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International Women's Day is the
greatest event in the history of
the empowerment of women in the
world. On this day in 1857, women
workers of a needle factory in New
York raised their voice against
dangerous working environment,
unequal wage and 12-hour
working day of the factory. They
became united against police
action and formed a union on 8
March, 1860. In the Second
International Women's Conference
held in Copenhagen. Denmark on 8
March, 1910, Clara Jetkin, a
woman leader of Germany gave a
clanon cali to the world community
to observe 8 March as International
Women's Day every year. In1984,
the United Nations declared 8
March as the Iniernational
Women's Day. The UNdesignated
the day in the yearly calendar as
International Women's Day for
reviewing and appraising the
implementation of women's nghts.

The contribution of the United
Nations to the development of
women in every sphere of their
lives 15 remarkable. In 1972, the
General Assembly proclaimed
1975 as International Women's
Year to be devoled to promote
equality between men and women,
ensure the full integration of
women in the field of development
etfort and to increase women's
contribution to world peace. The
First World Conference on Women
was held in Mexico City from 16
June to 2 July, 1975 which
proclaimed 1976-1985 as the UN

~ Decade for Women. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Bahman sent a

__high powered delegation headed
By.‘w'lr Molla Jalauddin a cabinet
mintser to the First World
Conferance on Women and since
then Bangladesh became invoived
iIn women fsgues at global level.
Following First  World
Conterence a seéparate Ministry of
Women Affairs was created in
Bangladesh. The Second World
Conference on Women was held
on 24-29 July, 1980, mn
Copenhagen, Denmark. The Third
World Conference on Women was
held on 15-26 July, 1985 in
Nairobi, Kenya, which adopted the
Nairobi Forward©lLooking
Strategies for the Advancement of
Women-equaltity. Development
and Peace. In 1993, the Vienna
Declaration recognised that human
nghts of women and of the girl child
are nahenable, ntegral and
indivisible part of universal human
nghts, The Fourth  World
Conterence on Women was held in
Beijing, China, on 415 September,
1995. 189 member states and
17,000 reqistered delegates
attended the Conference. 30,000
NGO delegates also attended the

Beyjing Conference. The
Conference adopted the Beijing
Declaration and UN Platform for
Action for the penod 1995-2000.
The Government of Bangladesh
attended the Fourth World
Conference on Women and
accepted the Platform for Action
without any reservation.

ODuring the liberation war of
Bangladesh in 1971, women were
the worst victims. After indepen-
dence the primary concern of the
Government of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the
rehabilitation of the war affected
women and children. He created
Women Rehabilitation Board on 18
February 1972, He reconstituted
the Board as Women Rehabilitation
and Weltare Foundation through an
Act in 1974, In every sub-division
the Foundation had offices. The
Behabilitation and  Welfare
Foundation was developed as
Department of Women Affairs in
1984. Bangabandu also introduced
micro-credit for economic empow-
erment of women. Integrated Rural
Development (IRD) was created in
1973. He provided 10 percent
qoata for the employment of
women in public offices. In 1974,
the Children Act was made for the
development of girls and boys.

Ageold tradiion. social norms and
values, economic dependence and
literacy contributed to the margin-
al position of women in the sharing
of power and decision making at all
levels.  Ahlter  independence,
Bangabandhu Sheikh  Mujibur

Rahman, Father of the Nation. initi-
ated policles and programmes for

development of women. Women
are increasingly participating in pol-
tics and at present they are at the
top of leadership role. Women
enjoy reservation tacilities both at
the national and local body elec-
tions. The reserved seats for
women in the parliament is 30.
They occupy 11.22 percent of the
total membership in the parliament.
In order to secure a mimimum rep-
resentation of women members in
the Union Parishads, Municipalities
and City Corporations. direct and
Indirect election is followed.
Number of reserved seats for
women in the City Corporations is
20 percent and three seats of mem-
bers in the Union Parnshads and
Municipalities are kept reserved for
women.

In order to increase the participa-
tion of women in public offices, the
government introduced a quota
system for women. Under the
arrangement, 10 percent gazetted
and 15 percent non-gazetted posts
in the government offices and
equivalent posts in the autonomous
bodies are reserved for women.
They occupy 6.5 percent post of
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY'S MARCH

Sirajuddin Ahmed
Joint Secretary

Ministry of Women and Children Affairs

officers and 7.4 percent of staff
positions in the public offices. They
constitute only 8.2 percent of the
total positions in the public offices.
In 1992, the number of women
employees was 78037 out of
10,565,508

A strong machinery is essential for
development ol women. But, the
ministry of Women and Children
Affairs has offices only in 22 dis-
tncts and 136 thanas. 42 districts
and 340 thanas are yet to have
offices. The Bangladesh Jatiya

dial measures against violence

The concerned ministries agen-
cies and NGOs are working for
development of women. The gov-
ernment headed by Sheikh Hasina
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
made political commitment for gen-
der and development. The govern-
ment  appointed the Law
Commission. Among others. the
Commission will examine the exist-
ing laws and recommend for further
amendmend and enactment new
laws relating to violence against

Prnme Minister presided over the
meeting and approved the National
Women Development Policy. The
policy aims at elimination of all dis-
cnmination against women, eradk
cation of poverty. illiteracy, malnu-
trtion, violence against women and
protection of women's human nights
and rasing awareness.

To implement the constitutional
provisions regarding education. the
government has launched pro-
grammes to raise enrollment rate to
90 percent by the year 2000. The

has been raised to 88.5 for boys
and 84 .9 for girls. The gross enroll-
ment rate was 76 percent in 1991
and it increased to 85 percent in
1996. The completion rate
increased from 41 percent in 1991
to 60 percent in 1996. The high
drop-out rate 1s decreasing very
rapidly.

Health is an important phenome-
non which i1s intricately related to a
given socio-economic and cultural
context. Females are more disad-
vantaged than males in terms of
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Mahila Sangstha has branches in
all districts. The Ministry and its
implementing agencies-
Department of Women Affairs and
the Jatiya Mahila Sangstha should
be strengthened from grass-root to
national level.

Women's human rights in
Bangladesh are reflected in the
Constitution and other national
laws. The Constitution provides
that government can make special
laws for improving the status of
women. Bangladesh ratified the
Convention on Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination
AgainstWomen (CEDAW). The
government is implementing the
provisions of CEDAW to eliminate
discrimination against women.

The Government of Bangladésh
created a Central Cell in the
Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs for prevention of and repres-
sion of violence against women.
The government also formed
Committees at district, thana and
union levels for the same purpose.
The government setup a 15-mem-
ber Inter Ministerial Committee
headed by the Minister of State for
Women and Children Affairs. The
responsibilities of the Committee is
to monitor and review the activities
of the Central Cell and take reme-

women and human rights of
women.

The present government reconsti-
tuted the National Council for
Women Development (N.C.W.D.).
The first meeting of N.C.W.D. was
held on 18 February, 1997. The

present national literacy rate is 35
percent- male 45 percent and
female 25 percent. The gross
enrollment ratio in primary school
was for 59.8 for male and 40.2 for
female in 1991. The present enroll-
ment ratio of boys and girls is
53:47. The gross enrollment rate

health and nutrition. In developed
countries, females normally outlive
males by 5 to 10 years whereas In
Bangladesh males outlive females.
The life expectancy at birth of
males and females was 55.3 and
54.2 in 1981 and it increased in
58.2 for male and 57.9 for female in
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1996. The maternal mortality was
reduced from 6.5 per thousand in
1986 10 4.0 in 1996.

The Government of Bangladesh is
committed to implement the
Convention on the Rights of the
Child 1990, the United Nations
Conference on Environment and
Development 1992 the World
Conference on Human Rights
1993, the International Conference
on Population and Cevelopment
1994 and the World Summit for
Social  Development 1995,
Bangladesh also agreed to imple-
ment the Platform for Action adopt-
ed in the Fourth World Conference
on Women held on 4-15
September, 1995 in Beijing. The
Platform for Action 1s an agenda for
women s empowermant,

Most of the goals set out in the
Nairobi Forward-Looking
Strategies for the Advancement of
Women have not been achieved.
Barriers to women's empowerment
remain. Vast political, economic
and ecological crisis persist in
many parts of the world. A review
of progress since the Nairobi
Conference highlights special con-
cerns- areas of particular urgency
that stand out as pnonties for
actions. To this end, governments,
the international community and
civil society, including non-govern-
mental organizations and the pri-
vate sector should take strategic
action in the following critical areas
of concern:- poverty. education,
health services economy. politics,

pgace, human rights of women,
3 ©f pover. machiner :
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government should ensure that
gender perspectives are reflected
in all policies at all level.

The Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs prepared the
National Women Development
Policies and National Plan of
Action. The National Action Plan
was prepared on the basis of the
Being Platform for  Action.
Commonwealth Plan of Action and
the political commitment of the pre-
sent government. The Prime
Minister will announance the
National Women Development
Policy and the Plan of Action on the
International Women's day, 8
March, 1997

The goals of the
National Women
Development
policy are as
follows:-

¥ Ensure equality between
men and women at all

levels of national life.

* Establish Women's
human's Rights;
® Build women as

educated and efficient
human resource.

* Eradicate persistent
burden of poverty on
Women.

. Remouval 2* =xsng
ineguaty Len,es
and women

* Recognize equally gy

contributions of women
to the Social and eco-
nomic activities

* Eliminate all forms of
discnmination against
women and the girl chiid

, Promote equal rights
between men and
women; in politics,
administration, socio-
economic  activities.
education, culture,
sports at all levels of
family life;

* Ensure political, admin-
istrative and economic
empowerment of
women;

* Apply and import tech-
nology in the interest of
women and ban appli-
cation of technology
harmful to women;

- Implement appropriate
measures for ensuring
good health and nutr-

Enn 0! women:
nsure priofity for

women for sufficient
shelter and housing;

* Rehabilitate  women
affected during natural
calamities and armed
conflict;

* Take special measures
for women in difficult cir-
cumstances;

reflection of
gender perspective
including positive
images of women and
girl child in mass media.

* Ensure appropriate sup-
port services for devel-
opment of women.

» Ensure

In the national policy, strategic
objectives and actions to be taken
have been identified for gender
development. Institutional and
financial arrangements will be
established and strengthened from
grass-roots level to national level
Sufficient budget allocations and
resource mobilisation are essential
for implementation of the national
WID policy. The Govemment of
Bangladesh. NGOs, UN Bodies
and Development Partners will
work together for resource mobs-
hzadtion and for the development
ol women

A National Plan of Achon has been
prepared based on Beiyng Plattorm
for Action and the poltical commit-
ment of the government The con-
cerned ministnies and agencies will
undertake programmes and pro-
jects as per the Natonal Plan of
Action in the next Five Year Plan.



