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ngladesh Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad (L) 1s

received
counterpart Gohar Ayub Khan upon arrival at Islamabad airport on Monday. Azad is to de-
liver a special message of Bangladesh Premier Sheikh Hasina Wajed to Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and hold talks on bilateral issues with his Pakistani counterpart.

— AFP/UNB phote

by his Pakistani

Benazir tells tribunal of inquiry
Zardari had no enmity

KARACHI, Mar 4: Pakistan's
ousied Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto said on Monday her
ailed husband Asif Ali Zardari

ad no enmity towards her
ounger brother Murtaza
hutto, killed by police in
Karachi in September, reports
Reuter. -

"My husband never issued
any statement against Murtaza.
He had no animosity against
Murtaza,” Benazir told a three-
judge tribunal of inquiry in this
southern port city.

Murtaza's supporiers accuse
police of murdering him in a
plot involving Zardari and sev-
eral senior members of Ba-
nazir's former government. Po-
lice say Murtaza's bodyguards
shot first.

Former investment minister
Zardari. who has been in jail
since his wife was sacked as
prime minister on November 5.

towards Murtaza

laces a charge ol conspiring to
kill Murtaza. He denies the
charge.

"My husband and Murtaza
exchanged pleasantries when
he (Murtaza) came to meet me."
Benazir said.

"I could not suffer my flesh
and blood to lose in the elec-
tions. I wanted to help him
(Murtaza) in his political ca-
reer. But he was in a lix,” Be-
nazir said in a choked voice.

She said her brother's emo-
tions were divided between her-
self and bodyguards who had
stayed with him during the 16
years he spent in exile from
Pakistan. ~

Ghinva Bhutto, Murtaza's
Lebanese-born wife, has said
Benazir had tried to victimise
and intimidate Murtaza for
speaking out against the former
premier and Zardari.

Murtaza openly criticised
Benazir and Zardari who plun-

dered the national wealth.”
Ghinva told the tribunal last
week.

She said her husband had
died as a result of a conspiracy.
but did not say who was behind
it.

Benazir, however, said an el-
ement within Murtaza's break-
away faction of the Pakistan
People's Party (PPP) had tried to
cause obstacles in her relation-
ship with her brother.

In the last four months, the
tribunal has taken evidence
from about 125 witnesses in the
case. the latest development in
a long-running feud within the
Bhutto family. until recently

Pakistan's most powerful polit-
ical dynasty.

Benazir led the PPP lo a
crushing defeat at the hands of
Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan Mus-
lim League in February 3 elec-
tions.
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Death toll rises to 135

Inquiry ordered into
Pak train crash

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan. Mar
4: An inquiry has been ordered
into a horrific train crash that
killed as many as 135 people.
although hospital oificials
Tuesday feared the death toll

would rise, reports AP.
A runaway passe train
slammed into a sand ne and

g:umpcd its tracks in eastern
njab province on Monday in-
juring at least 175 people,
dozens of them critically.

Initial investigation reports
say the brakes failed on the
express train about a kilometre
(mile) outside of Khaniwal. 400
kilometres (240 miles)
southeast of Islamabad.

State-run Radio Pakistan
said it's possible that the air
brakes were tampered with, but
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
said it was premature to blame
sabotage.

The operator of the train,
who escaped unhurt, said he
noticed the air pressure was
dangerously low when he was
ordered to stop the train to

make way for a second locomo-
tive also heading toward the
southern port city of Karachi.
said the railway authorities.

He pulled on to a track for
runaway trains. The train
slammed into a pile of sand at
the end of the tracks causing the
first five cars to overturn, they
said.

The conductor and neer
were both taken into custody,
although there is no indication
that they played any role in the
accident.

Just one week ago Sharif
promised to upgrade Pakistan's
antiguated railway system,
which has been plagued by
deadly wrecks.

In the past decade, more
than 2.000 people have died in
irain crashes. The deadliest
crash occurred in 1989 when
two passenger trains slammed
into each other in southern
Sindh province killing 850

people.

Netanyahu I_Jrush(_e_s asi_de criticism

Clinton denounces Israeli

plans fo

WASHINGTON. Mar 4.
President Bill Clinton de-
nouiiced Israel's plans for a new
settlement in east Jerusalem.
handing visiting Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat a
diplomatic victory in the esca-
lating dispute, reports AFF.

"I would have preferred the
decision not have been made
because | don't think it builds
confidence. | think it builds dis-
trust." Clinton said Monday as
he welcomed Arafat to the
White House.

Arafat was in Washington to
enilist Clinton’'s support in
persuading Israel to halt con-
struction of a new Jewish
neighbourhood in east
Jerusalem. which the Pales-
tinians one-day hope to claim
as their independent state's cap-
ital.

As the two sat down for the
Oval office meeting, Arafat said
he was confident that Clinton
would "push to prevent this.”

Meanwhile. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
tocdday brushed aside criticism
lromt US President Bill Clinton
and said work on a new Jewish

quarter in disputed east
Jerusalem would begin in com-
ing days.

Giving interviews on the two
public Israeli radio networks,
Netanyahu said "there was
nothing new” in criticism of the
new settlement plan expressed
by Clinton Monday during a
White House meeting with
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat.

At those talks. Clinton said
Israel should have cancelled the
plan to build up to 6.500 for
Jews in the Har Homa district
on the southern edge of east
Jerusalem because it "build dis-
trust.”

"We expected this,’
lanyahu's response.

"The US reaction was cau-
tions gnd simply reflected the

was Ne-
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Gas leak kills 10 in Kashmir mine: rex

miners were killed and around 30 trapped after a gas leak
triggered a fire in a coal mine in the Indian state ol Kashmir,
newspapers and officials said yesterday. AFP reports from

Jammu.

Around a dozen others were injured following Monday's ac-
cident at a government-run mine at Kalakote, about 115 kilo-
metres (70 miles) from Jammu. the state winter capital. ofti-
cials said. A part of the mine collapsed.

A spokesman for the paramilitary Border Security Force
(BSF). which deployed 125 men in the rescue effort, said five
bodies were found in the mine and five more were inside,

Yemeni women's con

ends:

The first Yemen National Congress of Women. organised by the
Yemeni National Comimittee for Women in cooperation with
the United Nations ended in Sanaa Monday., Xinhua reports

from Sanaa.

The congress opened Saturday under the theme of 'toward
enabling women to engage in political affairs and development
plans.' The congress devoted its meetings to promoting several
targets, foremost among which is to create public consciousness

in the cause of women.

Blast outside Pak ne

wspaper office: »

bomb exploded outside the offices of a newspaper group in the
southern Pakistani city of Karachi yesterday, police said,

Reuter reports from Karachi.

They said the bombing appeared similar to Monday's blast at
a Karachi evening newspaper office only one street away. There
were 1o casualties in either of the blasts and no claim ol re-

sponsibility.

Ex-mayor a

pointed as new ROK PM:

South Korean President Kim Young-sam yesterday appointed a
new Prime Minister, Koh Kuii, 59, a former mayor of Seoul and
currently head of Myongii University, Yonhap television news
reported, Reuter says from Seoul.

An official at the presidential Blue House. who declined to be
identified., confirmed the report. Koh's appointment must be
approved by the National Assembly. He would replace current

premier Lee Soo Sun.

o

US Secretary of State

Madelein Albright (R) shakes
hands with Palestinian Liberation Organisation leader

Yasser Arafat (L) before meetings at the US State
Department in Washington, DC on Monday. Arafat, who
18 in Washington to win US condemnation of Israeli ex-

pansion in east Jerusalem, met earlier with US President

Bill Clinton.

— AFP/UNB photo

r new settlement

fact that the we do not share the
same views on Jerusalem,” he
said. "This is not new, it has
been this way since 1967," when
Israel captured and annexed the
Arab eastern sector of the holy
city.

“The Americans understand
our policy very well, that we are
committed to building in
Jerusalem which has been out
capital for 3,000 years. 1 will
not be influenced by criticism
from anywhere in the world,”
he said.

Netanyahu said surveying
work would begin at Har Homa.
a forested hilltop which the
Palestinians call Jebel Abu Gh-
neim, would begin in the next
few days.

Officials had initially said
the surveyors would start work
on Tuesday, but Netanyahu said
this had been postponed due to
"technical and legal” problems,
notably two peiling court chal-
lenges to the project.

Part of south goes out of control as govt tries to quell unrest

US regret

WASHINGTON. Mar 4: The
United States said yesterday it
strongly regretted Albania's
imposition ol emergency mea-
sures and a vote by the Balkan
country's parliament to re-elect
President Sali Berisha, reports
Reuter.

Albania's beleaguered gov-
ernment issued orders to shoot
armed rioters on sight. imposed
a dusk-to-dawn curfew and
curbed press freedoms yesterday
in an effort to smother violent
unrest sweeping Europe's
poorest country.

"We strongly regret the
measures taken by the Parlia-
meni and government today to

i be in effect. Introduction a state

ol Eﬂltrﬁfﬂ{.‘y and to introduce
censorship of the Albanian
press,” said State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns.
"We're very concerned that
the state of emergency declared
by the Parliament today is be-
ing used to stifle legitimate free

expression,” Burns told a news
briefing.

Burns also sharply criticised
the election of Berisha
yesterday to a second five-year
term.

"We regret very much that
today, under these difficult cir-
cumstances, the Albanian Par-
liament went forward with the
re-elections of President
Berisha,"” he said.

“This step is likely to in-
crease polarisation rather than
facilitate a solution.”

The commission on Security
and Cooperation in Europe also
issued a statement criticisi
developments in Albania an
calling upon Berisha to "adhere
strictly to the rule of law.”

Another Reuter report says:
Albania's beleaguered govern-
ment moved to smoother the
violent unrest sweeping the im-
poverished Balkan state as one
of its diplomats acknowledged
that part of the south was out of

s imposition of
emergency steps in Albania

conirol.

Tanks were spotted in the
southern town ol Gjirokaster
and gunfire from automatic
weapons was occasionall
heard there on Monday. Gree
diplomats and eyewitnesses
said. i

At least five or six tanks are
inside the town now and have
taken up key positions. There
has been sporadic gunfire from
automatic weapons throughout
the day," said a Greek consulate
official in Gjirokaster who was
contacted by Reuters from
Greece by telephone and
requested anonymity.

In the southern port of Vlore,
set ablaze and plundered by
armed mobs of Albanians
enraged by the loss of their sav-
ings. 35 foreigners were plucked
to safety by giant Chinook heli-
copters sent by Italy and flown
to the Italian port of Brindisi.

Iraq admits producing
deadly nerve gas: UN

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 4:
Iraq has admitted producing
large amounts of one of the
world's deadliest nerve agents
but has failed to convince UN
experts it destroyed them -as
claimed after the Gulf War, a UN
olficial said Monday. reports
AP.

Chief UN weapons inspector
[tolfl Ekeus briefed the Security
Council on Monday about the
status of his team's efforts to de-
termine whether Iraq has com-
plied with UN orders to scrap its
high-tech weapons pro-
gramines.

The council has refused to
lift crippling economic sanc-
tions imposed on Iraq after the
1990 invasion of Kuwait until it
is satislied with Iraqi compli-
ance. Following Ekeus’' briefing,
the council agreed to extend the
sanctions for another 60 days.

"Getting Iraq to comply (with
UN orders) is like pulling teeth
from somebody who doesn't
want to open his mouth,” US
Ambassador Bill Richardson
suid,

Ekeus said the lraqis had

admitted having produced
about 3 800 kilograms (1,727
pounds) of the deadly VX nerve
agent in 1990 but claimed they
destroyed the supply secretly af-
ter the 1991 Gulf War.

He said UN inspectors had
been taken to sites in the desert
where the destructions was said
to have taken place but they
could not verify Baghdad's
claims.

Ekeus said that as early as
1995, Irag acknowledged hav-
ing produced small quantities
of the nerve agent. "lraq said
the guality was so low it was
not worth much.” Ekeus said.

But Ekeus said his team sus-
pected the figure was too low.
The Iragis then admitted to
having produced up to 3.800
kilograms (1.727 pounds) of the
agent. considered far deadlier
than sarin.

Iragi Foreign Minister Mo-
hammed Saeed al-Sahhaf has
been in New York since last
week Irying to convince diplo-
mats that Baghdad is comply-
ing with UN inspectors.

5 killed in
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India. Mar 4:
Two Indian soldiers were kilied
by a land mine in Kashmir,
while two Muslim guerillas and
a police commando gdied in a
separate incident. police said
today. reports AFP.

Two soldiers of the counter-
insurgency Rashtriya Rifles
Regiment were killed when
their vehicle went over a land
mine late Monday on the out-
skirts of Srinagar.

Four others, including two
policemen, were injured.

Two militants belonging to
the powerful Hizb-ul-Muja-
hedeen. meanwhile, and a po-
lice commando were killed in a
fierce two-hour gunbattle in the
Kashmiri district of Budgam,
police said.

The fighting erupted after
commandos encircled a sus-
pected rebel hideout. The police
seized two AK-47 riffles, a pistol
and ammunition from the dead
men.

Japan hails Cuban
asylum offer for
Peruvian rebels

TOKYO, Mar 4: Japan on
Tuesday praised Cuba's asylum
offer for the Peruvian rebels
who have been holding 72
hostages in the Japanese am-
bassador's residence in Lima
for nearly three months, re-
porls AP.

Peruvian President Alberto

Fujimori paid a surprise visit tul

Havana on Monday and learned
that Fidel Castro was willing to
take in the Tupac Amaru rebels,
if asked.

But rebel leader Nestor Cerpa
rejected the offer, saying the
only place he wants to go is the
Peruvian jungle, CNN reported.

Japanese Forei Minister
Yukihiko IKeda gave high
marks to Fujimori's negotia-
tions with Cuba, although he
said more work needed to be
done before the crisis could be
resolved.

"Leaving for a third country
is one of the important op-
tions,” he told Japanese re-
porters.

US tornado
death toll

rises to 44

ARKADELPHIA, Arkansas,
Mar 4: The death toll rose to 44
following a weekend of torna-
does and violent weather that
pounded a wide area from Texas
to Ohio, officials said Monday,
reports AFP.

President Bill Clinton de-
clared nine Arkansas counties
disaster areas, making them
eligible for federal funds after
tornadoes caused at least 24
deaths in the state, with more
than 200 others injured.

Clinton, who served as
Arkansas governor, planned to
tour the damage Tuesday.

"I'm very concernéd about
it," he said, adding that he had
recognised people in the televi-

., sion footage of the disaster.
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Residents look on as rescue workers evacuate victim
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Express train in Meharshah, a rural station some 60 kilometres from Punjab's major city
Multan, On Monday. The passenger train which derailed after a brake failure ploughed

into an emergency stop barrier leaving 126 killed and 150 injured.

— AFP/UNB photo

'Sino-US ties increasingly pivotal'

BEIJING, Mar 4: Ties be-
tween the United States and
China are increasingly pivotal,
and Taiwan remains the key
issue in the relationship, Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen was quoted Tuesday as
saying, reports AFP.

"Under the new circum-
stances, the need for pushing
forward Sino-US relations is
increasing instead of decreas-
ing, and the potential for
strengthening cooperation be-

tween the two countries is ex-

instead of shrinking.”

panding
Xinhua as

Qian was quoted by
tellin& a seminar in Beijing.

He said both in the past and
future, the set of principles con-
tained in the 1972 Shanghai

communique — the agreement
that broke open ties after
decades of cold war enmity —
was the backbone of the rela-
tionship. -

Under the guidance of these
principles Sino-US relations
as a whole continued to improve
despite twists and turnms.” he
said.

But he warned that now, as

in 1972, the Taiwan issue re- .

mains key, calling for both
sides to follow provisions of
existing Sino-US communiques
on the issue.

The US acknowledged in the
agreements that both countries
territorial sovereignty should
be respected and that there is
only one China.

The Taipei government,
founded by defeated nationalist
forces that fled China at the end
of a civil war in 1949, styles it-
self as the Republic of China, in
contrast to Beijing's People's
Republic of China.

Beijing views Taiwan as part
of its territory.

The US has indicated that it
opposes any use of force by Bei-
jing to reclaim the island
province, however.

It dispatched two aircraft
carrier groups to seas around
Taiwan in March last year — a
low point in Sino -US ties — in
response to a series ol military
exercises that China was con-
ducting to intimidate pro-inde-
pendence sentiment -

—

Myanmar junta considers
KNU still a threat

YANGON, Mar 4: Myanmar's
military government said today
tR:: Karen National Union
(KNU)
still a threat it planned to
keep troops at the Thai-Myan-
mar border as long as neces-
sary, reports Reuter. :

“The KNU can still be a
threat to the government,' se-
nior intelligence official
Colonel Kyaw Thein told a news
conference.

He said troops which have
been involved in more than 100
border battles since February
will remain as long as neces-
sary to fight the last major eth-
nic group yet to sign a ceasefire
agreement with Yangon.

Myanmar troops sacked
KNU mobile bases in the eastern
part of the country last month
in attacks which sent
thousands of refugees and

guerillas scurrying for shelter

into Thailand.

Thailand and Myanmar
have reached agreements about
the border action, and the
movement of the troops should
not harm bilateral relations.

“There shall not be any effect
on the continuing bilateral re-
lations between Myanmar
(Burma) and Thailand,” Foreign
Minister Ohn Gyaw said. "Be-
fore any action was taken we
kept the Thai authorities in-
formed ... of the intended ac-
tion. We have not intended to
hurt the bilateral relations and
the Thai government under-
stands it very well.”

The KNU, formed in 1948,
has rejecied several peace over-
tures from the ruling junta.
Kyaw Thein said the latest se-
ries of attacks in February
came following the failure of a
fourth round of peace talks be-
tween the two sides in Decem-
ber.

Xinhua adds: Myanmar
State Law and Order Restora-
tion Council has enacted the

Indian villagers 'mortgaging' their
children to beat starvation

GOVINDPUR, India, Mar 4:
Starving viilagars across east-
ern India are "mortgaging’ their

‘children in return tor food, vil-

lagers here say, reports AFP.

For up to 500 kilogranmes
(1,100 pounds) of grain a year,
boys as young as 10 years old
labour for the rich, doing a va-
riety of chores at their homes
and farms.

During this period, the chil-
dren may- get to see their fami-
lies but are forbidden to return
home without the permission of
those who have given them jobs
in a region where work Iis
scarce.

Although no official statis-
tics are available, villagers and
political activists say hundreds
of children may have been
"mortgaged” by poor families
d:u_l:_vcl‘atc to beat starvation.

en-year-old Maheshwar
Tandy is one such case.

Tandy, dressed in shabby
shorts, told AFP he worked for
Senapati Banchor, also a resi-

dent of Govindpur village in

Bolangir district, some 550
kilometres (343 miles) south-
west of Calcutta. )

Tandy said he looked after
Banchor's cattle and did odd

jobs. But, unlike many- other

children similarly "pawned",
Tandy lives with his parents in
this tiny village of 870 people.

Dixon Chura, 38, is, however
not that lucky.

He said he had "mortgaged"”
one of his three sons, 12-year-
old Pitam Chura, to a village
nearly 10 kilometres (six miles)
away, some 18 months ago in
return for food.

"Yes, | feel bad about what |
have done,"” Chura said, ringed
by a group of equally emaciated
villagers. "But what could I do?
We don’'t have money to Fay for
our family's food or children's
ecducation.”

Asked when he would take
back his son, whom he gets to
see once in nearly three

months, he answered: "When
my condition becomes okay."

Most villagers said that may
never happen.

Balanﬁir. a sprawling dis-
trict in the state of Orissa, is
facing near-famine conditions
after flash foods coupled with a
poor monsoon battered crops in
the region and left thousands of
farm workers without work.

Tens of thousands have mi-
grated all over India in search
of employment. Many eke out
an existente doing odd and ir-
regular jobs, which fetch them
25 rupees (75 cents) a day — if
they are lucky.

An AFP correspondent who
toured some villages heard
about dozens of starvation
deaths. Vinod Kumar, Bolan-
gir's chief administrator, has
admitted to receiving 107 death
reports.

But KV Singh Deo, a Hindu
nationalist legislator, claimed
the number of fatalities could

be as high as 200 or 300.

"Mortgaging children is a
very COMmmorn occurrence, said
social worker Chura Bhanube-
bra. "When the administration
is not bothered about the poor.
do you expect them to sit and
starve?"

Besides, poverty and hunger,
the region also faces an acute
shortage of drinkable water.
Large tracts ol land have gone
dry and in many villages hand
pumps do not function.

"There is no pure water. no
food, no irrigation water,
sighed Romancho Banchar. 25
an arts graduate at Parasava
village who is searching lor
work. “There is drought. What
future do we have?

Another villager added: "The
government is not bothered. the
politicians are not bothered
about us.

"There has never been a situ
ation like this before.” said
Hindu politician Singh Deo.

uerilla urlganiaatinh was

national food law containing
12 chapters, according to lo-
day's official paper the New
Light of Myanmar.

The law is meant to enable
the public to consume food of
genuine quality, free from dan-
ger and hygienic problems, and
to control and regulate the pro-
duction. import, export. stor-
age, distribution and sale of
food systematically, it is re-
ported.

The law, which was enacted
yesterday, calls for formation
of a food and drug authority to
carry out the functions and du-
ties.

[CM poll
Labour maintains
its lead over

Conservatives

LONDON. Mar 4: The opposi-
tion Labour Party is maintain-
ing its strong lcad over the
Prime Minister John Major's
Conservative government, ac-
cording to a poll published
Tuesday, reports AP.

The ICM poll published in
the Guardian newspaper shows
the gap between the two parties
at 18 per cent, consistent with
Labour's lead in polls conducted
before its landslide victory last
Thursday in a special election
in a constituency once known
as true-blue Conservative,

Major has yet to call elec-
tions, but by law they must be
held by May 22 at the latest.

Labour garnered 48 per cent
of the support of those polled,
Conservatives 30 per cent, Lib-

“eral Democrats 16 per cent and

others 6 per cent — numbers
hardly different from last
month. when Labour polled 48
per cent and the Tories 32 per
cent.

ROK, DPRK to

hold Pe€ace

talks in New
York today

WASHINGTON. Mar 4: Hos-
tile North Korea and South Ko-
rea will meet Wednesday in New
York to hold their first direct
talks about peace since the
shaky truce that ended their
1950- 1953 war, reports AFP.

Foreign Ministry delcga—
tions tfrom both sides were due
to attend the US-South Korean
joint briefing of Pyongyang on
a proposal for four-party peace

talks aimed at officially bring-
ing peace to the divided Korean
Peninsula

The on-again, off-again

briefing was postponed twice —
in late January and early
February — by Pyongyang over
concerns about its severe food
shortages

A senior State Department
official said that the North Ko-
reans. who until last December
had refused to meet face-to-face

with Seoul about their
armistice, was “probably meore
positive about it today than

they were a month ago



