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When we stand on the
threshold of 21lst century,
tremendous eiflorts are bein
made in research studies to fin
cures for some intractable dis-
eases in many developed coun-
tries. These researches, when
successful, are expected to bring
about a revolution in curative
therapies for those diseases.
Against the background of these
bright prospects. we seem 1o be
grovelling in a world of super-
stitions. ignorance, exploita-
tion which are taken advantage
of by unscrupulous people.
Their malpractices take diverse
forms.

We are sometimes appalled
at the ways the print media are
cleverly utilised by these evil
elements to advance their ne-
farious interests. We come
across a kind of advertisements
on some obviously quack
medicines in some newspapers
and periodicals which are
downright in bad taste and in
some cases blatantly obscene in
their contents. The print media
are relatively extensive in their
reach and as such the poten-
tialities for harmful influence
such objectionable advertise-
ments carry are wide-ranging.
Whatever preveritive laws are
there in the matter, it is plain
that such laws, if not backed by
conscientious public opinion,
may not carry us far. Another
deterring factor may be the ex-
ercise of self-censorship as re-
gards apparently odious adver-
tisements carried by such
newspapers, whatever financial
sacrifice it may entail in order
to check any possible adverse
impact on our society.

Another aspect of Lhe pre-
vailing harmful situation is the
exlensive sway quack doclors

Fake Cure Practices in City

By AS M Nurunnabi

hold in the villages. In the ur-
ban areas and even in a
metropolitan city like Dhaka.
their sway is no less consider-
able. The greatest tool of their
trade is their gift of the gab.
This enables them to easily
draw an audience at any place.
With the oratorial gqualities of a
Demosthenes, the quack doctor
describes the remedial qualities
of his medicines for any con-
ceivable illness under the sun
from stomach upset to cancer.
Their prescriptions for myriad
maladies are made attractive by
assured cure and money refund
guarantee, although the victims
of their spell don't know for

.sure how the guarantee given by

these quacks would be honoured
in wview of their constant
movement from one place to
another.

Though they can easily draw
an audience at any location,
some of their favourite haunts
are any open space at
Sadarghat. Motijheel, Dhaka
Stadium, New Market. and
other areas.

Lately, they have adapted lor
their purpose with great success
the electronic media of cassetle
recorders, with which they
record their orations and play
them back as needed. The new
gadget has spared them the
physical strain of repeating
their taped address which is
couched in such a way as to ex-
ercise maximum impact on
their audience. The portability
of the gadget provided them
with greater mobility and ac-
cess 1o larger audiences at sev-
eral places during a day. Some
of them seek to enhance their
crowd-drawing power by play-
ing popular songs.

There is another dimension

Human Rights Commission
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leve] Human Rights Commis-
sion. the minister said: "It is the
constitutional obligation for
the government to protect and
promote human rights of the
citizens and an jndependent
commission can substantially
help uphold the rights of the
people.”

Replying to a query. the min-
ister said a legislation would be
proposed in the Jatiya Sangsad
for the formation of the com-
mission. |

When asked about the credi-
bility of a government-spon-
sored Human Rights Commis-
sion when it is considered by
the NGOs that the state is the
hi%gesl violator of human
rights in the Third World coun-
tries, the Law Minister told The
Daily Star that the government
would do everything to make it
a credible organisation.

Admitting that the non-gov-
ernment human rights organi-
sations have a significant role
to play in protecting and pro-
moting human rights. the min-
ister said, "with no executive
authority, they could only
identify the incidents of human
rights violations and recom-
mend measures to ensure the
rights of the citizens. But the
government sponsored HRC
will naturally have some au-
thority to execute its decisions.”

« He, however, said that the
government of Sheikh Hasina

believed in working in partner-

ship with the NGOs.

"The HRC we are planning to
set up would be an entirely in-
dependent institution,” the
minister said addin%’; that be-
lore proposing the legislation
the government would discuss
the power. composition and ju-
risdiction of the planned HRC
with all sections of people and
the ministry would hold work-
shops on the subject.

Claiming the government's
‘absolute commitment' to the
human rights issue. the minis-
ter said that it was already run-
ning a human rights project at
the grassroots level. "Besides,
we have already initiated a le-
gal aid programme in 61 out of
654 districts under the supervi-

sion of the district magis-
trates,” he added.

A 17-member national
committec, headed by the Law

Minister, is monitoring the le-
gal aid programme since Jari-
uary last.

To substlantiate the govern-
ment's comnitment towards
ensuring the rights of the citi-
zens, the minister listed a num--
ber of initiatives including set-
ting up of a Judicial Training
Institute, separation of judi-
ciary from the executive wing of
the state and setting up of vil-
lage courts. The minister said
that successiul implementation
of these programimmes would en-
sure "standard and quality jus-
lice”, which is a basic human
right.
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resorting to corruption. In this
context, she said the food for
education programme was
about to stop.

The BNP Chairperson al-
leged that the government was
causing suffering to the people
h;,' intentionally creating load-
shedding across the country.
"The businessinen have become
fed up with extortion by ruling
party men."” she added. -,

Bepum Zia said the present
government makes tall talks on
democracy, but does not prac-
tise it.

Among others, BNP vice
chairman Tariqul Islam,
Khulna City Mayor Sheikh
Tayebur Rahman, former whip
Ashraf Hossain, Maulana
Sakhawat Hossain, M Mansur
Ali, Nazim Uddin Al-Azad,
Goyeshwar Chandra Roy, Op-

osition Whip Jainal Abedin
aruk, MPs Amanullah Aman,
Moshiur Rahman and Shahidul
Islam, JASAS General Secre-
tary Rezabudaulla Chowdhury,
Jessore district BNP General
Secretary Advocate Nazrul Is-
lam and Keshabpur thana BNP
General Secretary Abdus
Samad Biswas addressed the
meet'iirﬁm']_"hana BNP president
Abu Abu presided.

Earlier, the BNP Chairper-
~son was received by hundreds of
people including party leaders
and workers when she arrived
at Jessore Airport in the

Khalgeda 1

n Jessore

Hmrnirlﬁl.
People trom all walks of life
standing on both sides ol the
road welcomed Khaleda Zia
chanting slogans 'Khaleda Ziar
Agomon, Subhechha Sagotomn'
and showered tlower petels on
her way to the local circuit
house in a motorcade.

Addressing a gathering at
the circuit house premises, Be-
gum Zia said it is not true that
her party does not want to
launch movement. "We are al-
ready in a movement. But we do
not want to bring sulfering to
the people.”

She said the government has
been given time till March 30 to
refrain from all anti-people ac-
tivities like repression. The
move to provide transit facility
to India, import power from
that country and allow it to use
Chittagong Port.

“It's a fascist government. It
has broken all past records of
torture and repression on polit-
ical activists," Begum Zia said
and alleged that the govern-
ment wanted to turn

.Bangladesh into a ‘bottomless
"basket’ again and restore one-

party rule. -

Expressing her deep concern

at the increasing women re-
pression across the country af-
ter the present government as-
sumed power, she said the peo-
ple wanted tougher programme
to get rid of the present 'disas-
trous’ situation.
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to the fake cure practices as cur-
rently adopted in the city. As-
trologers and palmists, fear-
some tantrics, so-called snake-
kings or snake-charmers. pre-
cious stone specialists and oth-
ers defying all attempts at pro-
fessional description seem to
have captured the mind of mil-
lions in the city. There is noth-
ing that they can't do to effect
cure of any disease. of course on
payment ot a fee. And incredi-

sepins to be the faith that
such clients repose in them.

There is still another big or-
ganised fraud in the city. The
big nature or herbal cure
houses, while flaunting dubious
scientific and medical preten-
sions, sometimes make a claim
of having divine power. And
these powerful people generally
use fear and blau{zma'il as an
instrument for pursuing their
parasitic existence. |

If we go through certain me-
dia reports, we may come across
the whole range of them, and
they do nothing on the sly or on
stealth. It is apparent that the
success of their multi-dimen-
sional trades is largely due to
the gullibility, illiteracy, and
superstitions of their clients.
There is no easy way of check-
ing this hazard to public health,
unless the illiterate people at
large are assured the light of
proper education and easy ac-
cess to more lacilities lor scien-
tific treatment. Government in-
tervention through appropriate
legislation may greatly help in
checking this widespread men-
ace to society. Our life is already
bedevilled with numerous ills
and we do not need these Kinds
of fake cure practices com-
pounding the health hazards
for our simple and easily
gullible people.

Makeshift office

at construction

site looted 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

A group of people looted
goods and setl lire to the
makeshilt olfice at a construc-
tion site of a building near New
Market in the city late Thurs-
day night.

The gang of about ten young
men atlacked the office room
near Shah Newaj Hostel of the
Dhaka University as the land
owner refused to pay them Tk
three lakh as toll. the owner al-
leged in a complaint liled with
Dhanmondi thana.

Breaking the boundary wall
at the construction site, the
group entered the olffice room
and toock away two water pumps
and a telephone set. They also
ransacked the office where
some important documents and
about 100 bags of cement were
kept.

The group tled the scene after
setting fire to the office at about
|1 pm. Firefighters f{rom
Plassey station rushed to the
spot following the incident, fire
hrigade sources said.

A case has been filed with
Dhanmondi thana. However,
none was arrested till last
night. police said.

Transport workers’

leader stabbed
in CIty
By DMC Correspondent
A leader of transport work-
ers was stabbed by some

unidentified extortionists who
also snatched Tk two thousand

from him yesterday afternoon
from the city's Gulistan area.

The gang attacked Babul
Miah. 30, at about 5:30 pm
when he reached Gulistan
driving a bus from Adamijee. He
was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) with serious injuries in
his back, shoulder and hands,
hospital sources said.

In another incident, a young -

man was shot by some uniden-
tified persons at Madhya Badda
under Gulshan thana in the city
yesterday alternoon.

Original forest
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researci“into compounds that
mprove health.
In reply to a question, Lash

"said that recent discussions at

the United Nations that con-
cluded with a decision not o,
begin negotiating a treaty to
regulate forest management
was wise. Good management
practices are known and their
implementation is where effort
should go, not in spending sev-
eral years in international ne-
gotiations, he argued.

The report called for a "new
and balanced approach to forest
management." This should in-
clude, it said, collecting infor-
mation about forests and how
they are being used, involving
local communities in manage-
ment decisions based on the
long-term needs of preservin
forests, charging fees for an
eliminating corruption in the
use of forests, attracting in- |
vestors willing to use forests in
a manner that does not harm
their sustainability and pre-
serves without disturbance spe-

¥ cial areas. "

The historic March 7 com-
memorating the epoch-making
sfeech of Bangabandhu Sheikh

ujibur Rahman, the founding
father of Bangladesh, was offi-
cially observed yesterday for
the first time after more than
two decades, reports BSS.

The day was observed across
the country through holding of
rallies, meetings, and seminars
and by releasing commemora-
tive postal stamps on the speech
of Bangabandhu, made on this
day 26 years ago at Suhrawardy
Uddyan.

ewspapers brought out sup-
plements while special pro-
grammes were put up by
Bangladesh Betar and
Bangladesh Television.

On this day in 1971. Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman deliv-
ered his landmark speech at the
Race Course Maidan, now
Suhrawardy Uddyan, calling
upon the freedom-loving people
ulp(i'her then East Pakistan to
wage struggle for emancipation
from the exploitation and
tyranny of Pakistani rulers.
The historic speech had influ-
enced the entire nation to take
up arms against the occupation
forces.

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina gave
separate messages on the eve ol
the day. ¢

@he Daily Star

Historic March 7 |
observed

The hallmark of the obser-
vance of the day was the inau-
uration of a torch rally at
uhrawardy Uddyan by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at 10
am. After a round-the-country
tour, the rally will end on
March 26, the Independence
Day, there at the same place.

People from all walks of life
including women and children
attended the function. Cabinet
ministers, chiefs of three ser-
vices and high civil and mili-
tary officials were present.

Earlier in the morning, the
Prime Minister along with
members of her cabinet and
Awami League leaders gar-
landed the portrait of Banga-
bandhu at the Bangabandhu
Museum on the occasion of
March 7. She and other leaders
stood there in a solemn silence
for a while.

The Prime Minister for-
mally released a commemora-
tive postage stamp of Taka four
denomination at her official
residence to mark the day. A
First Day Cover valued at Taka
six and a special cancellor were
also released.

Meanwhile, speakers at a
discussion at Bangla Academy
said .the speech of Bangabandhu
onn March 7. 1971 inspired the
people to wage freedom struggle.
They said the historic speech ot
March 7 contained the guide-
lines for our liberation struggle.

Body to preserve
memories of
Keraniganj martyrs

By Staff Correspondent

The Keraniganj Ganahatya
Smriti Sangrakhan Committee
has taken up a programme lo
preserve the memories ol
Keraniganj genocide in which
several thousand people were
killed by the Pakistan military
forces on April 2, 1971 in the
area.

The Comumnittee has urged the
people concerned to provide in-
formation about the genocide
victims to the committee office

at 3/3B Bijoynagar (Tel:
842759).

At a recent meeting held in
the city, the 5]1-member com-

mittee, headed bv&nurneﬂmt :

Wahidul Huq, has decided to
build a memorial in Keraniganj
in memory of the martyrs.

The Committee has also de-
cided to observe April 2 as the
mourning day in Keraniganj.

Sadhapur incident
Tk 25,000 sanctioned

for the injured

SAVAR., Mar 7: Government
has sanctioned Tk 25,000 for
treatment of the people injured
in Sadhapur incident, reports
LINBE. -

State Minister for Religious
Aftairs Maulana Mohammad
Nurul Islam said this while at-
tending a milad mahfil here to-
day.

The milad mahfil was ar-
ranged lor the salvation ol de-
parted soul of the villagers

Indo-Pak talks
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in January. 1994,

The two countries, capable of
making nuclear weapons, have
fought three wars since they be-
came independent in 1947, two
of them over Kushmir. a terri-
tory now divided between them.

Border skirmishes over Kash-
niir continue.

Both sides agree that im-
proving relations hinges on a
settlemment of the Kashmir terri-
torial dispute. but neither has
so far demonstrated a desire to
compromise.

Earlier this week, India's
defence minister told Parlia-
ment he was prepared "to make
any sacrifice” to take over Pak-

‘istan's share of Kashmir.

Pakistan wants the people in
India’'s part of Kashmir to be al-
lowed to vote on whether to re-
maiin under New Delhi's con-
trol.

India accuses Pakistan nfl

arming and training separatist
rebels in Indian Kashmir.

[Labour leader
shot in Khulna

KHULNA, Mar 7: A labour
leader received bullet wounds in
an attack by a gang of hoodlums
in the metropolis on Thursday
night, reports UNB.

Police said about 10 armed
men attacked Nazem Sadar, 45,
a leader of Baikali Bahumukhi
Byabsa Samity, at its office in
Boyra Junction area at 9:30 pm.

They said the miscreants en-
tered the area by a microbus
and fired 12 rounds of shots in-
juring him seriously. They also

lasted about 50 bombs before
leaving the area.

Nazem, who is accused in
some 20 cases was lirst admit-
ted to Khulna Medical College
Hospital and then sent to
Dhaka in serious condition.

Lung cancer

From Page 1

pieces of a vital organ out of
someone.” Kato said in a tele-
phone interview. "That alone
makes it better than surgery in
many cases.”

In light therapy. the patient
is injected with a dru%mthat cir-
culates through the body but
tends to stay longer in cancer
tumors.

The chemical, derived from
cow's blood, kills the cells
around it when exposed to cer-
tain wavelengths of bright
light. A doctor shines the light
directly on the tumor with fiber
optic devices.

After the light is gone, the
chemical returns to its harm-
less state within a fraction of a
second. Unlike surgeries, the
patient can walk away from the
treatment, which takes only a
few minutes.

- In contrast to the trauma of
surgery or the harsh side-effects
of chemotherapy, PDT requires
the patient just avoid direct
sunlight for a month or so,
since the drug sensitizes the
skin. ¢

When lung cancer is detected
early, half of the patients who

would otherwise need an opera- -

tion can now be treated success-
fully with PDT, said Thomas
Dougherty, a doctor who has
been studying the therapy since
the 1970s at Roswell Park
Memorial Institute in Buffalo,
New York.

The treatment, pioneered by
researchers including
Dougherty and a small Cana-
dian company called OLT Photo
Therapeutics Inc, has received
limited approval for a few types
of cancer from authorities in
Japan, Canada, the United
States and Europe.

refugees

Accept PCJSS demands
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and the PCJSS. PCJSS is the
political wing of the Shan-
tibahini which is waging a
bush-war since 1973 for self-
rule in the 14,200 sq km CHT.

The five-point PCJSS de-
mand includes constitutional
guarantee for a regional as-
sembly for the CHT, ensuring
traditional land rights to the
tribal ﬁenple. resettlement of
non-tribal people 'honourably’
elsewhere, gradual withdrawal
of the Armed Forces from the
CHT, proper settlement of the
iving in Tripura and
internally displaced 'Jumma'
people with compensation at
their respective places under
the aegis of International Red
Cross and proper rehabilitation
of the tribal and Bengali fami-
lies displaced by the Kaptai
Dam in 1960.

The HPUC statement noted
that following the second round
of talks between the National
Committee and the PCJSS, the
committee leader and Chief
Whip of Parliament Abul Has-
nat Abdullah reported progress
and expressed optimism about
the permanent settlement to the
CHT problem. "But we came to
learn from different newspa-
pers that there had not been
much progress on the rights of
tribes people on land in CHT
and politically settled non-

tribes Beople." it said.
HPUC ressed its concern
at the machinations of what

they described as vested groups
to derail the peace talks. "The

recent spate of violent incidents

L Including killings of police in

CHT provides evidence of that.
At the same time the role of dif-
ferent political parties, intel-
lectuals and professionals are
not satisfactory. So, we are urg-
ing politicians, intellectuals,
protessionals, human rights ac-
tivists to play a positive role in
a permanent settlement of the
CHT problem.” the statement
said.

Asked how their demand for
constitutional guarantee for a
regional assembly could be
granted by the government, se-
nior leader of HPUC and former
President of CHT Awami League
Charu Bikash Chakma said it
could be done by an ordinance if
the government had the desire
to do so. But he failed to provide
an answer Aas to how it could be
aune without amending the
constitution which would re-
guire support from the main
opposition BNP and other par-
ties,

Other leaders present at the
ress conference were: Dr A K
ewan, former chairman of

Rangamati Paurasava, Hiron-

moy Chakma, Mayadhan
Chakma. Bir Kumar Tan-
choinga, Purnango Baran
Khisa, Biddyut Shankar
Tripura, Nabin Kumar Tripura,
Baren Kumar Tripura,
Shoukhin Chakma, Probin

Kumar Chakma, Vice President
of Khagrachhari unit of AL, Pi-
jush Kanti Chakma. former
Upazila chairman of Dighi-
nala, Ronobikrom Tripura, VP,
Khagrachhari AL, Chaithoai
Marma of AL, K S Maung
Marma, Jumilian Bom, Den-
doha Tripura and Anil Tan-
choinga.
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Philippine Preside Fiel

Ramos
From Page |

trouble developed in its engine.
Later. it took off at 3 pm.

AFP from Islamabad adds:
President Ramos arrived in [s-
lamabad yesterday on a two-
day visit aimed at expanding re-
lations with Pakistan, officials
said.

During the visit the two
countries will sign four agree-
ments, including one for coop-
eration in the peaceful use of
atomic energy, Filipino sources
said.

Other accords to be initialled
include mutual assistance on
criminal justice. an extradition
treaty and establishment of
annual policy consultations be-
tween the two countries, they
said.

Foreign currencies
worth Tk 4 lakh
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

The Detective Branch (DB) of
police recovered foreign curren-
cies worth about Tk four lakh
from a person at the Zia Inter-
national Airport (ZIA) Thurs-
day afternoon, police said last
night.

Police arrested on Azad alias
Sagar. possessor of the curren-
cies, as he failed to show any
valid document for carrying
those, police said.

The DB team, acting on a tip
off, challenged Azad in front of
the departure lounge and seized
currencies including US Dollar,
Malaysian Ringgit, Singapore
Dollar, Saudi Riyal and Kuwaiti
Dinar from him.

A case has been filed with
Cantonment thana.

Vietnamese PM
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meet Indian counterpart H. D.

‘Deve Gowda and Bangladeshi

Prime Minister $heikh Hasina.
Vietnam established diplo-

matic ties with India in 1954

and with Bangladesh in 1972.

The Vietnamese delegation
hopes the visit will strengthen
trade and investment ties with
both countries. Two-way trade
with India was 130 million dol-
lars last year.

DSE trading
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been asked not to transfer their
certificates without settlement
bill and receipt.

Some kerb market traders
staged protests on Tuesday out-
side the DSE and tried to meet
its officials to press withdrawal
of the prohibition as they felt, it
would cut down their business.

They demanded hawala re-
ceipts against share certificates
they are holding and transact-
ing.

DSE officials asked them to
take up the matter with the Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC).

DSE said the action was
taken to prevent trading in
fake, stolen or lost share cer-
tificates,

But kerb market leaders al-
leged that it was a move to elim-
inate them from business and
make the fate of small in-
vestors uncertain.

Transit, trade
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ing of the Joint Economic
Comimission.

The Joint Economic Com-
mission is expected to discuss
all aspects of economic cooper-
ation between the two countries
and spell out the modalities of
cooperation in various fields.

Foreign S5ecretary Farooq
Sobhan told the press after the
formal talks between the two
premiers in Dhaka on January
6 that the issue of transit did
not figure in the talks and
added, "India’s interest in this
is well known. It is a subject
which will be dealt with at an
appropriate time."

The meeting of the Joint
Economic Commission is also
likely to discuss the issue of
identifying more areas of "in-
tensified cooperation” in the
field of trade and commerce.

At the JEC mretinF._
Bangladesh is likely to press for
lowering of tariff barriers
Delhi and reducing the huge
trade deficit that is in India's
favour,

Ramos being seen off by Frési
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at Zia International Airport yesterday.

: .::_:.
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Sylhet poura
commissioner

arrested

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 7: Kotwali po-
lice arrested Mohammad Ka-
mal Miah, commissioner of
Ward No 8 of Sylhet pourashava
and former leader of the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) last
night.

Police said he was being
wanted in a number of cases. He
was arrested from the Housing
Estate area.

Sylhet district unit of the
JCD brought out a procession
and held a meeting to protest
the arrest this afternoon.

Meanwhile, M A Hague and
Abdul Kahir Chowdhury, presi-
dent and secretary of district
BNP respectively and Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and Abdul
Waseh Chowdhury Juber, presi-
dent and secretary of district
JCD in a joint statement con-
demned the arrest and de-
manded Kamal Miah's immedi-
ate release.

100 Hindus held

from near
mosque 1n India

NEW DELHI, Mar 7: Police
arrested about 100 members of
a right-wing Hindu group who
had gathered near a disputed
mosque in northern India to-
day. a local news agency re-
ported, says AP.

Bajrang Dal members gath-
ered in Varanasi, 375 miles (600
kilometers) southeast of New
Delhi, near an ancient mosque
built by Mogul invaders who
tore down a Hindu shrine that
existed there many centuries
ago. United News' of India news

agen::*y reported. _
O1l exploration
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alone as, they apprehended,
that some of the officials con-
cerned might already have
links with some of the compa-
nies intending to bid.

Twenty-three hydrocarbon
exploration blocks were opened
for unsolicited negotiation
through an international sem-
innar in Houston in September.
1993. Following that seminar
and a lengthy process ol nego-
tiations, PSCs were signed be-
tween the government and
Cairn PLC on blocks 15 and 16,
with Occidental on blocks 12,
13 and 14, with Rexwood Oak-
land on blocks 17 and 18 and
with UMIC on block 21.

Following the discovery of a
gas reserve in the Bay of Bengal
in January 1996, having a
proven reserve of over 1 trillion
cubic feet, by British company
Cairn. innumerable foreign oil
companies have shown interest
in investing and exploring in
Bangladesh. Many proposals
have come to the ollices con-
cerned till now.

Armed attack on
farmer’s house 1n

Narsingdi: 10 hurt

NARSINGDI, Mar 7: At least
ten people were wounded when a
gang of armed youths attacked a
farmer's residence at Kac-
markandi in Raipura thana of
the district today, villagers and
police said, reports UNB. °

The youths. backed by the
local UE Chairman, attacked
the residence of ene Mejbahud-
din at 3 pm and looted some
valuables from the house,
Mejbah was victimised as he
did not allow the UP chairman
lo use lus irrgation-pump.

Women’s Day
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President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina gave separate
messages on the occasion ex-
pressing their satisfaction over
the observance of the day and
wishing its complete success.

Some 26 women's and other

development organisations
have formed '‘International
Women's Day Observance

Committee’ to observe the day,
The Committee held a meet-
ing at the Dhanmondi ground
yesterday and brought out a
lorch procession in the city.
Sammilita Nari Samaj will
bring out a procession at 3 pm
today. The procession will start
frem Shahbag National Mu-
seum and end at TSC. Amnesty
International will hold a semi-
nar at the National Press Club
at 4 pm on March 14. United
Nations Associations of
Bangladesh (UNAB) has ar-
ranged a discussion meeting at
its Dilkusha office at 4.30 pm
today. Narigrantha Prabartana
will organise a musical pro-
gramme in its office at 4 pm to-
ay. It will also hold a discus-
sion at its book fair stall at 4
pm in the Bangla Academy
premises. ADAB will hold a
seminar on "‘Women Repression:

- Role of Police and Law Reforms'

at the BMDC auditorium at 4
prIn.
Bangladesh Television and
Bangladesh Betar will broad-
cast special programmes high-
lighting the significance of the
day. National newspapers will
publish supplements on the oc-

- Tokyo
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stop financing project here if
the political situation becomes
unstable again, he avoided a di-
rect reply. "Are you going to any
place where the people are fight-
ing."” he instead questioned.

Motai, however, praised the
new government's economic
policy and said this govern-
ment is strong and the targeted
rate of economic growth fixed
by the government is a realistic
One.

Members of the Japanese
delegation were present in the
press conference.

w

Torch rally begins
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March 7 address was in fact the
theme of independence.
The function began with the
National Anthem played by

bands drawn from the three

services and followed by recita-
tion from the Holy Quran,
Geeta, the Bible and the 'ﬁ'@
tak. AT
The Prime Minister récall-

ing the address of Bmgabandhu"

said the messages swept across
and the people

the country
swung into action with what-
ever they had. She said Bangsy
bandhu had indicated the peo-
ple to start a guerilla war
against the Pakistani Occupa-
tion Forces.

She said the unigue unity ol
all starta of life that was forged
at that time helped attain the
desired independence within
nine months, She said the
Suhrawardv Uddyan had wit-
nessed the surrernxler of Occupa
tion Forces to the Allied Forces

The Prime Minister said
that the torch would travel
from Teknaf to Tetulia and on

arch 17 the torch will go to
%.lnpjpara where Father of the

tion is lying in e}tfrnal peace
'M'lﬁc};mﬁrﬁrmd of his par-

ents _
She said the objective of her

overnment is to meet the basic

emands of the people like food,
shelter, clothing and education.
She said the dream of Banga-
bandhu can be fulfilled by
bringing smile to the faces of
the teeming millions.

"Let us take a fresh vow to
translate the ideals of Banga-
bandhu and attain economic
emancipation for the people”,
she added.

As the torch rally, led by the
prime minister for a briel pe-
riod, started its journey for
Chittagong. thousands of people
raised full throated slogan of
Joi Bangla as the historic 7th
March speech of Bangabandhu
was played over the micro-
phone. _

Attired in check lungi and
white vest, hundreds of freedom
fighters carrying national
flags. portraits of Bangabandhu
and other colourful flags and
banners joined the rally

On lddlfh 26. the Prime
Minister will formally declare
the end of the programme re-
ceiving the tnrr:ﬁ at the Swad-
hinata Stambha (independence
memorial) at the Suhrawardy
liddyan There. she will ignite
the main torch symbolising the
eternal flame of independence



