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Swapna-Sandhani at the Shilpakala Academy auditorium yesterday. The group is taking

part in the South Asian Theatre Festival being held in the city.
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100 AL men join Bl:l_l?_’

Govt has created reign
of terror: Mannan

BNFP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
alleged that the government has
made the people’s life miserable
i1 its eyght months rule, reports
UNDB.

He was addressing a joini
programme at 29 Minto Road,
the official residence of the
leader of the Opposition in Par-
liament in the afternoon.

More than 100 Awami

and Jubo League leaders
and workers of Laxmipur dis-
trict joined the BNP at the func-
tion, said a BNP press release.

The BNP Secretary General
said the people have become
worried abm;‘tmtjht country's citn—
dependence sovereignty due
to subservient an:tlﬂtl:gn {:} the
government. ;

"The Awami League govern-
ment has created a reign of ter-
ror in the country after assum-

lnﬁ power," he sald adding that
it has co

me to the power by rig-
the election results and

seeking apology to the people
for its past misdeeds.” he said.
Bhuiyan said various types
of crimes, particularly repres-
sion on women, have marked
an unusual rise throughout the

gin

" PM urges ADAB team

_saulted by a group of

Ershad : Troops' pullout

From Page 1

depend on fulfilment of "certain
conditions”. Transit is a mod-
ern concept which is working in
Europe and America, he said.

He, however, observed that
"we have some political diffi-
culties. We are r and India is
a big neighbour. We always have
suspicion about them and that's

why people here are very aller-
gic about them."

Asked if he finds any differ-
ence between the Begum Zia
government and Sheikh Hasi-
na's, the de President said:
'So far it is heaven and earth.

‘Begum Zia's government is
no administration. She had
done nothing for the country in
last five years. She did not have
knowledge about administra-
tion. Whatever form of govern-
nient it is, it was one-man
show."

About the Hasina adminis-
tration, he said so far it is bet-
ter. "Probably her government
is better administration than
before.”

Replying to a question about
4 coniroversy over Awami
League's #uimng the 1986 par-
liament election, Ershad said if
they hadn't come, then martial
law would not have been lifted.

Awami League and Jamaat-
e-Islami participated in the
elections, he said, adding
Awami League has done exactly
what a political party should
have. "If anybody has political
acumen and love for democ-
racy. he should do it."

About BNP's boycott of the
1986 polls. he said he had talks
with BNP. "They are not a polit-
ical party and they have no po-
litical acumen. They had some
other reasons (for boycott)
which | cannot tell now."

In reply to a question, the
former President said he gave
three houses to Begum Khaleda
Zia — two in Dhaka canton-
mernt and one in Gulshan. "One
house in Dhaka cantonment
she had taken forcibly which
has not yet been vacated.” he
alleged.

Ershad said he also gave a
special sanction of a b loan

for Begum Zla's son, Tareq. He
said he could not exactly re-
member the amount. "Moudud
Ahmed who was then the Indus-
tries Minister knows it better.”

When his attention was
drawn to some MPs' plea in Par-
liament for disclosing the
names of those who had taken
money from him, Ershad said
he would speak about it in Par-
liament.

One stabbed to
death in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 11: One per-
son was stabbed to death al-
legedly by his relatives at Si-
multala village under Banari-
para thana last night.

Police and witnesses said,
Abdul Alim, 22, was murdered
by his uncles Tofazzal
Howlader and Majid Howlader
and their two sons, Jahangir
and Hanif following a row over
A land. ' 5
ur Rab, father of the vic-
tim lodged a case with Banari-
para thana. Police arrested Ma
jid and Tofazzal.

Bus strike 1n

Madaripur
called off

MADARIPUR, Mar 11: An
indefinite bus strike by
Madaripur Road Transport
Employees’ Union was called
off from this morning, reports
BSS.

The strike was called off
following an agreement signed
between the Madaripur District
Bus Owners Association and
Madaripur Road Transport
Employees' Union.

The employees union, how-
ever, threatened to resume the
strike if the agreement is not
implemented by March 15.

The Road Transport Em-
ployees’ Union began the strike
in the district from March 7 for
realising their six-point de-
mands.

JCD-BCL clash at
Sirajgan) Varsity
College: 40 hurt

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 11: A
tierce clash between two rival
student groups at Sirajgan]
University College today leit at
least 40 students injured, 10 se-
riously, reports LUNB.

Campus sources said soon
after the clash the college au-
thorities called in police and
closed it for the day to avert fur-
ther trouble.

Police and witnesses said the
clash began at about 11:30 am
when a group ol pro-Awami
League Chhatra League al-
legedly hurled abusive com-
ments at the members of BNP-
backed Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) as they were holding a
rally at Amtala after parading
the college campus.

Of the injured, Hafiz, Liton,
Sharif, Rana of Chhatra League
and Bhutto. Shafi, Milon, Rana,
Masum and Be.ial of JCD were
admitted to lou:] hospitals and
clinics., . 3

) get life-term
for killing one
in Barisal

From Staft Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 11: Two per-
sons have been sentenced to life
in prison for murdering one
Nur Hossain Bhuiya.

The convicted are Aleqa Be-
gum. wife of Nur Hossain
Bhuiya and Nurul Islam
Bhuiya. his brother, They were
also fined Tk 5,000 each, in de-
fault, to suffer rigorous impris-
onment for one year more.

According to the prosecu-
tion. Alega Begum of Beluar vil-

laﬁe ol Agailjhara thana had an
affair with the brother of her
husband. On the night of the
July 6, 1995, the two in collu-
sion witl cacls othes, killed Nur
Hossain Bhuiya.

The Additional District and
Sessions Judge. Abdul Quddus
Mia, announced the judgment
in the murder case tnday
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- military official

Project country's
true picture to
dev partners

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the NGS& to, supplement the
government efforts and devel-
opment activities in all devel-
opment programmes, reports

The call was made when 3
seven-member delegation of the
Association of Development
Agencies in Bangladesh (ADAB)
led by its president Kazi
Faruque Ahmed met her at the
Prime Minister's office.

The Prime Minister urged
them to come forward to make
the government development
programmes a success. She said
some vested guarters were try-
ing to hinder the development
activities of the government.

Sheikh Hasina said that
some quarters were also trying
to make false propaganda to
tarnish the image ol Bangla-
desh in the outside world. She

urged the ADAB team to project.

the true and correct picture to
the development partners.

The delegation members
suggested that the local gov-
ernment should be formed with
the elected representatives and
as al allocation should be
made from the national
to make the local govern t
more effective and powerful.
They also called for keeping at
least one-third of seats reserved
for women in the local govern-
ment as
would not possible without
women s participation.

State Minister for Planni
and Civil Aviation Dr Mohiud-
din Khan Alamgir was present.
The ADAB delegation included
Khushi Kabir, Shamsul Huda,
Mahbubul Karim, Omar Far-
que, Rokeya Kabir and Aroma
Goon.

Trial today

From Page 1
military officials Syed Fa-
rookur Rahman, Sultan

Shahriar Rashid Khan, Mohi-
uddin Ahmed and Abdul Wahab
Joarder, former minister of
state for information Taherud-
din Thakur and Begum Zobaida
Rashid. wife of another ab-
sconding accused and former
A Rashid
Khandaker.

Hasina: SPA

From Page 1

plan has also been undertaken
to build monuments at Rayer
Bazar killing field, where the
intellectuals were killed at the
fag end of the Liberation War
and at Kullapathar in Kasba
thana of Brahmanbaria dis-
trict.

Repl to a supplement
from %ﬁ:ﬁidu! Islg?n of lel:lrg
whether government would
construct a monument at
Kalurghat radio station, she
said B abandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, in his historic
March 7 address, had clearly
called upon the coun en to

take all preparations for the

liberation war. She said Awami

' League under the leadership of

Bangabandhu got mandate of
the people in 1970 elections.
"The anmouncement for inde-
pendence can be delivered by
the persons who got mandate of
the people,” she emphatically
said adding 'no other person
can pronounce it without man-
date.’
Zia's interview

In this regard, the Prime
Minister referred to the inter-
view given by late President
General Ziaur Rahman in the
weekly 'Bichitra' in 1974 and
said General Zia had himself
called Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman as father of
the nation in that interview.

She said the message of
Bangabandhu declaring inde-
pendence of Bangladesh was
read out by Awami League
leader Abdul Hannan on March
26 from Chitta.%&ngi

The Prime Minister said it
General Zia had given the call

on March 27 for in dence
then why Pakistan President
General Yahya declared B -

bandhu Sheikh Mujib as the
enemy of Pakistan on March 26
a.nds nhgt chr.lfl:ra]meﬂaur Hzahmm
said for past 2] years
false pro da had been sys-
tematically carried out to be-
fool the pcfg:::. She said the na-

tion and p?plgm
“sefous now and none cm

| mislead them anymore.

overty alleviation .

country. "Now it seems that
there is no law and order in the
country.

He stressed the need for
strengthening the party and
united the nationalist forces to
resist the anti-people activities
being perpetrated by the present
government,

JCD leader of

JU assaulted

on campus

By Staff Correspondent

A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) leader of Jahangirnagar
University was seriously as-
men
on the campus yesterday after-
Nnoon.

Najmus Sakib alias Palash,
26, an MA student of Statistics,
was under treatment at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) with injuries in his
face and body, hospital sources
said.

Najmus Sakib, the president
of the JCD unit of the Mir
Mosharof Hall, was ousted from
his dormitory a few days ago
and was residing in Al Beruni
Hall, said some of his friends
who took him to the DMCH.

They said the leaders and
activists of Bangladesh Chha-
tra League at Jahangirnagar
University had assaulted the
JCD leader. According to them,
a group of about 12 young men
kidnapped Sakib from in front
of a women's hostel on the cam-
pus at about 2 pm. Later, they
took him to a canteen and as-
saulted him with a bottle, an
iron rod and pipe.

Savar police when contacted.
said they did not have any
information in this regard.

Day-long transport
strike observed

in Khulna

KHULNA, Mar 11: Transport
owners and workers enforced a
day-long strike here today de-
manding the removal of TNO
and OC of Tala thana in
Satkhira district, rts UNB.

All inter-district buses of 16
routes were off the roads dis-
rupting communication with
different districts including
Dhaka, Jessore, Satkhira, Bo-
gra, Kushtia and :

Today's strike f{ollowed
five-day transport strike that
ended Menday, enforced by the
same group in Khulna-Paik-
gachha route demanding arrest
of those responsible for an at-

tack on a bus at Tala on March -

ﬁ. i

CHT talks

From Page 1

tal for the first time.

The NCCHT held a meeting
at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
yesterday. Meeting sources said
today's talks will be crucial.

ul Hasnat Abdullah, Chief
Whip of the Jatiya sad who
will lead the NCCHT in today's
talks, briefed the members at
the o , the sources said.

Besides four AL MPs, the
NCCHT includes one JP MP and
two BNP MPs. The BNP MPs did
not attend the previous three
meetings and are not expected
to attend today's meeting also,
the sources said.

Ataur Rahman Kaiser, fi-
nancial affairs secretary of the
Awami League, is scheduled to
accompany the PCJSS delega-
tion from Dudukchhara to the
Ea[)i[ﬂ]. The PCJSS delegation
will be led by its chief Jyotin-
driyo Bodhipriyo Larma alias
Shantu Larma.

As on previous talks, the au-
thorities have neutralised eight
security and border posts along
the frontier with the North-
Eastern Indian state of Tripura
to facilitate arrival of the
P(,;JHSS leaders. their guards and
stail.
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Lets make
things betfer
PHILIPS

The comet Hale-Bopp appears in the sky over Merrit
Island, Florida, early Monday, south of the Kennedy
Space Center. The comet can be seen from late March to
the beginning of April, before disappearing for the next

2,400 years.

— AFP/UNB photo
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AL blasts BNP stand

From Page 1

states of India which she called
independence movement, Say-
eed said Bl:‘gum Zia had violated
the spirit of SAARC by support-
ing their cause.

"The SAARC charter has
clearly stated that no sécession-
ist movement or terrorist group
could be supported,” he -

In a counteroffensive
against BNP's current allega-
tion, Sayeed pointed to the air-
drop of huge arms at Purulia in
India and recovery of arms in
Cox's Bazar during m Zia's
rule. "It is BNP's time when
Bangladesh was used as a tran-
sit for transportation of arms.”

The Information Minister
further alleged that Pakistan
secret service 1S] was patron-
ised during Begum Zia's time to
back up the separatists.

The issue of 'father of the
nation' came up again when a
BNP member from Chittagong,
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury,
participating in the debate

quoted some constitutional
provisions and said nothing

%ﬂ}ﬂl"that someone had
recognised as father of the
nation constitutionally.
Chowdhury also referred to the
Speaker's recent ruling on the
issue and his (Speaker) asser-
tion that he would resign if he
could not prove it.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury. who joined the
House after a few days. said
what he had said on the issue
was that relevant portions of
the Constitution done through
the Fourth Amendment about
father of the nation had not

UN Commission
session on

HR begins

GENEVA, Mar 11: The 53rd
session of the UN Commission
on Human I;ights began in
Geneva terday, reports BSS.

Law :'ﬁilrlf‘:?lsi:’115!.!;112:'2"T Abdul Matin
Khasru is leading a four-mem-
ber Bangladesh delegation to
the session.

Ziaur Rahman MP and Razia
Matin Choudhury MP are in-
cluded in the delegation.

During his stay in Geneva,
the minister is expected to meet
the chairman of the session.
Under Secretary General of the
United Nations and the UN
High Commission of Human
Rights.

L

been deleted from the Constitu-
tion two-thirds majority. He
reiterated that he is on record
that he would resign if anyone
can prove that these portions
haveiin:cn deleted.

Salahuddin Quader Chowd-
hury urged the Chair to request
the President to make a refer-
ence to the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court to settle
the issue.

Chowdhury said only the
court can give a decision on the
controversy since the Speaker
has thrown a challenge and
what the Speaker said cannot
= ’?‘?151 Oppositi be

e sition member re-
ferred to ti]rc;rlndu- adesh
water treaty and said the rights
of the lower riparian have not

been rec sed in the accord
while this been duly recog-
nised in the ‘recent water

eement between India and
epal.

President assents
to 2 Bills

& Presidefit Shahabuddin Ah-

med yﬂstcrdgy assented to two
Bills passed by the Jatiya
, reporis UNB. '

e Bills are : The Inland
Water Transport Authority
(Amendment) Bill 1997 and the
Bankruptcy Bill 1997, said a

ress release of the Parliaimment
ecretariat. \

Nat’l Child
Day Mar 17

The government has decided
to observe ‘National Child Day’
on March 17, the birthday of

Father of the Nation Banga-

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, said a PID handout yes-
terday. reports UNB.

BB plan

From Page 1

taken to check further fall in
the market, he added.

The share-market index
which rose to 3600-point mark
in mid-November last year. ex-
perienced continued slide creat-
ing panic '‘among small in-
vestors.

The DSE All share Price In-
dex was recorded },rcsterdaly at
1473.84 point, slightly up from
Monday’'s 1434.20.

PM calls on
President

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina called on President
Shahabuddin Ahmed at

Bangabhaban in the d&w-
terday evening, reports
Eil?e informed the President

about the coming ml:h:perm
day celebration progra

which will be graced Presi-
dent Suleyman Demirel of
Turkey, President Neélson Man-
dela of South Africa and Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat of the State
of Palestine.

Khas land

From Page 1
different agencies.

According to the task force,
the total unused acquired lands
were 942,50 acres.

The task force suggested that
the unused lands should be
given to different income-gen-
erating programmes and this
should be done in accordance
with due allotment.

The floating and landless

ple could aiso be rehabili-
tated in these areas, the report
said.

3 mugged

From Page 1

the members of the family with |

rope.
A case was lodged with
Demra thana. None was ar-

rested in this connection till
last night, police said.

Meanwhile, another g of
muggers stabbed one Abdur
Razzak and snatched Tk 35,000
at Fakirerpul in Motijheel yes-
terday morning. He was admit-
ted to the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital (DMCH), hospital
sources said.

The snatchers was laid Raz-
zak when he was travelling in a
rickshaw at about 10 am.

In another incident, snatch-
ers stabbed one Babul, 35, and a
rickshawpuller, Mahbub, in
Monipur area in Mirpur yester-
day afternoon. They were under
tmatmf—.g;g?jt tht?'lc DlgEIH;;mT;E |

y € '
gth«: scene before they could
snatch anything from Babul
who was travelling in Mah-
bub's rickshaw at about 5:30
pm.”
Sutrapur police said muggers
took away a gold chain and a
wrist watch from one Dilip Ku-
mar Das when he was passing
KM Das lane in Sutrapur at
about 10 pm Monday.

Power
From Page 1
off

The meeting sought coopera-
tion from subscribers and
ple in implementing its deci-
sions which also include turn-
ing off unnecessary lights, fans
and aircoolers, stopping water
pumps, calendars and cookers
and determining weekly holi-

. days of mills and industries
. area-wise on different days.

It said the government has
taken various steps for overall
development of the power sup-
ply system and hoped that t
situation will be improved by
April this year.

Child trafficking

| From Page 1

eon, representatives of the

istrict bar association and the
Shishu Academy. president of
the press club, adjutant of
BDR/Ansar/VDP, the deputy di-
rector of social welfare and rep-
resentatives of NGOs.
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