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Ensure facilities to boost farm
income in N-W region: Experts

Two leading foreign experts,
and a number of senior gov-
ernment officials in Rajshahi
Division strongly felt that farm
income should be enhanced in
the region by supporting culti-
vators and ensuring different
facilities 1o them.

Talking to The Daily Star at
the Rural Development
Academy early this ‘WEEI'IL.
Bhanuphol Horayangura. Resi-
dent Representative of the
Asian Development Bank and
Forrest Cookson. President of
AmCham in Dhaka and team
leader of the North West Area
Development Study (NWADS)

roject said more yields will
1elp the farmers Lo earn more.

The additional income will
then be spent for farm and non-
farm activities which will mul-
tiply economic activities and
create new jobs.

The ADB Representative said
unless farm income is raised,
rural and national savings and

By Govinda Shil, back from Bogra

investments could not be
raised. Bangladesh's savings
rate was the lowest in the re-
gion, only 12 per cent, as
against India's 25 per cent and
China's 40 per cent.

Horayangura felt improved
technology could be introduced
in the farm sector. He said the
government should put empha-
sis on the agriculture sector to
raise its productivity and max-
imise surplus income of the ru-
ral people. In this regard, he
suggested appropriate pricing of
farm products.

During the current season it
has been reported that farmers
were not getting adequate prof-
its due to low price ol Lheir pro-
duces.

Forrest Cookson felt that
credit facilities for farmers
must be ensured.

“The credit system has bro-
ken down." Cookson said
adding that the banks respon-
sible for disbursement of rural

credit like RAKUB were not
functioning well.

He said the government
should not increase the pro-
curement prices intervening the
‘'open market' forces. "Rather it
could procure foods for desti-
tute, widows, and old-aged peo-
ple.” he said.

Cookson, who has been liv-
ing here for the last ten years,
said the farmers needed im-
proved seeds and timely supply
of fertiliser to raise their out-
put. He also suggested 'diversifi-
cation’ of agri-products which
needs government support in
the beginning. "The government
should motivate the farmers Lo
go for crop diversification to
earn more," he observed.

For introducing modern
technology in the farms, he sug-
gested joint-venture agriculture
and contract farming. Both
Cookson and Horayangura felt
training of (agricultural) man-
power was a must for better
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yield.

Rezwanul Haque, Commis-
sioner of Rajshahi Djvision,
felt that resuming the distribu-
tion of 'khas lands' among the
landless farmers is necessary.

“The Commissioner said ell

“should be taken for the better-
ment of traditional blacksmi-
ths, potters, carpenters, wash-
ermen, barbers and weavers,
whose existence is now ‘threate-
ned'.

He also suggested using
canals, ditches, ponds for pisci-
culture purposes. Haque felt
that rehabilitation program-
mes should be taken for the
patients who have leprosy,
elephantiasis, goitre etc.

Other officials of Deputy
Commissioner's office also said
improvement of economic con-
ditions of the rural genpl: was a
precondition for the develop-
ment of the region.

Consumers
protection

act soon'

The povernment will formu-
late a comprehensive., updated
and complete consumers pro-
lection act soon to protect the
rights of consumers. reports
LINB.

Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru said this at a seminar
on "0il, Fat and Health" organ-
ised by Consumers Association
of Bangladesh (CAB] here yes-
terday.

He. however. said that mere
enactment of law is nol enough.
proper enforcement ol the law
is also important to protect the
rights ol the consumers.

The minister emphasised
the need for creating awareness
among the consumers ol their
rights through proper educa-
tion. He said electronic and
print media could play an im-
portant role in this regard.

He regretted thal consumers
are helpless at the hands of or-
ganised sellers and profiteers.
CAB and other consumers asso-
ciation. through organised ef-
fort. could combat the powertul
business community in protect-
ing the consumers {rom being
cheated regularly. he added.

The seminar was also ad-
dressed by CAB General Secre-
tary Quazi Faruque, Prof Dr S M
Keramat Ali and Dr Syed
Rasheedul Hasan,

R

Gerhard G Doege (2nd-L), country manager of Novartis Bangladesh, addressing a press
conference arrangedat a city hotel yesterday on the occasion of launching of the company.
Neil J Mathews (L), Director (Finance); Sarwar Ahmed, (2nd-R), head of crop protection

and Savemul Haq (R}, head of animal health of the company, are also seen.

— Star photo

Rural development gets top priority
in ADB's future programme

The Asian Development
Bank {ADB) will attach top
most priority to rural develop-

English.

advantage,

SITUATION VACANT

A Diplomatic Mission is soliciting applications for
the position of Clerk Receptionist from Bangladeshi
nationals for its Dhaka office. Applications must be
received at Box # D-760, C/o The Daily Star, House-
11, Road-3, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205 by
Wednesday, March 12, 1997.

All applicants must meet the following conditions:
1. Excellent organisational skills, including ability
to read, write and speak clearly and fluently in

2. Ability to deal with public.
© 3. Knowledge of basic computer skills would be an

[-272

ment in its future programme
lor development of Bangladesh,
Teports BSS.

The bank's investment will
£0 up in areas such as conserva-
tion of environment, eradica-
tion of poverty. small credit
programme for self-employ-
ment of women, development of
human resources and building
of rural infrastructure to bene-
fit vast number of people living
in the countryside.

This was communicated to
the minister for LGRD and Co-
operatives Zillur Rahman b
the visiting five-member al.lnlﬁg
powered delegation from Bank's
Manila headquarters, the
members of the delegation
called on the minister at his of-
fice Tuesday.

The ADB mission is now on
a tour in Bangladesh to identify
possible areas of investment in
the countryside, an official
handout said.

Zillur Rahman told the
members of the delegation that
the signing of water sharing
agreement with India has

opened up vast potentials for
socio-economic development in
north-western districts. He said
with the completion of Jamuna
Bridge by the middle of next
year, a congenial atmosphere
will be created for loreign in-
vestment in agriculture. indus-
try. commerce and rural devel-
opment in northern districts.

e ADB can play an important
role in rural areas by building
socio-economic infrastructure
for the people, he said.

The ADB delegation lauded -

the steps taken by the govern-
ment for decentralisation of
administration to speed rural
development and brh'ﬁ quali-
tative improvement of the local
government institutions and
empowerment of the women.
They also opined that trans-
parency and accountability in
administration and establish-
ment of good government in the
structure of local government
institutions would encourage
foreign investment in the
country, the handout added.
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Meet on Asian

economies opens

[ ] L)
today in Delhi
NEW DELHI, Mar 5: Nearly

400 government and business
leaders will examine how to
keep India and other major
Asian economies on the path of
economic reform at a confer-

ence beginning Thursday, re-
ports AP.

The three-day meeting in
New Delhi, occurring less than
a week after the Indian gov-
ernment announced a pro-re-
form 1997-98 budget, will be an
opportunity to examine the
management of the Indian
economy, said Shekhar Dutta,
President of the Confederation
of Indian Industries.

India broke from a socialist-

atterned economy and em-

Earked on a path of economic
reforms in 1991. -

The conference will bring to-
gether prime ministers, minis-
ters and business leaders from
India, Vietnam, Nepal, Thai-
land, Singapore, tge United
States, Japan and Indonesia.
Speakers include Indian Prime

inister H D Deve Gowda, Viet-
namese Prime Minister Vo Van
Kiet, former Australian Prime
Minister Paul Keating, former
US Trade Representa Carla
Hills and former US Secretary

of State Henry Kissinger,

They wﬂl focus on prospects
for infrastructure development,
E{ivatisatiun of public sector

dustries, financial sector lib-
eralization and reform of
labour and land laws in Asia,
said a statement by the Asia

' Society, a conference sponsor.
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Novartis Bangladesh
starts operation

By Staff Correspondent

19y

Novartis Bangladesh Lim-
ited. a merger of two leading
Swiss companies — CibaGei
and Sandoz, was formally
launched in the country yester-
day.

Addressing a press conler-
ence on this occasion at a local
hotel the country representa-
tive of the new cnmpan{, Ger-
hard G Doege. said that al-
though the former two leadi
Swiss companies had merg
into Novartis about three
months back it formally
started operation in Bangla-
desh since yesterday.

He said the main objective
of the merger was to increase
skills and performance of the
company.

Having a leading position in
life sclence covering health-
care, agri-business and nutri-
tion, the company earned 28
billion US dollars in 1996 by
selling its different innovative
products, Doege said.

Sarwar Ahmed, head of crop
protection sector, Sayemul
Haq, head of animal health
sector and Neil J Mathews, di-
rector finance, were also pre-
sent at the conference.

UNB report says : Novartis
officials said they have no im-
mediate Elan for expansion.

"For the time being, we have
no need of further extension of
our investment here”, country
manager Gerhard G Doege said.

He cited political instability,
the matter of profitability, pric-
ing for pharmaceutical prod-
ucts and heavy investment in
China by the company as the
reasons behind its decision not
to go for new investment.

Before the merger, he said,
both Ciba and Sandoz compa-
nies were the leaders in the
markets they were operating in
and Novartis represents the
largest merger of its kind in the
world that was completed in
December last year.

Novartis (Bangladesh) is a
public limited company with an
equity participation of 60 per
cent owned by Novartis Eg}
Basle, Switzerland and 40 per
cent owned by government-
owned Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC).

Ciba was in Bangladesh
since 1973 with_the same own-
ership as that of Novartis

(Bangladesh) Ltd. Sandoz has
limited marketing operations
in Dhaka since 1990 and prior
to that Sandoz business in
Bangladesh was through third
party imports.

The turnover of the two
companies grew by 10 per cent
to Tk 110 crore in 1996 over the
income of 1995 and the Novar-
tis fixed a sales target of Tk 120
crore for the year 1997, Doege
said.

The company has three fac-
tories in Bangladesh and ranks
number one in crop protection
industry. number seven in

phar ca ' pnd
number two in animal health
industry, he said.

As part of the merger goal to
focus on life science, he said,
the construction chemical unit
(MBT) of Sandoz and Ciba Spe-
ciality Chemicals have been
spun off into separate indepen-
dent companies.

Doege said about 10,000 per-
sonnel or some 10 per cent of
total workforce of the 28 billion
US dollar company lost their
jobs worldwide, but none in
Bangladesh was included in

that list.

IDB okays $10m
loan for REB

The Board of Executive Di-
rectors of Islamic Development
Bank Tuesday approved a loan
worth US dollar 10 million
(approximately taka 42 crore)
for Rural Electrification Board
(REB) to provide electricity to
the people in the rural areas of
Gopalganj and Rajbari dis-
tricts, reports BSS.

The following targets would
be achieved after the implemen-
tation of this project in Gopal-
ganj and Rajbari, said a press
release.

Construction of 1010 km of
new electric lines, renovation
of 130 km of existing electric
lines, installation of 4 nos.
substation, and 17100 nos, con-
suupers conmection for house-
hold, irrigation and light rural
industries. -

Upgradation plan slows down

CPA extends procurement
time for FLTs

Report

"The Chittagong Port Au-
thority (CPA) has. for the third
time, extended procurement
time for its fork lift truck
(FLTs) till May this year after
lailing to take decision on up-
grading its container handli
capacity for over a year, accord-
ing to Authority sources.

The CPA has been trying to
procure five numbers of seven-
ton, and 32-ton FLTs each as
part of its upgradation plan to
ease the congestion at port
since April last year, when the
international shipping com-
panies had imposed congestion
surcharge.

CPA had also initiated 'pri-
vate sector handling of con-
tainers and a private firm had
also brought in four costly
straddle carriers to ease the
congestion. However, this pri-
vate company could not operate
because of opposition from the
labour union, sources said.

The CPA in its last board
meeting on December 4, had
sent to the ministry a list of
recommendations regardin
the modernization process o
the port. It had suggested that
out of the prospective suppliers
for FLTs, tEe offer by the Italian
Fantuzzi company be consid-
ered as non-responsive because
of adverse performance report
[rom two overseas USers.

It had also recommended
that performance reports for
other two prospective suppliers
be collected.

The recommendations were
then sent to the Shipping Min-
istry for its directives on De-
cember 24, The ministry after
examining the CPA's recom-
mendations, instructed the
Authority to complete its eval-

uation as per rules and forward
a specific decision to the min-
istry on an urgent basis.

Although this was approved
by the minister on February 3.
the same has been communmni-
cated to CPA on February 26 in-
spite of the urgency further de-
laying the procesg.

Meanwhile, two FLTs sup-
lied by the Italian Fantuzzi
ad again developed faults in

January in two vital areas —
flow divider and transmission
system — making them unus-
able since the authority did not
have any inventory of the said
parts.

CPA in an internal letter has
expressed the concern that
container handling operation
at the Chittagong Port would be
seriously hampered unless
these two FLTs are repaired
immediately.

The flow divider had been
repaired temporarily, but CPA

cts it go out of order at any
time and has requested the
supplier to replace it with a new
one immediately on February 5.

UK, China reach
accord on
HK budget

HONG KONG, Mar 5: Britain
and China t:lndia Tr;g%hzd
agreement on the - ud-
get for Hong Kong after two
years of arduous talks, the ra-
dio and the Chinese news

ency Xinhua reported, reports
AFP.

Hong Kong returns to Chi-
nese rule on July 1 after more
than 156 years under the
British flag.
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Dhaka Sheraton observed the 13th anniversary of the
hotel and ITT operation in Bangladesh recently. San
Amalan, General Manager together with the staff
members of the hotel cut a cake to mark the occasion.
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PEREGRINE BANGLADESH INDEX

Wednesday's market comment
The PBI gained more than two per cent on good volume to

appreciated 9.2
per cent respectively on retail demand. Padma
per cent on st local demand. ACI led

r institutional selling
ressure followed by Chittagong Cement and Olympic

ndustries which shed 2.1 per cent and 1.7 per cent respectively
under retail selling.

Shipping Intelligence
Chittagong Port |

Berth Eiﬂuﬂ and EI‘fﬂl’IIh:‘l.ﬂLt‘ of vessels as on 5.3.97

Berth Name of vessels Cargo L port Local Dateof Leaving
J/2 Mare Gl [Copra) Sing . 19/2 8/3
J/3 Norbulk Namir | Coch CL 23/2 6/3
J/5 Chelyabins Cement Sing CNL 26/1 8/3
JS6 Hemlock Wheat (P) Dar - 19/2 93
J/7 Jin Jiang Gl Sing Prog 23/2 10/3
J/8 Yi Yang G Xing Prog 15/2 8/3
J/9 Banglar Doot i Viza BSC 3/3 7/3
J/10 Bismihita-A Wheat (P) Argen WSL 22/2 12/3
CJ/12 Chang Ping UrealG) Bonk Seacom  20/2 8/3
J/13 Mariupl Wheat [P) P. Kel ASS 19/2 10/3
CCT /2 DA FU CCT Sing  Pil (B) 2/3 6/3
CCT/3 QC Teal Cont Sing BSL. . 3/3 6/3
RM/14 Banglar Shobha  Repair Marc BSC 11/1 11/3
o) Peng Ang Ling C. Clink Sing PRC 28/2 8/3
GSJ Anang Honour Wheat(G) South RSA 25/2 5/3
DOJ Banglar Robi  Wheat (G) . BSC R/A
DI/ ] Tanary Star IDLE Para PSAL 7/6 -
RM/9 Banglar Shourabh Repair - BSC R/A 10/3
CUFLJ Blue North Cement Sing PSAL 3/6 15/3
KAFCO(U) Tradawn UrealG) -Litmond 16/2 12/3

Vessels due at outer anchnrﬂe

CCT/1 Fong Shin
J/13 B Kiron

NB B Urmi

DOJ B Jdyoti
RM/4 B Asha

J/1 S OA Pradesh
J/3 A Fighter
REM/5 Destiny
RM /4 Norman Spirit
RM /6 K Nagnyk
CCT/2 Kota

J/13 Maripul to J/5
RM/ 14 B. Shobha To DDJ/2

Name of vessels Date of L port Locall Cargo Loading
arrival call _ agent port_
Fong Shin (Cont) 12/2 5/3  Sing BDShip Cont Sing
Banglar Kiron 5/3 Kamma BSC  Rice (G)/GI -
Elbe Stare 25/2 7/3 Sing BDShip Cont Cal
Al Salma (48) 22/2 7/3 BOMB Asll | -
Meng Yang 19/2 6/3 Sing AML Cont Sing
Banglar Asha 6/ Mong BSC Ballast -
Banglar Urmi 6/3 Mong BSC GL Latt.
Kota Bintang 24/2 6/3 Sing Pil (BD) Cont Sing
Fay 6/3 MUMB RSA GI(St. Colls) .
- Vanessa 26/2 /3 Sing RSL Cont Sing
Freesia 24 /2 @ Mong BD Ship Cont Col
Banglar Kallol ' Male m}?‘: Gl{Loca) -
New Brooklyen .~ Kota JF Scraping L.
Fong Yun 21 /2 Ifgg' ‘Sing BD Ship Cont Sing
Meng Kiat 20/2 8/3 Sing AML Cont Sing
Consistence 1/3 93  Sing RSL Cont Sing
Banglar Moni 24 /2 9/3 Sing BSC Cont Mong
Susak 4/3 9/3 CBO Baridhi Cont Col
Gregory Kovalchuk 8/3  Sing BD Ship d -
Steamers Future 24 /2 10/3 Mong BD Ship Cont Col
Kota Pusaka 27 /2 10/3 Sing Pil (BD) Cont Sing
QC Pintail 1/3 10/3 Sing QCSL Cont Sing
Sea Master- 1 10/3 - 0il a -
Padma 3/3 11/3  Sign RSL Cont Sing
Xing Ye 11/3 -Rainbow a -
| Fong Lee 2/3 11/3 Col BD Ship Cont Col
Ocean Frize 12/3 P Ling Ancient Wheat (G) -
Albe Lieutenant (Roro/24) 27/213/3 - BBA Vehi -
Kota Berjaya 4/3 13/3 Sing Pil(BD)  Cont Sing
Emeral Venture 15/3 - Simni Scraping :
Raffiu 15/3 AdabLitmond Fert (Bag)
Movement of vessels for 6.3. 97
i I —Shifting

The above were the shipping position and performance of vessels of
Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet of CPA supplied by HRC Group

The following are the Janata Bank's dealing rates (BD Tk for one umt

of Foreign Currency) to public as on 05/03/97
Selling Buying _
Name of T.T.& B.C. T.T. gﬂ.&%h ?.D.
Currency 0.D. Clean _ r
US Dollar 429120 42 9650 42 6200 42.4550 42.3438
GB Pound 69.4601 69,5408 68.4455 68,1642 67 9855
D.Mark 25.1458 25.1749 247173 24.6157 24,5512
F. Franc 7.4535 1.4621 1.3295 7.2994 72803
JP Yen 0.3559 0.3564 (0.3476 0.3462 0.3453
C.Dollar 31.5320 31.5686 31.0015 30.8740 30.7931
SFranc 289980 29.0316 285013  28.3842  28.3098
Janata Bank’s selling and buying rates in cash currency for public:

US DLR GBP SRIYAL UAE DH KU DINAR
SELLING 43.0000 682101 11.7000 11.6500  141.0000
BUYING 42 500 66.2101 11.3500 1 1.1500 135.5000

| DFP-4636-1/3
1 G-610

__ Promotion Bureau
Information Department

| thousand) copies of
| Nirdeshika" (Export Directory). Tenders will be
| received in the tender box kept Reception
| Centre of the Bureau up to 12:00 Noon of 11/3/97.
! Schedule of tender can be collected for Tk. 200/- (two
hundred) from the General Section of the Bureau up to
10/3/97 everyday during office hours. Three cover
designs for the booklet should be submitted with the

| tender. The undersigned may be contacted for

122-124, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka

Tender Notice

booklet

at the

| Sealed tenders are invited from bonafide reputed
| offset printing presses for printing of 20,000 (twenty
titled "Raptani

| inspecting samples and obtaining other information.

Sufia Akhtar Khatun
Deputy-Director (Pub)



