitarian aid, help
evacuate people. or help sepa-
rate forces.

In Brussels, NATO ambas-
sadors met in special session to
discuss the crisis.

The unrest threatens to en-
gulfl neighboring countries,
particularly Italy and Greece,
with another flood of refugees.
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Pressure mounting on Berisha to quit

Chaos destroying last semblance
of order in Albania

Because there are sizable ethnic
Albanian populations in Ser-
bia's Kosovo province and in
Macedonia. it also could further
destabilize those chronically
unstable area. and threaten
peace throughout the Balkans.

The problem in Albania ap-
peared increasingly to be a total
collapse of order rather than
one in which opposing forces
could be separated?

In Tirana, shopkeepers were
boarding up store fronts to pre-
pare for tro :bic,

State TV cut into children’s
programming for a special
newscast, leading with the
ominous announcement that
200 'citizens' had volunteered to
help police restore order in
Tirana. It said they warned
Tirana residents to obey the
law, or they would open fire.

There were unconfirmed re-

ports of six dead in the capital. -

state radio said.

A guard at the central
prison. reached by telephone,
said Ramiz Alia, the last com-
munist president, former So-
cialist Prime Minister Fatos
Nano and hur-dreds of other
inmates walk-d free when
guards left their posts.
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to discuss polls defeat

NEW DELHI. Mar 14: India's
Congress ) party will hold a
special meeting on Monday to
discuss its defeat in a string of
elections, it was announced to-
day. reports AFP.

The meeting, by parliament
members of the 112-year-old
party, follows a continuing tug
of war between Congress Presi-
dent Sitaram Kesri and his dis-
graced predecessor, former

rime minister PV Narasimha

0.

The Press Trust of India
(PTI) said Kesri eed to con-
vene the meeting in the wake of
persistent demands by Rao loy-
alists, Suresh Kalmadi an S5
Ahluwalia.

Rao, who has been accused of
corruption by Indian detectives,
stepped down as Congress chief
last September after leading the
party to a disastrous defeat in
the general elections.

He was succeeded by Kesri,
the party Treasurer. who until

then was known as a Rao sup-
porter. But after becoming party

president, he began to si eline.,

Rao sympathisers in the party.

Kesri's aides had earlier
blamed Rao for the Congress
rout in the 1996 parliamentary
elections. Rad supporters later
turned the heat on Kesri after
the party lost power in last
months polls in the state of
Punjab.

It also suffered reverses in
most by-elections to national
parliament last month, and
was trounced by Hindu nation-
alists in municipal elections in

the western state of Maharash- -

tra.

Blast near rly
station 1in Punjab,

- 6 hurt

NEW DELHI, Mar 14: A pow-
erful bomb blast near a train
station injured at least six peo-
ple in India's northern state of
Punjab today, the United News

of India (UNI) said. reports
Reuter.
The news agen uoted wit-

nesses at the site of the blast in
the city of Jalandhar as saying
they saw at least six people ly-
ing on the ground after tEe ex-
plosion.

_ Police in Jalandhar gave no
further details but said the

- were investigating the bom

explosion, UNI said.

Sikh militants fighting for
an independent homeland in
the agriculture-rich region have
frequently targeted trains
there, usually inflicting serious
casualties.
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Postcards bear Thursday the newly issued 500 Dinar (1 US
dollar) stamp with the portrait of Pope John Paul II. The
stamp was i1ssued in honour of John Paul's April 12 and 13
visit to Sarajevo, the first by a pope. Some 10,000 copies of
the stamp were printed in Slovenia. Security, which had
forced Pope John Paul II to cancel plans to visit Bosnia in
1994, are still a ‘great concern to authorities organizing
his trip to the war-ravaged Bosnian capital, Bosnian

Sudanese troops engaged in fierce
fighting against Ugandan forces

KHARTOUM. Mar 14: Su-
danese troops were engaged in
fierce fighting against invading
Ugandan forces in southern Su-
dan late Thursday, a Sudanese
military spokesman said on the
eve of scheduled reconciliation
talks, reports AFP.

General Mohamed Al-
Sanousi Ahmed said that
Uganda had applied "it's mili-
tary weight” in a drive on five
towns, Kaya. Bazi. Morobo, Yei
and Lanya. adding: "Our troops
are fighting bravely in all direc-
tions."”

The enemy were supplied
with US-made bridging equip-
ment and canned food rations.
Ahmed noted in a statement
broadcast by Sudanese televi-
sion.

"The foreign intervention is
crystal clear in the type of
weapons and the mercenaries
(fighting) beside the Ugandan
Army. with some Eritrean and
Ethiopian troops in the south-
ern theater,” he said.

Uganda, Eritrea and
Ethiopia have denied involve-
ment in the fighting in southern
Sudan, which they say is being
waged solely by the Christian
and animist rebels who have
been fighting Khartoum for 13
years.

Sudanese government
spokesman and Information
Minister Brigadier Al Tayeb
Ibrahim Mohamed Khair ear-
lier denied claims by the rebels
that they had taken the key
town of Yei, near the border

with Uganda.

Khair also implicitly ac-
cused the United States of in-
volvement. ‘

*The machinery used in the
fighting was too heavy to be
moved a long distance by land
in a short period of time, which
means this hardware was
moved by air and the Ugandan
Army has no resources to do
so," Khair argued.

He added that the United
States "has already shown it
hostile intentions towards Su-

- dan.”

Khair also said government
forces had "repulsed four as-
saults in the Loka area de-
stroyed a number of tanks, in-
flicted heavy casualties... and
seized arms. -

Annan, UNSC
slate killing
of 7 Israeh

schoolgirls

¢ UNITED, NATIONS Mar 14,
U tl,nie.ﬂdI ations Secretary Gen-

ral Koli Annan and the Secu- ..

ity Ceuncil condemned the

il

=

illing on Thursday of seven Is-

aeli schoolgirls by a Jorda-
nian solider on the border be-
tween the two countries, reports
Reuter.

A spokesman for Annan
said in a statement the UN
Chief "deplores this act of vio-
lence and extends condolences
to the families of the victims
and the government and people
of Israel.”

"Today's

tragic incident

highlights the need to renew

confidence in the peace process
whose objective is the achieve-
ment of a comprehensive, just
and lasting settlement in the
Middle East.” the statement
added.

Such terrible attacks on in-
nocent people are despicable
and deserve the condemnation
of all. he said_

Mother Teresa to set up

ne

CALCUTTA. Mar 14 A
dominant Mother Teresa. spea-
king today a day after handing
over Lthe reins of her Miss-

ionaries of Charity. se¢otched’
all talks rttéfmt and said
her next project would be to set

up a base in China, reports AFP.

The 86-year-bld nun, flank-
ed by her successor Sister
Nirmala. told reporters at the
order's headquarters "I have

lenty of work to do and I will
here until my last breath."”

“We have to pull on. We have
568 homes all over the world. in
120 countries. We will continue
God's work.”

Asked where the order weuld
go next, she said with a smile:
"China."

 The Nobel Peace laureate de-
nied that there had been a split
among the sisters during the
eight-week election of Sister
Nirmala. She spoke into a hand
microphone in a barely audible
voice from the lirst-tloor bal-
cony ol Mother House.

Her performance. however.
totally overshadowed that ol
the new superior general.

base in China

Mother Teresa denied earlier
reports that Sister Nirmala's
election had not been unani-
mous. -

N6 2L it Was Hnlanimotis! 'WE |
T.

praved for its and finally'it
caine,” she said firmly. _
Theé  Albanian-born', nuf,

who set Up the'Missiondries of

Charity in 1950 to care for the
destitute and dying of Calcutta,
stepped down aiter suffering
hearl failure and a heart attack
at the end of last year.

Sister Nirmala, and 63-year-
old Indian nun and a Hindu
convert, was elecled Thursday
after 57 days of prayers and de-
liberations by the order's elec-
toral college.

She was asked whether she
would be able to fill her
charismatic predecessor's
shoes. But Mother Teresa. who
won the Nobel Prize in 1979 for
her missionary work, inter-
rupted to protect her portage.

"It doesn't matter if an indi-
vidual has charisma, it all (e-
pends on the Lord's will."
Mother Teresa said.

Nobel peace
laureate to

launch 2 books
on E Timor

"JAKARTA, Indonesia, Mar
14: Two books on East Timor by
Nobel peace laureate Bishop
Carlos Belo will be released on
Tuesday, the official Antara
news agency reported Friday,
reports AP.

The first book, whose In-
donesian title translated into
English means "For Justice and
Peace.” is an assortment of Be-
lo's thoughts, opinions and vi-
sions reflected in letters,
speeches, and seminar papers,

Antara quoted Belo as say-
ing the book's theme was to re-
mind all Indonesian Catholics
to live peacefully and in har-
mony with their neighbours.

"Aren’'t justice and peace
what everybody has been look-
ing for?" Belo was quoted as

saying.

Labour Party
retains poll
lead over Tory

-LONDON -Mar 14: The opp»

silvon: Labour Party has re-.
Lainiet] 1ts - ledd 'in dpinlon polls

lor the f{orthéoming British
eneral election with a 25 per

cent advantage over the ruling .

Conservatives, it was reportec
toclay, reports AFF.

The Haris Poll tor the Inde-
pendent newspaper showed
Labour on 52 per cent. The Co-
servatives on 27 per cent and
the centrist Liberal Democrats
on 14 per cent.

A poll for the London Daily
Evening Stan ‘ard Thursday
also put Labou. s lead at 24 per
cent.

The results show Labour is
maintaining a consistent
commanding lead which would
give it a sweeping victory in the
general election, expected to be
held around May 1.

For the Harris Poll 1040
adults were interviewed at
home between February 7 and
March 10,

officials admit.
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— AFP/UNB photo

Unique punishment

NEW DELHI: A 52-year-old man's head was shaved and his
face blackened before he was paraded through a village after
allegedly raping his niece, The Times of India said on Friday.

reports AFP.

The punishment was meted out Wednesday by elders in the
village near Meerut town, some 80 kilometres (50 miles) from
here, following the alleged rape. the daily said.

The police said they

were now looking for the man to
question him about the incident.

Dress matters

in wedding
HARARE: Security officers barred a bride from wedding at a
Zimbabwe civil court, saying her skirt was "to short” and not

decent enough

as required by court rules, reports Reuter.

The groom was arrested and fined for arguing with the
security and police officers over the issue and trying to force his

way
reportied.

into the building on Wednesday. a local newspaper

Sr1 Lanka Broadcasting Corpn says

Over 100 Tigers killed
during army offensive

COLOMBO. 5ri Lanka. Mar
14: A day alter government

warpldnes, Warships ‘and field "

vus bombarded Tamit Tiger
positions in northeastern 5ri
Lanka. state radio Friday put
the guerilla death toll at more
than 100, reports AP.

A flotilla of naval gunboats
shelled coastal bases ol the
rebels’ naval wing near Mullait-
tiva town Thursday. helped by
artillery Ilrom Lhe nearby Weli-
Ovya miilitary base and jets from
the capital. the military said.

The Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corpn quoted unidentified de-
fennce sources as saying rebel
radio intercepts indicated more
than 100 rebels were Killed in
the three-hour attack on "iden-
tified targets.”

A military spokesman in
Colombo. Major D Ranawaka.
said military intelligence had
yet to pick up rebel transmis-
sion on the attack.

Civilians in the northern

Vavuniya town who heard the
clandestipe radio siation said il
reported that oneé fisherman

cowas Killed and ' several:others

were injured in the attacks. It
also reported that a church was
damaged and several huts were
burnt.

It was not possible to get in-
dependent confirmation since
the government has banned
journalists from wvisiting the
war region and communication
links have been down for sev-
eral vears.

The attack was aimed at de-
stroying a major rebel base in
the jungle at the coast of Mul-
laittivu, wiping out its 1.200
defenders in the biggest baltle of
the 14-vear war.

The rehels have been in-
creasingly crowded into the
mainland's northern jungles

alter the army last year cap-
tured Jaftna Peninsula. their
longtime stronghold. and two
other major towns.
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Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai (centre R) and Jordan's Prince Hassan

(centre L) visit Thursday "Peace Island" on the two countries' border, where a Jordanian
soldier opened fire with his machine gun on a group of Israeli schoolgirls, killing seven

girls and wounding six others.

— AFP/UNB photo

CPl annual report

185 journalists interned
in 24 countries in '96

NEW YORK. Mar 14: A record
185 journalists were in prison
in 24 countries during 1996,
with 78 of them in Turkish jails
alone, the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Twenty seven journalists
were killed in the lien of duty,
26 of them by assassination
and one in the plane crash in
Croatia that also killed US Sec-
retary of Commerce Ron Brown
and his party, according to
CPJ’'s annual report 'attacks on
the press in 1996.

The number of journalists’
deaths and cut by slightly more
than half compared with 1995
when 57 were killed because of
their work. The report said Al-
geria remained the most dan-

us place for a reporter to
work., with seven killed there in
1996. Bri g the total to 59
since rebel factions began tar-
geting journalists there four

A l::ffa] of 474 journalists
have been killed in the last

decade, the report said.
Six reporters were killed in

Russia, four in the Chechnya.
Among journalists killed in
1996 was Ireland's famed in-
vestigative reporter Veronica
Guerrin who was killed in June
by two gunmen while she was
driving her car. One man was
arrested for her murder earlier
this year.

e record 185 imprisoned
journalists was three higher
than in 1995.

In terms of jailing journal-
ists, Turkey was listed as the
worst offender for the third
straight year, the report said
adding that the formation of an
Islamist led government f[ailed
to alter the state's on-going per-
secution of journalists.

The committee's Executive
Director., William Orme sald.
"Turkey is once again the sin-
gle most egregious example of a
government that criminalizes
independent reporting. CJP
aims to direct a harsh public
spntli%ht at this gross abuse of
press freedom.”

L hER e

An Iragi man unloads humanitarian aid coming from Sudan outside the offices of the Red

Crescent Society in Baghdad, Thursday. The UN sanctions committee has approved 11

more import contracts for Iraq, of mc
cleared under the "oil-for-food" accord, said an Iraqi minister yesterday.—

raising to 26 out of more than 200 the number of deal

AFP/UNB photo

Palestinians welcome UN
resolution

JERUSALEM. Mar 14:

Palestinians welcomed today a

UN resolution condemning Is-

raeli plans to build a new Jew-
ish enclave in disputed East
Jerusalem as "proof of Israel's

isolation’. reports AFP

But a spokesman for Pales-
tinian President Yasser Arafat
also hit out at the United States
for heing_ the sole state to vote

ide

alon Israel ainst the
resolution in the General
Assembly.

"This is a world consensus,
is
clear proof of Israel's iso-
hhq

r:cognzing Palestinian righ
and
lation.” said Nabil

Rudeina. Arafat's top adviser.

"We criticise the US decision
to vote against this interna-
tional unanimity.” he added in
a statement on the official voice
of Palestine radio.

Abu Rudeina also said that
there were no preparations un-
derway for a miketing between
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minis

ter Ben n Netanyahu to try

to r-ﬁr:.lhc crisis caused by

Israel’'s building plans in East

Jerusalermn and a series of other

contested icy decisions.

», The UN text called the build-
of Jewish 1 bourhoods
East Jerusalem "illegal” and

a "major obstacle to peace.

Jakarta for shiﬁ:ing OIC's focus from politics to economic cooperation

JAKARTA. Mar 14: Indone-
sia. 1the world's most populous
Muslim nation. wanis to steer
the Organisation of the Islamic
Conlerence (0OIC) towards
greater economic cooperation
and away from politics, offi-
cials and analysts say. reports
AFF

Foreign Minister Ali Alatas,
speaking ahead ot a special OIC
summil in the Pakistani capi-
tal Islamabad on March 23.
said it was Jakarta's aim to es-
tablish better ties within the
54-member organisation.

"We have

ship of the OIC at the ministe-
rial level last year.’ Alatas told
AFP Jakarta hosted the group's

een doing that
since we took on the chairman-:

annual ministerial meeting in
December. "We encouraged eco-
nomic cooperation.” he added.

The Jeddah-based OIC is
holding a special summit to
coincide with Pakistan's 50th
anniversary since indepen-
dence from Britain and will fol-
low the Islamabad meeting with
a regular summit in Iran in De-
cember.

Iran's Foreign Minister Ali
Akbar Velayati on a visit here
this week told Alatas that
Tehran also wanted to persuade
other OIC members to focus
more on economic cooperation.

Alatas said the special
summit was to be ceremonial in
nature despite calls from some
quarters for it to focus on tradi-

tional topics like the Middle
Easl peace process.

Mohamad Hikam. a re-
searcher at the Indonesian In-
stitute ol Sciences, supported
Indonesia's planned initiative
to give more emphasis to eco-
NOIMIC ISSues.

"The Indonesian option is
pragmaltic, as economic cooper-
ation Is something much more
tangible than political mat-
ters,” he said.

Hikam said Indonesia did
not want to see the OIC to be-
come bogged down with debat-
ln% sensitive issues such as the
enforcement of [slamic policies
of individual countries.

Indonesia is also trying to
avoid being turned into one of

the main players in the Arab-
Israel conflict and, therelore, it
is trying to shift the locus to
economic. cooperation,” Hikam
said.

Indonesia, whose 200 mil-
lion population is about 90 per
cent Muslim, is not ruled as an
Islamic state and its constitu-
tion gives equal footing to Is-

lam, Christianity, Buddhism

and Hinduism. It also considers
as subversion any attempt Lo
impose the domination of one
religion.

"If we (the OIC) want to sur-
vive in this era of globalisation,

from the point of of Islam
we would be making full use of
the potentials of the world's

Muslim community," com-

mented Muchrim Hakim, an
executive of the Indonesian
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry.

Hakim, who also is vice-

resident of the OIC-affiliated
slamic Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI), said the OIC
was well organised but its full
potential had not yet been
reached.

He said OIC members should
focus on improved trade and
take advantage of less strick
production standards and fewer
non-trade barriers.

He also said members could
make better use of the ICCIl and
the Islamic Development Bank
as well as the group's other fi-
nance institutions.

Hakim ic also a inember ol a
research institute which is part
of the Association of Indone-
sian Muslim Intellectuals (ICMI),
a powerful Muslim group which
include a number of ministers.

Ezzedine Laraki, a former
Moroccan prime minister who
was elected OIC secretary gen-
eral last December, has he
would work to "improve the
conditions for the closer eco-
nomic and cultural cooperation
now that we are on the thresh-

old of the 21st century.

Political issues however
could rule during the Pakistan
summit, analy:ts said, follow-
ing the results of the December
meeting.



