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‘Pakistan has

reservation
about
sub-regional

grouping’

"Islamabad has reservation
about the planned sub-regional
cooperation under the aegis of
SAARC.," a Pakistan High
Commission source said in
Dhaka yesterday.

Referring to the statement of
For Minister Abdus Samad
Azad that Pakistan endorsed
the proposed sub-regional
grouping, the source told UNB
that Pakistan had already ex-
pressed its reeervatmn about
the issue.

Dhaka forwarded the pro-
posal of sub-regional coopera-
tion at the latest meeting of the
SAARC Council of Ministers in
New Delhi last December.

The planned sub-regional
cooperation groups Bangladesh.
Bhutan, Nepal and the Indian
states having geographical con-
tiguity with Bangladesh.

The current official stand of
Dhaka on the issue is that Arti-
cle Seven of the SAARC charter
permits such a sub-regional

grouping.

Iranian plane
crashes with

80 aboard

TEHRAN, Mar 14: An Ira-
nian military C-130 transport
plane has crashed in northeast-
ern Iran with 80 people on
board. the official IRNA w
agcnqr said today, reports

eragheci at about 6
pm [143{} GMT) Thursday for
unknown reasons 38 kilome-
ters {24 miles) from Mashhad,
in the mountainous region of
northeastern Iran along the
border with Afghanistan, the

added

agency ! .
There was no immediate

word on the fate of the 80 pas-
sengers on board.

The propeller-driven plane
left the town of Dezful in Iran's
southwestern rovince of
Khuzestan at 4:30 pm (1300)
Thured'l}r for Mashhad and

copaEhiod Bt shoct abdte: e rriads
the agency added.

Tripura militants
for talks, 1f held

in third country

NEW DELHI. Mar 14: A tribal
separatist group in the Indian
state of Tripura said today it
was ready for peace talks with
New Delhi. the United News of

India reported. says AFP.

The All Tripura Tiger Force
said it would start negotiations
if they were held in a third
country, but added it would not

give up its weapons, the agency
said

The group. in a statement is-
sued in Tripura also demanded
the withdrawal of Indian troops
from the state.

Hundreds of peo
in Tripura in a prolon
ratist insurgency led by tribal
militants. The rebel greu ps
have up attacks on non-
tribals in recent months,
killing large numbers of people.
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Body to probe leakage of question paper

SSC English 2nd paper
exam postponed

The English second paper
examinations of the Secondary
School Certificate(SSC). sched-
uled to be held today. was post-
poned yesterday, according to a
government handout.

Other examinations, how-
ever, will be held on schedule,
the Controller and actin
Chairman of Dhaka Board tol
The Daily Star last night.

A [resh date for the English
second paper examinations will
be announced within a couple of
days. The date is likely to be af-
ter all the examinations on
schedule. he said.

This is for the first time this

ar that the SSC examinations
under all the five education
boards in the country are being
held under an identical set of
questions.

Earlier, on Thursday night,
the authorities announced
postponement of the objective

" was formed on Thursday

By Staff Correspondent

examination of English second
per.

P Sources in the Dhaka Edu-

cation Board said the decision

to postpone the English second
paper examinations was made

amldet allegatiene of leakage of

question pa

The Eentreller said that a
general diary was made with
the Lalbagh police station in
connection with the alleged
leaka e of the question kpaper

Allegations of leakage of
uestion paper was received
?em different parts of the
country, Lalbagh police said
quoting the GD. Police, how-
ever, also said that no name
was mentioned in the GD.

A three-member committee
to
probe the, allegations. The
committee his been given seven
days’ time lo submit its report
in this regard.

UN call to refrain from hostilities

Tanks roll out on

streets of Tirana

UNITED NATIONS. Mar 14:
The UN Security Council yes-
terday called for an end to the
violence in Albania as tanks
appeared for the first time on
the streets of the Albanian capi-
tal Tirana, report agencies.

In a formal statement
adopted here by consensus
among the 15 members. the Se-
curity Council urged all con-
cerned to refrain from hostili-
ties and acts of violence and to
cooperate with diplomatic et-
forts to reash a peacetul solu-
tion to the crisis.

The Council Statement was
issued after an AFP correspon-

|| %ﬁ%&m Tirana reported that
wére deployed i’ Tirana

oulside President Sali Berisha's
offices and rnment min-
istries after a day marked by
continuing chaos and the
sounds of automatic gunfire
rattling through the city.

The Security ouncil
stressed the importance of re-
gional eiahilit?r. and "lully sup-
ports the diplomatic efforts of

s

the international community,
in particular the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe and the European Union
to find a peaceful solution to the
crisis.

An OSCE delegation led by
former Austrian Chancellor
Franz Vranitzky left the Aus-
trian capital today aboard an
Italian military plane in a bid
to meet with embattled Alba-
nian President Sali Berisha.

Earlier story on Eﬂ‘- eb

An Albanian request that
the United Nations send an in-
ternational force to the strife-
tern eemintry has been rebuffed.
the UN said yesterday.

UN spokesman Fred Eck-
hard said that the UN lacked
the resources to go in the middle
of a civil war.

Albanian military person-
nel yesterday fled by sea and air
to Italy. and ltaly evacuated 400
foreigners from the chaos of the

See Page 12 Col 8

None arrested yet for killing

Situation tense in JCD
dominated DU halls

By DU Correspondent

A tense siluation was pre-
vailing in the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal-dominated halls
of Dhaka University yesterday
following the killing of a stu-
dent, Arif Hossain Taj, in
Bangabandhu hall Thursday
morning.

Aril., an activist of the pro-
BNFP JCD, was gunned down al-
legedly by a group belonging to a
rival faction of JCD.

None was arrested till yes-
terday in connection with the
killing. Many residents of the
dormitories alleged that rival
factions of JCD had stored arms
in their respective halls.

Till yesterday. activist of

former Elias group of JCD. now
reporiedly backed by a top
DUCSU leader and a former in-
fluential JCD leader. main-
tained their dominance in
Bangabandhu Hall. They were
already dominating Jasimud-
din Hall.

Activists of Titu group were
staying in Ziaur Rahman Hall
and Surja Sen Hall of the uni-
versity.

Sources in the JCD said that
Titu group was now preparing to
regain control of Bangabandhu
Hall.

A numher of resident stu-
dents the JCD-controlled

éee Page 12 col 7
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The committee is headed by
Md Abul Khair Khan Chowd-
hury chief evaluation officer
Dhaka Board, Two other mem-
bers are Nazrul Islam Deputy
Controller, Secondary Educa-
tion Board and Md Faizuddin
Assistant Controller of the
Board.

Meanwhile, another hand-
out said last night that an in-
3:ury committee was formed by

e Comilla Education Board to
investigate into the allegations
of mass copying during the En-
glish first paper examinations
at the Chouddagram centre.

The authorities were also
considering whether the Chou-
ddagram centre will
tained.

All centres where allega-
tions of mass copying will be

roved will be cancelled, the
andout added.

Doctor murder:
Another arrested

from Rajbari

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested
another accused in the killing
ol a PG Hospital doctor, Hafizur
Rahman, early this month.

Dhanmondi police arrested
Muktar., 28. from Baliakandi
thana in Rajbari in the earllg

‘hours of yesterday. Police sa

Muktar was suspected to be one
of the main accused in the mur-
der.

Earlier, police arrested 14
people of whom two conlessed

See Page 12 Col 3

Belgian held with

antique statue

By Staff Correspondent
A Belgian Luc Chris. who

tional Airport (ZIA) Thursday
night with an antique slone
statue. was produced before the
Metropolitan Magistrate s
Court yesterday.

Police prayed for remand to
interrogate the arrested person

Chris is a consultant to the
Jamuna Mulltipurpose Bridge
Authority.

A source at the ZIA said that
the security personnel of the
airport found the statue after
eeanninf_ his luggage at the de-
parture lounge.

ICC Trophy: Team
off to Malaysia

Sports Reporter

A 20-member Bangladesh
national cricket team, headed
Ly Akram Khan, left the capital
last night for Kuala Lumpur to
participate in the sixth ICC
Trophy schedul~d to start in the
capital city ot Malaysia from
March 24.

Bangladesh. who have been
placed in Group B for the first
round alongwith West Africa,
Argentina, Denmark, UAE and

the hosts. will take on Ar-

gentina in their opening match
on March 24.

Before the start of the 22-na-
tion meet, Bangladesh will play
Lhree warm-uF matches against
Scotland, Holland and Kenya
on March 16, 18 and 21 respec-
tively.

The Bangladesh cricket team members, who left the capital for Malaysia to take part in
the ICC Trophy, pose for photographers at the BCB office prior to their departure last

night.

— Star photo

be re-

Ban on student

politics at
RU goes

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Mar 14: The ban
on student politics at Rajshahi
University was withdrawn to-
day after talks between the stu-
dent leaders and the university
authorities.

The University Syndicate at
an emergency meeting with Vice
Chancellor Prof Abdul
Khaleque in the chair took the
decision to withdraw the ban.
The ban was imposed on March
4 by the dicate .

Meanwhile, Honours and
Masters examinations of dif-
ferent departments were held
today on schedule.

Nor’wester

lashes city
By Staff Correspondent

A nor'wester accompanied
by light rain lashed the city last
night.

The storm continued for
about 10 minutes. Met office
sources said that the wind was
blowing 30 to 36 km per hour.

The highest wind speed of 48
km per hour continued for only
one minute.

| See Page 12 Col 4
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39 rivers, tributaries
and canals will be
re-excavated

Government has taken up
three projects to re-excavate 59
rivers, tributaries and canals
across the count in three
years (1996-97 to 1998-99) from
its own resources. reports UNB.

The re-excavation works,

‘aiming to improve the irriga-

tion and drainage systems for
increasing the food production.
will be mostly implemented
under the Food for Works Pro-
gramme excepting the Gorai
river project.

Some 22,379 metric tons of

t rice worth about Tk 69 crore

will be needed to complete the
projects, to be executed by the
Water Development Board.

Of the three projects., the
biggest one — dredging and re-
excavation for the Gorai river
in Kushtia — will involve cash
expenditure by the government.
It will cost about Tk 47.43 crore
in cash along with 4000 metric
tons of rice worth about Tk 2.80
crore.

To protect environment and
ecology of the 8-9 south-western
districts, dredging and re-exca-

vation of 30 kilomelre water-
ways of the Gorai will take four
vears (1996-97 to 1999-2000) to
complete.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has formally inaugu-
rated the re-excavation pro-
gramme of Gorai river in Kush-
tia last month.

The main objectives of the
projects are to ensure water for
irrigation purpose as well as
flashing out water during the
rainy season by re-excavating
the silted beds of rivers. tribu-
taries and canals.

According to the Project
Concept Paper (PCP). siltation
of rivers, tributaries and canals
were causing flooding and wa-
terlogging in the rainy season
and crisis of water for irriga-
tion during the dry season.

Rivers, tributaries and
canals to be re-excavated under
the three projects are in the
districts of Kushtia, Narsingdi,
Gopalganj. Shariatpur,
Madaripur, T':-mgaiL Faridpur,
Rajbari, Sherpur, Noakhali,

See Page 12 col 6

| was arrested at the Zia Interna- | S A 5

After being evicted from the city pavements.hawkers are now trying to evolve new ways for
selling books. The picture was taken from Banglabazar area.

— Star photo

Pakistan won't budge from

its stand on Kashmir: Sharif

ISLAMABAD. Mar 14: Pak-
istani premier Nawaz Sharif
said his country would not de-
viate from its known position
that dispute with India over
Kashmir should be resolved on
the basis of UN resolutions. re-
ports AFP.

"Pakistan witll not budge
from its stand.” Sharif said in a
speech at a reception hosted by
a Kashmiri party here yester-
day. the official Associated
Press ol Pakistan news agency
reported.

The UN resolutions, adopted
nearly five decades ago. envis-
age a UN-sponsored referendum
in the Himalayan region to de-
termine its future.

Sharil's reiteration came
two weeks before Pakistani and

Indian foreign secretaries are
due to meet in New Delhi to pave
they way for a summit between
the Pakistani prime minister
and his Indian counterpart HD
Deve Gowda.

The Kashmir dispute should
be resolved in accordance with
the UN decisions, Sharif em-

phasised.
Sharil asked the Indian
leadership to seek a peaceful so-

lution to the issue, which has
caused two of the three wars be-
tween the South Asian neigh-
bours since their independence
in 1947. i

A peacelul settlement is nec-
essary for economic develo
ment of both countries and the
Indian leaders should realise
that there is no other option for

India should "stop repression”
in Indian-held Kashmir as
"only then there Leuld be mean-
ingful negotiations.”

He said Kashmiri leaders
from both Indian and Pak-
istani-controlled parts ol
Kashmir would attend the
forthcoming summit of the Or-
ganisation of the Islamic Con-
ference due to be held in Islam-
abad from March 23.

India holds the southern
two-thirds of Kashmir, its only
Muslim-majority state, while
Pakistan administers the
northern third.

Indian foreign minister In-
der Kumar Gujral said yesterday
he was "very optimistic” that
the four-day foreign secretary

See Page 12 col 6

Dhaka full member
of UN spl body on
peacekeeping
operations

Bangladesh has been made a
full member of the United Na-
tions Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations, re-
ports UNB.

The decision was conveyed
on Thursday by the committee s
chairman ambassador Ibraian
A Gambart, permanent repre-
sentative ol Nigeria to the UN,
in accordance with the resolu-
tion of the 51st session of the
UN General Assembly in a letter
to the Bangladesh permanent
representative Ambassador
Anwarul Karim Chowdhury.

The special committee on
peacekeeping operations was
established in 1965 with 34
members, including India and
Pakistan [from South Asia. It
undertakes a comprehensive

See Page 12 col 5

Israeli cabinet okays housing
project in E Jerusalem

JERUSALEM. Mar 14: Is-
rael's Cabinet unanimously ap-
roved plans today to begin
Fullding a Jewish neighbor-
hood next week in disputed east
Jerusalem. unfazed by intelli-
gence warnings that this would
trigger widespread Palestinian
violence, reports AP.

The Cabinet decided to put
security forces on alert to pre-
vent possible FPalestinian
protests or terror attacks.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said in an interview
published today that he would
not be intimidated by threats of
violence and was "more deter-
mined than ever” to build in
easl Jerusalem, the sector
claimed by Palestinians as a fu-
Lure capital.

The Cabinet's support for the
6,500-apartment pre]ert came
only a day after a Jordanian

soldier opened fire on Israeli
school girls on the Israeli-Jor-
danian border, killing seven.
Israeli officials blamed the in-
cident in part on the growing
tension in the region.

Israel radio said ground-
breaking work was to begin
Monday. However. Netanyahu's
adviser. David Bar-lllan, said
the prime minister. while
committing himself to starting
the project next week. did not
cite a specific day.

The Cabinet was told by the
head of military intelligence,
Gen. Moshe Yahalon. that a
wave of Palestinian violence
would erupt the minute the con-
struction work begins. Israel
TV's Channel 2 said.

Yahalon told the ministers
that Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat recently met with lead-

See Page 12 col 5

Vaccination of children up from 44pc

WASHINGTON, Mar 14: The
past decade saw remarkable

| progress towards the goal of

saving — and improving — the
lives of children worldwide,

USIS g a new report by
the U.S. y for Interna-
tional Development (USAID)
said t

Polio been eradicated in
the Western Hemisphere, and a
more concerted effort could
make it disgppear entirely. the
report says.

The use of new oral rehydra-

tion techniques is saving the
lives of an eellmaled 1.5 mil-
lion children every year. and
world infant mortality rates
have been reduced to their low-
est levels ever,

Worldwide. the number of
children vaccinated by their
first birthday — against dis-
eases like measles, diphtheria.
tuberculosis and pertussis
(whooping cough) — rose from
44 percent in 1985 to nearly 80
per cent in 1995.

In addition to those and

other measures of global suc-
cess. the study evaluates the
impact of USAID's Child Sur-
vival Programme, created in
1985 to focus on proven inter-
ventions such as immunisa-
tion, diarrheal disease control,
breastfeeding tion, nutri-
tion, and malaria control and
treatment.

The effects of those pro-
ammes are felt in the United
tates as well, says the report.
which notes that "techniques

used to increase vaccination
rates in Kenya, Bangladesh,
Egypt and other developing
countries are being applied in
the rest communities in
America with encouraging re-
sults.”

The report also stresses that
the agency's child-related pro-
grammes are part of an "un-
precedented” cooperative effort
combining the resources and
talents of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), the United

to 80pc in

Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), donor nations, bilat-
eral donors, private organisa-
tions and universities.

A UNICEF study, entitled
"America’'s Partnership with
UNICEF."” tells the stories of
children and health officials in
developing countries in order to
dramatise the impact of the
8840 million the United States
contributed to UNICEF between
1985 and 1995.

The author of the report,
former US congressional aide

a decade

Terry Peel, said he spent six
months taping 25 hours' worth
of ip tenriewe in El Salvador,
Ugem::h?.+ Kenya. India and
Bangladesh "to form a picture of
how UNICEF is helping chil-
dren.”

"1 met children who are alive
today because they were immu-
nized in the 1980s — and heard
stories of brothers and sisters
who were not immunized and
are now dead," Peel wrote in the
introduction.
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to undergo
thigh surgery

WASHINGTON. Mar
President Bill Clinton will be
alert under a local anesthetic
during planned surgery later
today to repair a torn tendon in
his upper right thigh after an
early-morning slip. the White
House said, reports Reuter.

"He won't go under a general
anesthetic,” Mary Ellen Glynn,
a White House spokeswoman.
said from West Palm Beach.
Florida, where the President
hurt himself.

Glynn. speaking on the ABC
programme ‘Good Morning
America,” said Clinton proba-
bly would need crutches to get
around for a few weeks after

See Page 12 col 6

Weizman breaks
left arm and

thigh in fall

JERUSALEM, Mar 14: ls-
raeli President Ezer Weizman
tripped today as he stepped out
of a helicopter. breaking his left
wrist and thigh, reports AFP.

Weizman. 73, was taken to
Hillel Yafle Hospital in the
coastal town of Hadera.

From there., Weizman was
transferred by helicopter to
Jerusalem's Hadassah Ein
Kerem Hospital. where he un-
derwent surgery.

"l stupidly slipped off the he-
licopter .... my fault entirely”
the president told APTV from
his hospital bed.

Weizman joked that Ameri-
can and Israeli leaders appeared
to be having-e_str { bad huck
recently. noting™ injuries
suffered today by President
Clinton and earlier this week
by Sarah Netanyahu, wife of the
Israeli prime minister.

The accident occurred just
after Weizman's helicopter
landed near his home in the
Mediterranean resort of Cae-
sarea.

UP member

chopped to
death

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 14: A union
parishad member was chopped
to death by some unidentified
armed miscreants at Chander-
hat Bazar under Kathalia thana
in Jhalakathi district last

night.
Police and witnesses said.

Shah Alam Khan, 45. a member
of Kathalia Union Parishad
was attacked by a gang of 10 to
12 masked armed men when he
was returning home with some

of his associates.

He was chopped to death by a
‘ramdao’ on the spot.

Yunus, a relative of Shah
Alam was critically injured. He
was admiited to Betagi Thana
Health Complex.

Warrant for
arrest of
Kashoggi

BANGKOK. Mar 14: Thailand
today issued a warrant for the

arrest ol multi-millionaire
Saudi businessman Adnan
Kashoggi in connection with

the Bangkok Bank ol Com-
merce scandal, a police spo-
kesman said. reports AFF.

Kashoggi was wanted on
charges of embezzling 1.65 bil-
lion baht [66 million dollars)
from the bank. which virtually
collapsed last year due to ques-
tionable loans. the Economic
Crimes Division spokesman
said.

Meanwhile, Briton Terry
Easter, 57. was arrested today
in connection with loans he al-
legedly contracted without col-
lateral tfrom the bank, the

See Page 12 col 5

8 shops gutted
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Mar 14: At
least eight shops and valuable
geede worth nbeut Tk 20 lakh

tted in a fire at a market
near Itgola rail crossing here
last night, victims said. reports
BSS.

Fireservice and police
sources said the fire that started
from a shop at around 4 am
swiftly spread over the adjacent
shops.

"The firefighters brought the
fire under control about one
hour of struggle. The shops that
gutted in the re included three
cloth stores, one grocery and
one shoe store. A Jewellery and
a fruit shop were also damaged

i partially.




