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building vesterday to press their demands.

urke ra::le‘rs staged a sit-in demonstration in front of the Dhaka Stock Exchange

— Star photo

Kibna tells Jatiya Sangsad

BNP govt gave huge bank
loans on political ground

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria vesterday charged the
past BNFP government with in-
dulging in corruption and

oliticisation while extending
ank loans which resulted in
disaster in the economy, re-
ports UNB.

Taking part in general dis-
cussion on the president's
speech, he said huge amounts of
loans were handed out within
three-four days ol submitting
application to the banks just on
political ground during the BNP
rule.

But there is no trace of these
huge amounts of loans, he said
and pointed out that growth ol
credit to privale sector grew by
23.59 per cent in 1994-95 and
22.59 per cent in 1995-96 fiscal
yvears and this was because of
political purpose.

"Credits were directed Lo the
borrowers considering their
political affiliation rather than
their qualification,” he said,
adding that huge money luelled
inflation on one hand and led
to erosion of foreign exchange
reserve on the other.

In his deliberation. the
minister mainly Lried to reply
to the points raised by former
Finance Minister Saifur Rah-
man a couple of days back and
made counteroffensive by say-
ing that BNF had totally failed
in managing the economy.

"We had to take many hasty
decisions to remove the anar-
chy, indiscipline and burden of
losses created by the BNP gov-
ernment. We are bearing the
legacy of BNP's economic mnis-
management,” he told the
House.

Kibria said Saifur Rahman
mentioned the steps during his
11 yvears as the finance minis-
ter. but stopped short of men-
tioning the corruption. irregu-
larities and indiscipline in the
field of economy:.

He pointed out the perfor-
marnce of the banking sector as
an exammple and said 30 per cent
of the credit given by the na-
tionalised commercial banks
and 40 per cent by the private
banks had become non-per-

forming loans.

The culture of giving loan orn
political ground began in the
post-75 period. he said.

The minister pointed out
that the present government
had formulated a number of
laws such as the Bankruptcy
Act and the Artha Rin Adalat
Act in order to deal with the de-
fault loans and to build a strong
economic base.

Referring to the stock mar-
ket. Kibria said the former fi-
nance minister did not remove
any indiscipline and irregulari-
ties in the capital market, leay-
ing no option before the present
sovernment but to do those re-
OTTIL.

He also ruled out that the
withdrawal of lock-in siphoned
off money from the capital
market and said the loreign in-
vestors pul their money liere
and took away dividend and
Fmﬁt in legal channel created
W the past government,

Kidnapped girl
- rescued from
Pakundia

KISHOREGANJ. Mar 12: Po-
lice in a pre-dawn raid on a
house at Nayapara village in
Pakundia thana rescued a kid-
napped girl and arrested two
abductors today. reports UNB.

Police said two autorick-

shaw drivers — Engraj and
Achaj — of Nayapara village in
Pakundia thana ot the district
abducted Saleha Akter, a
worker of Columbia Garments.
from the capital's Mohakhali
area on March 6.
- Later, the two young men
brought Saleha of Bakerpur vil-
lage in Sadar thana of Chand-
pur district, at their home and
allegedly violated her.

Acting on a tip-off. Pakun-
dia police rescued Saleha
alongwith the two kidnappers
Lloday.

Police on the basis of Sale-
ha's statement filed a case
against 13 people.

|

Bangabandhu murder
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the special public prosecutor in
which he had mentioned that
his client did not want any one
to suffer the way 'her tfather' had
suffered. Thakur gave a picture
of his jail life and said, "if this
is not suffering, what else is suf-
fering."

Almost all the accused com-
plained of identical problems of
miserable living condition and
poor diet.

The court observed that until
the guilt was proved, the accused
were not guilty in the eyes of the
law and that they would be

rovided with the maximum
nefits as per the law.

The judge also advised the
prosecution side to take neces-
sary steps for improving the de-
plorable conditions inside the
prison and observed that the
accused would have to be kept
alive to receive the judgement
and also in mental and physi-
cal condition to face the trial.

The chargesheet in connec-
tion with the Bangabandhu
murder case was submitted to
the CMM's court on January 15
last, by the CID. A total of 24
persons were accused in the case
of which 14 are absconding, six
were facing the trial while four
others were not sent up for trial
as they were dead.

The six accused facing the
trial are former military offi-
cials: Syed Farooqur Rahman,
Sultan Shahriar Rashid Khan,
Mohiuddin Ahmed, Abdul Wa-

hab Joarder. former minister of
state for information Taherud-
din Thakur and Zobaida
Rashid, wile of another accused
absconder and former military
officer A Rashid Khandaker.

Some people chanted slogans
demanding immediate ex-
ecution of the accused while
they were boarding the prison
van on way to the court venue.
People gathered around the
crossing of the Dhaka Central
Jail and the nearby building
where Lthe court of the District
and Sessions Judge was trans-
ferred for the trial of the case.

Two platoons of armed po-
lice including the riot police,
besides the force of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police were de-
ployed around the court
premises and the road leading
to the court. Armed police were
also deployed outside the court
room,

The accused were produced at
the dock at around 10:50 am
and stayed there for about two
hours.

Serajul Huq, the special pro-
secutor, represented the prose-
cution side. From the defence
side Zobaida Rashid was repre-
sented by Advocate Mahbubur
Rahman, while Taher-uddin
Thakur, Farooq, Shar-iar, Mo-
huddin and Joarder were re-
presented by advocates S M
Mukul, Saifur Rahman, Habi-
bur Rahman al. T M
Akbar and Anwar Zahid Miah
respectively.
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Medical board
for Sonia

A seven-member medical
board was formed for acid bumt
Sonia at the directive of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, re-
ports BSS.

The board will be led by Prof
Mostafizur Rahman, Director
of the Islamia Eye Hospital, to
supervise the treatment of
young girl Sonia, who is now
under treatment at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Other members of the board
are: Profl Syed Mudasser Ali,
Director of the National Oph-
thalmology Institute, Prof
Saleh Uddin of PG Hospital,
eminent plastic surgeon Prof
Mohammad Shahidullah, Dr
Mohammad Sharfuddin
Ahmed of the BIRDEM, Dr Mo-
hammad A Z M Salek of the
DMCH and Dr M L Sen of the
Plastic Surgery Department of
the DMCH.

The newly-constituted medi-
cal board yesterday examined
Sonia at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

BCL-JCD clash
leaves 24 hurt
at Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 12: Police
arrested five people after the
student wings of ruling Awami
League and opposition BNP
clashed in the town today that
left 24 people wounded, five se-
riously. reports UNB.

The arrested were identified
as Bhola, Majnu and Azizul of
Chhatra League and Liton and
Ekram of JCD.

The five seriously wounded
were admitted to Sirajganj
Sadar Hospital.

Police and witnesses said the
clash began at 10:30 in the
morning when about a hundred
activists of JCD attempted to
regain control of the Sirajganj
University College, now under
the grip of Chhatra League.

The clash lasted for an hour.
Both groups used guns, sticks
and crackers.

Police charged batons on the
feuding groups and lobbed tear-
gas shells to bring the situation
under control.

Khaleda

From Page |
rested and kept detained till the
war ends, Bhuiyan added.

"In that situation it was not
unusual of being arrested. Pre-
sent Prime Minister was also
under arrest in a Dhanmondi
residence during the war.” the
BNP Secretary General said.

Mannan
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the precondition for stabilising

democracy. But the people could
not cast their votes in all the
by-elections held under this
government, he alleged.

Accusing the government of
massive politicisation, the BNP
legislator said it had politi-
cised every institution of the
country. Officials and employ-
ees cannot work freely for the
influence and politicisation of
the administration.

Political stability is a must
for development, he said, but
blamed the government for de-
stroying the economy. Bhuiyan
said export has not increased,
import has not increased. rev-
enue earnings have fallen and
the banking sector collapsed
because of misrule and mis-
management of this govern-
ment.

More mills and factories
were being closed down, electric
supply disrupted frequently and
Indian goods flooded the local
market due to rampant smug-
glir% he alleged.

astigating the government
for resorting to arrest and re-
pression on the opposition, the
BNP secretary general said the
government should not do
anything which might destab-
lise the situation.

All urgent decisions should
be taken lhIDL‘IFh discussion
with the opposition, he said
warning that if any decision
goes against the interest of the
nation then BNP will have no
alternative but to come out on
the street.

“Bangladesh at selected

| "Reserve service' policy for|

retd soldiers soon: PM

CHITTAGONG. Mar 12:
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
today said a "reserve service’
policy for the retired soldiers
would be formulated soon to ac-
tivate them in nation-building
activities, reports UNB.

"Although you are retired.
but that does not bring end to
our responsibility. You will

ave to make use of your
learning and experiences of
your soldier life.” she said at an
army reunion function.

“%uu still have a role to play
in the development activities in

reater national interest”,

asina said addressing a 'Dar-
bar' arranged on the occasion of
6th reunion of the East Bengal
Regiment Centre (EBRC) at Chit-
tagong Cantonment this
morning.

"Reserve service" policy for
the retired soldiers. the Prime
Minister observed., would en-
able them to play an effective
role in the national activities
and get necessary directives
from the army.

The Prime Minister recalled
with gratitude Bir Shrestha
Shaheed Sepoy Mohammad
Mostafa Kamal and Moham-
mad Hamidur Rahman. sol-
diers of this regiment, and three
hundred other soldiers who
were brutally killed in this
centre on the fateful night of
March 25, 1971.

She also recalled -ith deep
respect the memory u‘ the
founder of this regiment. late
Major Gani and Commander-
in-Chief of the Liberation War
Late General Ataul Gani Os-
mani.

Hasina resented that a
vested quarter had been dishing
out canards in a planned way in
last 21 years relating to Awami
League and the Armed Forces.

"They (vested quarter) tried
to mislead and create confusion
by saying that Rakkhi Bahini
was raised as rival of the army."

But Rakkhi Bahini was a
para-military force, as exists in
different countries, and forma-
tion of that force was deter-
mined by the necessity of that
time, she said. adding Rakkhi
Bahini was formed with the
freedom fighters.

The Darbar was attended,
among others, by Home Minis-
ter Major (rtd) Rafiqul Islam,
Mayor of Chittagong ABM Mo-
hiuddin Chowdhury, Major
General (Retd) Shafiulah MP,
Major General (retd) Abdus
Salam MP, Col (retd)] Showkat
Ali MP, Col (retd] Farooque
Khan MFP and other high civil
and military officials.

Members of the shaheed
families and veteran tigers’
families including Begum
Ghani, wife of Late Major MA
Ghani. Begum Wahida Wasiud-
din, wife of Lt Gen Khwaza Wa-
siuddin, were also present.

Earlier. on her arrival, the
Prime Minister was received by
new colonel of the regiment
Chief of Army Staff Lt General
Mahbubur Rahman and the lo-

cal area commander, Major
General Muhammad Abdul
Matin.

Later, she placed wreath at
Ajana Shaheed Samadhi (the
unknown martyrs graveyard).

_Experts to set modalities
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ints
contiguous to the border be-
tween the two countries.

They agreed to set up a group
of experts to examine and make
recommendations on issucs
such as points of entry, list of
tradeable produce, terms of
payments, quantitative limits,
customs and immigration
modalities.

On science and technology,
the Bangladesh side raised the
problem of arsenic contamina-
tion in some areas of
Bangladesh and West Bengal
and suggested technical coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries to tackle the problem.

The Indian side suggested
that as indicated by the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR), India, a set of
nominations had been received
from Bangladesh for higher
training and studies in India.
Therefore, the Indian side said
Bangladesh could utilise this
arrangement to study and solve
the arsenic problem.

The Bangladesh side pro-
posed a joint project on solar
energy development while the

Chand announces

cabinet

KATHMANDU, Mar 12: King
Birendra of Nepal today swore
in Prime Minister Lokendra
Bahadur Chand, 58, at a simple
function at the royal palace,
state-run radio said, reports
AFP.

High-level government offi-
cials. military and police per-
sonnel were also present at the
ceremony, it added.

After taking the oath of of-
fice, Chand then swore in his
seven appointed cabinet col-

€5.

The new coalition govern-
ment is composed of two right-
ist National Democratic Party
(NDP) MPs, four from the Nepal
Communist Party-United
Marxist and Leninist (NCP-
UML)} and two lawmakers from
the pro-India Nepal Sadbha-
vana Party (NSP).

Chand has been Prime Min-
ister twice before under the so-
called partyless panchayat slys—
tem when King Birendra ruled
with almost absolute authority.

The system collapsed in
1990 following widespread pro-
democracy demonstrations and
Birendra became a constitu-
tional monarch.

Indian side agreed that the issue
could be discussed between the
concerned ministries under the
pmgramme of cooperation.

oth the sides agreed to the
r.storation of Benapole (Bang-
ladesh) Petrapole (India)
broad-gauge rail-link to facili-
tate traffic by rail, in addition
to tiie existing railway routes.

The two sides discussed the
possibilities of train services
between Bangladesh and India.
interalia, connecting Ajmeer
and other holy places. They
agreed that the matter would be
further examined by the rail-
ways of Bangladesh and India.

The meeting identified three
proposals for iminediate action
to improve further the telecom-
munications between the two
countries.

These are : Augmentation ol
ISD circuits via satellite, using
digital circuit multiplexing

uipment (DCME), setting uE
g? alternate terrestrial lin
between Brahmanbaria and
Agartala, and upgradation of
Krishnanagar-Chuadanga mi-

crowave link to 34 MBJT digital
microwave link.

Business Advisory

body meets

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdh yesterday chaired a
meeting of the Business Advi-
sory Committee at the Jatiya
Sangsad in the city, reports
BSS.

The meeting fixed schedules
for unfinished business of the
current session. It also dis-
cussed important national is-
sues which may be raised at the
coming session.

The meeting was attended by
Business Advisory Committee
member Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Local Govern-
ment, Rural Development and
Cooperatives Minister Zillur
Rahman, Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofael Ahmed,
Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Abdul-
lah, Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Prof A Q@ M Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Chief Whip of the
opposition Khondoker Delwar
Hossain, Jatiya Party chief
Hussain Muhammad Ershad
MP, Mohammad Saifur Rah-
man MP. Advocate Mohammad
Rahmat Ali MP, Parliamentary
Advisor to the Prime Minister
Suranjit Sengupta, Whip Prof
ﬁﬁqu! Islam and M K Anwar

.he got

Father hands over son
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the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) with serious
burns in her eyes and other
portion of the face.

The OC of Kotwali thana
said, Chan Miah confessed that
he threw acid at Sonia follow-
ing her refusal to marry him.

"What more could | take as
reward when | am handing over
my own son to police," said
Hashem as some policemen and
onlookers said about the re-
ward of Tk 30,000 announced
by the Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice (DMP) Tuesday for infor-
mation leading to the arrest of
Chan Miah and Abdul Quddus.
wanted in connection with an-
other acid-throwing incident in
the city.

Abul Hashem started search-
ing different possible places
and lastly found his son at their
village home at Sirajdikhan in
Munshiganj yesterday. Later,
he along with his eldest son
took Chan Miah to the Jatiya
Press Club at about 4:30 pm and
later handed him over to the
Kotwali police, witnesses said.

"All my life I worked with
children in primary school.
How can [ tolerate when my son
could cause such a harm to a
yuunq‘glrl,“ added the father.

Police were hunting the per-
son who supplied acid to Chan
Miah. An officer of the Kotwali
thana, quoting Chan Miah, said
e acid from a battery
shop in the locality.

Meanwhile, Abdul Quddus,
24, wanted in connection with
the acid-throwing incident at
Meradia under Shabujbagh

thana surrendered to the police
yesterday afternoon.

However, till last night, he
denied his involvement in the
attack on Sathi, 10, said an ol-
ficer of Shabujbagh thana.

The ward commissioner of
Meradia area and some local
people took Abdul Quddus, son
of Abdul Qader to the thana at
about 1:30 pm for surrender,

said police adding they were in-
terrogating the accused last
night.

Qader threw acid at Sathi,
daughter of Abdul Khaleq. when
she was taking her meal at their
house at Meradia Bhuyanoara

Monday night, said police.

Benazir to urge
PPP to choose

new leader

ISLAMABAD, Mar 12: For-
mer premier Benazir Bhutto
has said she would urge her
Pakistan People's Party to
choose a new leader despite be-
ing named by the party as life-
long president, it was reported
today, says AFF.

She told reporters she had
played her role in politics and
she was not aspiring to return
to r or work as opposition
leader, The Dawn newspaper
reported. .

Benazir made the statement
in Lahore a day after a high-
level PPP meeting in Islamabad
endorsed her as the party s pres-
ident for life.

]
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Demra thana
OC closed

By Staff Correspondent

The OC of Demra thana.
Shahabuddin Ahmed, was
closed Tuesday and was taken
to Razarbagh policeline on
charge of missing power, ac-
cording to police,

Meanwhile, a group of people
ut up a barricade on the road
etween Syadabad and Jatra-

bari at about 11 am yesterday,
creating a heavy traffic jam on
the busy road for about an hour.
Later. some senior police offl-
cials rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control.

Grameen cellular

phone service
by March 26

An interconnection arran-
ement t was signed in
haka yesterday between
Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board FHI'EI'B] and
Grameen Phone to facilitate the
latter to go into operation for
cellular telephone service in the
country by March 26, an
official handout said, reports
BSS.

BTTB chairman M H Choud-
hury and Director Coordina-
tion of Grameen Phone A R
Saber the ment on
behalf of their respective organ-
isations.

Minister for Post and Tele-
communications Mohammad
Nasim, Managing Director of
Grameen Ban of Dr Mo-
hammad Yunus, Managing Di-
rector of Grameen Phone, |
Skaar and senior officials of
the ministry, BTTB and
Grameen Phone were present.

The government signed an
agreement with three private
organisations for providing cel-
lular telephone service in the
country on November 11 last
year. e organisations are

Grameen phone, T M Interna-
tional Sheba Telecom (Pvt)

Ltd.
Samad Azad calls

on Sharma, Gowda

NEW DELHI, Mar 12: Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
called on Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowca at the latter's office
here today. reports BSS.

During the meeting the For-
eign Minister conveyed to Deve
Gowda the greetings of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Later, Abdus Samad Azad
called on the Indian President
Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, at
the Rashtrapati Bhaban.

PM’s stand on
SPA a breach
of promise: WP

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Workers
Party has criticised Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina for her
government's decision not to
repeal the Special Powers Act.

The standing committee of
the Workers Party Politburo at
a meeting in the city yesterday
said the Awanmi League govern-
ment's decision not to repeal
the Special Powers Act is "a
breach of promise given to the

e

l:MP:E"II:‘}hat: meeting held with
Rashed Khan Menon in the
chair, reminded Sheikh Hasina
that they while in
the opposition had repeatedly
promised to repeal the Act in-
troduced by the AL government
in 1974.

Independent HRC
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Explaining the limitations
of the laws relating to govern-
ment sponsored HRCs in India
and Sri Lanka, the organisa-
tions said that the Commission
must enjoy the legal right to
conduct investigations into any
reported incident of human
rights violation, and that it has
to have an inherent power and
mechanism to punish those
found responsible for any hu-
man rights violation, without
any interference of the govern-
ment.

For the sake of neutral func-
tioning of the Commission,
they said that the HRC must

have absolute authority to ap-
point its own staff,

The organisations also de-
manded that the government
should open a dialogue with
cross-sections of people, spe-
cially the legal and human
rights experts.

CHT settlers

From Page 1

pmziple is very poor,” she said
and called upon all to put in

united efforts to change the lot
of common people.

Sheikh Hasina said since
assuminﬁ bpé:mwer, the govern-
ment ha en trying to solve
all the outstanding problems.
She cited the Ganges water
treaty with India and steps to

solve the Chittagong Hill Tracts
problems.

Earlier, Commissioner of
Chittagong Division, Commis-
sioner of

hittatfung Metropoli-
tan Police and deputy commis-
sioners and Eﬂlice supers of
Rangamati, Bandarban and
Khagrachhari apprised the
Prime Minister of the law-and-
order situation of their respec-
tive areas.

From Page 1

But he bolted inside the
highwalled villa when asked
whether his 'buascf s' declined to
talk because of di i

Earlier, Ma rm
Mohiuddin Choudhury. who
had flashed optimism about the
talks in January, arrived at
Meghna. But he had nothing to
tell the newsmen as he had just
arrived.

The talks were described to
have a nice . But it en-
tered rough waters on the tricky
issues of the expulsion of set-
tlers and land rights, sources
said.

No immediate breakthrough
was expected as the PCJSS
stuck to its demand for expul-
sion of the settlers. But talks
are likely to continue today. It
might even roll into the next
day. the sources said.

The PCJSS delegation in-
cludes its top leaders, Sud-
hasindhu Khisa, Raktoutpal
Chakma and Gautam Chakma.
Sudhasindhu Khisa did not at-
tend the last round of talks.

3 killed, 14 hurt
in road accident

JOYPURHAT, Mar 12: Three
people were killed and 14 others
injured when a minibus ran off
the road and fell into a ditch
near Kalai thana headquarters
on Bogra-Joypurhat road today.
reports UNDB.

Police said two passengers —
Farook, 12, of D:wanganﬂ
thana of Jamalpur and Tarajul,
45, of Sonatola thana of Bogra
— died on the spot when the Bo-

ra-bound minibus from
anchbibi rolled into the ditch
at about 2:30 pm.

Another unidentified pas-
senger died at Sadar Hospital
soon after admission. The =
ies were sent to the hospital
morgue for autopsy.

ree of the injured were
admitted to Kalai thana Health
Complex while another was
rushed to the sadar hospital.

Police seized the bus, but the
driver and his helper fled the
scene. A case was filed.

Another report from Jessore
says, an old man was crushed
under the wheels of a truek on
Jessore-Banapole road at Ben-
e-Ali in Jhekargacha thana to-
day.

F’Ihe victim was identified as
Wajed Ali, 50, a farmer of Bod-
khana village in Jhekargacha.
He met the accident while cross-
ing the road.

The body was kept at Jessore
Hospital morgue. A case was
filed with Jhekargacha thana.

CHT talks resume

As was followed earlier be-
fore the negotiations, authori-
ties neutralised 13 border out-
posts and security camps alon
the frontier in and aroun
Dudukchara. Security forces
were withdrawn from eight
camps or outposts. Five camps
were neutralised, leaving their

personnel staying inside the
camps.

It had been the 19th round of
negotiations since peace talks
began in the mid eighties.

AL-JP clash at
Jessore: 10 hurt

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Mar 12: Ten per-
sons were injured in a clash be-
tween the activists of the Jatiya
Party and the Awami League
here today.

The clash ensued over drop-
ping tenders for a market.

Police said several rounds of

unshots were traded and some
O crackers exploded during the
three-hour long fight.

Of the injured, two JP work-
ers — Mohammad, 25, and Sai-
ful, 28 — were struck by bullets.
The injured were undergoing
Ireatment.

Police arrested Jewel from
the scene with a double-barrel
gun -

Lalon Academy
team goes to
Calcutta today

KUSHTIA, Mar 12: A 20-
member team of Kushtia Lalon
Academy leaves here for Cal-
cutta today on a four-day visit
to India to attend Lalon Festi-
val there, reports UNB.

The team, comprising
singers and officials. will take
part in three days' programmes
of the festival that begins on
Friday, said a release of the
Lalon Academy here today.

During their three-day visit,
at the invitation of the West
Bengal government, the folk
singers will perform Lalon
songs at the programmes to be
held in five West Bengal cities,
including Calcutta.

The team members are Fakir

Abdur ,Razzak, Nazrul Islam,
Shah AE%HZT LUIN Shah, Abdur
Rah Fakir, Fakir Monohar
Shah, Gautom Kumer, Naimul
Karim, Abdul Quddus, Pagla
Bablu, Parul Parveen, Selina
Akhter Chumki, Kangalini Su-
fia, Aklima Khatun Sumi,
Saira Shaheen Boni, Babar Ali,
Masud Qoraishi, Anirudhya
Banerjee, Abdur Rashid Choud-
hury and team leader advocate
M M Rezaul Hugqg.

Ershad: BNP jeopardised
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Oli Ahmed's recent statement in
parliament that he (Oli) had
talks with Gen (Retd) Latif on
tht;Enlf course and his plea that
Ershad should disclose names
of those who had taken mone
from him, Ershad said he would
disclose it in due course on Gen
Latif's release from jail.

"I must disclose it to the
people with all evidences and
witnesses, who were involved in
that political horse-trading,” he
told the House. _

Refe to the events that
led to his fall, General Ershad
said he had stepped down vol-
untarily as all political parties
demanded a free and fair elec-
tion.

"If I wished, a soldier, I
could have started a war (with
them) whatever be the outcome,
but I did not do it," he said. As
he narrated his story, some
BNP members jeered at him.

Responding to various ca-
nards against his after his fall.
Ershad said it was an irony of
fate that those who once spread
scandal against him were now
facing the same fate. Newspa-
pers were coming out everyday
with various stories about
them, he added.

Referring to the word "autoc-

racy" labelled against his
regime, the JP chairman wel-
comed it as a decoration, recog-
nising his work for the people.
About the Special Powers
Act, Ershad said he had
scrapped the law before his res-

ignation. "It is inconceivable
for me how a political party
supports the law while in

and hate it after losing power.

About various reforms dur-
ing his time, the former Presi-
dent said some vested groups
did not like his reform pro-
grammes which failed to protect
their interesis.

Coming back to President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed's
Janu 15 speech, he said that
in parliamentary democracy,
the president is not the head of
government, he is the symbol of
national unity and prestige.

He suggested that instead of
the President, the Prime Minis-
ter as the head of government
should deliver speech in par-
liament highlighting the gov-
ernment's policy, programme
and vision so that MPs could
make criticism on it.

"Because, if the President is
undermined, the entire nation
is undermined. We cannot be-
little the President who is the
symbol unity and prestige.”
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eradication, the Mayor said
that it would not be possible as
the Ministry of Environment
did not think it an environ-
ment-friendly idea.

Mayor Hanif said that he
had seen a light of hope when
the Coordination Committee
was formed earlier comprising
all service agencies and min-
istries.

"l still hope that my original
idea of Dhaka Metropolitan
Government is under active
consideration of the Prime
Minister," the Mayor said re-
plying to a question on his
pledge to make the city terror-
ism-iree.

"Unless the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police is under
my jurisdiction, I can not han
dle the law and order situation
The police have to accept my
ideals, my orders so that [ am
able to root out terrorism.” He
said.

Replying to a question about
water-| in the city, the
Mayor said that he had lalked
to the WASA Chairman during
the last meeting of the Coordi-
nation Committee and was as
sured that 80 to 90 per cent of
the city’s water-logging problem

solved.

Hanif: I will succeed ]

At one stage, Mayor Hanif
gave the newsmen a list of
works done and undertaken by
the DCC during the last three
years.

The Mayor appealed to all
city dwellers to dis of their
garbage between 10 pm and 5
am. I appeal to Yyou
(journalists) to help me create
awareness among the citizens,’
he added.

When asked whether he
would consider resigning as
demanded by Abul Hasanat. a
former Mayor, Hanif replied
that he was well aware of the
“political character” of the for-
mer mayor.

"l am the first elected Mayor
of the city and if the City Corpo-
ration dealt with one issue like
mosquito eradication, 1 would
definitely consider resigning,
Hanif replied |

The press conference was
then witnessed commotion and
disorder as a section of the
newsmen stood up to leave the
room.

The Mavor thanked the
newsmen for attending the
press conference and requested
them to join him in a lunch

A good number of the 108
ward commissioners of the city
were present on the occasion




