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Cabinet approves
proposal to
waive overdue
agri loans

The cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a proposal for waivin
overdue agricultural (takabi
loans, reporis UNB.

A meeting of the cabinet also
approved with some amend-
ments the Model Production
Sharing Contract (PSC) 1997
framed to dattract investment
from local and foreign compa-
nies in exploration and extrac-
tion of oil and natural gas in
the country.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina presided over the meet-
ing held at the PM's Office.

The cabinet meeting re-
viewed the country's overall
economic situation in the cur-
rent (1996-97) fiscal year.

Ministers and State Minis-
ters attended the meeting. Cab-
inet Secretary, Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister and
concerned secretarles were pre-
sent.

SEC extends
tenure of
probe body

By Special Correspondent

“The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) has further
extended the tenure of the
committee probing the alleged
scam in the country's capital
market last year during a bull
run.

According to SEC sources.
the committee is expected to
submit its report by March 23.

The five member committee,
headed by Prof Amirul Islam,
Vice-Chancellor of the Ja-
hangirnagar University, was
formed on December 27, 1996, It
was scheduled to submit its re-
port by January 27. But its
tenure was earlier extended un-
til February 27.

Since its formation the
committee gathered informa-

tion on the capital market dur--

ing the bull run between July

and November. There had been

See Page 12Col 1

Samad Azad in
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Mar 3: For-
eign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad arrived here. today.on g
two-day official visit to Pak
istan, reports BSS.

He was received at the Is-
lamabad International Ai
by the Foreign Minister of Pak-
istan, Gauhar Ayub Khan and
senior officials of the foreign
ministry.

Bangladesh high commis-
sioner to Pakistan. Qama
Rahim and Pakistan high
commissioner to Bangladesh,
Karam Elahi were present at the
airport.

uring his stay in Islam-
abad, Abdus Samad Azad will
"call on Prime Minister Mo-
hammad Nawaz Sharif and
hand over a special message to
him from Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Besides holding wide rang-
ing talks on bilateral issues
with his Pakistani counterpart
Gauhar Ayub Khan, Samad
Azad will call on President Fa-
rooq Ahmed Khan Leghari,
Senate Chairman Wasim Saj-
jad and Speaker of the National
Assembly Elahi Baksh Soomro
and discuss matters of mutual
interest.
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Pakistan kills 126

ISLAMABAD. Mar 3: A run-
away passenger train jumped
its tracks in Pakistan's eastern
Punjab province today killing
at least 126 people. according to
emergency rescue workers, re-
ports AP.

Another 175 passengers were
injured when the brakes failed
on the express train near
Khaniwal, about 400 kilome-
tres southeast of Islamabad. .

"The scene is horrific,” said
Mohammed Zubair, an emer-
gency worker in Khaniwal.
"Nineteen of the dead were chil-
dren.”

Hours after the accident oc-
curred several people were still
trapped inside the overturned
railway cars, said Shamshed
Igbal. another ambulance
worker.

“You can hear the people
screaming for help, but we can’t
reach them.” he said. "We are

having trouble getting to them."”

Some railway cars rolled on
top ol others making it difficult
to reach through the twisted
metal to reach those inside.

The government called in
the arug to help with the res-
cue, said Igbal.

Zubair and Igbal, both con-
tacted in Khaniwal, said man
of the injured were in critic
condition.

The 17-car train was en
route from Peshawar in Pak-
istan's Northwest Frontier
Province to southern Karachi
on the Arabian Sea when the
accident occurred early this
morning.

. The train was gﬁparentl}r
ordered to stop to make way for

,a second passenger train that

was leaving Khaniwal, the
railway authorities said.

When the operator of the

s train realised the brakes had
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Train accident in

failed. he drove the train ontoa =

track for runaway trains. It:

jumped the tracks and the first

five cars overturned, they saids
Most of the dead and injured.

were sleeping in these cars’

when the accident occurred,

said Igbal. _.“_

Pakistan's train system
antiquated and there are fre

guent accidents, -’*-: E

People from. Khaniwal

rived at the aits ol fhe accident
- and pulled bodies from the'

overturned rail cars, said eye-

witnesses. They covered them

in white shrouds.
Prime Minister

the hospital in Khaniwal where
hundreds of people had gathp
ered to donate blood.

The shops in the Funjabe}

town closed to mourn the dead.

Nawa# .
Sharif took a helicopter to the.
scene of the accident. He went h:r"='

Meetings, processions held

Agitation to continue till
demands are met: BNP

Opposition BNP yesterday
began a month-long demon-
stration to press for its de-
mands and to protest, what it
said, wrong policies of the
Awami League government that
aggravated the law and order
situation and. also weakened
the economy, reports UNB.

It held meetings and proces-
sions in the capital and district
headquarters. pledging to con-
tinue agitation until the de-
mands are met and the situa-
tion improves,

At a rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club in the after-
noon, the BNP leaders threat-
ened to launch a tougher pro-
gramme against the Awami
L.eague government if the pre-
sent situation does not improve
by March 30.

Organised by Dhaka cit
BNP, the rally was pfesid
over by its convenor Sadeq
Hossain Khoka MP. Later, a
procession was brought out that

' ded. tie cily streels and
'Wt the Mouchak tmﬁﬂl‘u%v
Addressing the rally, Depu

-Lf.'ﬂdﬂ of the ﬂppnsitinn in par—

liament Prof A Q M Badruddoza
Chowdhury said the eight-
month-old governiment had to-
tally failed to maintain the law
and order and created an ‘anar-
chic' situation in the country.
"There is no security of peo-
ple's life and property .... our
mothers and sisters are not safe
under the rule of the
government headed by a
womarn.' he said and asked,
"How can she stay in power in
such a situation?"
In this regard. the BNP
leader mentioned the alleged
rape of Shima Chowdhury in
police station and her "conspir-
atnrlal killing in safe custody.
“Even the body of Shima was
cremated to remove the evi--*
dences of the killing." he added.
He said. "This government is
afraid of democracy, afraid of
the people and their opinion.
This is-why it has been unleash:
ing attacks on the opposition."
The ruling partymen assaulted
four "MPs in the last eight
nronit s, Teé alleped "
Prof B C huudhurv con-
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Attack on BNP
procession in

Rajshahi: 25 hurt

From Our Correspondent .

RAJSHAHI. Mar 3: Twenty-
ive people were injured in a
bomb attack on a procession of
BNP and in a clash between
BNP. workers and police al
Shaheb Bazar here this after-
Nnooil, '

The BNP blamed the Awamil
League for the bomb attack. '

As part of BNP's coun
programme, the local BNP
brought out a procession which
came under attack near the
Bora Masijid crossing. Ten peo-
including word commis-
sioner Zahid Hossain and JCD
city unit joint convenor Waliul
Hug Rana, were injured. The
angry BNP workers then ran-
sacked three vehicles and
chased the attackers.

Police lobbed tear gas shells
and made baton charges to dis-
perse the mob. Some 15 BNP
workers and the policemen
were injured.

Al a press conference this

| ‘evening. the BNP leaders (¢

maawded ac 'mﬂ'*u,.tmﬂsl {ire @<
tackers.

; e
e
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday consoling a relative of one of the four persons

killed in firing by Ansars at village Sadhapur in Savar on Friday. -

PID photo

Prime Minister declares at Sadhapur village

Killers will be punished, no matter
how powerful & wealthy they are

SADHAPUR, Savar. Mar 3:
Drastic action will be taken
against those involved in the
Sadhapur killing, the Prime
Minister declared as the
mourning villagers sought jus-
tice when she visited the spot
today, reports UNB.

"Those who committed such
a crime would be put to trial.
The killers. whoever they ma
be. will be tried,” said Sheikg
Hasina and consoled the mem-
bers of the bereaved families.

Four people were KkKilled and
nearly 50 injured on Friday
when Ansars opened fire during
a clash with the villagers over a
dispute land. )

A section of the villagers of
Sadhapur, six kilometre off
Savar thana, went to evict the
Ansars from the camp on a land
claimed to be owned by the Par-
tex Group of Industries, police
said.

Family members of the vic-
tims burst into tears when the
anr Minister went to visi{ the

i £ =" &

I'ﬂ: no word to console you,

w b LI

becatise | know the sorrows ol

losing near and dear ones.” she
said.

The Prime Minister said the
crilminals and the killers woul«l
never be pgiven protection or
shelter. Those who coiaiitted
such a heinous crime and in-

justice must be punished. she

Home Minister says

CID has taken
up case, probe

ordered
By Staft Correspondent

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam informed the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday about vari-
ous measures taken to probe the
killings at Sadhapur village in
Savar on Friday. which the
terimed a sad incident.

He was giving a statement on
e ineident that telv 1niw ber
See Page 12 col 7

told the mourners who sobbed,
and then shouted: Hang the
killers,

"The killers. no matter how
powertul and wealthy they are.
will not be spared. trial of the
killings with be held. Killing is
A crime against humanity.”

"Law  will take its own
course. The criminals will be
tricd under the provision of
law.” she said.

The Prime Minister said her
government would never sup-
port the people who would try to
grab other's property.

She said the politics of her
party is to stand by the poor
people. not to protect the
amnassed wealth of the rich

A wailing Jainar Banu, wife
of the killed villager Sayeed
Mollah. told UNB correspon-
dent "l have lost my husband.
none is left to look alter my
sons and daughters.”

Mahbub Alam. brother of
another victim. Shahed Alam,
aqld 'We were six brothers. Now
we are five.” ~ *

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP Hﬂer'lar}' gener.il Ahdul Mannan mayan addreqqmg il puh]n: mwtmg in frrmt ui the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday, as part of the party's month-long agitation programme.

— Star photo

Bangladesh has strongly
pleaded for its inclusion as a
meinber of the Indian Ocean
Rim (IOR] grouping, a new al-
liance ol littoral countries in
the Asian and Pacific region.
sources concerned said yester-
day.

India has assured Bangla-
desh that it would move its case
for membership at the IOR
Foreign Ministers meeting in
Mauritius this month. The
assurance wais conveyed by
Prime Minister Deve Gowda to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
during their recent meeting in
New Delhi. foreign ministry
sources said. The bilateral
meeling between the two pre-
iiiers was held during the Inter-

Parliamentary Union (IPU)
meet last month in Delhi.
Foreign Minister Abdus

Samad Azad has also sent a let-

By M Anwarul Hagq

ter last month to his counter-
parts in 14 countries of the J1OR
alliance urging that Bangladesh
be accepted as a member ol the
new block. It could not be learut
what was the general respornse
but the sources said that several
countries including India and
Australia have indicated their
support for Bangladesh's mem-
bership.

Indian External Affairs
Minister | K Gujral, who would
he a prime mover in the JOR
Foreign Ministers' meeting in
Mauritius, has also learnt to
have assured his Bangladesh
counterpart about backing
Bangladesh's case for member-
ship, the sources added.

The First Ministerial Meet
of Foreign Ministers of 14 coun-
tries of the IOR will be held lor
two days in Mauritius from
March 6. The meeting is due to

—states.

Delhi to back Dhaka's move
for IOR membership

formally adopt the charter of
the new organisation of the
Asian and Pacific littoral
The formal name of the
organisation is slated to be In-
dian Ocean Rimn Association for
Regional Co-operation
(IORARC).

The organisation is being
seen as a new regional block to
expand trade and economic
links among the countries of
the Asia and Pacific region.

India along with Australia
and South Africa were the
original sponsors of the idea of
a regional alliance of the Indian
COcean Rim cournitries.

Although there are 47 coun-
tries in the Indian Ocean Rim,
Bangladesh, the third largest
country in the region, was never
considered for membership.
Besides Bangladesh, two other

See Page 12 Col 1
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CID probe

Ansars chased

villagers and
- opened fire

By Staff Correspondent

Preliminary investigation
by the CID into the incident in

Savar has revealed that the
Ansars at Sadhapur on Friday
morning chased the villagers
and at one stage opened fire on
them killing four persons and
injuring many others.

The CID team probing the
incident observed that the vil-
lagers were not in any agitating
mood which could have pro-
voked the Ansars to open fire.

Meanwhile, the 32 people,
including 13 Ansars, arrested
were produced before the Dis-
trict Magistrate s Court yester-
day and later sent lo jail. CID
SoUTces said,

Fhe €CID team yesterday
guestioned seven villagers who
were injured in the incident.
They also visited the houses of
the dead and injured persons

See Page 12 Col 5

Partex tor judicial
probe, again
claims ownership
of land in Savar

Partex Real Estate lirm, a
sister concern of Partex Group.
vesterday urged the government
Lo institute a judicial enquiry
into the February 28 Savar in-
cident, reports LINB.

It also expressed deep shock
at the untoward incident that
left four people dead and some
20 others injured at village
Sadhapur in Savar thana over a
land dispute.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, vice chairman of the com-
pany Aziz Al Kaiser said his
company, if necessary. is ready
to compensate the victims
families.

He gave an elaborate descrip-
tion of buying the land. measur-
ing 79.42 acres or 216 bighas.
and once again claimed their
ownership on it.

The Partex has undertaken a
plan to establish Composite
Textile Mills on the land at a
cost of Tk 246 crore with the fi-
nancial assistance of a foreign
investiment company.

According to M Nurul Haq. a

See Page 12 col 6

Bangabandhu

murder : Court

to set date for
trial today
By Mizan Al

The District and Sessions
Judge's Court. Dhaka, will an-
nounce today the date for ap-
pearance ol the accused in the
Bangabandhu murder in his
couri, according to sources con-
cerned.

Earlier. the Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate's (CMM) Court
had transferred the case to the
Court of District and Sessions
Judge Kazi Golam Rasul on
March 1.

The date for trial would be
announced on the day of the ap-
pearance of the accused at the
Court of the District and Ses-
sions Judge. the sources said.

While ordering transfer of
the case. the CMM had observed
that all necessary lormalities
in connection with the case was
completed and that it was now
ready for trial.

Former Army officers Lt Col.

See Page 12 Col 8

Annual general meeting
of BOC ends in fiasco

By Staff Correspondent

The Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the BOC Bangladesh
LLtd. a British subsidiary. pro-
ducing gas. welding and medical
equipment ended in a fiasco
when some shareholders hurled
rocks and chairs at the com-
pany board members sitting on
the dais at the Officers’ Chub i
the city yesterday.

Company sources and wit-
nesses said they were agitating
demanding one bonus against
each share. instead of its pro-
posed one bonus for five shares.
At one stage they went unnaly,
hurling invectives, rocks and
folding chairs. leaving at least

one of the company executives,
Mohammad Saber, hospi-
talised with injuries and Man-
aging Director A Hasnat Khan
nursing his facial wounds.
British Deputy High Commis-
sioner Ms Mirium Mcintosh
was present at the meeting.

The board members had to
shield themselves with chairs
and duck the missiles. A con-
tingent of police who were he-
hind the pandal came forward.
Neither they nor the security

uards. hired for the occasion

rom a privale company. could

tame the trouble makers, num-
oee Page 12 Col 5

Killing of doctor:
12 remanded

for 2 days
By Statt Correspondent

The twelve people, arrested
in connection with the murder
of a dector of the PG Hospital,
were taken on remand for two
days yesterday.

The arrested persons, al-

| legedly the members of an or-

ganised gang ol dacoits, were
produced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court which granted two days'
remmand for further interroga-
Lion, police said.

Dr Halizur Rahman was
gunned down in front of his res-
idence at Sanatangar in Ziga-
tola under Dhanmondi thana
Saturday night.

Another bus accident
in Manikganj: 5 killed

MANIKGANJ, Mar 3: Five
people were killed and 50 others
injured. 15 critically. when a
coach skidded off the Dhaka-
Aricha highyay at Kalampur

| today, reports UNB.

Survivors said the Bogra-
bound c¢oach from capital
Dhaka fell 35 feet into a road-
side dry ditch at about 8:30 am
as its driver lost control over
the steering.

Three people died on the spot
while two others died on way to
hospital. Two of the victims
were identified as Sumon. 8,
and Zahir, 23.

An injured passenger,
Rashid. said the coach. which

left the Gabtoli terminal at 7:30
am. was crammed with _passeri-
vers beyond its capacity.

The injured passengers were
being treated at Dhamrai
Thana Health Complex,
Manikganj Sadar Hospital and
different hospitals of the capi-
tal.

The bodies were sent o
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy. A case was filed
with Dhamrai police.

B55 adds: A person was
killed when a bus hit him at
Sanir Akhra. Demra, on Sun-
day night, hospital sources

See Page 12 Col 2

Five major foreign compa-
nies have formed a consortium
for a massive investment to
build a new port near the Chit-
tagong seaport and do other
businesses in Bangladesh.

The consortinum. under the
leadership of Trade and In-

vestment Department (TID) of

the United Kingdom, has al-
reacly chosen a suitable e at
the mouth of river Karnaphuli

to set up Lthe planned container

terminal likely te cost 300 mil-
lion US dollars

Talking to UNB yesterday
Tim Siteel.
Britain's TCM group, which is

Chairman of

coordinating the comsortium,
said : "This is a highly viable
project and we are aggressively
ready to launch it."

He. however. would not
mention names of the five com-
panies as the huge investment
IS v much dependent on po
litical stability.

"Initially, five major com-
panies have participated in the
consortium. | hope more big
companies will show their in-
terest to join in the consor-
tiuvim.” Steel said.

"Fund is ready. He have al-

submitted a draft pro-

read
pc-l¥ to the government, seek-

British consortium to set up
$300m container terminal

ing 300 acres of land at
Pdtenga he said. "The govern-

ment has agreed to it and the
five-company consortium is
ready to invest the 300 million
dollars after government's final
approval.”

Tim Steel furthFr informed
that the dprivatr: sector
port [aclrt}r woul rated
on the basis of bulld -OWn -
transfer (BOT) system.

The TCM Chairman lauded
gnv:rnmtnt s intentions to ac-

cept the consortium's proposal
and said the government had
assured that if necessary, it

See Page 12 Col 4

Japanese team keen to
invest in 3 sectors

A six-member Japanese
trade delegation, led by Koya
Mita. chairman of Itochu Avia-
tion Co. Ltd Japan, called on
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed at his office
in the city yesterday, reports
UNB.

The Japanese delegation ex-
pressed their willingness to
participate in infrastructure
development of Bangladesh and
showed keen interest to invest
in textile, and sectors,
said an official handout.

They also expressed their
satisfaction over the overall
situation in Bangladesh, par-
ticularly ‘investment-friendly

environment.’ now prevailing
in the government and private
sectors.

Welcoming the Japanese
team, the minister said that
Japan is a good friend and one
of the major development part-
ners of Bangladesh.

A good number ef projects
with Japanese assistance are
being implemented in the gov-
ernment and private sectors,
the minister added.

Bangladesh has a huge re-
serve of natural gas and the

overnment is lnterﬂﬂted to
uild fertilizer factory. power
plant and gas-based industries

See 12 col 7

Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most suitable

Commercial-cum-

Residential Plot No, 2, Road No. 2, Sector
No. 3 having road facilities on three sides
measuring more or less 929.37 sqr. metre
(13 katha 14 chattak) and Plot No. 58, Road
No. 2, Sector No. 3 more or less 356.31 sqr.
metre (5 katha 5 chattak) of Uttara Model
Town, Dhaka will be allotted for 99 years

lease on open auction.

Applications on prescribed form with terms
and conditions to be obtained from Sonali
Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on
payment of Tk. 500/- (Taka five hundred) only
in cash for each set (non-refundable) and will
be received by the Deputy Director (Estates)
from the intending bidders up to 2:00 PM on

16-3-97.

The auction will be held on 17-3-97 in the
Conference Room, 3rd floor of the Rajuk
Bhaban, Dhaka at 10:00 AM.

DFP-4726-1/3
G-588

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Dhaka.



