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Kerb marketmen
demonstrate

outside DSE

By Staff Correspondent

A group of kerb market
traders demonstrated outside
the Dhaka Stock Exchange yes-
terday protesting the DSE's di-
rective forbidding transactions
of share certificates without
haivala receipts and settlement
bills.

The demonstrators said the
DSE decision has put the fate of
kerb traders in the stock mar-
ket into uncertainty.

Police tried to stop the
protesters when they made
their way towards the DSE's
main entrance, already pro-
tected by a makeshift bamboo
barrier. However, police later
relented and allowed the

protesters to stage their demon-

stration.

The kerb market was virtu-
ally deserted yesterday as the
DSVE trading floor opened after
the weekend. The DSE circular

See Page 12 Col 8

951 expelled on
second day of
SSC exams

A total of 951 examinees
were expelled on the second day
of the ondary School Cer-
tificate (SSC) examination un-
der five education boards yes-
terday. officials said, reports
UNB.

No untoward incident was

reported from anywhere of the

country during the Bangla sec-
ond paper examination yester-
day. Highest 574 were expelled
in Rajshahi Board.
The break up of the expelled
examinees in four other boards
is as follows: Dhaka —142,

Comilla —190, Jessore —10 and

Chittagong — 35.
— Inside Today
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Women Developmen
Policy announced

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday announced
the National Women Develop-
ment Policy for upgrading so-
cial status of the womenfolk
eliminating discrimination be-
tween man and woman, reports
UNB.

Announcimg the policy she
told hundreds and thousands of
cheering women at the Interna-
tional Women's Day rally that
the government had taken
comprehensive measures to
implement this policy.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that
organisations
and all other NGOs and social
organisations would come for-
ward to implement the policy
for the development of the ne-
glected and oppressed half of

' the country's estimated 120

million population.
"Kéepin% women, who con-
stitute hall of the population,

degraded, social development is
not possible.” said the Prime

B

-

yesterday.

Minister.

She told the function, organ-
ised at the Engineers Institute,
that the government is deter-
mined to implement the policy
and action-plan adopted in the
Fourth World Conference on
Women held in Beijing.

Hasina gave highlights of
the Women Development Pol-
icy, first of its kind in
Bangladesh. It aims at estab-
lishing paritly between men and
women in all spheres of na-
tional life, she said.

Among other salient fea-
tures of the policy are: Security
of women in social, familial
and state levels, empowerment
of women in political, social
and administrative matters,
human rights for women and
highlighting the positive image
of women and girl-child
through mass media.

Hasina said transforming
the womenfolk into an efficient
and enlightened human re-
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source, freeing women from the
curse of poverty. recognition of
the contribution of women in

social and economic sectors,

elimination of discrimination
against women and girl-child,

ensuring healthcare and nuytri-

tion for women, giving priority
to women in providing housing
facility, rehabilitation of
women affected in time of natu-

ral calamity and the acts of ar-
son are also included in the pol-
icy.

FThE Prime Minister dis-
closed the strategy adopted by
the government to implement
the policy. '

These include building insti-
tutional structure from grass-
roots to national level. coordi-
nation between the develop-
ment policies and activities of

different organisations, divisz

sions and ministries through
Jatiya Mohila Parishad. pre-
venting oppression on woinen,
See Page 12 Col 4
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" Sammilita Nari Samaj brought out a colourful processgiow in the city in ﬂbEEWﬂn_ of the Internatipmal Women's Day
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Processions,
rallies on
International

Women's Day
By Staff Correspondent

The International Women's
Day was observed in the coun-

~ try, as elsewhere in the world,

yesterday.

Different socio-cultural and
women's organisations marked
the day through varjous pro-
grammes. _

March 8 has been observed
as International Women's Day
since 1985, commemorating the
sacrifices made female
workers of a needle factory in
the US city of New York 140
years back. In 1857, fermpale
workers of the factﬂgy, led by
Clara Jetkin, voiced protest
against inhuman working con-
dition and 12-hour working pe-
riod. .

In observance of the day, the
Environment and Forest Min-
istry brought out a:procession
in the city; Sammilita Nari
Samaj., a platform of various
women's bodies, brought out
another procession and a rally

See Page 12 Col 3
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The government has
launched a massive rehabilita-
tion programme under which
Tk 234 crore will be spent for
resettlement of people displaced
due to the construction of Ja-
muna Multipurpose Bridge
(JMB), reports UNB.

Officials said the money
would be spent from domestic
resources as compensation to
some 90.000 people on both
sides of the JMB project, under
the Revised Resettlement Ac-
tion Plan (RRAP) and Erosion
and Flood Affected Persons
(EFAP).

Besides, Tk 24 crore has been
allocated for Environmental
Management Action Plan
(EMAP). This fund will also be
provided from domestic re-
sources.

The disclosure was given at a
day-long workshop on "Com-
pensation of Project Affected
Persons of Jamuna Multipur-

pose Bridge project” in the city
}rtsterdar.

Jointly organised by JMBA
and Bangladesh Institute of
Administration and Manage-
ment (BIAM), it was partici-
pated by the representatives of
World Bank. Asian Develop-
ment Bank, Japan, members of
JMB's panel of experts, law ad-
visers, NGO activists, represen-
tatives of affected people and
union parishads. JMB olfficials
and newsmen.

Speakers said adequate
amount ol compensation had
been arranged for resettlement
of over 90,000 people as per the
government and WB policy.

The compensation ensures
that the affected persons getl
enough money to buy land and
other property at present mar-
ket price.

In addition, JMBA has kept
provision for additional assis-
tance 10 the affected people.

. Tk 234 cr plan to rehabilitate
- people affected by JMB

Addressing the function,
JMBA officials said that the
government had adopted com-
Hjensatiun policy to cover all

nds of losses.

Not only the landowners,
they said, but also other people
who have been affected in vari-
ous ways during the implemen-
tation of the JMB project would
get compensation money.

The government has ac-
quired 7,900 acres of land for
the implementation of the
country's largest bridge which
will greatly contribute to the
overall political, economic, so-
cial advancement of the people
on both sides of the Jamuna.

Speaking on the occasion,
WB mission chief Pierre Lan-
dell-Mills said the principal
concept of the construction of
the bridge is the benefit of the
people.

He said the displaced people

' See Page 12 Col 8
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Vietnamés'e mier
arrives today

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister of Vietnam
Vo Van Kiet arrives inn Dhaka
this afternoon on a two-day of-
ficial visit to Bangladesh.

The visit is expected to fur-
ther strengthen economic ties
between the two nations which
have a shared history of strug-
gle against oppression and for
liberation. Bangladesh was
among the first countries to
recognise the provisional gov-
ernment of Vietnam in 1973.
An accord on bilateral coopera-
tion is due to be signed during
the visit.

A warm welcome will be ac-
corded to the Vietnamese Prime
Minister on his arrival. Four
jets of the Bangladesh Air Force
will escort his aircratt after it
enters Bangladesh territory. A
19-gun salute will herald his
arrival.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will receive him at the
g nterpational Airport, They
lorcade to state guest house Ja-
muna where the distinguished

fe T 3 reremorntialTmos—~

guest will by staying.

Vo Van Kiet will head a 39-
member delegation that will
include Foreign Minister
Nguyen Manh Cam, Minister
for Trade Le van Triet and Min-
ister for Science: Technology
and Environment FPhan Gia
Khiem.

Nguyen Manh Cam had ear-
lier visited Bangladesh in 1994
while Bangladesh Minister for
Commerce and Industries To-
lael Ahmed visited Vietnam
this year.

Official talks between the:
Bangladesh premier and her
Vietnamese counterpart will be
held tomorrow. An agreement
will he signed between the ‘‘wo
counties for setting up a Joint
Economic, Scientific and "rech-
nology Cooperation Coramis-
sion during the visit,

A separate agreement for ex-
change of news and informa-
tion between the official news
apencies ef the twe-cruniries is
also due to be signed . A MOU is

See Page 12 Col 2

| New method to detect typhoid

germs in Children in 24hrs

A team of micro-biologists
along with clinicians at the
Dhaka Shishu Hospital has
standardised an in-house blood
culture method lor children to
detect typhoid germs within 24
hours. f(acilitating treatment
of patients without delay

In the current method used
in the country. detection of the
same germ usually took four to
seven days. The new system is
described as simple sensitive
and quantitative which can
easily be adapted by any 'good’
micro-biology laboratory.

The same team also stan-
dardised the breaking point of
anti-body level against typheid
in the children of Bangladesh.
This data would be of 'great
help' for the paediatricians in
diagnosing the typhoid fever in
children by measuring the anti-
body and comparing it with the

By Staff Correspondent

standardised normal level.

A paper in this regard was
presented by Dr Samir K Saha
at a scientific seminar held in
the city last week. Dr Saha. at
an Associale Professor of
Bangladesh Institute ol Child
Health, Dhaka Shishu Hospital,
said that with the new method
the patient would receive the
correct antibiotic within 24
hours.

It was stated that in the
1990s scientific journals, car-
ried a number of reports about
an epidemic with mulli-drug
resistant typhoid germ in the
sub-continent including
Bangladesh.

"“The reports sent the mes-
sage that the commmon antibi-

. otics failed to work on the pa-

tients of typhoid fever as the
germs were increasingly ac-
quiring resistance to those

drugs.” said Dr Shaha, adding
that this led the physicians to
prescribe stronger antibiotics.

The reports regarding multi-
drag resistance were compiled
01 the basis of the bacteria iso-
lated at the hospitals. But a dis-
tinctive difference of drug resis-
tance was observed when the
team analysed the strains iso-
lated at a private diagnostic
cenire and the hospital sepa-
rately.

Dr. Saha explained that this
phenomenon, particularly in
Bangladesh, existed because
most investigation and treat-
ment of typhoid fever cases
were done al private laborato-
ries and at home. Usually th e
patients got admitted to the
hospitals in case of Inifial
treatment failure or comp'ica-
tions. He pointed out that the

See Page 12 Col 4
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Sadhapur killings

15 sent to jail
after 3-day

remand
By Staff Correspondent

Ten Ansars and five security
personnel of the Partex Group
arrested in connection with the
Savar Kkilling were sent to
Dhaka Central Jail after the
end of a three-day remand yes-
terday.

Besides, CID, investigating
the Savar killing incident, for-
warded another prayer to the
District Magistrate Court,
Dhaka, vesterday for a seven-
day remand for further interro-
gating the 17 others — three
Ansars and 14 security person-
nel of Partex Group — arrested

. following the incident.

Ansars had opened fire at
Sadhapur village in Savar,
about 46 kilometres from the
city, leaving four persons dead
and at least 25 people injured
last month.

Following the incident, CID
See Page 12 Col ]

Foreign currency,
gold worth Tk 30
lakh seized at Z1A

Customs surveillance team
at Zia International Airport
seized gold and gold ornaments
worth about Taka 19.70.658
and foreign currency equiva-
lent to Taka 10.29.457 from two
passengers on Friday night and
vesterday afternoon, reports
BSS.

Air port sources said Mo-
hammad Firoz Khan. a resident
of Mohammadpur area, was
scheduled to go to Dubai by a
Biman flight yesterday. The

customs ersonnel found
20.098 US dollars. 2500 pound
sterling, 420 dirham and Taka

1700 while searching his lug .
gage,

The same team seized 30 g |d
bars wei ihin§ 300 tolas and 200
grams qunl ornaments It ym a
home-bound passenger cf ,rping
from Hong Kong on 'iriday
night.

The passenger was if jerqtified
as SM Asgar. a reside’ it of Hu-
mayun Road at Moha'! nmriadpur.

The team searche d Him and
recovered 30 gold b ars and the
ornaments from his posses-
siorl.

Indian Ocean
assoc laurched

PORT LOUIS, M ar 8: A group-
ing of countries; "‘pordering the
Indian Ocean tiave officially
launched an association
heralding a ne w era of coopera-
tion, Maurit!v s First Deputy
Premier Paul ierenger said yes-
terday, repo'ts AFP.

The offir:jal launch of the
group coincided with the con-
clusion lat & on Thursday of the
lirst mun jsterial meeting be-
tween th » countries involved.

The charter. proposed by
South {.irica and India and sec-
onded by Australia and Kenya,
Opens a new era in the coopera-
tion between the countries of
the association, for their mu-
tua | interests and the well-be-
in'g of their people,” Berenger
5" aid.

The association counts 14
lounder members: Australia,
India. Indonesia, Kenya. Mada-
gascar. Malaysia. Mauritius,
Mozambique, Oman., Singa-
pore, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Tanzania and Yemen.

Bangladesh, Egypt. France,
Iran, Pakistan, the Seychelles
and Thailand have applied for
membership. Japan has sought
observer status.
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PM for ring-roads, rails
around the capital

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
authorities concerned to under-
take a number of major rail and
road projects to ensure the de
velopment of other sectors, re-
ports UNB.

She asked for taking up im-
mediately the survey work for
constructing the Padina Bridge.
The Prime Minister told offi-
cials to ensure rail-track on the
Jamuna bridge. She also asked
lor the provision on the pro-
posed Rupsha Bridge.

Hasina further directed
them to expedite the road-con-
struction work from Gazipur to
Jamuna Bridge.

To solve the transportation
problem in the capital, the
Prime Minister suggestied nec-
essary steps for building ring-

roads and rails around the city
lor circular communications.

"Comimurnications seclor is a
very important sector... devel®
opmenl in other sectors will be
hampered if the communica-
tions sector remain neglected.”
she told the Communications
Ministry officials.

The Prime Ministers direc-
tives came when she visited the
ministry yesterday morning to
take stock of the overall situa-
tion of road and rail communi-
cations of the country.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
was briefed by the concerned
ofticials of Road and Rail Divi-
sions, BRTA and BRTC on the
un*era"]l situation.

The Road Division officials
mi'nrn;g;iéthe Prime ister
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Body formed to improve
services at city hospitals

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has formed a
six-member committee headed
by the Director of PG Hospital
to look after the overall devel-
opment of the government and
semi-government hospitals in
the capital.

The committee will hold
weekly meetings at each of the
¢y hospitals by rotation to
take effective measures for im-
proving the standard of services
and management ‘as well as

medical education there, ac-
cording to health ministry
SOUTCes.

The committee, with the Di-
rector (health) of the Direc-
torate of Health as its member-
secretary, had been formed at a
review meeting of the top offi-
cials of the health ministry re-
cently.

The meeting also decided on
the formation of similar com-
mittees headed by the Directors
of the medical college hospitals

See Page 12 Cal 4

3 cars damaged,
13 rickshaws
gutted in Mirpur

Three cars were damaged
and 13 rickshaws gutted in a
fire at Rupnagar in the city s
Mirpur area early yesterday.
reports UNB. .

The fire originated from a
shop in the lowlying area of
Mirpur Section 7 at about 5 am
and spread to the adjoining
shops. The flames also engulfed
a motor workshop and a rick-

slhiaw garage.
Receiving the news. fire-
fighters rushed to the spot and

brought the blaze under control
after battling for about an hour.

Fire Brigade sources said
they could save one car and
seven rickshaws from the nine
shops which were affected by
the blaze.

Cause of the fire and the-ex-
tent of damage could not be as-
certained immediately.

4 Shantibahini
men arrested

BANDARBAN, Mar 8: Four
Shantibahini gunmen were ar-
rested along with arms and
ammunition from Reita area in
Sadar thana of the hill district
on Friday night, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, securi-
tymen gheraoed a house at 11

m and nabbed Keo Mong.

ibya Chakma, ru Chakma
and Amal Krisna Chakma who
came to collect toll.

The security personnel
seized a short machine n,

four mnfdna- and 78 bu
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Honourable ‘BAIRA’ members
are requested to cast their
valuable votes in favour of the
candidates selected by

‘Sammilita Samannoy Front..
On 13th March 1997.

Mohd. Noor Ali
Unigue Easterns (Pvt) Lid
Voter No.375

Voter No.18

Principal Shafique A. Bhuiyan
Supreme Fte-r:mihng Agent

Dr. J. H. Gazi
Minar Intemational
Voter No.207

Voter No.31

BAIRA Election '97

introducing ‘Sammiljta Samannoy Front’ Panel

}pwm-wm :
> The projection meeting

followed by dinner at Hotel
Sonargaon Ballroom is on 11th §
March 1997 at 6:00 pm. Al
Honourable BAIRA members
e A S alemeen < are requested to attend.

M. A. H. Salim
Silver Line Associate
Voler No.313

Mohammed Faruque Kazi Mohd. Mofizur Rahman Alhaj Mohd. Abu Taher
Prantik Travels & Tourism Al-Orchard Intemational Kazi Air international Gult a International
Voter No.270 Voter No.01 Voter No.188 Voter No.143

Your kind support to this panel will
inspire us to upkeep our dedicated

services to the cause of BAIRA
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