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UN surts paying US S144m | Settlement process in East

compensation to Gulf
War atfected workers

GENEVA. Mar 13: A UN
committee has started ?aytng
out 144 million US dollars
Wednesday to thousands ol in-
dividuals claiming damages
from the Gulf War in the first
disbursement under an 'oil-for-
food' deal with Iraq. the UN
said, reports AFF.

Bangladeshi workers who
left Iragq and Kuwait and were
affected during the Gull War
will also get the compensation.

The UN Compensation
Committee (UNCC) said 57,636
claimants represented by 63
government and one interna-
tional organisation would re-
ceive an initial payment of
2.500 dollars each.

The committee is funding
the payouts from its 30 per cent
share of Iraqi oil exports over
six months, totalling two bil-
lion dollars.

UN resolution 986 gave the
UNCC its funding authority,
earmarking the rest of the
money from Iraqgi oil sales,
which restarted in December,
for food and medicine for Iraqgi
civilians hurt by continuing in-
- ternational sanctions.

The sanctions were imposed

after the defeat of Iraq. which

BRIEFLY

invaded tiny Kuwait in the
summer of 1990, by a US-led
coalition,

Nearly 134 million dollars
of the initial payout will go Lo
category "A" claimants — indi-
viduals forced to leave Iraq and
Kuwait — and about seven mil-
lion dollars to category "C°
claimants — individuals who
suffered losses of less than
100.000 dollars.

Governments have submit-
ted the documents on behalf of
their citizens.

tians are receiving the
biggest single chunk of initial
compensation money, with
23.334 claims totalling more
than 58 million dollars. They
are followed by Sri Lankans,
Indians and Bangladeshis.

Some 13.45 million dollars
has already been awarded to
category "B" cases which cover
serious personal injuries or
deaths of spouses, patents or
children caused by the war.

The next payment for "A"
and "C" claims is expected to be
made in August 1997. If UN 986
resolution is extended. About
575 million dollars is needed to
cover 230,000 successful
claims. the UNCC said.
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Mild quake shakes Philippines: »
moderate éarthquake shook the Philippine tourist resort of
Puerta Galera. south of Manila on Wednesday night. but there
were no reporis of damage, government seismologists said
yesterday. Reuter reports from Manila.
The tremor. measuring 5.9 on the Richter scale, was the sec-

ond

uake in the Philippines in less than 24 hours. A 7.0 mag-

nitude earthquake hit the southern Mindanao island before
dawn on Wednesday and caused a fire in Cagayan de Oro city.
However, no casualties were reported.

Tribesmen seize 20 in Nigeria:

Some 20 Westerners, including 16 French nationals

ave been

taken hostage by a local tribe on an oil platform of Nigeria. the
French Foreign Ministry said yesterday.

‘A ministry spokesman told Reuter that the hostages were
employees of the French company ETP. The rig was situated on
a marshy strech of land near the coast in the region of Houari.

he said.

3 gets heavy

jail term in France:

Two women and a man received heavy jail sentences late
Wednesday for raping a man after presenting him with a
10.450-franc {2.000 dollars) bar bill, AFP reports from

Jrenoble.

Bar hostess Ross-noelle Bleuse, 31, manageress Chantal
Macauda. 43. and Guy Erie, 41. a customer, tortured fireman
Michel Gentil. 26. forcing him to fellate the landlady's dog and
sodomising him with a champagne bottle.

Cyclone hits Papua New Guinea, 2 die:

Two people are dead. 23 are missing at sea and thousands are

homeless Thursday as Cyclone Justin _
Guinean coast, emergency officials said, AP reports from Port

unds the Papua New

Jerusalem to begin next week

JERUSALEM, Mar 13: Dely-
ing warnings ol violence and a
torrent ol world criticism, Is-
rael intends to break ground
next week on a disputed Jewish
settlement in Arab east
Jerusalem. a cabinet minister
said, reports Reuter,

The settlement plan is at the
heart of what former prime
minister and peacemaker Shi-
mon Peres called on Wednesday
the "biggest crisis in Israel's
ties with the PLO and the Arab
world" since its landmark 1993
peace deal with the Palestini-
ans.

Jordan's King Hussein
warned there was a "very strong
chance of violence" if Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
pushed ahead with plans to
build 6.500 homes for Jews on
the wooded hilltop called Jabal
Abu Ghneim by Palestinians
and Har Homa by Israel.

Internal Security Minister
Avigdor Kahalani told army
radio he discussed the plan with
Netanyahu on the prime minis-
ter's return Wednesday night
from a visit to Russia: "We
agreed, between US that next

week the work will begin on Har
Homa."

Kahalani's statement coin-
cided with a UN debate in which
the PLO urged the General As-
sembly to denounce the plan
and other Israeli policies it said
violated the peace process. :

Earlier in Gaza, Palestinian

President Yasser Arafat voiced .

hope a meeting of US, European
and Arab envoys on Saturday
would rescue Middle East peace
from the decpenln,F crisis.

AP adds, an Israeli peace

up is going to courl to stop
Egzslzrucﬁun of a 6.500-unit
Jewish huuslngsalj‘aruject in dis-
puted east Jerusalem, arguing it
is part of an illegal pattern of
discrimination against Pales-
tinian residents.

Although Israel confiscated
both Arab and Jewish land for
the Har Homa project, it plans
to build housing only for Jews,
Danny Seidemann, attnrpfy for

the group Ir Shalem, ‘said
Wednesday.

That constitutes illegal dis-
crimination against Arab resi-
dents. he said.

The group's appeal was to be
heard Wedn:sgg by the

Supreme Court.

The government has said it
will build badly needed infras-
tructure and grant building

ermits in Arab neighbour-

oods of east Jerusalem, which
it said would lead to construc-
tion of more than 3.000 homes.
But that promise was met with
skepticistn by Palestinians,
and Seidemann said he did not

expect the houses to actually be
built.

[srael has made similar
romises in the past but never
ollowed through. he said. "It's a
public relations ploy."
Palestinians were outraged
by Israel's decision to go ahead
with the Har Homa project, say-
ing it completes a ring of Jewish
neighborhoods that cuts off
Arab parts of east Jerusalem
from the West Bank.

Past challenges to the Har
Homa project were based on ap-
peals of land confiscations and
were rejected by the Supreme
Court. :

Seidemann said Ir Shalem

first raised its current chal-
lenge in 1994, but the court
ruled that the suit was prema-
ture until the Har Homa project
received final approval, which
it cid earlier this month.

Har Homa. like other
planned neighbourhoods in the
city, will be built with syna-
gogues and Jewish schools, and
will be unaffordable to most
Palestinians, Seidemann said.
In addition, because most
Palestinian residents of
Jerusalem do not accept Israeli
citizenship, they are not eligi-
ble to buy land there, he said.

The suit also says Israel's
building laws are discrimina-
tory because they will allow 3.2
housing units per dunam (one-
quarter acre) in Har Homa, but
only 0.69 units per dunam in
adjacent Palestinian villages.

Israel captured east
Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast
War and later annexed il.
Palestinians hope to establish a
capital in the eastern part of the
city, which Israel says must
remain undivided under Israeli
sovereignty.
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Indo-Pak PMs to meet
in May, hopes Gujral

NEW DELHI. Mar 13: India's
foreign minister said today he
was “very optimistic’ that the
prime ministers ol India and
Pakistan would meet in May af-
ter a series of clear-the-air
talks between the two South
Asian arch-rivals.

Inder Kumar Gujral told AFP
that official talks at foreign
secretary and foreign minister-
level could pave the way for a
meeting between HD Deve
Gowda and Nawaz Sharif in the
Maldives during the South
Asian Association for -Regional
Cooperation [SAARC) sumimit.

"There will be an opportu-
nity there for them to meet and
[ am very optimistic.," he said,
but gave no details of an agenda.

"Our foreign secretaries are
meeting at the end of March and
I will meet my counterpart at
the start of April — whatever is
discussed will set the tone for
further meetings.”

India and Pakistan. who
have fought three wars since
their independence in 1947,
have not held any oflicial talks
since 1994,

Their last summit was in
1989 when lormer Pakistani
prime minister Benazir Bhutto
met late Indian premier Rajiv
Gandhi in Islamabad, also
during a SAARC conference.

The two nations' relation-
ship has been blighted by a dis-
pute over the Himalayan terri-
tory of Kashmir.

Gujral, however. added that
the signals from both countries
suggested warmer ties. "We are
reacting very positively and
whatever | hear [rom Pakistan
is positive. I'm optimistic we
will be able to work something
out for good neighbourliness.”

6 held for plotting

to overthrow
Burundi govt

BUJUMBURA, Mar 13: Six
people have been arrested on
suspicion of plotting to over-
throw Burundian strongman
Paul Buyoya, an army
spokesman said today.

Colonel Isaie Nibizi told
AFP that two officers and six
civilians had been arrested and
accused of plotting an attack
against Buyoya.

Major Buyoya, a 47-year-old
Tutsi, seized power in this tiny
Central African nation on July
25 last year. ousting President
Sylvestro Ntibantunganya of
the majority Hutu ethnic group.
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A shop owner arranges maguazines outside his boo

kshop in front of an advertisement for

S

the Chinese translation of a biography of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat Thursday
in Beijing. The newly released book is selling quickly as Arafat is well known to most
people in China where the government has always supported the Palestinian cause.

— AFP/UNB photo

[srael won’t join

in int’l confce to
be held in Gaza
tOomOIrrow

JERUSALEM. Mar 13: Israel
yesterday angrily announced
that it will not participate in
the Palestinian-sponsored in-
ternational conference to be
held in Gaza Saturday, the
state-run Israel radio reported,
says Xinhua.

Acting Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister David Levy
made the announcement in a
strongly-worded statement dur-
ing a Knesset (parliament)
plenum session yesterday af-
lernoon.

Levy declared that Israel will
not agree to go to such a tri-
bunal to face an accusation fin-

ger. He warned that such a move.

could put the peace process into
a deep abyss.

Palestinian National Au-
thority (PIA) President Yasser
Arafat Tuesday invited the US.
Russia, the European Union.
Norway and Japan to attend an
international conference in
Gaza on March 15 to discuss the
current crisis in the peace pro-
cess stemming from recent Is-
raeli decisions on building set-
tlement in east Jerusalem and
redeployment.

Peruvian rebels, govt agree
to resume talks

LIMA. Peru, Mar 13: Talks
between the government and
hostage-holding rebels resumed
Wednesday after two sessions
were cancelled because first the
rebels. then the government, re-
[used to attend, reports AP.

Negotiators went into the
session after two mediators,
Archbishop Juan Luis Cipriani
and Canadian Ambassador An-
thony Vincent, announced that
an agreement had been reached
to resume the talks. They did
not elaborate.

The Tupac Amaru rebels
canceled a session Friday after
accusing the government of try-
ing to tunnel under the
Japanese ambassadors resi-
dence. where they are holding
72 hostages.

On Monday. government ne-
sotiator Domingo Palermo
failed to show up, saying condi-
tions for resuming the talks
had not been adequately de-
fined.

Wednesday's meeting was the
10th since February 11. when
the two sides begat negotiating
to end the hostages crisis,
which began Decemmber 17 when
the rebels stormed a gala cock-

tail party at the diplomatic
residence.

The rebels are demanding
freedom for hundreds of their
jailed comrades in exchanges
for the hostlages' release. Presi-
dent Alberto Fujimori has re-
jected that condition.

According o a poll released
Tuesday, 60 per cent of Lima's
residents disapprove of the way
Fujimori is handling the crisis.
Of those who disapproved. 20
per cent said too much time has
passed without a solution and
18 per cent said the president
should be more {lexible.

A similar poll by the same
company in January showed
that 66 per cent approved of the
president's handling of the cri-
sis. while 23 per cent disap-
proved.

In the latest survey by the
Compania Peruana de Investi-
gacion de Mercados, 76 per cent
saicl they would prefer that the
crisis be resolved through nego-
tiations, while 22 per cent
wanted a raid on the mansion.

The polling company ques-
tioned 400 residents of the capi-
tal on March 8 and 9. The poll's
margin of error was plus or mi-
nus 4.9 percentage points.
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Troops seize 37 wea

Indonesian troops have seized

ns in Jakarta:

foreign made weapons.

including 22 rifles from a village witch doctor, in an operation
against separatists in the province ol Aceh. Antara News
Agency said yesterday. Reuter reports from Jakarta,

It said the weapons seizures in three locations in the North
Sumatran province of Aceh, brought the total number of guns
found since May 1996 to 120 along with more than 8,000 rounds
of ammunition. Last month, 45 rifles were seized.

Child abuse rate rising

in US:

Child abuse in the United States is rising at an alarming rate.
the Children's Defense Fund (CDF) says in its latest annual
report released Wednesday. AFP reports from Washington.

In 1995. CDF says. 996.000 cases of abuse were reported to

child

protective services, up 25 per cent from 1990. Some

468.000 children were removed from their families in 1994, up

16 per cent from 1990.°

New NKP chairman named:

South Korean President Kim Young Sam has named lormer
Supreme Court judge Lee Hoi-chang as chairman of his ruling
New Korea party. state television reported yesterday. Reuter

reports from Seoul.

Lee. dubbed ‘Mr Clean' by the local media. has a reputation
for refusing to compromise his principles. Kim apparently
turned to the independent minded Lee in hopes of restoring his
political credibility badly damaged by a loan scandal.

Mahathir's partymen blast
S'pore minister's remark

JOHOR BAHARU. Malaysia,
Mar 13: About 100 members of
Malaysian Premier Mahathir
Mohamad's party today s a
two-hour protest in Johore,
" calling Singapore senior Minis-
ter Lee Kuan Yew "senile” for
branding the state a crime
-ridden place, reports AFF.

The members of the youth
wing of the United Malays Na-
tional Organisation (UMNO) in
Johore were at the airport in
this southern Johore state to
await Mahathir's arrival for a
two-day scheduled state visit.

The demonstrators held
banners to denounce Lee as
"senile and uncouth.” and de-
manded that Lee tender an

apology to the Malaysian gov-
ernment.

"We must make Lee Kuan Yew

apologise.” one of the demon-
strators shouted as Mahathir's
car drove away from the
and headed for the city.

Lee, in a document, had
described Johore as being a

S8-member N

KATHMANDU., Mar 13:
Nepal's new government an-
nounced an eight-member cab-
inet yester

Lockendra Chand was

appointed Prime Minister by.
Birendra to form the new

C tion government. reports
Xinhua.

Accor to a
ment issued
the members two
from ‘s National Demo-

cratic Party (RPP) four from the
(United
Marxist Leninist, PM-UML) and
two from the Nepal Goodwill

Communist Party

Party (NSP).

Prime Minister Chand will
also hold the of de-
lense and palace affairs.

state "notorious lor shootings,

mu and car-jacking.”
close aide of Mahathir
said the prime minister viewed

Lees remarks "very seriously.”
“The fact that he took the is-

sue to the Cabinet on Wednesday

shows that this Hmli hethis
taking it very seriously.” the
aide said. :

Lee made his remarks in an
affidavit to a defamation suit
brought against Singapore
Workers' Party member Tang

Hong, fled to Johore

after accusing Si 's lead-

ers of the lying

polls.

Mahathir is making a one-
day official visit to the state,
which is just across a short
causeway from Singapore. He
was scheduled to meet local
UMNO members. witness a cor-

ceremony and

te
unch an Internet homepage at

a resort.
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RASILIA. Brazil, Mar 13:
HeiEcting the idea of a "unipo-

lar" world dominated by the
United States, President
Jacques Chirac of France said
Wednesday that Europe and
Latin America must join to-
ether on the economic and po-
itical fronts, reports AP.

“Let's be ambitious and let's
be visionary!" the French head
of state said in an address to
Brazil's parliament. "Let's go
forward to meet our future!”

He also proposed the idea of
a summit — the first of its kind
— between European and Latin
America at the end of 1998,

Chirac spoke on the first
stop of a Latin American tour
that will also take him to
Uruguay, Bolivia, Paraguay,
and Argentina. The trip is
aimed at boosting trade with
Latin America, and warning the
region not to be sucked into a
US-dominated Iree-trade zone.

In his speech, Chirac de-

scribed a "new world order” that

will be “multipolar.”

“It is in the natural order of
things that the an Union
and the Mercosur (the trading
bloc of Brazil, Argentina,
Uruguay and Paraguay) will
turn today towards one an-
other."” he said.

"Their similarities, their
comimon hlstnrly. their rejec-
tion of a unipolar world com-
mand that they come together.”
he said.

Brazilian grenadiers played
a samba tune as Chirac was
welcomed at the presidential
palace by his counterpart, Fer-
nando Henrique Cardoso. He
spoke to a special session of the
two legislative chambers before
lunching with the Brazilian
head of state.

Chirac said a European-
Latin American summit should
"create a propelling structure
which will give strength. cohe-
sion, and common goals to our
political. economic. and cul-

tural relations.”

“It should mark the founding
act in a new and ambitious
partnership,” he said. -

Brazil considers Chirac's
visit a sign of France's desire to
revive a partnership it feels was
neglected during the govern-
ment of the late President
Francois Mitterrand.

Among Brazil's political in-
terests: French support for a

permanent seat on the UN Se-

curity Council, and French sup-
rt in the European Union for
razil's quest to lower com-
mercial barriers.

Chirac said he regretted
French business in Brazil is
"still insufficient," even though
Paris has doubled its exports
during the past five years.

The French invested heavily
in Brazil in 1996. including a
factory built by the Renault au-
tomaker, and they aim to make
inroads in the fields of defence
and telecommunications.

in the run-up to
the island state’'s January, 1997
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Zedillo (2nd L) and his wife Nidia (L) receive

farewell call by Japanese Emperor Akihito (2nd R) and Empress Michiko (R) at tl_le
entrance of the Akasaka guest house Thursday. Zedillo ended his four-day state visit in
Tokyo and will depart for the Japanese ancient capitol of Kyoto for a two-day private

visit.

— AFP/UNB photo

two days after

press state- .
the royal R

Other cabinet members and

pal's

are as lollowed.

Bam Dev Qautam (CPI-UML)

PM. home, industry,
10 oS

and o

Sahana Pradhan (CPN-UML)

forest and soil conservation.

R.K. Mainali (CPN-UML)

health
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UML) local development.

Radindra Nath Sharam

(RPP) finance, foreign affairs,
water resources and other four

Gajendra Narayan Singh
science and

(NSP) supplies
technology

Rameshwar Raya Yadan’
(NSP) law and justice, women

and social welfare.

| Union, Japan.

UNITED NATIONS. Mar 13:
The Palestinians won broad
support Wednesday within the
UN General Assembly as speak-
ers from throughout the world
called on Israel to reverse its
decision to build Jewish hous-
ing in historically Arab east
Jerusalem. reports ;:;PE

Speakers from the European
China, Aus-
tralia. Russia, Latin America
and Africa joined Muslim
states in branding the decision
to build a 6.500-unit housing

area. Har Homa, as a threat to
Middle East peace.

Several s kers also criti-
cised the ied States for veto-
ing a resolution in the Security
Council which would have

called on Israel to reverse its
decision.

"We greatly regret actions
taken by the government of Is-
rael such as the annexation of
land. demolition of houses. new

settlement construction n{lq
expansion ol seltlements

Dutch Ambassador Nicholas
Biegman said, speaking for the
European Union.

Arab ambassadors to the
United Nations asked for the

General Assembly debate after

the United States vetoed the Eu-
ropean-sponsored resolution
last Friday.

US Ambassador Bill
Richardson said he vetoed the
resolution because the United
.States believed the issue should
i:e resolved by the Palestinians

cabinet| Palestinians win broad support iIlIUNGE i

and the Israelis themselves.

But diplomats said most
governments believed the in-
ternational community was
obliged to take a stand because
the policies of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu threaten
to scuttle moves toward peace.

Japan's deputy UN ambas-
sador, Masaki nishi, said
Tokyo considers Israel's deci-
sion "regrettable” and that it
“runs the risk of jeopardizing”
planned talks on the status of
Jerusalem.

Indonesia's UN ambassador,
Nugroho Wishnamurti, said
other countries should act to
save the peace from the

wm policies of Is-

sponded positively and an-
nounced to send US Consul-
General in Jerusalem Edward
Abington to the meeting.

Sister Nirmala
to succeed
Mother Teresa

CALCUTTA., India. Mar 13:
Sister Nirmala, a Hindu con-
vert to Roman Catholicism. has
been elected to succeed Mother
Teresa as the leader of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity Order. the
office of the Archbishop of Cal-
cutta said today. reports Reuter.

"Sister Nirmala has been
elected as the successor ol
Mother Teresa.,” Archbishop
Henry D'seuza’s office said in a
statement released to Reuters in
the eastern Indian city.

The renowned missionary.
suffering from heart. kidney
and lung ailments. had said she
did not want to continue to lead
the Order she founded in 1948.

The election of Mother Tere-
sa's successor has been post-
poned twice since September. It
was first set for September 8,
but put off because Mother
Teresa was ill.

More than 100 nuns from
around the world then went
into retreat on January 16 and
had planned to vote in a secret
ballot on February 2. But the
Order's electoral college. appar-
ently unable to find a clear-cut
successor, decided instead to
hold closed-door deliberation
before taking a vote.

[.ankan forces

launch attacks
on LTTE base

COLOMBO, Mar 13: S5ri
Lankan forces launched air,
naval and artillery attacks on a
key base of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE])
rebels in the jungles of the
northeast early today. military
officials said.

"Alr force pilots have re-
rted direct hits on targets.” an
oflicial told Reuters.” Ground
troops monitoring rebel radio
transmissions say the rebels
are asking for reinforcements.”

The attacks were centred
around the so-called "14 Base’
complex of the LTTE in the jun-

les of the northeastern Mul-
aitivu district. 280 km (175

miles) IroLn Lile Lajpival
Colombo, the officials said.

Several camps in the base -

and others on the coast
have been destroyed in the
combined air-land-sea offen-
sive, they said. Attack aircraft
were taking on rebel targets

while na gunboats were
shelling | positions, they
added.

The LTTE is believed to have
luﬂmndk heavy casualties in the
attack.

and surgeons

WASHINGTON: Psychiatrists and surgeons are the physi-
cians that divorce most. according to a study published in the
New England journal of Medicine on Thursday. reports AFP.

The study which was done by John Hopkins University in
Baltimore. Maryland. established that the divorce rate was 51

per cent for psychiatrists. 33

per cent for surgeons, 24 per cent

for internists and 22 per cent for pediatricians and patholo-

gists.

The study which was done under the direction of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. is based on a 30-year-follow-up of
1.118 physicians who graduated from John Hopkins School of
Medicine between 1948 and 1964. .

Bid to become Guinness hero

NEW DELHI:

day. reports AFF.

Two Indian brothers have tried to
Guinness Book of Records by making a chain of can
measuring 2.7 kilometres (1.6 miles) newspapers said

et into the
wrappers
urs-

Brahmijit Singh Sindhu and Jagjit Singh Sindhu. both cap-

tains in the Indian army. glued together 26,000 wrap

pers. The

chain was displayed to journalists here Wednesday, the States-

man said.

Brahmijit Sindhu was quoted as saying the brothers were ob-
sessed with getting into the Guinness Book of Records.

US firm in opposing use of
int'l force in K Zaire

WASHINGTION, Mar 13: The
United Sta‘es stood firm
Wednesday in opposing use of
an international force to rescue
more than 200,000 refugees in
eastern Zaire, saying they are
too widely icattered to be lo-
cated, repor s AP.

State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns ac-
knowledgec” that a political and
humanitarian crisis exists but
said it is up to the Zairians
(hemselves to resolve it.

Burns dismissed as inconse-

uential an anti-American

emonstration in Zaire's capi-

tal, Kinshasa, on Wednesday
and he txﬁressed annoyance
with French officials and oth-
ers who contend the United
States is not doing enough.

The Rwandan refugees in
eastern Zaire have been up-
rooted by civil strife and have
"scattered north, south, and
west,” Burns said.

"They are in the forests.
they're in the countryside, they
are left to their own devices.
They're in large groups, theyre
in small groups. How could a
multinational force possibly
locate all those people in the
short term and hel em?"

He said the solution is for
Laurent Kabila. the rebel leader
whose forces control much of
eastern Zaire, to open co

so that the refugees can
to Rwanda.

Burns added that tlw United
States also is working with the
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees to get humanitarian
assistance to

urm

He also that
US efforts to a cease-
fire will bear

I an indirect reference to

French President Jacques,
Chirac, Burns criticised
who contend the United States

is not doing enough. He said the
1 billion dollars in assistance
to central African countries
since 1993 exceeds contribu-
tions other countries.

In lﬂ'rle two-year period end-
ing this September. he said, US
assistance to the area will have
totaled more than 500 million

dollars.

But. he said, the United
States can't control a situation
whose key elements include a
political crisis, a rebel offen-
sive and widespread suffering

by refugees. .

"so fundamentally, it's the

ople inside the country that
me got to act on behalf of their

own citizens and of the refugees

who find themselves unhap
in eastern Zaire,”" Burms a.a}dpuy

Albright to press
to sign UN
equal rights treaty

WASHINGTON, Mar 13: The
United States will incorporate
the concerns of women "into the
mainstream of American for-

eign policy,” Secret of State
Mg;:lelelnt Mhrlﬁpt said
Wednesday, reports AF.

Speaking at a State Depart-
ment celebration of Interna-
tional Women's Day, Al t
said she will press for t
United States to join a 17-year-
old United Nations treaty bar-
ring abuses against women. She
plans to issue this call during
an upcoming trip to North Car-

lina.

4 g:“u.m that it
is long past time Americans
to become to the Conven-
tion on nation of Dis-
crimination Women,"
Albright said.



