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Torch rally to
march thru’
country

Mar 7-26

A ceremonial torch rally
will march through the country
from March 7 to 26 as part of
the silver jubilee celebration of
independence, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
rally at Suhrawardy Udyan at 3
pm on March 7, the historic day
~when independence was de-

clared by father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in 1971.

The torch rally will touch at
Tungipara. the birthplace of
Bangabandhu, on March 17. -

e torch will first go to
Chittagong and then touch at
different places in 28 districts.

Two freedom fighters will
_carry the torch while two others
| :he national flag in the 20-day-

lonfnmn:h.
t will be back at
Suhrawardy Udyan on March

26, the Day.
The decision was taken in a
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Consensus on all i1ssues : Hasnat

Repatriation of tribal

refugees begins soon

AGARTALA. Mar 2: A Chief
Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad and
Chairman of National Commit-
tee on Chittagong Hill Tracts
Affairs Abul Hasnat Abdullah
said the repatriation of the
tribal people who had taken
shelter in the Indian State of
Tripura would begin soon, re-
ports BSS.

Abdullah held a meeting
with the leaders of the triba
refugees at the Circuit House
here on Saturday.

After the three-hour-long
meeting, the Chief Whip ob-
served that both the sides
reached consensus on all the
matters that came up for dis-

cussions. He said he had pro-

osed to the committee to en-

ance certain facilities in addi-
tion to the 20-point package
programme of the government
in the light of demand, submit-
ted by Chief of the Hill Refugee
Welfare Samity Upendra 1
Chakma.

Abdullah said the national
committee will consider the
proposals subject to discussions
with the government.

Official sources said the
refugees had responded posi-
tively to return to their home-
land when they would be given
assurance of security. The In-
dian government had also as-

sured to extend all possible as-
sistance and cooperation for
the repatriation of refugees, the
sources added.

The Ban?ladesh delegation
at the end of their four-day visit
to Tripura today visited
Kathalchari refugee camp.

The delegation included
Mayor of Chittagong ABM Mo-
hiuddin Chowdhury, Kalpa
Ranjan Chakma, MP, Dipankar
Talukder, MP, Bir Bahadur,
MP. Advocate Fazle Rabbi, MP,
Awami League leader Ataur
Rahman Khan Kaiser and Sec-
retary, Special Affairs Divi-
sion, Kazi Golam Rahman.

See Page 12 Col 6

PCJSS for next
round of talks
on Mar 12

Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) has
agreed to hold the next round of
peace talks with the govern-
ment in Dhaka on March 12,
reports UNB.

The PCJSS sent a letter to
the liaison committee on
February 26, saying that they
had no objection to joining the
next meeting with the govern-
ment in Dhaka. Copies of the
letter were circulated to the
press yesterday.

The last peace talks between
the government and the PCJSS
concluded in Dhaka on January

27,
The PCJSS in its letter to the

liaison committee asked for
necessary steps to take its dele-
gation straight to capital
Dhaka by helicopter irom
Dudukchhari, a frontier village
of Khagrachhari district, at 11
am on March 12.
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bus skids off road

MANIKGANJ, Mar 2: At least
10 people were killed and 50
injured, 20 critically, when a
bus skidded off the Dhaka-
Aricha highway at Mulgan near
the town today, reports UNB

The death toll could rise as
rescuers looking for victims
said three more dead were seen
under the damaged bus that
plunged into a 30-feet dry ditch
at Bhatbaur in the district at
about 3 in the afternoon.

Fire Brigade team was trying
to recover the bodies and look if
there were any more people
trapped under the coach, com-
ing from Kurigram-Rangpur
area.

Police and witnesses said
eight people died on the spot

in Manikgan;j

while two on way 1o hospital.

|dentity of the victims could
be known immediately.

Rescuers said they recovered
nine bodies from inside the bus.
The wounded persons, 20 of
them in critical condition, were
taken to the Manikganj General
Hospital.

The bus, bound for Dhaka.,
could not be salvaged till 5 pm.
The driver could not be traced.

Injured passengers said the
bus was overloaded. [t was also
carrying passengers on rooftop
and 'moving abnormally’ after
leaving Aricha ghat.

Police Super of Manikganj
NK Chanda and other district
officials visited the spot.
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10 killed, 50 hurt as

12 arrested for
killing PG
hospital

doctor
By Statt Correspondent

Twelve people were arrested
yesierday in connection with
the killing of Dr Hafizur Rah-
man of PG Hospital in {ront ol
his residence at Santanagar i
Zigatola area under Dhan-
mondi thana in the city Satur-
day night.

Dr Rahman was killed as he
tried to get hold of one of the
members of a gang of dacoits
who entered his house at aboul
9:30 pm, police said.

Police arrested 12 people
aged between 15 and 25 in this
connection from different
places in Zigatola and some
other areas and also recovered
two Loy pistols from their pos-

See Page 12 Col 5

Shima’s death: JS
body begins
probe in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 2: The
arliamentary committee,

Firing incident in Savar

32 including thirteen
Ansars arrested

Heavy snowfall in Iran’s tremor-hit area

meeting at PM's office with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair.

BNP agitation
begins today

SHIRAN. lran, Mar 2: Tem-

The month-long country-
wide agitation programme of

3000 killed, say rescue workers

peratures plunged and a blanket
of snow covered northwestern

By Staff Correspondent

ormed to probe the death of
overnment worker Shima

Iran today. hampering rescue . . ; : howdhury in 'safe custody’ in
main opposition BNP against leams tryjirng to E—jﬂachgwllages CID police arrested 32 people  investigating the cases filed Chittagnnrgjml. arrived Ciﬁ?the
the eight-month-old Awami devastated by a massive earth- | including 13 Ansars in connec- ~ Wwith Savar thana following the

League government begins to-

day, UNB.
Party Chairperson and
Leader of the Opposition in

aaaaa

quake, reports AP.
The earthquake that struck
Friday has claimed at least

tion with the killing of four
persons at Sadhapur village in
Savar Friday morning, Savar

killings.
The identities of the 19 other
arrested people could not be

port city today and started its
work, otficial sources said.

The committee headed by
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad

n | ' police said last night. known immediately. Savar po- | Azad today visited Chittagon
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia i‘iﬁgr;if :};,_ r;agu:fﬂe:;;il ?é:ill CID sources, however. could lice said that all the arrested | jaj) and ed to officials t erﬁ
announced the programme at | | =~ 7 SIESEEESEESRe L n aE e e o S T not be contacted for confirma-

Feni on February 26.

As part of today's agitation
at district headquarters, Dhaka
city BNP will hold a meeting in
front of the Jatiya Press Club at
3 pm. It will be followed by a
procession.

Meanwhile, Dhaka city BNP,
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Jubo Dal yesterday held sepa-
rate meetings to discuss the
preparatory measures of agita-
tion programme.

e main opposition an-
nounced the agitation pro-
ammes to realise its various
emands and protest the 'un-
democratic and anti- ., Ac-
tivities of the present govern-

asey Ry
o

......

released by the government
stood at 554, but was expected to
rise. The government said at
least 2,000 were injured. .

The Farsi-language Kayhan
daily on Saturday quoted an of-
ficial in the hard-hit Ardabil
province as saying that 110
villages were affected.

The narrow roads leading to
the villages were covered with
sheets of ice today making ac-
cess difficult. Most villages had
received some help, but sur-
vivors said they needed tents
and fuel to cope with tempera-
tures that fell Sunday to minus
7 degrees Celsius (19 degrees
Fahrenheit).

tion of this.
A CID team led by an ASP is

Dy Speaker says

Home Minister
should make
statement on

Savar incident

By Staff Correspondent

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid said in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday the Home

were in the custody of the CID in
Dhaka.

Ansars had opened fire al-
legedly during a clash with vil-
lagers at Sadhapur killing four
persons including a teenage girl
and injuring at least 25 peupﬁal.I

The 13 Ansars involved in
the incident were posted at the
camp set up early last month on
a 100 acre-plot land reportedly
belonging to Partex Real Estate
Ltd., a sister organisation of
Partex Group.

CID officials visited Sadha-
pur and were questioning vil-
lagers yesterday.

The platoon commander of
the Ansar camp at Sadhapur

about the death of Shima.

Earlier, in the morning, the
committee members went to
Raozan thana where Shima was
raped allegedly by four police-
Imern.

The committee members
talked to police personnel at the
thana and some local people,
the sources said.

Meanwhile, the one-member
énquiry commission compris-
ing retired High Court judge
Dalil Uddin Ahmed also came
here recently and carried out
investigation into the death of
Shima Chowdhury. 17.
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Samad Azad goes
- to Pakistan
today

By Staff Correspondent

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad leaves Dhaka
today on a two-day official visit
to Pakistan.

He is expected to carry a let-
ter from Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for the newly
elected Pakistani Prime Minis-

Women from

th

e northwestern Irania

e Er

n village of Kalkhouran, 20 kms from the city of

, ek 2z ¥,

Ardabil, comfort each other Saturday on the ruins of their house that was destroyed by a
earthquake measuring 5.5 on the Richter Scale.

pE—

— AFP/UNB photo

ave been the hardest hit. But
they have been unable to reach
the area to make an assess-
ment.
On this side of the moun-
tains, Shiran, a wealthy farm-

See Page 12 Col 1

The Deputy Speaker made
the observation after a BNP
lawmaker. Abu Yusuf Moham-
mad Khalilur Rahman, had
raised the issue on a point ol

order,
See Page 12 Col 1

dent.

Savar police said that the
situation in the village became
normal yesterday. Police was
guarding the trouble spot till
last night.

Fidel Ramos due M-ar 5
Dhaka, Manila to focus

on trade at talks

Bhasantek slum

| Mastans collecting

* toll from victims
seeking to rebuild

Steps taken to |

check pollution
in 4 cities,

minister tells JS

President urged to be neutral

Govt protecting bank
defaulters: BNP

protests remarks
by minister in JS

By Staff Correspondent

Former Vice Chancellor ol
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) Prof Mohammad
Shahjahan has sent a letter to
the Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad protesting the deroga-
tory remarks against hiin made
by a minister in the House, the
former VC told The Daily Star
last night.

. By Staff Correspondent Opposition lawmakers din, questioned how the notori- | ,,, " his letter sent on February
ver gau;'az S}I:iarif,t 5 Tal By M ﬁnwam_l Haq thell' hOmeS Forest and Environment | charged the government with ous ers could get release on ‘-é;-':i tﬁ;g?}‘;dn;gn 1512?":1]:31 ?EEEL‘[
ahadurhr;gwﬂl' hﬁ::ala tall]k: \?HTE; Expansion of trade and in- ride in a ceremonial motorcade By Staff Correspondent Minister Sayeda Sajeda | share-market scandal and pro- mercy from all.

his counterpart Gauhar ﬁuh
Khan on matters of bilateral in-
terest.

Diplomatic sources said
Samad's trip is mainly a good
will visit. He will felicitate the
new government and brief the
Pakistan leaders about
Bangladesh's new foreign policy
initiatives.

Meanwhile, a special meet-
ing of the OIC will be held in Is-
lamabad on March 23. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-
pected Lo attend the OIC meet-

ng,

— Inside Today
Article
People's Dwind-
ling Faith in Po-
liticians: Which
Other Commu-
nity Enjoys it
Better?
by A R Shamsul Islam

Micro-credit's dyna-
mics and limitations;
and Importance

Govt firm to eliminate
child labour by 2010:
Mannan

DSE price index drops
to new low in four

m—

vestment uci:»pununiti:ﬂ between
Dhaka and Manila will be the
main focus during the ensuing
three-day official visit of Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos of the Philip-
pines.

A number of agreements and
protocols on business links and
cultural cooperation signed
between the two countries pre-
viously, but now dormant, are
likely to be reactivated during
the visit.

The Philippines President
arrives in Dh on March 5 at
9 am at the head of a 120-mem-
ber delegation. His entourage
includes Foreign Minister
Domingo L Siazon, the Minister
for Trade and Industry, two
other ministers, leaders of
business and industry and me-
dia representatives.

A 35-member trade delega-
tion would be accompanying
the President Ramos.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed will receive Fidel
Ramos at the Zia International
Airport. A 19-gun salute will
herald his arrival. From the

airport, the two presidents will

to state guest house Jamuna
where the distinguished visitor
would be residing.

This would be the first top
level visit by a Filipino leader
after the independence of
Ban%c]adr:sh. Earlier, President
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Pres-
ident H M Ershad and Prime
Minister Ataur Rahman Khan
had visited the Philippines.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina would be paying a cour-
tesy call on President Ramos at
the Jamuna immediately after
the latter's arrival.

Official talks will take place
between the Bangladesh side led
by Sheikh Hasina and the Fil-
ipino side led by Fidel Ramos at
the Prime Minister's office on
March 5.

Increase of commercial in-
teraction between the two
countries by identifying new
areas and commodities for ex-
port and import would be the
main thrust of the official
talks.

Foreign Ministr
said

officials
the volume of trade be-
See Page 12 Col B

[llegal immigrants 1n Mal;:lysia

At least 90 people died in the
Malaysian detention camps for
illegal immigrants during the
last three years, said Sivarasa
Rasiah. a lawyer and human
rights activist of that country,

uoting official figures released
there.

Malaysia had set up nine de-
tention camps, Rasiah said,
adding that the death toll of
Bangladeshi immigrants was

Dr Malek political
adviser to PM

Dr S A Malek has been ap-

inted Political Adviser to

me Minister Sheikh Hasina,
reports UNB.

An official announcement
meltﬂd& that Dr Malek
enjoy status, salary,
allowances and other facilities
of a minister.

90 died in detention
camps In 3 years

By Mizan Ali

almost half of the total number,
officially confirmmed so far.

The actual situation in the
detention camps is yet to be
known" but according to infor-
mation received from sec-
ondary sources it was improv-
ing, Rasiah said.

Rasiah came to Dhaka re-
cently to see the family mem-
bers of some of the Bangla-
deshis who died in the deten-
tion camps in Malaysia. He also
met f members of some of
those who are learmt to have
been detained there.

Indonesia, Bangladesh, the
Philippines, India and Sri
Lanka provide the bulk of the
foreign r force required by
Malaysia.

The Hala{nian government
recently too stern acti

24 nst illegal wrkmm
coming from other countries.
See Page 12 Col 4

A group of musclemen are
charging a toll of up to Tk
10,000 from evicted families
seeking to rebuild their
dwellings at the Bhasantek
basti in the city which was de-
molished by the Ministry of
Housing and Public Works last
month, according to several
victims who approached this
newspaper last night.

Many people who had been
living in the same basti for up
to 10 years. returned to the spot
after the government assured
them that they would not be
asked to leave until they were
properly rehabilitated.

group of at least six mus-
clemen were now realising be-
tween Tk 7.000 to Tk 10,000
from the evicted families who
returned to rebuild their homes.

"They are not letting us build
our homes where we have lived
for 10 years. The grnug told us
that soon we would be given
land by the government so the
sum demmanded was justified.”
alleged 'a tenant' who lost all
her belongings in the heavy-

See Page 12 Col 3

JUTA polls

tomorrow
~ By JU Correspondent

Elections to the executive
committee of the Jahangirna-
gar University Teachers Asso-
ciation (JUTA), for the year
1997 will be held tomorrow.

Voting will take place at the
JU Teachers' Club from 9 am to
1 pm. The elections will be con-
ducted by Prof Kazi Ali Azam as
the election commissioner. At
least 265 teachers of the univer-
litY will cast their votes in the
polls.

A total of 22 candidates from
two els of teachers are con-
testing for the 11 posts in the
JUTA executive committee. The
teachers’ nug npgou! the
panel backed the VC has
nominated Dr Sharif Enamul
Kabir (president), Dr Zahedud-
din Mahmud Khan (vice presi-
dent). Dr Amir Hossain (secre-
tary). Khaled Hossain (joint
secretary) and Sazed Ashral
Karim (Treasurer). Nominees
for executive committee mem-
bers are Prof Enamul Haq
Khan, Dr Nasir Uddin,
Abdullah Al Mamun, Anirud-
dha Kahali, Minhaz Uddin

See Page 12 Col 4

|

Chowdhury told the Jatiya
Sangsad Esterda}r various
steps have been taken to check
the air and sound pollution in
the four metropolitan cities,
including Dhaka.

The minister was replying to
a call attention notice on the
air pollution in the city moved
by Tasmima Hussain of the
Jatiya Party. Sajeda Chowd-
hury also replied to a number
of questions relating to envi-
ronment.

She said. letters have been
sent to the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrates of Dhaka, Khulna,
Chittagong and Rajshahi ask-
ing them to set up mobile courts
with the aim of checking vehi-
cles emitting black smoke. A
letter was also sent to the DC
(Traffic) of DMP asking him to
gearup their drive against
faulty vehicles.

T!Zr: minister however ad-
mitted that due to insufficient
number of police and magis-
trates, it was not possible to op-
erale mobile courts as [re-
quentlg‘:a possible. But steps

Page 12 Col 4

tecting bank defaulters as the
House resumed debate on the
President's address to Parlia-
ment, reports UNB.

Ruling party members, how-
ever, praised Sheikh Hasina's
eight-month administration
for initiatives to revamp the
economy and attract forei
investment and for signing the

historic water treaty with In-
dia.

Jahanara Khan, Meher
Afroz, AK Fazlul Hugq, Dr

Mokhlesur Rahman, Moham-
mad Abdus Sattar, Tabibur
Rahman Sardar and Pan-
chanan Biswas of the Awami
League, Shah Mohammad Abul
Hossain., Abdul Khaleque,
Alamgir Kabir, Prof Rezaul
Karim and GM Fazlul Huq of
the BNP, Golam Hossain and
Joynal Abedin of Jatiya Party
took part in the general discus-
sion,

Meher Afroz, (AL) lauded the
government for neutral appli-
cation of law ensuring justice
and consolidating democracy.

Afroz, daughter of slain

| Awami League leader Moyezud-

She urged the government to
take steps to commemorate the
martyrs of democracy. She also
demanded public trial and capi-
tal punishment of women and
child traffickers.

Shah Mohammad Abul Hos-
sain deplored that President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
who earned fame for his strict
neutrality in 1991 as caretaker
president lost that repute in
1996 after becoming President
on Awami League ticket.

"Justice Ahmed is the Presi-
dent of this country, not of a
political party.” he said and re-
quested the President to play
his neutral role in the future.

Alamgir Kabir alleged that
some pro-government busi-
nessmen and so-called foreign
investors looted and siphoned
off thousands of crores of taka
from the country's stockmar-
ket. "But the President failed to
mention it in his speech.”

Kabir was bitter about black
money-holders and said: "Bit
loan defaulters are travelling
with the Prime Minister as

See Page 12 col 7

Crippled beggars hn;lding a rally ii’l front of the Jatiya Press

government steps for their rehabilitation.

e
S

Club yesterday demanding
— Star phaoto

corruption against him in any
court. He also requested the
Speaker to read out the letter in
the House.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed had
told the House on February 22
that the name of Prof Shahja-
han had been dropped from the
list of the Ekushe Padak recipi
ents because of specific charges
of corruption against him.

Meanwhile. M K Anwar of
the BNP yesterday demanded in
the Jatiya Sangsad that the
clarification sent by Prof Shah
jahan be read out in the House.
In this regard, he said Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
had read out in the House a let-
ter of the Prime Ministers

See Page 12 Col 5

Mizan Chy
hospitalised

Elderly political leader and
former prime minister Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury has been
admitted to the BIRDEM Hospi-
tal in serious condition, family
sources told BSS last night.

Chowdhury, senior vice-
chairman of the Jatiya Party
who has been ailing since
February 25, and was admitted
to BIRDEM Hospital on Febru-
ary 28 with pneumonia and
high fever.

The septuagenarian JP
leader is under the treatment of
Dr A R Khan while Prof Jafar
Latif. Prof Abdur Rashid and
Profl Quashem are attending
him, the sources said.

Vietnamese PM

arrives Mar 9
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister of Vietnam
Vo Van Kiet arrives in the capi-
tal on March 9 on a two-day of-
ficial visit to Bangladesh at the
invitation of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

The Prime Minister will re-
ceive her Vietnamese counter-

art at the Zia International
rport.

e Vietnamese Prime Min-
ister will hold official talks
with his Bangladesh counter-
part on March 10.

Vo Van Kiet will address the
S e bt FRCC! o
tion on
Hmom will leave Dhaka

on the same afternoon.



