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ExEulsion of 74

SSC examinees

sparks violence,
—%l-dent killed

in police firing

COMILLA. Mar 13: A student
was killed when police fired on

a mob who went on rampage af- |

ter the expulsion of SSC candi-
dates at Chowddagram High
School centre ioday, reports
UNB.

Officia's and witnesses said
some 30 people including 13 po-

licemen were also injured in the

clash. Five of them sustained
bullet wounds in the police fir-

ing.

Witnesses said Shah Alam. a

Higher Secondary Certificate
(HSC) examinee of Chowdda-
gram Government College. rlied
on e spol.
Police said th
20 teargas shells and 40 bullets
to tame the crowd who went
berserk setting fire to public
property and damaging vehicles
after barricading tne Dhaka-

~ Chittagong highway.

The trouble ensued at about
11 am after seven magistrates.

See Page 12 Col 4

Dakhil examinees

agitate: Three
policemen hurt

From Our Correspondent

SHERPUR., Mar 13: Three po-
lice men including the Ofificer-
in-Charge of Sherpur thana,
were injured when angry stu-
dents threw brick bats at them
here today.

According to police. the stu-

dents started agitating when a
magistrate expelled
Dakhil examinees from the Id-

disia Madrasha Centre. The
ledd by one Monwar
attacked police on

students.
Hossain,

See Page 12 col 6

Objective exam of

DB SSC Eng 2nd
paper postponed

ev had to fire

FALGOON 30 1403 BS.

three

of a DU student who was killed yesterday.

ZILQUED 4

The Baily Star

DHAKA FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 1997

1417 HIJRI

OPP;)Siﬁon's cooperation Sougllt.
n([Let’s be partners 1n
development: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina last night appealed to
the opposition to he g build a
self-reliant economy by shun-
ning the path of destruction, re-
ports UNB.

"We don't want to take credit
alone. We want to run this coun-
try on consensus and sound
policies. “Extend¢your coopera-
tion and let's be partners of all
developmental works,"” she said
in Parliament.

Winding up a nearly 22-hour
discussion on the President's
address, the Prime Minister
urged her political opponents to
play a construclive role to win
the confidence of the people.

"Don't get your heart numb
with the pains of electoral de-
feat ... Next elections will be
held under a neutral caretaker
government and it is people

who will judge you if you could
lay a constiructive role’”
asina said.

In her 40-minute speech,
punctuated with cheers and
thumping of desks by treasury
benchers, the Prime Minister
touched on various steps and
achievements of her eight-
month-old government.

Gwing a resume of her gov-
ernment's activities in last
eight months., Hasina saigd Ad-
ministrative Reforms O1m-
mission. Local Government
Commission, Law Reforms
Commission and Pay Comimnis-
sion were set up to prepare re-
ports for smooth and efficient
running of the country.

Besides, she said. commit-
tees on education., health. in-
dustries. power. women and
children had been working Lo

formulate policies for develop-
ment in these sectors. The
committee for radio and TV au-
tonomy is expected lo submit its
report shortly.

Hasina said prices ol fer-
tiliser and essential commodi-
ties remained static and law
and order had improved.

Refuting the Opposition alle-
gation of political repression.
she said atler Assuming power,
Awami League set a unique ex-
ample by forming a government
of consensus.

Unlike in the past, Hasina
said, the present government
did neither arrest any leader of
the previous government nor
put. anybody to harassment
with the changes in the state
POWET.

"There was a lol ol chance to

See Page 12 col 5
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Bv DU Correspondent

A student of Dhaka Univer-
sity was gunned down by a
group of armed men, allegedly
belonging to a faction of pro-
BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), at Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Hall on the
campus early yesterday miorn-
ing.

gﬂrif Hossain Taj, a third
year student of Bangla Depart-
ment, was bullet-hit #n his
chest and shoulder and died on
the spot. He hailed from Sura-
dia in Chuadanga. according to
residents of the hall.

Besides, at least five others
including three students of the
university were injured in the
incident.

A group of JCD activists of a
rival faction attacked Banga-
bandhu Hall in a bid to ‘capture’
it at about 5:30 am. said some
resident students.

Opposition blasts
Kibria for
alleged share

market scam

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Sangsad yesterday
witnessed a two-hour long
lively 'general discussion' on
the recent upheavals in the
country's share market.

The Treasury Bench mem-
bers told the House that the pre-
sent situation of the country's
capital market was better than
that of the one it had inherited
from the preceding government.

On the other hand. the BNP
legislators asserted that the
government, by its failure to
nurse a growing capital market
left by the previous regime. had
eventually destroyed a potential
environment for attracting
both domestic and foreign in-

Debate on Ganges water-sharing

Lawmakers belonging to
BNP and Jamaalt-c-lslami yes-
terday denounced the 30-year
Ganges water-sharing treaty
saying that the accord was
signed to serve the interest of
India while deputies belonging
to ruling Awami League and
Jatiya Party appreciated the
treaty signed  Dbelween
Bangladesh and India.

They were taking part in a
two-hour general discussion in
the Jatiya Sangsad on the
treaty signed in New Delhi on
December 12 last year. As many
as 13 MPs representing the four
parties including three minis-
ters took part in the lively dis-
cussion.

India's interest served: BNP
K is an historic accord: AL

By Staff Correspondent

prior to the signing of the
treaty. A BNP legislator also
alleged that government had
signed the treaty "hastily and
secretly.’

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak. however, made it
clear that the government had
tried its best to consult the Op-
position before signing the ac-
cord and brushed aside the alle-
gation of striking out the treaty
in secret. "Mannan Bhuiyan or
Saifur Rahman, | know you are
not going to deny the fact now
that we even inviled your par-
ty's representatives to go along
w1th us to the treaty signing
ceremony. But you could not
make it as your leader (Begum
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JS session
prorogued

The long winter session of
the Jativa Sangsad was pro-
rogued ye&terdcw after transact-
ing business for 31 working
days, reports UNB.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury read out the proro-
gation order {rom President
Shahabuddin Ahmed at 11:15
pm.

The House began its winter
session. the third of the 7th par-
liament. on January 15 when
the President delivered his new
year's speech.

During yesterday's sitting,
arliament members held de-
iberations on two national is-

sues — the Indo-Bangladesh
Ganges Water Treaty and the
share market debacle.

Parliamerit, in 1its legislative
business, passed as many as 13
bills, including the Union
Parishad (Amendment) Bill. the

" Artha Rin Adalot (Amendment)

Bill, and the Bankruptcy Bill.

The Union Parishad {(Am-
endment} Bill empowered the
government to withhold
elections indetinitely after the
expiry of the tenure of the union
parishads.

Parliament Secretariat

See Page 12 col 6

Arafat, Mandela,
Demirel to join
Mar 26 programme

Several heads of state and
government. including South
Alrican President Nelson Man-
dela, Palestine President Yasser
Arafat and Turkish President
Suleman Demirel will come to
Bangladesh to attend the silver

jubilee of the independence. re-

ports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina disclosed this in Par-
liament last night. "We have re-
ceived confirmation from them
that they are coming to join the
ceremony of March 26." she
said during her concluding
speech on the President's ad-
dress.

One robbed,
stabbed

The three injured students

By Staff Correspondent
were identified as Shamsul, Bi-.

vestment in the coun In this
The objective examination regard. BNP MPH | the

All of the discussants from Khaleda Zia) had forbidden

student was killed yesterday. —Star photo
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E——

vesterday morning.

The victim, Golam Mostafa,
30. was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) with deep injuries in

The narrative part of the

same paper will be held as per
schedule, a press release of the
Dhaka Board said here last

CHT truce extended upto June 30

Y asmin murder

HelE for Ganges Barrage sought

=9

night.
The time table for the post-

poned examination will be an-

nounced later on.

HSC exams
from May 8

The Hi Secondary
tificate |
1997 under five
boards of the coun

on May 8, reports UNB. .

Details of the examination
schedule will be announced
from the concerned boards in

due time, said an official an-
nouncement yesterday.
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Dhaka, Delhi agree to

restore train services

Bangladesh and India have

agreed lo restore rail services
between the two countries and
also
restoration of other cross-bor-
der linkages to give a boost to
bilateral cooperation.

decided to examine

reportis
UNB.
The traffic Communications

were disrupted following the

Indo-Pakistan war in 1965.
An agreement to this effect

was reached at the 5th meeting

of the India-Bangladesh Joint
Economic Commission that
concluded in New Delhi on
Wednesday.

“The meeting, held in a cor-

dial atmosphere, had taken
several decisions to expand co-
operation between the two
countries. ;.mrl'.n::..!lzmrlj-,Ir in trade
and economic fields.” Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
told newsmen in the city yes-
terday.

Azad, who led the
Bangladesh side to the three-
day meeting, returned to Dhaka
yesterday afternoon. The host
team was led by Indian Foreign
Minister 1 K Gujral.

The copies of the agreed
minutes initialled by the two
foreign ministers were supplied

See Page 12 Col 1

Pakistan supports

sub-regional
grouping: FM

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad said Pakistan sup-

the planned sub-regional

ration in the eastern Hi-
ayan region, reports UNB.

“Foreign Minister of the last
caretaker government of Pak-
istan Shahabzada Yakub Khan
has endorsed it." Azad told a
to
newsmen at the airport upon
his return from New Delhi yes-
terday afternoon.

The Bangladesh Foreign
Minister forwarded the pro-
posal of the planned sub-re-
gional cooperation within the
SAARC to the latest of
the SAARC Council of Minis-
ters.

Held in New Delhi last De-
cember. the meeting was at-
tended by Yakub Khan.

The proposed sub-regional
cooperation groups :
See Page 12 Col 2

Sister Nirmala who has re-
placed Mother Teresa as the
head of the Missionaries of
Charity order yesterday.

(Sroty on Page 5)
—AFP Photo

Special PP for
punishment
to 3 accused

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR., Mar 13: The ar-
guments in the sensational
Yasmin rape and murder case
resumed in the special court
here today.

The judge of the special court
Abdul Matin, who is also the
District and Sessions Judge,
Rangpur heard the arguments.

Barrister Aminul Islam,
Gaziur Rahman PP and Azizur
Rahman Mostazir, Special PP.
concluded their arguments in
the case today.

While submitting his argu-
ments. Amirul Islam described
the facts of the case and ap-

See Page 12 Col 8

Sadhapur killings

Partex chairman,
sons granted

ad interim bail
By SC Correspondent

M Abul Hashem. chairman
of the Partex Group of Indus-
tries along with his two sons
Rubel alias Ashfak Aziz and
Rassel alias Showkat Aziz, has
been granted ad interim bail in
the Sadhapur. Savar murder
case,

The division bench of the
High Court Division compris-
ing Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman and Justice Iftekhar
Rasul granted them bail till
hearing of the petition for an-
ticipatory bail.

It was stated in the FIR that
on February 28 four persons
were shot czz-ad by the Ansars
and others during a confronta-
tion regarding taking posses-
sion of land.

See Page 12 Col 2

Next round of talks April 30

The two-day talks between
the National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts (NCCHT)
and leaders of the Parbattya
Chattagram Janasanghati
Samity (PCJSS) ended incon-
cluslveiy in the capital yester-
day.

"We had cordial talks and
agreed to extend the ceaselire
until June 30 and meet for an-
other ruund of dialogue on
April 30." Chief Whip of the

Jatiya Sangsad Abul Hasnat .

Abdullah, leader of the NCCHT

team. told reporters yesterday

evening.
Jyotindriyo

Bodhipriyo

Larma. leader ol the PCJS55. pu~

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat

chief Shantu Larma briefing newsmen after the talks yes-

terday.

By Special Correspondent

litical wing ol the Shan-
tibahini., who led his side for
the fourth round of talks with
the present government. stood
beside the Chiet Whip at the
press briefing alter the day-long
negotiations.

Securitymen pushed away
newsmen when they pressed for
getting close to the briefing
without microphone by Abul
Hasnat Abdullah. who wheeled
around sharp and left withoult
further words, announcing the
end of the talks., accord on ex-
tending the ceasefire which ex-
pires on March 31 and further
talks on April 30.

Larma remained tightlipped

Abdullah ﬂl{mg wlth Pf‘J"}b

—Star photo

Accord showmg positive results, says UNICEF chief

NEW YORK, Mar 13: UNICE-
F's Executive Director Carol
Bellamy has cited an initiative
by Bangladesh's t own-
ers on reducing c labour in
the country's expanding gar-
ments sector as an example of
practical agreement and part-
nership building, reports UNB.

In a letter to Wednesday's
daily New York Post. Bellamy
says that the initiative taken
foll an agreement reached
in July 1995 between the
Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and s Associa-
tion (BGMEA). EF and ILO,
seeks to remove all underage

workers from the garments sec-

tor. At the same time, it pro-
vides schooling and financial

g~ b

shown positive results. H{‘Enrd—
ing to the UNICEF chief, to date
the agreement has placed over
4 000 children in 135 new
schoolrooms and offered the
vacated positions to adult fam-
ily members.

in her letier, Bellamy argued
that child labour is not a simple
issue and it defies simplistic so-
lutions. She cautions against
imposing sanctions or using
boycotts against countries
where child labour is prevalent.

Saying that anﬁ compre-
hensive atiack on child labour
must advance on several fronts.
she defends programmes that
aim to release children imme-

diately from the dangerous and

hazardnus s:tuatiuns and re-
habilitate them with adequate

social services and educational

opportunities.

Through agreements such as
the one reached in Bangladesh,
real progress can be made, Bel-

lamy said.

‘ﬁ'&t agreement has also been
extensively discussed in the re-
cently released 1997 annual re-
port of UNICEF which focuses
on the global phenomenon of
child labour.

The report recalls that the
introduction of the Harkin Bill
in the US Senate. prohibiting
import of goods made using
child labour. resulted in the
dismissal of an estimated

Ellmmatlon of chlld labour from Bangladesh

50,000 children from their fac-
tories in Bangladesh. This
number equals nearly 75 per
cent of all children in the coun-
try's garment sector.

The UNICEF annual report
notes that while the introduc-
tion of the bill freed many chil-
dren from menial labour, most
of them were tra in a harsh
environment with no skills, lit-
tle or no education, and pre-
cious few alternatives.

The anti-child labour
agreemernt. reached between the
factory owners and the UN bod-
jes. tries to address this prob-
lem. It explicitly directed fac-
tory owners nol to dismiss any
child worker until a factory

survey was completed and al-
ternative arrangements could
I made for the [reed children.

This agreement has now led
to the placement of a growing
number of child workers in
schools and their return to
healthy social environment.

The UNICEF chief, in her let-
ter, also notes an agreement
signed three weeks ago in At-
lanta, USA, to eliminate child

labour in Pakistan's soccer ball
industry.

With this a ment, initi-
ated by UNICEF. ILO and Save

the Children, the world's lead-
ing sporting goods companies,
ingluding Iidﬁu: Adidas and
Reebok. have not to sell
soccer balls made in Pakistan

when pressed for details. Di-
pankar Talukder. a ruling party
MP. placed his tingers on his
lips in a gesture ol silence when
journalists chased him.

Oflficials also declined to say
anything.

Some sources. however, said
the PCJSS leaders, who were
flown to Dhaka for the second
time by a military helicopter
from their temporary head-
quarters at Dudukchhara in
Khagrachhari district for the
talks are leaving this murnm‘i_.,
The same helicopter will fly
them back.

Earlier they arrived there
from their sanctuary, believed
to be across the frontier. on
Tuesday. As it had been cus-
tomary earlier preceding the
peace talks. 13 security camps
and border posts were either
neutralised or rolled down

See Page 12 Col 1

his left thigh, hospital sources
said.

According to Sutrapur po-
lice. Mostata was attacked
when he along with his cousin.
was passing Tikatuli area in an
auto-rickshaw at about 9:30
am. A gang of four muggers at-
tacked them when the auto-
rickshaw was caught in a traffic
jam near Avishar Cinema Hall.

The muggers stabbed
Mostafa and snatched Tk five
thousand. a bank draft of Tk
2.55 lakh. gold ernaments and
other valuables, police said.

Police arrested two persons
— Arif and Sayeed — in this
connection.

WASA office

attacked 1n city
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two persons
on charges of damaging an of-
fice of WASA at Maddhya
Pirerbagh in Mirpur },rfsterda]y;

The local people attacked the
WASA office protesting short-
age of water in the area.

with child labour.

CHEHLUM

Chehlum of Mr. Khairul Kabir who
died of lung cancer at the age of 76
will be held today, Friday, March 14
at 4 PM at his residence — House No.
1A, Road No. 4, Gulshan.

All his friends, relatives and well-
wishers are requested to attend the
Chehlum and pray for salvation of

the departed soul.

Anwari Kabir
Ajmal Kabir
Sonia Imran

Elthem Kabir

Mishal Kabir



