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Trade fair drawing large
number of visitors

e

By Rafiq Hasan

Rush of visitors at the Dhaka International Trade Fair.

The month-long Dhaka In-
ternational Trade Fair at Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar in the city is
drawing an increasing number
ol visitofs from all walks of
life.

A large number ol people
were gathering al the lair ev-
E;‘__\,rda}r to buy or have a glimpse
of various types ol products
ranging from irozen fish to air-
conditioned car coming from
different parts of the world.

In addition to several hun-
dred local business houses, a
large number of foreign compa-
nies setting up a total of 121
stalls and pavilions are dis-
playing attractive goods and
rare products. Companies from
al least 24 countries are partic-
ipating in the fair to advertise
and display their products.

Young sales executives, irn-
cluding some ladies, were trying
to attract the people to their
stalls and pavilions, declaring
attractive and expensive prizes

inst lucky coupons.

"If you buy Tk 50 to 100
worth of goods you get a lucky
coupon and the lirst prize
against these is a 1300CC Toy-
ota car.” sales executive of
Shezan Vally was luring the
visitors.

The prizes against lucky
coupons issued by most of the
comparnies like Nabisco Biscuil.
Aromatics, Unitex Industries,
Rupchanda Oils range f{rom
Dhaka-Calcutta air tickets to

Sadhapur
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police arrested 32 people in-
cluding 13 Ansars posted in a
camp at Sadhapur set up early
last month on a 100-acre land
reportedly belonging to FParlex
Real Estate Ltd.

Meanwhile, the 10 Ansars
following interrogation during
the three-day remand confessed
that they had fire 84 shots dur-
ing the incident.

However, the CID team was
yet to confirm whether other
type of fire arms were used dur-
ing the incident on February 28.

Besides. the CID asked the
authorities concerned to take
steps so that some senior offi-
cials of Partex Group can not
leave the country before the in-
vestigation was completed.

private cars and Colour Televi-
sions.

Attention of the visitors was
being drawn to a white tour-
wheel vehicle made by a Turk-
ish company which cost Tk
2.50,000 only. A local represen-
tative of "Otoser.” the manufac-
turing company, told this cor-
respondent, "If we had enough
stock, we could sell at least five
vehicles every day.” But the ve-
hicle which can be a substitute
for local tempo was only for
display.

“You probably will see this
four-wheeler on the streets of
Dhaka soon, as a number of
buyers have already put up or-

ders.” said Mahbubur Rahman,

a sales executive of "Esinteks
Lid." a business house from
Turkey.

Besides big size refrigerators,
tape recorders and various
other electronic products. the
Rangs Group has oftered for sale
53" television sets. The price of
this large size TV sel is Tk 2.60
lakh.

Panch Bhai Engineering. a
company from Dholaikhal
area, has put on display and
sale a number of locally made
machinery like concrele mixer.
roof wheyst, crane. diesel en-
gine and tower crane.

Managing Director of the
company Chanchal Mahmud
saic. "Although we produce a
number of heavy machinery in
our factory, we could not sell
those due to lack of propa-

Vietnamese PM
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also likely to be signed for set-
tng up of a joint chamber by
the apex trade bodies of the two
courntries.

Expansion of trade between
Dhaka and Hanoi will be em-
phasised at the official talks.

Vo Van Kiel will address the
business comuinunily at a recep-
tion organised by the FBCCI
during his stay.

The Vietnamese Prime Min-
ister will pay a courtesy call on
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed. He will also visit the
National Memorial at Savar to
pay tributes to the heroes of the
Liberation War, A state banquet
will also be hosted for the visit-
ing dignitary.

i{e will leave Dhaka Monday
allernoon.
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ganda.’

He further said. "basi::ailr
we have come here to let people
know that these types of ma-
chinery could be produced in
our country at much lower cost
than that of imported ones.” A
concrete mixture and a tower
wheyst machine cost only Tk 65
thousand and Tk 1.60 lakh re-
spectively while any imported
machine of this type would cost
more than Tk two lakh, he
claimed.

Though he was yet to get any
orders, he hoped that people
would buy those in the future.

A gathering was seen in a
large pavilion set up by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in the
middle of the exhibition venue,
where expensive Persian car-
pets. ornamentis, melamine
goods and food items were put
on sale and display by more
than two dozen Iranian compa-
nies.

The price of a beautiful Per-
sian carpet of standard size was
Tk 12 thousand while packets
of Iranian sweats and peanuts
cost Tk 200 to 750.

Apart from their own deco-
ration cost, a local company
had to pay Tk 50 thousand for
an ordinary stall and Tk 1.25
lakh for a pavilion while the
foreign companies were charged
200 dollars lor a stall and 1000
dollars for a pavilion, sources
in the Export Promotion Bureau
which organised the fair said.

Women’s Day
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while various other organisa-
tions also held different pro-
gramimes.

Poet Begum Sufia Kamal, in
a message on the occasion, re-
called the contribution of Clara
Jetkin for the cause of op-
pressed women and called for
removing all sorts of discrimi-
nation between men and
WOINET.

The Nari Samaj procession
started from in front of the Na-
tional Museum. Its rally was
held at the TSC road island, fol-
lowed by a cultural function.

Speakers at the rally raised
various demands including,
trial ol the persons responsible
for murdering Yasmin and
Shima, immediate publication
of the probe report on abduction
of tribal girl Kalpana Chakma,
formation of a special tribunal
to try war-criminals and
rapists, introducing 'Uniform
Family Code’, full ratification
ol CEDAW, an international
charter for elimination of dis-
criminations against women;
proper recording of women's
role in the history of the coun-
try's liberation, shifting of
women from 'safe custody’ in
jails to safer places and more
representation of women in
parliament.

Farida Akhter, Sultana
Akliter Ruby, Krishna Chanda,
Maleka Banu, Kavita Chakma
and Fatema Begum addressed
the rally chaired by Shirin
Akhter.

Environment and Forest
Minister Sayeda Sajeda
Chowdhury led the procession,
organised by her ministry on
the occasion. It started from the
Central Shaheed Minar, and
terminated near the Engineers
Institution.

Thousands of women joined
the colourful procession to cre-

ate mass awareness nst the
bad impact of black smoke
spewed nutay vehicles.

Jatiya Mahila Party also

held a discussion and brought
out a procession in observance
of the International Women's
Day. -
The meeting, held at its of-
fice, was attended by Jatiya
Party (JM Presidium member
Begum Zinat Hossain MP as
chief guest and former MP Be-
gum Amina Bari- as special

est while it was chaired by

ulbul Nahbar and conducted
by Begum Farida Sikder.
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Study reports on water
sector not well preserved

By Staff Correspondent

* Speakers at a seminar -
terday said that there should be

| properly funded institution to

reserve study reports and in-
ormation on the country's wa-
ter sector.

They were addrcutn% a sem-
inar on 'Lessons from the His-

tory of Water Management
Studies in Bangladesh' in the
city.

"Students in the USA do not
get any literature on waler
management in Bangladesh to
pursue their studies,” noted Dr
Salim Rashid, Senior Research
Fellow of the American Insti-
tute of Bangladesh Studies
(AIBS), while narrating his ex-

eriences in writing the
ote paper of the seminar.

Dr Rashid said that although
several serious studies were
carried out in this regard over
the last 50 years. not many were
available 'anywhere'. On gov-
ernment policy on further
studies on the issue, he said, "1
am struck by the single-minded
devotion of all studies to the
goal of food self-sufficiency."

He emphasised on a national
debate on the issue and said,
"Let us begin such a debate so
that self-sufficiency in food be-
comes a conclusion and not a
premise.”

Reading out his papers. Dr

Rashid suggested that the for-
eign reports must be separated
from their local reception since
the dominant reports were ei-
ther American or American
dominated.

Dr Ainun Nishat of BUET,
commenting on the issue said
that he was a member of the re-
cently set up Agriculture Com-
mission where the government
has set a target to produce 25
million tones of foodgrain by
the year 2000,

"What does self-sufficiency
in food signify? Is it only rice or
is it also ftish, pulses and other
agri outputs?” he asked, adding
that plans should be made con-
sidering land and water re-
sources of the country.

Former chairman of the
Joint River Commission Amijad
Hossain Khan alleged that all
new planning in the country
depended on how the 'donors’
wanted it to be.

"In the last 36 years there
have been six master plans in
the couniry's water manage-
ment but none has been imple-
mented,"” he said.

The seminar was organised
by the Centre for Development
Research Bangladesh (CDRB).
Dr Mizanur Rahman Shelley,
Chairman CDRB was the mod-
erator.
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preserving the interest of
women in all spheres, necessary
decision for ensuring women
participation and im-
plementing the steps taken for
their welfare. .

The strategy also includes

implementation of the action-
lan within the scheduled time,
orming inter-ministerial
commiittee and ensuring the ac-
countability of all these efforts
to the Jativa Mohila Unnayan
Parishad.

A National Action Plan for
women development has been
formulated for proper imple-
mentation of the policy for the
national women development,
Hasina said, adding this would
be incorporated in the next
Fifth Five-Year Plan.

"As we are on the threshold
of the 21st century, our com-
mitmerit is to build a suciet{
free from exploitation throug
eliminating all forms of dis-
crimination between man and
woman, she told the huge gath-
ering of womnien.

Referring to oppression and
repression on women, Hasina

Typhoid
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hospital strains showed high
frequency of resistance and did
not reflect the true picture of re-
sistance pattern of typhoid
germ.

"The actual drug resistance
is lower than what has been
conceived from reports in in-
ternational journals which had
somehow managed to creale a

panic.” he added. "A gradual de-
crease in the multi-drug resis-
tance at both private clinics
and government hospitals was
observed from studies done be-
tween 1994 to 1996."

It was mentioned that bil-
lions of dollars were being
spent in the world to develo
new vaccines against typhoid.
The countries which are manu-
facturing the wvaccines have

* never used them (the vaccines)

to eradicate the organism from
their country. "If a fraction of
that budget can be spent for the
improvement of water supply
system and in growing aware-
ness, we will not only be able to
eradicate this disease but also
other diseases like dysentery.
cholera and other diarrhoeal
diseases allogether.” Dr Saha
said.

- The seminar was based on
several publications on the
original works of Dr Saha and
his team at the Shishu Hospital
in Transactions of Royal Soci-
ety ol Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene, Journal of Anti-Mi-
crobial Chemotherapy and An-
nals of Tropical Paediatrics of
UK and Journal of Clinical Mi-
crobiology, USA.

Following the presentation
of the paper, a panel of eminent
doctors including Prof Nurul Is-
lam of IPGMR, Prof Monzoor
Hussain and Prof Sirajul Islam
of Dhaka Shishu Hospital, Prof
Farida Huq of BEXIMCO
Pharma and Maj Gen Motiur
Rahman of AFIP took part in
discussions.

Women development

said tougher law would be en-
acted to stop cruelty on women.

She said her government
had taken steps against the ac-
cused for raping Seema Chowd-
hury in Chittagong and regret-
ted previous government's at-
tempt to save those accused of
the Yasmin incident in Dina-
jpur in 1995.

The Prime Minister also re-
called with gratitude the con-
tribution of Begum Rokeya,
Nawab Faizunessa, Shamsun-
nahar Mahmud, Begum Sufia
Kamal, Dr Nileema Ibrahim
and others who waged move-
ment for the emancipation of
WOINE.

She paid tribute to Pritilata
Waddedar, Kalpana Dutta, Ila
Mitra, Matangini Hazrah for
their heroic role against the
colonial rule.

Also, Hasina recalled with
gratitude the courageous con-
tribution of women in the coun-
try's Liberation War.

The function was presided by
Dr Mozammel Hossain, State
Minister for Social Welfare and
Women and Children Affairs. It
was also addressed by Ayesha
Khanam, Khushi Kabir, Dr
Nileema Ibrahim, David E
Lockwood, Resident Represen-
tative of UNDP, and Dr Eric
Laroche, Officer-in-Charge of
UNICEF.

Earlier, Dr Mozammel Hos-
sain handed over the copy of the
National Women Development
Policy 10 the Priine Minister.

‘Swarna’ inventor
alleges threat

on life
By Staff Correspondent

Prominent scientist and in-
ventor of environment friendl
fertiliser 'Swarna’, Dr Abdu
Khaleque alleged that a section
of chemical fertiliser and pesti-
cide dealers had been threaten-
ing his life.

Addressing a press confer-
ence yesterday, Dr Khaleque
further alleged that he had been
targeted by 'vested groups'
which includes some officials
of Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute and the agriculture de-
partment.

Beside threatening and ha-
rassing him in various ways, a
group of fertiliser and pesticide
dealers recently attacked and
ransacked his house in Chit-
tagong city, he said.

He said although his praduct,
Swarna, which increases soil in
a fertility natural way got
patent approval from the
government and was recognised
internationally, the govern-
ment has sent a letter to every
thana agriculture official ask-
ing not to use the organic fer-
tiliser.

Dr R A Ghani, an eminent
scientist who was also present
at the conference held at a local
hotel, urged the government to
protect the life of Dr Khaleque.

Dr Khaleque informed
newsmen that Swarna was be-
ing produced in a plant at Rang-
pur which was capable of sup-
plying 36 lakh tonnes of fer-
tiliser annually.
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Papia Sarwar rendering Tagore song at a function marking
the fifth founding anniversary of the daily Bhorer Kagoj

yesterday.
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Bhorer Kagoj function told

'Opposition should form
shadow cabinet'

By Staff Correspondent

Former Chief Adviser Jus-

tice Habibur Rahman has said
the nation could march forward

upholding the democratic order
and the Constitution guarantee-
ing welfare of the masses.

Democratic system is yet to
be perfect but there is no alter-
native to it for peaceful transfer
of power in a modern society, he
told a function to mark the
sixth year of publication of the
daily Bhorer Kagoj at a city ho-
tel yesterday evening.

In his nearly 45-minute
speech, the former chiel adviser
traced the origin and evolution
of democracy from the city
states during Hellenic period to
the modern day. pinpointing
the responsibilities of the rul-
ing party and the np]positinn,

In democracy, both sides
need each other, Justice Rah-
man said adding that their re-
sponsibility to their electorate
is to discharge their due role. He
stressed the need for a shadow
cabinet by the opposition to
make the system meaningful
and keep them ready for the
change of government. .

The former chief adviser of
the caretaker government,
which supervised the June 12
general elections last year,
laced his speech with humour
that sent a packed audience at
the ballroom of Sheraton Hotel
often into laughter.

Sometimes the top leaders ol
dilferent parties make state-
ments on all issues. Agriculture
minister makes statement on
foreign policy because of the ab-
sence of a shadow cabinet, he
said.

He raised the question how
would the members of a neutral
caretaker government exercise
their franchise. But does not the
non-partisan government bear
no-confidence of politicians in
the system, he questioned.

But he had words of praise
for the election his administra-
tion had supervised, saying that
it resulted in producing a very
strong opposition with 113
members [rom the major oppo-
sition party, something which
was not there in the past. The
essence of democracy is multi-
party system although there
had been attempt in the past for
a brief period to do away with it.

It did not work. Multi-party

democracy means peaceful
transfer of power to an elected
government.

Referring to the current situ-
ation, he said "We are noticing a
good trend these days. TlLe
strong opposition is making it-

self felt and the ruling party is
accepting their suggestions to
amend Dbills, ike the
Bankruptcy Act. But two-third
majority provokes a rulin
arty to be impulsive”. He sai
oycott. resignations from par-
liament and show of street
ower spawns violence and a
gl’ﬂ:ﬂﬂ isplay of street power is
suicidal. !

The function was rounded
off with a solo session of songs
by Papiya Sarwar. A number of
city's elite, ministers, opposi-
tion leaders, businessmen and
officials attended it.

Editor of the paper Matiur
Rahman received the guests
who included Commerce Minis-
ter Tofail Ahmed, Finance Min-
ister SAMS Kibria, Home Min-
ister Rafiqul Islam, Environ-
ment Minister Sajeda Choud-
hury and State Minister for In-
formation Abu Sayeed, BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan, and former in-
formation minister Shamsul
Islam. Prof Abdullah Saeed
conducted the function.

Woman raped
in city slum
By Staff Correspondent

A young woman was raped
allegedly by a group of local
men at a slum in Katashur area
under Mohammadpur thana in
the city late Friday.

The gang forcibly entered the
makeshift house of the woman
at Namabazar slum at around

- 11 pm and abused her.

e victim, aged about 25,
filed a case with Mohammadpur
thana accusing four persons of
whom one was identified as
Tulu, police said.

However, none was arrested
in this connection till last
night.

PM’s directive
| From Page 1

that 46 per cent work of the an-
nual developiment programime
(ADP) had been completed dur-
ing first six months of the cur-
rent financial year.

The railway, which is facin
a stiff competition from roa
transport, has planned massive
15-year plan to build a compre-
hensive rail network by the
year 2010, for which a fund of
Tk 12,500 crore will be re-
qL}gﬁl the Prime Minister was
told.

5 held with
.arms 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

The Detective Branch (DB) of
police arrested five members, of
an organised of terrorists
and arms and am-
munition from them in city's

Rampura area Friday night.

The arrested were identified
as Salahuddin alias Sagar, Lal
Miah, Abdul Mannan, Abu
Taleb and Rashed Ali, police

Acting on a tip-off, the DB
team intercepted a microbus in
which the members were
travelling. in front of Ekra-
munnesa High School and re-
covered two revolvers, one
home-made gun and 26 bullets.

A case has been filed with
Gulshan thana in this connec-

[~ tion.

Kerb market
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issued last week had a tive
impact on the kerb market, the
traders said.

They said they know that
their fate will be sealed when
DSE goes for automated trans-
action in September, but the
latest DSE circular has virtu-
ally put them out of business al-
ready.

A delegation of the
Bangladesh Small Investors
Federation (BSIF) yesterday
met Chairman of Securities and
Exchange Commission Dr.
Harunur Rashid at his office.

In a statempent, the BSIF
leaders later said they are con-
cerned about attempts to push
small investors into uncer-
tainty with the DSE ecircular di-
recting that no share certificate
would be accepted without the
copy the of hawala. This direc-
tive is a clear violation of the
com laws, they said. Urg-
ing ﬁ‘:{g authorities to with-
draw the circular, they said
BSIF would stage a protest in
front of the DSE at 10 am today.

Jamuna Bridge
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should be given additional
compensation because most of
them are very poor.

In this context, Landell-
Mills referred to former finance
minister M Saifur Rahman who

was very much critical of pro-
viding such huge compensation.
Though the compensation
rogramme is, to some extent,
iberal, it is needed to rehabili-
“tate the affected e, he said.
The WB chief, however,
pointed to many complex ele-
ments of the project. "When 1|
first visited the spot, there were
a few houses green fields on
both sides of the JMB project,
but when I went there for the
second time, | found thousands

of houses that emerged
0 ight," he said.
JMBA Secretary Abdul Muy-

eed Chowdhury, who chaired
the day-long workshop, said the
vernment was providing cash
or land thnugh the donors in-
sisted on land-for-land system
of rehabilitation.
. Chowdhury said that a fund
would be given to an NGO to
provide loan facilities to the
affected people for self-em-
ployment.

e JMBA and WB have de-
cided that people living in the
sandbars within 12 km north
and 10 km south of the bridge
axis and 0.5 km inland from
river banklines on both sides
should also be compensated if
their land is eroded and gﬂ;’s
damaged by erosion or S.

- The compensation will be made

fof a period of three s.
BFE‘EC has cundunﬁra socio-
economic baseline survey in the
tential erosion and flood-af-
ected area and registered

I 24 500 families.

City hospital services ‘
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outside Dhaka as well as civil
surgeon-led committees at the
district and thana levels.

The six-member committee
for the city has been empowered
to co-opt members. '

The meeting further decided
on holding of quarterly review
meetings of the health ministry
and instruct its relevant sec-
tions on unresolved issues.

It also resolved that the au-
thorities concerned take appro-
priate steps to implement a re-
cent decision of the health min-
istry to keep the ministry and
all offices, hospitals and medi-
cal centres under it free from
smoking,

Earlier, the meeting with the
Health Secretary Mohammad
Ali in the chair, discussed and
analysed the pro s in the
implementation of the deci-
sions, taken at the previous re-
view meeting.

Addressing the meeting, the
health secretary stressed the

for standardising services
at all the government and semi-
government hospitals and med-
ical centres.

The secretary also placed a

J set of recommendations for the

that some of the

health otticials including the
heads of different hospitals and
urged them to take necessary
steps for their implementation.
The suggestions include reg-
ular vigilance by the hospital
directors and superintendents
to monitor timely attendance of
the dr-ti:. wad employees;
evening visits of the hospitals
by the professors; kﬁeﬂn%the
hospital canteens and kitchens
clean; ensuring smooth and
faster services to the patients
and their attendants and ap-
propriate publicity on the issue;
introduction of guiding system
for the patients; simplilying the
rocess of admission at the
ospitals, wearing of aprons by
the on-duty doctors, nurses and
other employees, and holdin
weekly meetings by the hospita
chiefs with all concerned to re-
view the progress in imple-
menting the steps for improv-
ing standard of services.

also viewed

lems iden-
tified could be resolved by the
hospital directprs and assured

that the ministry could solve
other problems which could not
be managed by the directors.

The secretary
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