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Trade Reform

Instead of increasing, Bangladesh's share in
world export has come to dwindle over the years,
says a recently published World Bank study paper.
In 1972 we contributed .09 per cent of the total vol-
ume of global export. Twentytwo years later, in
1994 that figure scaled down to .06. This indeed is
a sad commentary on the performance of the inter-
regnum governments in this vital aspect of na-
tional economy.

So, to be anywhere near the nations that have
stolen march over us in the quest for economic
consolidation and stability, we need to make up for
the lost time in the most vigorous and innovative
way possible. Although the government is commit-
ted to an export-oriented growth strategy and has
put one vaguely in place, the same has not gathered
desired pace, observes World Bank Action Note.
This is owed to the dearth of some further reforms
in our already reformed trade policy. Singling out
the successes of the reformist policy as seen in the
narrowing of difference between world and domes-
tic prices, a fact that should work as a disincentive
force to smuggling, the paper calls for further re-
moval of incentives of smuggling and duty evasion
through the underpricing of imports from the cur-
rent trade regime.

While the substance of the technical observation
that trade policy reform is yet to shift incentives
fully towards the production of exportables is in-
contestable, the prescription for further import
liberalisation and tariff reform as sine qua non
for this to happen, does not settle on our con-
sciousness with such consummate ease.
Bangladesh has gone for import liberalisation in a
big way by either removing or minimising tariff
barriers for various items intended for our market.
This has led to a further deterioration of the ema-
ciated health of indigenous industries.

An import policy weighted towards a larger pro-
curement of capital, intermediate and production-
related goods as distinguished from shopping lux-
ury or consumerist items is considered to be ideal
for the growth of exports.

In the ultimate analysis, however, export com-
petitiveness is made up of the price and quality of
the merchandise we offer.

Does not Wash

Former President and Jatiya Party chief HM Er-
i shad does not seem to have changed much: he con-
tinues to spring surprises the way he did when he
was in power. The latest of his surprises concerns
his recalling a desire to return to the barrack after
the polls he had wanted to hold in 1884 but did not
quite succeed in doing so. The JP chief earned the
fame as a master juggler and the same streak can
easily be discerned in this latest statement by him.
He blames the BNP in particular for its refusal to

autocrat is desperate tb give the impression that ifi:
the political parties had agreed to take part in his
proposed polls of ‘84, the course of the country's
history would have been different. What he wants
to say is that he was reluctant to continue with the
martial law.

Why is Ershad so keen to convince people of a
different role he wanted to play than the one we all
know he played, calling into action all the guiles
and manipulative skills at his command ? That
the man has political ambition is no secret and he
seems to be preparing his ground inch by inch.
What he says is not what he always means. If this
was a trade-mark of his politics before his ouster
from power it has not changed since. Politics of
this kind must look for a scapegoat and Ershad has
a ready one in the BNP. A closer look into the mo-
tive of this man might reveal that he tends to
heighten his own image. In that exercise who could
be a better target than the BNP which is now in the
opposition?

The deposed ruler is trying to give yet another
impression of his love for democracy. We all know
how democratic he was when in power. Dwelling
on political horse-trading he once again holds the
BNP responsible for the vice and the message he
wants to drive home is that it was the BNP which
actually delayed the process of democracy. We
doubt if the ploy is going to work any more. He may
have thought that people have failed to read be-
tween the lines of his speech. He is mistaken. Peo-
ple understood well what he said and what he
meant. It is wrong to think that people are foolish.
They hardly need lecturing from anyone — least of
all from a proven autocrat — on democracy.

Plastic Poison

We have joined the anti-plastic bandwagon. But
how effectively? Until now this solidarity has been
an ineffectual one with people hardly grasping the
deadly effect of the unscrupulous use ot plastic ma-
terials and polythene bags.

These temptin%ly handy containers are used in
the carrying of all sorts of buyable necessities.
Alarmir:ﬁly, they are more in vogue at the gro-
ceries, the places that provide the ingredients for
our daily meals. Elements threatening human
health which are inherently present in the poly-
bags very easily make their way into to our health
and render us vulnerable to a frighteningly long
list of diseases ranging from stomach ailments to
leukemia. Their prolonged use jeopardises the
functioning of the kidney and brain, too. Besides

these multiple health hazards, we have this enor-

mous threat to our ecosystem. Polythene is imper-

ishable or indestructible. They will either disrupt
the drainage system or tell on the fertility of the
soil because the chemical they are made of eat
away earth's ability to purify oxygen.

We do not seem to have any idea the enormous.
health problem we are destined to face if we con-
tinue to be such professed friends of plastic con-
tainers and poly bags.

The health department of the government needs
to launch a vigorous and relentless campaign to
warn people about the health hazards posed by the
rampant use of plastic. Along with immediate and
effective ban on the production of polythene bags,
the ent should make the optimal use of the
mass electronic media to help people form a plas-
| tic-free habit.
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Current Indo-Bangladesh Relations: A Preliminary

O make an objective, alb-

eit preliminary, assessm-

ent of a highly sensitive,
supercharged subject as this one
is almost an impossible task.
Any such attempt is fraught
with the danger of being
branded as partisan, prejudi-
ced. uninformed and even
distorted. Yet. some people have
to make an attempt. though it
may be like hitting at the
hornet's nest.

Next week, the famous or
infamous Indo-Bangladesh
Friendship Treaty is due to ex-

ire. atever may have been
he rationale of the Treaty at
the time of its signing has lost
its validity and usefulness quite
some time ago. Both the ruling
party and the opposition have
publicly committed themselves
not to renew the Treaty on its
expiry. The government is ex-
pected to abide by it and to
make a policy statement. With-
out this, an element of uncer-
tainty may be added to its future
course of action which is not
desirable.

The resumption of power by
the Awami League government
in Dhaka has caused a remark-
able stir towards promoting
multi-faceted cooperation be-
tween the two countries. It ap-
pears as though the Indian gov-
ernment had been waiting for
this day when a friendly gov-
ernment of their choice sits at
the helm of affairs in
Bangladesh and becomes bene-
ficiary of all what the former
could provide. There are histor-

fcal reasons for it, no doubt.

That does not necessarily mean
that the other governments
were not friendly. But even if
they have been, they were not as
friendly as the present one. As a
matter of fact, all intervening
governments have, in some
measure, tried to solve some of
the outstanding problems be-
tween the two countries. The
Indian response, for diverse
reasons, was not that warm.
The most vexed issue obvi-
ously has been the one relating
to the sharing of waters of the
river Ganges. The Awami
League claims that they have
done wonders by concluding a
treaty on the water issue and of
substantial duration which
other Parties had not been able
to do. The fact that the Indian
government has been made to
make some formal commit-
ment to sharing the waters of

e —

TMIWWMJMMEMMMHMMMMMWMEEMM
time this article is published. People would hope that our government does not commit itself to doing things
which are disputed and a large section, if not a majority of our people, are doubtful about s propriety.
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the Ganges after so many years
of inaction is, in fact, an
achievement for the Awami
League government. Whether
ﬂl:ﬁ]\{eaty is fair and that it has
taken necessary measures 1o
safeguard all interests of
Bangladesh is another maitter.
There are substantial differ-
ences of opinion on this aspect
of the issue among people here.

The Treaty has been sub-

jected to criticism mainly on

grounds that it has incurﬁm-
rated in itself a jugglery of fig-
ures which have not been sub-
stantiated and may not be able
to stand the test of time. The
discharge of water to
Bangladesh has been less than
the quantum envisaged so far.
The absence of a guarantee
clause and that of a provision of
arbitration which exist in al-
most all such international
agreements also appear to be
among the principal drawbacks
of the Treaty.

From the negative side, the
West Bengal Chief Minister's
statement that the interests of
his state and its capital have
been adequately safeguarded
nullifies the earlier contention
that the availability of waters
at Farakka is not adequate to
meet the demands of both West
Bengal and Bangladesh. The ab-
sence of a befitting provision in
the Agreement, pledging a time-
framed course of action for un-
dertaking effective measures
sincerely for permanent aug-
mentation of waters in the
Ganges, constitutes another
shortcoming of the Treaty.

What is being much talked-
about in this connection is
whether any concessions or fa-
cilities have been granted to
India in return for the water
treaty. The government has ve-
hemently denied any quid pro
guo made on this deal. The op-
position believes otherwise.
They contend that even if no
formal declaration was made,
there must have been tacit
agreement between the two gov-
ernment as to what would India
get in return. They cite the cases
of Asian Highway transiting
through Sylhet-Tamabil point,
sub-regional grouping and per-
haps the Chittagong Hill Tracts

issue. There may have been oth-
ers. No amount of discussions,
arguments and persuasion
would deter the government
from doing what they had
committed earlier, according to
many BNP stalwarts and the
rank and file.

The next burning issue re-
lates to the massive disparity of
trade between the two countries.
It is monumental, in an un-
heard of ratio, against
Bangladesh. The Indian gov-
ernment has to agree to taking
effective measures to rectify at
least a reasonable part of this
gross imbalance. at is even
more dangerous is_the bulging
illegal trade between the two

\

work. The SAARC Charter itself
envisages within its own
[ramework such cooperation
among some of its member
countries. Under Article 7, pro-
vision has been made to consti-
tute/form action committees to
implement a specific project.
These action committees are to
be appointed by the Standin
Committee, which is com
of Foreign Secretaries of
SAARC countries. So, without
establishing a parallel institu-
tion, the same cooperation can
also be forged

Let India take up one issue,
such as long-term augmenta-
tion of waters of the Ganges, in-
voking cooperation with Nepal.

Y

Current and

by M M Rezaul Karim

Crosscurrent

countries, especially in border
areas. The cheaply produced In-
dian oods are flooding
Bangladesh, threatening in-
digenous industries to peril.
From the Bangladesh side,
mostly all lﬁpes of imported
electronic, chemical and other
materials are smuggled into
India, thereby causing the hard-
earned foreign exchange of
Bangladesh to deplete. Unless
satisfactory measures are taken
to redress the situation, the
Bangladesh-india relations
will be in doldrums, no matter
how much we wish to imple-
ment our commitments to
SAPTA and SAFTA.

Again, the quantum of in-
vestment from India is rela-
tively very r and does not re-
flect the desire of the two peo-

les in promoting even a
oosely-woven economic unit.
There was of course heavy drain
in foreign exchange in the re-
cent stock market debacle, but
it is our own fault and no other
country is to blame for it.

As for the sub-regional
grou[J, a large section of the

ple of Bangladesh are not in
avour of making a separate
formal institutional frame-

Sir. Starting from Pakistan
to Japan in the entire South-
South East Asia and Far East —
including this subcontinent, it
is only in Pakistan and
Bangladesh that Friday is being
ohserved as- weekly, hgliday.
country like

antd Malaysia are ob-
serving Sunday as 5 ’tj.r'-h%?'-
day. Of late, it is learnt that
Pakistan has also opted to ob-
serve Sunday as weekly holi-
day. The reason is obvious. We
still have our economic and
trade relationship with Western
and Far Eastern countries.
Thursday as half-day and
Friday being weekly holiday in
Bangladesh. and Saturday and
Sunday being weekly holidays
in the areas mentioned above,
we are cuj off from these coun-
tries for 35 days.

Cunsigering these facts
Indonesia never tried Friday as
weekly holiday and Malaysia
although started observing
Friday as weekly holiday, re-
verted back to Sunday and
probably this is the reason
Pakistan recently has also
made Sunday as weekly holi-
day. For the sake of conve-
nience of export and import
trade, we should consider very
seriously whether emotion will
play a vital role or reasoning to
acltivate and rejuvenate the
economy of the country and de-
clare Sunday as weekly holi-
day.

A K Khan
Swamibagh, Dhaka

Mosha

Sir, I think sense of self-re-
spect and the sense of dutiful-
ness are directly related. Devoid
of that, nothing much is ex-
pected out of anvone. Before the
City Corporation polls, none
chased the present Mayor to
make commitment to make
Dhaka city mosquito-free. But
when he became the mayor, he
gave a lame excuse that his ri-
val political party in power was
not cooperating with him. So
far as | remember, in the Save
Dhaka RTC of The Daily Star,
Mayor Hanif was vocal against
the then government and there
he fertilised his brainchild — a
"unified centralised body”. He
advocated it as a panacea for
Dhaka city's all nagging prob-
lems.

Since then, he also took
shelter of that unified cen-
tralised body's demand when-
ever any mediaman asked him
about the rise of crime, unruly
traffic congestion, crisis of gas,
water, power, telephones and on
mismanagement of road repair
and conservancy. Lastly, when
AL came to power, our Janatar
Mancha hero was found coax-
ing the AL Chief to become the
governor of Dhaka (similar po-
sition as the head of said body).
However, a body was formed
with LGRD minister as its head.
This body declared that by
March 1997, Dhaka would be
turned into a world-class city!

It is March. But that body
and its head are far away from
each other and their magic
lamp. E
* It is also very conspicuous
that after AL has come to power,
Mayor Hanif seems to have lost
his glamour. His voice is no
more echoed and his Manchas
are not getting activated for the
citizens to vent their fumes. The
mayor with another excuse

- minions.

himsell had stopped fumigating
city area against mosquiloes.
Consequently, mosquitoes took
control of Dhaka city. They are
now taxing the citizens and the
brain of legislators in the JS.
In my opinion, only a fool-
ish mosquito hangs around fo
p Or a spray gun. - /'l
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Udtara. akc _
SAARC pensioners'
meet

Sir, Ever since the launching
of the SAARC some 12 years
ago. various professionu!
groups and activists of sport
and culture have been meeting
and holding seminars, discus-
sion and displaying to uphold
the spirit of cooperation as
adopted in the charter. A few
years back, opposition political
parties met in Karachi and held
discussion on their common

- problems. Recently, judges of

the SAARC countries held their
meet and recommended mea-
sures to improve their profes-
sional skill.

The main thrust of the
SAARC is, however, to take col-
lective steps to improve the
economic lot ol the people so
that the standard of living can
go up. The 'pensioners' is a class
and economically they are
hard-hit. They should meet to
find out ways and means to im-
prove their lot on the basis of
the experience gained in differ-
ent countries of the SAARC.

It is suggested that the
Bangladesh Retired
Government Servants Wellare
Association take initiative to
meet from all the SAARC coun-
tries to discuss their common
problems and exchange views to
solve them.

M A Lashar
Tajmohal Road,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207

India-less SAARC

Sir, A regular correspondent
has suggested in this column
(Feb 24) that the SAARC wheel
may be set in motion without
India, as the latter is not appar-
ently interested in the regional
concept, banking on bilateral
bulldozing of the chhoto bhais
in the East, West and South, and
enjoying the traditional and
religious communication gap in
the West.

Looks
tryin
oo

like an idea worth
, if India is in a sporting
to watch the show of the
he will not lose any-
thing, with her corpulent pres-
ence. Her isolation will match
the solitude practised in the
Himalayas. She cares a hoot for
WTO, neighbour-wise. Our ad-
verse balance of trade will milk
us drly. We have compassion for
the land-locked neighbours.
Ne%ai is reported to be seeking
ASEAN's empathy. being driven
to the wall (of Himalayan
range). Sri Lanka has to come
out of the sumo grip.

How Awami League [not
Bangladesh) will react to the
idea?

AZ
Dhaka

Ravi Shankar and
The Concert for
Bangladesh

Sir, 1 have written repeat-
edly in The Daily Star that the
Government of Bangladesh
should have invited the organ-

i
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isers of The Concert tor
Bangladesh that gave our couii-
try's monumental Independence
War a good international
exposure. It was organised
principally by ex-Beatle George
Harisson and Pandit Ravi
Shankar.

. The, Concert was the fiFsi;
time: in, huwman; history that.
music. was . used  to  protest
against atrocities ol humans.

against humans. Unfortus
nately. in the last quarter cen-
tury we have not invited any of
the organisers of The Concert
for Bangladesh to our country,
officially, as far as [ know.
Please do correct me if [ am
Wrong.

I was extremely pleased to
read in the internet that Ravi
Shankar was coming Lo
Bangladesh on a four-day visit.
The Pandit did come to
Bangladesh in the past as well.
But we haven't invited the
whole team of the Concert as
yel.

I would like to make a plea to
the present Government of
Bangladesh to invite the organ-
isers of The Concert for
Bangladesh. The first line of the
song Bangladesh was: "my
friend came to me; with sadness

- in his eyes; told me that he

wanted help; for his country
guys; although I couldn't feel
the pain; | knew I had to try;
now I'm asking all of you, to
help save some lives."

Well, those good ol' people
helped the world know about
the most dreadful genocide in
human civilisation. Three mil-
lion lives in just nine months
(nearly 7 people per minute!),
more intense than Hitler's
World War Il. Now, wouldn't it
be nice if we invited those good
ol' people to Bangladesh? .

Asrarul Islam Chowdhury
Lundon

Newspaper holiday

Sir, Sometime in November
1996 I wrote a letter in your es-
teemed daily urging all con-
cerned to help feed the hunger
and to quench the thirst of
newspaper readers, especially
ol the regular, keen and impas-
sioned readers when the na-
tional dailies are not published
and are not available on the oc-
casion of national holidays.
But unfortunately the response
to my passionate appeal was
very poor.

In fact the sufferings.
hunger, thirst and the mental
torture of the newspaper read-
ers knew no bounds when re-
cently during one of the longest
newspaper holidays in the his-
tory ol our country continu-
ously for four days, 72 hours at
a stretch (from February 9-12,
1996) on the occasion of Eid-ul-
Fitre all the national daily of-
fices were closed.

We had stated in the past
that if the essential services,
like supply of water and elec-
tricity is not stopped. buses,
motor vehicles and rickshaws
can ply on the roads, train, wa-
ter transports and aeroplanes
can operate, radio and TV can
function, hospitals and police
stations are open, essential
food items and medicine are
available in the market, police
and army can attend duty on
the national holidays and
weekly holidays, then why can't
we make an arrangement also
for the publication of newspa-
pers on holidays?

O H Kabir
6, Hare Streetl,
Wari. Dhaka-1203

And also, the granting of
Nepal's request for the short
corridor to Bangladesh, lying
pending for over two decades,
will initiate cooperation among
at least three countries of the
re%iun. This will also help es-
tablish India's credibility for
seeking genuine and mutually
beneficial cooperation among
these countries.

In regard to transit. the BNP
has been willing to grant to In-
dia the proposed Asian High-
way's transit facilities through
Bangladesh to a third country
which is, in this case. Myan-

mar. All the 24 countries
through which the Asian high-

way is expected to traverse en-

visage transit from one country
through a second country to a
third country, and not instead
of the third country back to the
first cuunu'{' again. BNP would
be happy. like all other Asian
partners, to grant India transit
to a third country through the
traditional Chittagong-Cox's
Bazar route.

It was stated that the BNP
government also once agreed to
allow the Sylhet-Tamabil point
for transit as one of the two
routes. In support, it was
claimed that Myanmar was re-
ported to have preferred this
route to the traditional one.
But, as far one knows, the
Myanmar government has not
so far taken any public stand,
indicating their choice of the
route for the Asian Highway. On
the other hand, construction or
improvement of the highway
from Akyab, the opposite point
of Cox's Bazar., to Yangon is
progressing satisfactorily. So is
the case about the highway
from Akyab to a mid-point on
the existing Yangon to Kunming
(in China) way. Our present
Commerce Minister also re-.
cently stated that the Yangon
Government had no objection
to allow the transit route by
improvising the age old Cox's
Bazar-Akyab road. So, why
should one insist on the Sylhet-
Tamabil point of transit for the
Asian Highway? Anyway, the
Sylhet-Tamabil border point is
expected to remain open for
authorised bilateral trade with
north-eastern India.
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Assessment

A highly sensitive bilateral
issue for discussion is the prob-
lems rela to the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. The talks are going
on at present and atri-
otic person should hope for its
prompt and peaceful solution.
Any leak, accidental or deliber-
ate, could cause embarrassment
and may even jeopardise nego-
tiation. From that point of
view, any suggestion to with-
draw our sol from our own
land is not only unjustified but
tantamounts to the infringe-
ment of our rights. Of
course, there could be agree-
menits on sus sion or termi-
nation of military operations
on both sides. But, it is our in-
herent right as a na-
tion to decide where we should -
maintain our garrisons and
outposts in the CHT in the same
way as we decide in the rest of
our ns and districts.

The Indo-Bangla Joint Eco-
nomic Commission would have
met and decided on some rele-
vant issues bw: time this ar-
ticle is published. People would
hope that our government does

not commil itself to doing
things which are disputed and a
large section, if not a majority
of our people, are doubtful about
its propriety. In any case, there
are alternative possibilities ac-
ceptable to all which may yield
the desired result. Why not give
them a try? Otherwise, people
may right ul‘I:?r think that these
decisions had been pre-planned
for Bangladesh to agree in re-
turn for concessions of a water
treaty. One may. however, count
on the political farsightedness
of the Indian government to
understand that no good agree-
ment can be effective and last-
ing, if a sizeable section of the
people on one side remains op-
posed to it.

OPINION

Flood Control Embankments and
Epidemic Kala-azar in Bangladesh

Kala-azar or visceral leish-
maniasis is a deadly disease if
not treated. There are thou-
sands of new cases every year.
The cost of treatment is out of
reach for many people in
Bangladesh. The vector for the
disease, the sandtly Phlehoto-
mus argentipes is very sensitive
to environmental changes. P
argentipes mature under hot,
moist conditions. Populations
may become rapidly unstable
when larval habitats are pro-
tected from flooding.

Under the auspices of FAP
16. Dr Reazur Rahman, Anisul
Islam and I organised a series of
studies on vector diseases in-

 ©luding Kala-azar. This is a

summary from the published
[indings:

"Kala-azar cases were clus-
tered within flood protected ar-
eas in contrast to other pa-
tients, who came from villages
outside embankments ... Living
completely within embank-
ments substantially increased
risk. People living within em-
bankments were found to have
a risk of developing Kala-azar
that was 17.69 times higher
than among those living out-
side embankments. A high pro-
portion of Kala-azar morbidity
can be explained by living
within embankments. In this
the attributable risk among the
exposed was 88 per cent and the

Stephen F Minkin

pulation attributable risk
raction was 78.8 per cent.

These are large increases in
risks. Kala-azar is known to be
a volatile disease responding to
environmental changes. It is
also the cause of very high mor-
tality. The FAP 16 study con-
tained a number of recommen-
dations which were ignored.
These included the need for in-
creased surveillance in the FAP
3.1 and FAP 20 project areas.
The FAP 20 Project Area was
Kala-azar-free at the time of the
study but is surrounded by Kala-
azar endemic  hig

slmil-ttrlIYl "delday - or ! prevent:
floods thereby potentially in-
creasing the risk of the disease,
(Are the Dutch, Germans and
EEC listening?)

] am very concerned about
the potential impact of the Ja-
muna river training on Kala-
azar, and on environmental
health, in general. Unfortu-
nately because the findings
from the Kala-azar study were
ignored, larger issues relating
to engineering, environmental.
health, and disease with con-
tinue to plague the nation.

The fact that Kala-azar is a
deadly disease affecting thou-
sands of people a year warrants
immediate attention. We have

hiands.i
Changes due to' FAF 20 would’

(-}

yet to obtain a reasonable re-

sponse to the study which un-
doubtedly was seen as a small
nuisance on the face of larﬁt
engineering enterprises. The
study was undertaken to in-
form. not blame. A continued
absence of follow-up when such
a large increased risk was
demonstrated is deplorable.

The Work Bank, Asian De-
velopment Bank and govern-
ment need to respond intelli-
Fs'e:mlj,a'+ if belatedly, to this prob-
em. The current epidemic,
dating from 1980, largely de-
veloped within Worl gank-
funded flood control projects
?\‘,‘fui‘é spredding elsewhere. The
eport “ﬁ]ﬁ Kala-azar Epidemic
arid “its Relationship to Flood °

'Control Embankments” docu-
"thents thé 'dévelopment of the

epidemic in Bangladesh.

The problem of epidemics
caused by disturbed environ-
ment is a very dramatic case of
how life and death issues are
missed by costly, yet often su-
perficial, approaches to project
planning and impact assess-
ments. It is very important for
people at all levels of project
preparation to understand the
wider implications of envi-
ronmental changes caused by
large-scale engineering projects
funded by international agen-
cies.
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Prospects of Bangladesh Cricket

In the field of games and
sports Bangladesh has not as
yet been able to earn interna-
tional name and fame in any
sector compared to other coun-
tries of this region namely, In-
dia, Pakistan. Sri Lanka etc.
The only ray of hope that is still
alive in the minds of the sports
lovers of the country is cricket.
It was all the more illuminated
by the glorious success in the
last ACC tournament held in
Malaysia last year when our
national team clinched the title
by defeating UAE in the final.

Like myself, many expected’
that Bangladesh boys would be

able to repeat the similar per-
formance in the SAARC tour-
nament recently concluded in
Dhaka. But as we all know, this
time. they have failed to live up
to the expectation.

With very little time left
when ICC tournament is going
to start in Malaysia which will
decide the fate of Bangladesh
whether it would be able to play
in next world cup (to be held in
England in 1999), a careful
homework seems essential. We
have a gaini’ul memory of the
last 1ICC tournament held in
Kenya in 1994 when are failed

- to secure a berth among the first

three. Does the same fate await
this time also? This question is
haunting many cricket fans,
though the cricket stalwarts
like Zahir Abbas and Srinath
spoke highly of Bangladesh
team particularly mentioning
about the few taﬁznted players
like batting prodigy of Aminul
Islam Bulbul. In their opinion
there is nothing to be disap-
pointed at the poor result of
SAARC tournament since in
ICC tournament they will not
have to face such strong con-
tenders and they expressed
their firm conviction that
Bangladesh will surely play in
the next world cup.

Without being so much op-
timistic about our team, let us
first figure out the defects and
lapses of our team which led to
our failure last time though I
will not say there is ignominy
for Bangladesh team to be

laced at the bottom against
akistan. India and Sri Lanka.
Rather any result would be sur

 prising as.we all know all these

countries have test-playing ex
perience of long long years and
each country had the honour of

\\’I_‘]rt*nming world cup winner at
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least for once. Even then Bang-
ladesh could do a little better
getting the advantage of home
ground. crowd support and
synthetic turf. Let us see in
retrospect; the performances of
our team against Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and India.

In the first match against
Pakistan, Bangladesh batted
first and scored 180-plus. With-
out our star batsman like
Nannu and with injured Bulbul
the score against the bowling of
Aaquib Javed, Md Zahid and
Kabir Khan was by no means a
trifling one. In spite of the fail-

. ure of our top order batsmen.

our middle order and tailenders
fought well to take the score to a

respeclable level. Pakistanis
with so many test cricketers at
one time or other. easily rea-
ched the target though it could
be a little difficult had our
bowling and fielding been up to
the mark.

In the second match against
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh scored a
fighting total of 220 and the fin-
15%1 could be a close one had the
fielders not missed some un-
pardonable catches. Even some
would say the local outfit might
win it also, had there been no
lapses in the fielding. The clas-
sic example of lamentable per-
formance of our bowlers and
fielders was, once gain, con-
spicuous in our last encounter
with India. India won the mat-
ch very comfortably reaching
the huge target of 236 which at
one stage seemed to be quite
fighting and the Bangladesh
spectators had their lunch
break in jubilant mood at the
stadium with the hope of at
least winning one match. But
our bowlers in particular turn-
ed out to be mediocre perfor-
mers coupled with the iielders
and consequently Bangladesh
came out empty handed with
despair.

But all said and done. there
is nothing to be sceptic about
the future of Bangladesh cri-
cket. All is not yet over. It will
not be fair to be totally dis-
appointed by judging the per
formance of Bangladesh team
in SAARC cricket linder the
able guidance ol our coach,
Bangladesh team will no doubt
be eventually able to overcome
the bowling and fielding lapses

We think the selectors would do
well in making small reshuffle
of the team by making a few
changes in the forthcoming ICC
tournament.

Keeping in view the effective
role of spinners, Sk Salahuddin
and Saifullah Gem may be in-
cluded if Rafique is unfit to
play. Our pace attack is not also
infallible. The battery of pace
attackers like Saiful, Anis.
Shanta and Zakir do not ignite
as much fire as is needed to cre-
ate panic in the opponents bat-
ting squad. As reinforcement
Khaled Mahmud Shujan can be
taken who had creditable per-
formance in last ACC tourna-

ment. His domestic record is
also good.

Some rethinking is also
needed as respects the openers.
Golla and Jahangir Alam's
performance have not been
consistently well, though Ata-
har Ali Khan is im able. We
may consider Habibul Bahar
Sumon and Harun-ur-Rashid
Liton alternatively. The reten-
tion of Durjoy in the side as all-
rounder has become controver-
sial since his performance in
both batting and bowling have
frustrated many.

Thus a careful selection, se-
rious practice in fielding and
bowling particularly intensive
exposure by playing interna-
tional matches at home and
away to gain experience more
and more under the government
patronisation and BCCB in gen-
eral and private sponsors in
Earlicular and above all im-

ibed with national spirit, th-
ere is a lot the national cricket
team can give us and help fulfil
the hopes and aspirations of the
millions of cricket lovers who
are eagerly looking forward to
see their most favourite team
coming out victorious in the
ensuring ICC trophy so as to

play in the World Cup — the
dream of millions
We have no doubt lost

SAARC tournament but never-
theless. gained and enriched the
store of experience. Harping on
the tune of Zahir Abbas can we
not hope that the day is not lar
off when Bangladesh will play
one-day international and test
matches?

The writer is the Tax Adviser
to the NBL. ]




