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Agri award
renamed
Bangabandhu
Krishi Padak

The Council of Ministers
yesterday approved the pro-
posal for renaming the agricul-
ture award given for contribu-
tion to agricultural develop-
ment as " an%)af-andhu Krishi
Padak" (Bangabandhu Agricul-
ture Award), reports UNB.

The approval was given at a
Cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her office.

Bangabandhu Krishi Padak
was first introduced in 1973.
Later the name at the medal was
ch as President's medal.

The Cabinet also approved
the proposal for appointing
sons and daughters of freedom
fighters and martyred freedom
fighters in government, au-
tonomous and corporation of-
fices against 30 per cent quota
for freedom fighters and in case
of non-availability of freedom
fighter candidates.

It also approved in principle
the proposal for signing of an
agreement between Bangladesh
and India to run passenger
buses between the two countries
for Bangladeshi citizens to visit
various places of pilgrimage in
India, including Azmir Sharif.

The Cabinet meeting also
approved the programime to ob-

serve the birthday of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at na-
tional level on March 17.

All khas lands to
be recovered
from illegal

occupants

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that the
government would ensure
proper use of every inch of land
in the country, BSS.

The Prime Minister said

overnment would recover all
has land from the illegal oc-
cupants and these lands would

questions in JS yesterday.
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Prime Minister replying to

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday rules out the
possibility of scrapping the
Special Powers Act, saying the
act had been identified by the
previous government as an es-
sential law to run the state, re-
ports UNB.

"Question does not arise to
abrogate the act during our rule
as all the three past govern-
ments viewed that it is a neces-
sary law to run the state.” she
said in Parliament. <

Replying to Gazi Mohammad
Shahjahan of BNP. who called
the Act as a "jungle law” framed
by the previous Awami League
government in 1975, Hasina
pointed out that no successive

overnment had repealed the
aw.

"There was a parliament
during the rule of General Ziaur
Rahman, why that parliament
did not rescind the act if it is at
all a jungle law. At that time,
his Home Minister said that it
was not possible to run the state
without the act,” she said.
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Hasina rules out scrapping
of Special Powers Act -

Hasina said the BNP gov-
ernment which ruled the coun-

try from 1991 to 1996 also did

not abrogate the law as the then-

home minister said that scrap-
ing of the act is not possible
or the sake of running the
state.

- Judiciary bill
Responding to another sup-
B}em:nt rom Abdul Latif
irza of AL, the Prime Minister
said the bill for separation of
judiciary from the executive

would be placed in Parliament
in its next session.

Opinion has been mobilised
in the bar councils, includ-
ing the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation, while the Law Com-
mission has already given its
suggestion on the draft bill, she
said.

The present government is
firmly committed to ensure in-
dependence of judiciary and es-
tablish justice and rule of law
in the country,” she said amidst
desk thumping by her deputies.

@The Baily St

War memorials

Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernment has a plan to erect lib-
eration war memorials at dif-
ferent places of the country.

Directives have been given to
enlist the names of martyred
freedom fighters and plans
taken up to engrave their names

on stone plagues at every union
and thana.

“"We have taken steps to ac-
knowledge the real history of
the Liberation War, people will
n;:: mnrg rer:;m.in in darkness,"”
she said re to a question
froin Prof ng?tdnl:agﬁaisc?.

Work on constructing Inde-
pendence Monument, Libera-
tion Museum and Flame Eter-
nal has been started at
Suhrawardy Uddyan, where
Bangabandhu delivered his his-
toric March 7 speech and Pak-
istani occupation army sSurrern-
dered after the nine-month war,
Hasina said.

The Prime Minister said a
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CHT talks resume
in city today

By Staff Correspondent

Talks aimed at making a
breakthrough in ending
decades-old bush-war in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
will begin in the city today be-
tween the National Committee
on Chittagong Hill Tracts
(NCCHT) and the Parbattya
Chattagram Janasanghati
Samity (PCJSS). political wing
of the Shantibahini.

The talks are expected to be-

gin in the afternoon at state

Hartal in CHT
today

BANDARBAN. Mar 11: The
'Parbatya Bangalee Gano Pa-
rishad' will observe a dawn-to-
dusk hartal in three hill dis-
tricts tomorrow to realise their
12-point demand, reports UNB.

The demand covers inclu-
sion of their representatives in
the ongoing negotiation be-
tween the government and
PCJSS to settle the CHT issue.

est house Meghna after ar-
rival of the PCJSS delegation

from Dudukchhara along the
Bangladesh-Indian border by a
MI-17 military helicopter,

The meeting is expected to
ick up the unresol issues of
and rights and expulsion of

settlers on which the talks
bogged down on January 25-27
at Dhaka.

~ These were included in the
five-point demand containing
49 issues tabled earlier by the
PCJSS delegation which also
demands a regional assembly
for the CHT having an area of
14.200 sq km in the three hill
districts.

Today's talks will be the
fourth between the Awami
League government and the
PCJSS5, since the first round of
negotiations at Khagrachhari
on November 21, followed by
another in December-January.
The talks in January had
brought the guerilla leaders
from their hideouts to the capi-

See Page 12 Col 5
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The ruling Awami League
lawmakers made frontal at-
tacks on the opposition BNP's
stand on the transit issue. pro-
posed sub-regional grouping
and for playing a 'double role to
mislead the people’, report BSS,
UNB.

Taking part in the debate
over the thanks-giving motion
to the President for his address
to Parliament, the Treasury
Bench members severely criti-
cised Leader of the Opposition

m Khaleda Zia for making
irresponsible’ statements re-
cently. It were the BNP govern-
ments of Be Zia and the late
President Ziaur Rahman that
had signed the 'SAPTA' provid-
ing for transit facilities among
the SAARC countries and for

be used welfare. handing over the South Tal-
'éh,, E? ﬁmt n'g an in- | patty m'and to India. they as-

- terim. iask . lore Mw-_ﬁ — >
Ministry of E’:E at her office. “If giving transit is an act of
Principal Secretary to the sedition, n Zia should be
Prime Minister Dr S A Samad | tried posthumously on charges

and Land Mar-
gub Murshed a the meet-
ing. .

The task force led by State

Minister for Land Alhaj Rashed
Mosharraf presented the report
to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vesterday.

The Ministry of Land had
constituted a ten-member task
force on June 18, last year to as-
sess the actual position of khas

lands. vested property. aban-

doned ;i:mperty and present
state of lands on acquisition by

See Page 12 Col 8
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of treason,” State Minister for
Information Abu Sayeed told
Parliament.

Sgccd said Ziaur Rahman
signed a trade agreement with
India in 1981 where he had
agreed to give rail, water and
land transit to New Delhi for
the transport of commodities.

"Then, how Begum Zia could
issue irresponsible statements
that independence will be at
stake if transit is given." he
questioned.

Yesterday s discussion was
participated by LGRD State
Minister Syed Abul Hossain,
Adv Rahmat Ali. Col (Rtd)
Shawkat Ali, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya and SM Firoz
of Awami League.

From Opposition side, Bar-
rister Zamiruddin Sircar.

AL blasts BNP stand
on transit issue

Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury,
KM Obaidur Rahman, Ziaul
Huq Zia and Shahiduzzaman
Beitu of BNP and Begum
Roushan Ershad of Jatiya Party
took part in discussion.

Prof Abu Sayeed. in support
of his contention, observed
even former premier Begum Zia
had agreed to give transit to In-
dia by signing the SAPTA
agreement,

Referring to Begum Zia's
stand on the separatist move-
ment in the seven northeastern

See Page 12 col 6

Seeds (amend)
Bill passed

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Sangsad yesterda
assed the Seedgs (amendments

1997 by voice vote * == v

. “ﬁ.rguing for passage of the
i1,
Chowdhury said that passage of
the proposed legislation would
help ensure import of quality
seeds.

With the passage of the bill,
the members of National Seeds
Boards will be increased from
15 to 25.

A total of 28 BNP legislators
including M K Anwar, Abdul
Mannan, Shahidul Islam,
Mashiur Rahman and Major
[Retd) Akhtaruzzaman moved a
number of amendments to the

bill. The minister only act:ﬁpled
the amendment proposed by
Abdul Mannan.

The bill was placed in the
Jatiya Sangsad on March 3 and
was sent to the parliamentary
special committee, headed by
Rahmat Ali, for scrutiny. The
special committee placed its re-
port in the House on Monday.

riculture Minister Matia °*
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has started again in

different areas of the city causing traffic jam. The picture
was taken from the Elephant Road area yesterday.
— Star photo by Anisur Rahman
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Bangabandhu murder

Trial of 6 accused
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

The six arrested accused in

Bangabandhu murder case will
be produced in the court of the
District and Sessions Judge,
Dhaka today.

Earlier, the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate (CMM)
had transferred the case to the
court of the Judge, Kazi Golam
Rasul, on March 1.

Hearing of the case will.
however, be held in a building
at Nazimuddin road. Earlier,
Trial of the cases against for-
mer president HM Ershad was
also held there.

Officials said that the gov-
ernment decision with régard to
of the‘couri icr this

ticular case was taken so
hat the court could ¢ out its
business conveniently and
smoothly.

The chargesheet in the case
was submitted to the CMM's
court by the CID on January 15

Three mugged,
stabbed 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers stabbed three per-
sons and took away money and
goods worth about Tk 2.27 lakh
in separate incidents in the city
during the last two days.

A gang of four muggers en-
tered the house ol one Sohrab
Hossain in South Jatrabari
Monday night and took away
gold ornaments and electronic
goods worth about Tk 1.92 lakh,
said police. The attackers tied

See Page 12 Col 8

last.

Of the 24 accused in the case,
14 have been absconding, six
are facinF, trial, while the
names of tour others were not
sent up for their trial as they
were dead.

Following the submission ol
the chargesheet. the six accused
[acing trial were produced be-
fore the CMM's court on three
occasions before the case was
transferred to the judge's court.

The six accused are: former

See Page 12 Col 4

One stabbed
to death at
N’gan
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 11:
One person was stabbed to death
by a group of unidentified
g:mngmen at the Madanganj

han Chal Arat Sramik Kar-
machari Union office in the
town this afternoon.

According to witnesses, a
group of youths came to the
Union office and later started
playing carom. A union mem-
ber. Mostafa Kamal, protesting
their activities forced them to
leave the place.

The youths came back to the
office shortly afterwards and
stabbed Mostafa in his right
chest.

He succumbed to his injuries
on way to the Narayanganj
Hospital.

‘JP won'’t bear failures of govt’

Former President Hussain
Mohammad Ershad brushed
aside the notion he is a partner
of present government and said
he would not 'bear the failures’
of the government.

"It's an Awami League gov-
ernment ... It's not a coalition
government. And failures and
successes go with them.” he said
in an interview with UNB at his
Gulshan residence Monday
night.

Ershad, whose party sup-
ported Awami League to form
government on June 23 last
year, said: "We have supported
Awami League on certain issues
which n consensus of all po-
litical parties for resolution ...
We agree to cooperate with
them.

Asked about JP Secretary
General Anwar Hossain's join-
ing the Awami League cabinet,
he said. as per Constitution, the
Prime Minister can pick up any
MP to become part of the cabi-
net. "It does not mean that we
are coalition or part of the gov-
ernment.”

Asked for his view about the
present political situation, he
said it is too early to make a
comment.

Ershad against pullout
of troops from CHT

"But one thing | can say BNP
is trying to destabilise democ-
racy which is not a cerrect pol-
icy. They are trying to scare in-
vestors away by issuing threat,
although it is empty.”

About the performance of
the Sheikh Hasina government,
the former President said: "It is
only eight months old. It is very
difficult to make any particular
comment about the govern-
ment.

He. however, said: "What 1
can appreciate is she (Hasina) is
trying sincerely to improve
things. She is f:arr'ying the bur-
den of the past, legacy of the
past which will take many
many years lo overcome.

He spoke slrongly against
the reported move towards
pulling out troops from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts follow-
ing a deal on tribal refugee repa-
triation.

"They (Govt) should not do it.
It will be absolutely incorrect
decision, if they take away the
army,” said Ershad, the former
army chiel.

About another contentious
issue of giving transit to India,
the JP Chairman said it would

See Page 12 Cal 1

BB plan to salvage
capital market

The central bank yesterday
announced a contingency plan
to salvage the crisis-ridden
capital market after the price
index of the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change continued to slide.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Lutfor Rahman Sarkar told
UNB last night that the steps
were taken to protect the inter-
est ol small investors and bring
back stability in the market.

The amount of loans for the
simall investors have been dou-
bled to Tk 20 lakh from Tk 10
lakh while the amount of loan
which was 40 per cent of the
market value of share increased
to 50 per cent.

For the first time, the li-
censed brokers of the stock-
market will be given loans upto
Tk 50 lakh from the banks so
that they could purchase shares
and thereby help check the con-
tinued slide of share prices.

The Investment Corporation
of Bangladesh (ICB) will raise
its loan ratio to 1:3 from the
present rate of 1:2. That means
an investor will get Tk 300 as
loan against his deposit of Tk
100.

From now on. the cornmer-
cial banks can put 10 per cent ol
their loanable fund in the capi-
tal market which will increase

juries in a

transaction in the market.

The central bank yesterday
informed all the commercial
banks of the government steps
through a circular asking them
to implement the decisions.

"Stability will prevail in the
market following the steps.’
hoped the BB Governor, saying
that the bank would take fur-
ther steps, if necessary, for
morale-boosting in the market.

He said the all share-price
index should not be allowed to
fall further. The steps have been

See Page 12 col 7

14 hurt 1n Ctg
shipyard fire

CHITTAGONG, Mar 11: Four-
teen workers sustained burn in-
as explosion inside
a broken ship that sparked off
fire at a shipyard in Sitakundo
thana today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the fire that
broke out at the ship's oil tank
at MR Enterprise Shipyard in
Jahanabad drea continued for
about five hours since 11 am.

Critically injured four ETE
workers — Nasir, 28, Hakim, "
Aziz. 24, and Azad, 24, — were
admitted to CMCH.

5-yr plan to stop child
trafficking underway

By Mizan Ali

The Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs in collabora-
tion with UNICEF and ILO. is
drawing up a five-year plan to
check child trafficking from
Bangladesh, according to offi-
cial sources.

A government announce-
ment in this regard is likely to
be made within a couple of days,
the sources added.

The Ministry already held
separate meetings with officials
of other relevant ministries.
donor argcncicﬁ and NGOs last
month for preparing plan.

Strategies chalked out dur-
ing the meetings include collec-
tion of detailed information
about child trafficking and ex-
tensive study of the problem;
campaign across the country to
create awareness,; measures for
increasing the capability of
agencies dealing with the prob-
lem and opening rehabilitation
centres for repatriated and res-
cued children.

The Directorate of Women
and Children Affairs will im-
plement the plan under the su-

ervision ol the Ministry of

omen and Children Affairs. A
project office, to be headed by a
project director, will be set up in
the Directorate.

An operational committee
will also be formed with repre-
sentations from the agencies
concerned. The director ol
Women and Children Affairs
will oversee the implementa-
tion of the plan.

A national committee has
also been proposed to be set up.
The national committee will be
headed by the Minister for
Women and Children Affairs as
the chairman, the sources said.

Other members of the na-
tional committee will be secre-
taries of the ministries of edu-
cation, law, justice and parlia-
mentary affairs. information,
home affairs, local government
and rural development, foreign
affairs. labour and manpower,
social welfare, and representa-

tives of the planning commis-
sion, IMED, ERD. NGO commu-
nity ILO and the UNICEF. The

secretary of the minisl_riy of
women and children aflairs
will act as the member secre-

tar*h
ere will be district coor-
dination committees headed
the Deputy by Commissioner to
implement the plan.

The district committee will
also include the SP, Civil Sur-

See Page 12 Cal 8

Further reform in Bangla-
desh's trade policy was needed
for the existing anti-

ex bias and allowing more
ient allocation of resources
to encou innovation and

development of export, a World
Lauding Bangladesh for its
mtll:m tr:lé;adl: pol-
reform.” the st paper,
orid Bank Action Note." said,
accelerating trade-policy re-
form as by the bank
will support the country's ex-
port-oriented growth stralegy
It further said adherence o

L ]

| bank's prescription would en-

courage much needed invest-
ment— both domestic and fag-
eign— in the export-oriented
sector,

Expressing the bank's opti-
mism of realizing the goal after
trade policy reform takes place,
the World Bank report for the
month of January states that
such objective would be
achieved if quality goods are
available at reasonable prices.

The result of the trade re-
form effort has brought about
statutory level of protection-
closer Lo the observed level as

indicated by the narrowing dif-

ference between world and do-
mestic prices. Smuggling gets
incentive if there is a great dif-
ference between world and do-
mestic prices, it said.

The bank said average effec-
tive protection rates indicate
that trade policy reform has not
shifted incentives fully towards
the J)mduct.mn of exportables. It
said so far export success in
Bangladesh is confined to spe-
cial environment which is in-
sulated from the prevailing
trade regime.

The bank observed that the
impressive success of the gar-

ments industry could be repli-
cated in other industries by
making the special environ-
ment the rule rather than the
exception. It cautioned to re-
verse the current declining
trend of Bangladesh's share in
world export and asked removal
of incentives for smuggling and
duty evasion through the
und};rpriclrlg of imports from
the current trade regime.

Bangladesh whose share of
world exports shrunk from .09
per cent in 1972 to .06 in 1994
must take advantage of the re-
forms already underway to

Further trade reform needed to remove anti-export bias: WB

maximise export-oriented
growth and realise a greater vi-
sion for trade, the bank said. It
said the country should adopt
many provisions of the recently
concluded Uruguay Round

ment to signal private in-
vestors of Bangladesh's stead-
fast commitment to a liber-

alised trade regime.

Of the measures to be taken,
import liberalisation— the
most effective way to promote
trade and especially exports—
and tariff reform are critical

first steps.
The %umk said the govern-

ment should commit to a pre-
announced programme of
across the board reform and
move away from special ex-

emptions and compensations if
it wanted an open and stable
trade regime that attracts in-
vestors and stimulates export
growth. Advance announce-
ment of tariff reform is essen-
tial to reduce uncertainty for
investors and producers and the
government should announce
medium term strategy In its
next budget. outlining tariff
changes for next few fiscal
years, the bank said.

. —

Steps to control
use of power

hours' in city

A high-level official meeting

yesterday took several deci-
sions to control use of electric-
ity in the city during the "peak
hours” for the next one month
from March 15, reports UNB.
The meeting was held in the
wake of the city dwellers’ siifer-

ings, particularly the SSC ex- .
aminees, caused by the persist- -

ing loadshedding in the city due
to shortfall in power genera-
tion. e

Power. Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister M Noor Ud-
din Khan and Dhaka City Cor-
poration Mayor Mohammad

. Hanif attended the meeting at

Nagar Bhaban in the morning.
The meeting suggested to
gear up the drive to immedi-
ately disconnect all the illegal
power lines, shut down the city
markets, shops and commer-
cial establishments — except
medicine shops. food shops and
kutcha bazar — after 7 pm, stop
all kinds of lighting except the
government announced special
ceremonial days. and keep the
lights of one side of the roads

- See Page 12 Col 8

Tax-free import
of generators

allowed

The government has decided
to allow tax-free import of gen-
erators to minimise power cri-
sis in the country, reports UNB.

Finance Minisier Shah A M
S Kibria said this while ex-
changing views at a meeting
with the leaders of Federation
of Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI} at the conference room
of the ministry.

Citing various initiatives of
the government to strengthen
the loan realisation process,
Kibria said the country's pre-
sent credit expansion situation
is satisfactory.

He told the business leaders
that a committee, comprising
the government and chamber
representatives, has been con-
stituted to regenerate the sick
industries economically. |,

Kibria emphasised the sf-
dication process far disbuwssing
credit lo bigger projects and
open exchange of views between
the government and business
leaders on financial matters.

FBCCI President Yussuf Ab-
dullah Harun assured the min-
ister of all possible cooperation
in different economic efforts of
the government.

Acid throwing

DMP announces
reward for

arrest of two

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice (DMP) vesterday announced
a Tk 30.000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest ol
two persons who threw acid on
two young girls in the city re-
cently.

The wanted two are: Chan
Miah alias Chandu. son of Abul
Hashem of Chankharpul Lane
under Kotwali thana and Abdul
Quddus, son of Abdul Kader of
Meradia Bhuiyanpara in
Shabujbagh.

At about 9:30 pm on Satur-
day, Chan Miah, after entering
a house at Abul Hasnat Road
threw acid on Sonia, 13, burn-
ing her eyes and other portion
of her face. Daughter of Md
Firoz. she was watching televi-
sion with her parents at the
time. said police. She was under
treatment at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) till
last night.

On Monday night, Abdul
Quddus threw acid on Sathi, 10,
daughter of Abdul Khaleq of
Meradia Bhuiyanpara when she
was taking her meal, according
to police. Quddus followed Sathi
when she was returning home
after watching television at a
neighbour's house. The attacker
threw acid on Sathi's face using
a piece of bamboo fence, police
said. She was taken to the
DMCH.

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam visited Sonia at the DMCH

yesterday.

New admission
system for Hons

classes at RU.

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Mar 11: A new
admission system has been in-
troduced for first year Honours
classes of 1996-97 session in
Rajshahi Universily.

The new system Wwas lg
proved at a meeting of the ad-

mission committee of RU yes-
terday with Vice Chancellor

Prof Abdul Kaleque in the

chair.
Under the new system each

candidate has to appear in a
written test of two hours for 80
marks and one per cent marks
from SSC and HSC examina-
tions would be added with the
test results.

Application forms for ad-
mission will be distributed
from April 26 to May 15, ac-
cording to RU sources.

Meanwhile, Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS) brought out a pro-
cession on the campus protest-
ing the new admission system.
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