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Seeds (Amend)
Bill 97
placed in JS

A private-sector seed devel-
opment bill was introduced in
Parliament {fsterday aiming to
ensure availability of adequate
seeds for farming, reports UNB.

Agriculture Minister Begum
Matia Chowdhury tabled the
Seeds (Amendment) Bill 1997 in
the House which proposed cer-
tain changes in the Seed Ordi-
nance 1977.

The proposed changes in the
Ordinance would help the pri-
vate sector develop their seed
industry to ensure quality seeds
at the farmers’ level at fair price
in light of the National Seed
Policy.

As per the proposed amend-
ments, the government may
specify the standard regarding
lf]f germination percentage.
purity percentage, moisture
content and such other compo-
nents of seed quality with re-
spect to any seed of any notified
kind or variety.

The government may also
specify the mark or label to in-
dicate that such seed conforms
to the standard and the particu-
lars which such mark or label
may contairn.

The Ball also proposed that
no unregistered seed dealer
should carry on the business of
selling. keeping for sale. offer-
ing to sell, bartering or other-
wise supplying any seed of any
notified kind or variety.

BNP lawmaker Major (retd)
Akhteruzzaman raised objec-
tion a.lr_r_ajnsl the introduction of
the Bill, saying there is no need
of such a Bill and it is only de-
signed to favour some people.

He said the Bill proposed en-
hancement of the members of
Seed Board to 25 from the exist-
ing 15, and the objective of such
move is politicisation. The
farmers would not get quality
and adequate seed at fair price
by only making the board top-
heavy. he said.

Dy Speaker

From Page 1

"The government must thor-
oughly investigate the incident
and take legal steps against
those responsible for the
killing of the peasants”, Rah-
man demanded.

The Deputy Speaker who was
presiding over the sitting said:
"l am in agreement with
Khalilur Rahman. The Home
Minister should make a state-
ment in the House on the grue-
some incident."

The Home Minister was not
present in the House at that
time.

Iranian quake
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people, was devastated. Shiran
is 25 kilometers southwest of
the town of Ardabil.

Reza Azizvand was among
only a handful of people who
remained here, and he sat in the
only room of his house that re-
mained standing.

He said his wife of five
months was among the dead
and estimated that half of the
village's people had been wiped
out.

The Iranian quake was one
of a number that jolted Asian
countries over the last couple of
days. including temblors in
Armenia, China and Pakistan,
Scientists said there was no ev-
idence that any of them were
connected.

The death toll in just six
villages visited by reporters in
Ardabil province was estimated
at more than 2,000 people.

"We do not know who is
where.” said a man in Viand, a
village of 700 people where res-
idents said 33 people had died.

“No one knows whether his
neighbours have left the village
to go live with relatives else-
where. whether he is in a hospi-
tal or buried somewhere under
the rubble.” he said.

A doctor in Ardabil and sev-
eral villagers said the wolves
and dogs had attacked the
corpses of people and animals
and, at times, hampered res-
CLIerS.

Hundreds of sheep and cows
— the livelihood of tﬂe farming
villages — were buried under
landslides and the collapsed
walls of houses.
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The Ekushey Book Fair at the Bangla Academy premises

in the city is drawing a large number of visitors everyday.

— Star photo
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Chinese investors urged

to set up textile units

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed has
urged the Chinese investors to
set up joint-venture textile in-
du-ufu in Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

"Bangladesh wants to be self-
reliant in textile sector by the
year 2000 to maintain GSP and
increase value addition in gar-
ment export,” the Minister told
the visiting Chinese business
delegation who called on him in
the city yesterday.

Yin Junde, Vice-Chairman
of the China National Textile
Machinery Cnrﬁuratmn
(CTMC), is leading the delega-
tion. Their visit is aimed at ex-
pediting the use of Chinese ma-
chinery in textile sector.

During the meeting, the vis-
iting Chinese businessmen and
investors expressed their hap-
piness over the normalcy in
overall situation. including po-
litical harmony, prevailing in
Bangladesh.

in saild CTMC is willing to
extend its vas: experience in
textile sector by providing tex-
tile machinery and technology

to revamp the sector.

"CTMC is ready to provide
complete spinning machineries
and equipment at competitive
prices,” he said.

Welcoming the delegation,
Tofael said: "Chinese govern-
ment and the le are always
friendly to us and have become
our development partner.”

Referring to the GSP and in-
crease value-addition in gar-
ment export, he said the gov-
ernment is mobilising Tk 500
to 1000 crores to support the lo-
cal investors to expedite their
interest in this sector.

Tofael called upon the Chi-
nese entrepreneurs to enjoy the
"incentive package” offered to
the foreign investors and said
China will be welcomed in set-
ting up an industrial park in
Bangladesh to cement the
Bangladesh-China friendship.

CTMC is one of the biggest
textile machinery manufactur-
ers in the world and exports its
products to over 30 countries.
More than 30 mills have so far
been set up in Bangladesh with
the assistance of C.
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8 steps taken to combat
arsenic pollution, JS told

By Staff Correspondent

The governnient has laken
up all possible nieasures Lo
combat arsenic contamination
in various parts of the country,
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman told the
Jiliva Sangsad yeslerday.

Winding up a short discus-
sion on the arsenic contamnina-

lion. the minister mentioned
eight steps undertaken by the
government to deal with the
problem.

The government steps in-
clude ensuring supply ol arsenic
contamination-tfree drinking
water through setting up ot
tubewells and deep tubewells in
the aflected areas. identifying
the sources of contamination
and testing contaminated wa-
ter. undertaking short and long
termi projects to check the dis-
ease and Llreat the palients,
formation of a national com-
mittee and three sub-commit-
tees to protect public health,

' sealing olt of the tubewells sup-

plying contaminated water.
selting up ol testing laborato-
ries in rural areas. listing of the
affected population and detect-
ing the impact of contaminated
water on them and vigilance on
the situation in the affected ar-
eas.

Speaking on the spread of
arsenic contamination in the
country, Zillur Rahman told
the House that arsenic had been
detected in some areas, espe-
cially some northern districts.

The minister stressed on the
role of the press in creating
awareness among the people
and also sought cooperation of
the opposition parties in deal-
ing with the problem.

Earlier, Deputy Leader of the
Dr
Badruddoza Choudhury pro-
posed that a random survey on

BNP agitation

From Page 1

against them, resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner
and introduction of voter's
identity card.

BNP's month-long pro-
grammes include countrywide
mass contact from March 3-29
and meetings and processions
at thana headquarters on
March 30.

[t threatened to declare
‘tougher' programmes if the
government failed to improve
the present political and eco-
nomic situation and meet its
demands by March 30.

the spread and effect of arsenic
contamination be conducted
and investigation be held on
the issue. physicians and the
health workers be trained on
the disease, a committee. if pos-
sible a parliamentary one, be
lormed on the matter and im-
proved medical services be
made available in the country.

Dr Choudhury also blamed
the government lor not taking
adequate steps to deal with the
problem. - _

Abdul Latif Mirza of the
ruling Awami League submitted
the notice on the arsenic con-
tamination on Wednesday on
which Mirza himself spoke
only. Discussion on the notice
could not be held on the day as
other MPs of the ruling AL and
opposition BNP 'and Jatiya
Party who were scheduled to
speak were absent from the
House on that day.

The members listed to speak
on the issue were absent yester-
day also and the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition rose to speak
on the matter as soon as Deputy
Speaker Abdul Hamid, l;.:lrointing
out the absence of the con-
cerned MPs. invited the LGRD
Minister to make a statement.

Bhasantek slum

From Page 1

ing community of some 1.000
handed eviclion operation. She
requesied anonymity in fear of
reprisal from the mastans.

The State Minister for Hous-
ing and Public Works, Afsar
Uddin Khan, was later asked to
resign following eviction at the
sl

Others said that the group
has already 'sold’ the plots to as
many as 'few hundred' families.
"Everyone knows that having a
plot here would serve as a guar-
antee for rehabilitation, so
man?' have paid up the sum and
are building their huts,” said
Nasir, another victim who
came to The Daily Star office,
adding that the real poor and
homeless people like him did
not stand the slightest chance
in front of the mastans.

Asked whether the police
were informed about it, Nasir
said that they were too afraid to
do so. When contacted, the duty-
officer of the Cantonment
thana said that they had heard
about it but could not do any-
thing because there had not
been any written complaint
about it.
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‘ers for various social
| and criminal activities in that

PM meets
Cross-section
of people

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina gave audience to a cross-
section of people at her office

sterday to know their prob-
ems and give immediate solu-
tion, reports UNB.

Some 20 people told their

sonal problems to the Prime

inister during an hour-long
meet-the-people programme.

Some of them appealed to
the Prime Minister for jab,
some for monetary help and
some of them only came to have
a 511:11]}3: of their beloved
leader.

Shela Begum, a young lady,
and her sister came to Sheikh
Hasina with an appeal for pro-
tection against harassment by
some terrorists of their area at
Peelkhana in the city.

A 70-year-old woman.
Zuneda Khatun, also appealed
to the Prime Minister lor tak-
ing action against some terror-
ists who are threatening her
sOn.
Prime Minister Hasina di-
rected the officials concerned to
investigate the incidents and
take necessary s :

Sheikh Hasina also con-
soled some others who came to
meet her and assured some oth-
ers of help. She also encouraged
some of the distressed people
and suggested them to do some-
thinF themselves to face the
challenges of life.

Hartal observed
at Chhatak

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 2: The move-
ment of buses on the Sylhet-
Sunamganj Road remained
suspended today as a hartal was
enforced at Chhatak.

The limestone industry pro-
tection committee enforced the
dawn-to-dusk strike demand-
ing an end to the alleged pilfer-
age of gas in the lime producing
factories in Dhaka, Narayan-
ganj and Gazipur.

JUTA polls
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Mahmud and Mehernigar
“aThe oth jointly led
e other up joinuy
by the JU VC ggf Amirul Islam
Chowdhury and pro-VC Prof
Alauddin Ahmed has nomi-
nated Prof Anwarul Haq Sharit
(president) and Dr M A Matin
(secretary). Other contestants
are Prof Nazma Siddiqui (Vice
president), Prof AFM Ubaidur
Rahman (Treasurer), and Dr
Mozammel Haq (Joint Secre-
tary). Candidates for the posts
of six members are : Dr ul
Ghani, Dr U H M Shamsunna-
har, Dr Abdul Awal, Dr Tazul
Islam, Dr Farhad Hossain and

Dr Subhas Chandra Das.

Pollution

i From Page 1

have been taken to operate such
courts at least 15 days a month
in Dhaka City.

She came up with sugges-
tions that all automobiles
should have anti-emission de-
vices and use lead-free fuel with
lesser sulfur contents. Besides,
the minister said the number of
buses should be increased in
the metropolitan areas and
steps should be taken to end the
traffic-jam.

Sajeda Chowdhury said, a
draft of environment protec-
tion rules, 1997 has already
been prepared and the govern-
ment would soon approve it.
Meanwhile, a "Bangladesh En-
vironmental Project” has been
taken up as a follow-up action
of the National Environmental
Management Action Plan
(NEMAP), said the minister.

Malaysia
From Page 1

The authorities had legalised a
total of about 1.2 million illegal
workers.

Many Bangladeshis are
waiting at the detention camps
for deportation, said Rasiah,
adding a "large number of
Bangladeshis are stuck up in
the jungles on the border of
Thailand and Malaysia." Asked
about their number, Rasiah
said Malaysian police believe it
would not be less than 20,000.

The Malaysian authorities
also blamed the migrant work-
problems

country.

According to Rasiah, the
number of marriages between
B adeshis and Malaysians
would not be more than 1000

and it was not even 10 cent
of the number of marri be-
tween Indonesians and ay-

sians,

Rahi murder

4 Sylhet BCL
leaders sent
to jail

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Mar 2: Four leaders
of the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (S-P) were sent to the jail
hajat by the thana magistrate
court here today. Earlier, they
surrendered before the court.
They are wanted in connection
with the murder of Babul
Ahmed Rahi, an activist of JCD.

Rahi was stabbed to death at
his residence at Jalalabad resi-

dential area in September 4 last
year.

Masjid-e-Nabubi’s
Chief Imam leaves
for Jeddah

Chief Imam and Khatib of
Masjid-e-Nabubi of Madina
Manwara Dr Sheikh Ali Bin
Abdur Rahman Al-Hujaifi left
Dhaka for Jeddah yesterday af-
ter his visit to Bangladesh. re-
ports UNB.

He was seen off at the Zia In-
ternational Airport, by State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury.

The State Minister requested
the Khatib to pray for peace,
progress and prosperity of

Bal’}%adesh.
e Khatib lauded the warm
hospitality and love tendered to
him during the visit.

He left for home cutting
short his visit by two days due
to an emergency at home.

1 drowns, another
missing in Meghna

boat capsize

BARISAL, Mar 2: One person
drowned and another missing
when a mechanised boat cap-
sized in the Meghna yesterday
near Daulatkhan thana, police
said, reports BSS.

The dead was identified as
Shah Alam (35) while the miss-
ing person remains unidenti-
fied.

Meanwhile, five persons
were rescued from the river
Meghna in a critical condition
an were admitted to
Daulatkhan thana health
complexes.

According to the sources, ML
Farrok launch ran aground in
a char while coming to
Daulatkhan from ati. The
passengers of the launch hired
mechanised boat from there to
come to Daulatkhan. But on the
way the boat capsized at the
confluence of Daulatkhan and

Ramgati in the Meghna.

Shahjahan
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Press Secretary protesting the
statement made against him by
a BNP lawmaker Alamgir
Kabir.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid who was presiding over
the sitting said he had still no
idea about any letter of Prof
Shahjahan. 'Let me see the let-
ter first, then I will consider
the issue,' the Deputy Speaker

said.
12 held

From Page 1

session.

The arrested were identified
as Monjur Morshed. Harun-ur
Rashid, Rokonuzzaman, Sha-
hadat Hossain, Salahuddin
alias Chanchal, Moinul Hos-
sain, Monjur Hossain, Mor-
salin, Rashed alias Sumon,
Firoz, Jahangir Alam and
Saidul Islam. :

A gémg of about eight armed
men had entered the single-
stm'cly house of the doctor where
family function was going on.
One of the miscreants snatched
away a necklace from his sister
while the others held the family
members and guests in a room,
family sources said.

At the that time the doctor
returned home and some pmcfslc
started shouting 'dacoits ... da-
coits'. The gang then got out of
the house and tried to escape. As
Dr Rahman tried to catch one of
them, the gang members opened
fire leaving him fatally hgurﬁd,
He died on way to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), hospital and police
sources said.

A case was lodged with
Dhanmondi thana in this con-
nection.

Meanwhile, the body of the
doctor was handed over his
family after autopsy at DMCH,
police said.
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Prerana

artiste

performing a
Kathak dance yesterday at
the Dance Festival being
held at the National Mu-

Indian
Shrimali

seum auditorium in the
city. — Star photo

Shuja Khandaker
dead

By Staff Correspondent

Shuja Khandaker, a noted
television personality, died of
cardiac arrest yesterday morn-
ing in the city. He was 56.

The namaz-e-janaza of the
deceased was held at Moghbazar
and Rampura television sta-
tion. He was later buried at the
Azimpur graveyard.

The deceased is survived by
his wife three sons and one
daughter.

e Betar-Television Artiste
Sangsad in a statement con-
doled the death of Shuja Khan-
daker and prayed for the eternal
peace of the departed soul,

Wahidul Hugq, a leading cul-
tural activist, also condoled the
death of Khandaker in a state-
ment.

2 shot in city

Two people were injured as
unknown gunmen opened fire
on them at East Rampura in the
city yesterday, police said, re-
ports UNB.

The injured were identilied
as Rubel, 20, and Abdul Matin,
35. a scooter driver. Both of
them were struck by bullets in
their legs. Matin was admitted
to Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital while Rubel to Pongu Hos-
pital.

Repatriation
From Page 1

Meanwhile, Chittagong city |

Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury, who returned
home from Tripura Saturday

night told BSS this morning
that the tribal refugees are eager
to return to their homes and the
repatriation process is likely to
resume this month. :
He said most of the refugees
expressed their willingness to
return to their homeland.

Shishu Hospital

No probe report
yet on alleged

irregularities
By Staff Correspondent

A committee formed during
the tenure of the Caretaker Go-
vernment to probe alleged
irregularities at the Dhaka
Shishu Hospital involving its
management board as
‘'mysteriously remained silent’
over the months, sources at the
hospital said.

The three-member commit-
tee comprising Director of
Health, a Joint Secretary of the
Health and Family Planning
Ministry and a member secre-
tary on June 4 last year follow-
ing widespread allegations of
irregularities at the hospital. It
was sup to submit its re-
port in three months.

"The matters which the
committee was supposed to look
into, included irregularities re-
garding employment, finance,
income and expenses and pro-
motion of the sonnel,” said a
top official of the 305-bed hos-
pital, requesting anonymity.

The then Dhaka Shishu
Hospital Management Board
consisting of 'top people of the
BNP government' went for giv-
ing ' anent status’ to 30 per-
sonnel working on contract.
"This decision was a serious
blow to the basic J:)rinciple of
the institution and it violated
the recruitment policy of the
hospital. This was a typical ex-
ample of politicisation,” the of-
ficial claimed. In the process,
the jobs of 24 in the medicine,
six in surgery and three in
anaesthesia departments were
made anent. He lained
that the Shishu Hospital, since
its inception, had been running
as a training institute where
doctors and other specialists
were taken in on contract basis.

[t was also claimed that sev-
eral 'expensive project’ concerii-
ing electrification and wiring,
sewerage and roads in the hos-
pital premises were abandoned
‘half finished' while the whole
amount for the projects 'disap-
peared.’

Illegal beer
factory found

JAMALPUR. Mar 2: An ille-
gal beer and rectified spirit

manufacturing factory was un-
edarthed dt Baltia in the town
today, reports UND. ‘

Acting on a tip-off, police
raided the house of one home-
opath doctor, Kamal, and re-
covered machineries and a huge

quantity of rectified spirit
worth about Tk five lakh from
the factory.

Muhammad Wahab, 40, son
of the owner of Akand Homeo
Hall, was arrested in this con-
nection.

BNP: Defaulters

From Page 1

members of her entourage”.

He demanded white paper on
bank defaulters and ban on
their doing politics.

Referring to the Awami
League rule, the BNP member
said: "This p has expertise
in making cocktails and vio-
lcnc:.c. not governing the coun-

Kabir criticised Sheikh
Hasina's policy about the issues
of Farak.Eg* cghantibahini and
transit and said the govern-
ment's love for India had been

exposed

"When our Prime Minister
speaks, it seems that she is

speaking like an Indian Prime
Lﬂel'lister ... Love (for India) is

deeper to them than to the coun-
t_r}"_ i

Sugarcane growers,

mills workers
gherao DC

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 2:
WBrkcrs—Emplg}reea Sangram
Parishad of Kalichapra Sugar
Mills and Sugarcane Growers
Sangram Parishad today
brought out a joint procession
in the town protesting the gov-
cmmt move to Sﬁ!—lﬂaunnﬂug
the s, reports .

They also gheraoced the DC
office and submitted a memo-
randum containing their four
point demands, including im-
mediate reo of the mills.

Later, they held a meeting at
the DC office premises. It was

addressed by convenor of Sug-
arcane Growers Sangram
Parishad advocate Mohammad
Ali and others.

The Mills were closed on
June 19, 1994 due to staggering
loss leaving some 20,000 sugar-
cane growers and labourers un-

empiloyed.

Nor’ westers may
hit 3 divns
this month

Some moderate nor'westers
are likely to sweep over Ra-
jshahi, Dhaka and Sylhet divi-
sions this month, according to
a long-range Met Office forecast
yesterday, reports UNB.

The forecas! also predicted
2-4 light or moderate nor'west-
ers elsewhere across the coun-
try during the month.

Sylhet is likely to experience
highest 70-80 mm rain during
the current month. Dhaka,
Chittagong and Barisal may
have 40-50 mm rain each,
Khulna 30-40 mm and Rajshahi
25-35 mm.

Dhaka, Manila

From Page |
tween the two countries now is
"at a very insignificant level”
although B adesh enjoys a
favourable trade surplus by ex-
porting jute goods and some
traditional items.

Diplomatic sources indi-
cated that discussions would he
held on reactivating and mate-
rialising a number of agree-
ments and protocols si on
previous occasions between the
two countries. These include re-
vival of the Bangladesh-Philip-
pines Joint Economic Com-

mission and 1 a date for its
next meeting. Talks will also
focus on materialising a proto-

col for establishing direct air

links between Dhaka and
Manila and two previously
signed agreements on educa-
tional programmes and ex-
change of cultural delegations
on a ar basis.

Fidel Ramos will address a
gathering of local business and
mdus‘t:g leaders organised b
the Federation of Banglades
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI) at a city hotel.

Ramos and the Minister for
Trade and Industry along with
the visiting businessmen would
discuss with Bangladeshi en-
trepreneurs the possibility of
setting up joint venture indus-
tries in the two countries.

President Shahabuddin will
host a state banquet in honour
of thcg‘t:gient Ramos at the
Banga :

During his stay, Ramos will
meet the Filipino community
livin and working in
Ba.:fédcsh at a reception at a
local hotel.

He will visit the National
Memorial at Savar to pay re-
spects to the Bangladesh Libera-
tion War heroes.

President Ramos will leave
Dhaka for Islamabad on March
7 at 11:30 am.
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