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A grief-stricken relative of one of the four persons killed in firing by Ansars at Sadhapur

village in Savar.

— Star photo

13 Ansars taken to thana
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clash with villagers at Sadha-
pur. six km off Savar thana,
Friday morning. The Ansars
were deploved in the village atl
| 00-acre plot reportedly owned
by Partex Real Eslate Ltd, a sis-
ter organisation of Partex
Ciroup.

The girl, killed in the vio-
lence, came from Singair in
Manik%an_j to a relative's house
in Sadhapur. She got married a
couple of months ago and her
husband was abroad, said some
women in the village.

Some local people who
claimed to have witnessed Fri-
day's incident, said that the
Ansar personnel at the camp
opened fire as the villagers
gathered near the camp to
protest the 'activities' of an An-
war who made indecent com-
ments to a young girl. The girl
was collecting dry leaves from
under a tree near the camp.

The villagers became more
agitated and wanted to vent
their anger against the Ansars
and the guards posted there by
the Partex Real Estate Ltd as
they were being resisted from
going to the plot of land for last
couple of weeks, according to
some villagers residing near the
camp.

The Ansar Adjutant of
Dhaka district Nurul Karim,
however. told the correspon-
dent, that according to their
primary investigation. a sec-
tion of villagers started gather-
ing near the camp from 10 in
the morning on Friday as there
was a rumour that people from
Partex Group would come to the
village on that day and evict the
villagers residing on the plot.
Later, they started chasing
Ansars at three small outposts
around the camp. More than
100 people then attacked the
camp. hit the Ansars with
sticks and sharp instruments
and ransacked their rooms.

At one stage, the mob tried to
snatch firearms .from the

Ansars. The Ansars then
chased the mob and opened fire
to save themselves and the
arms and ammunition, added
the Ansar official.

Besides. some oflicials of
different law entorcing agencies
and others concerned did not
rule out involvement of a vested
guarter in creating different
problems as regards the land
owned by Partex Real Estate,

"Partex grabbed our land
which we inherited from our fa-
thers, grandfathers.” said Zai-
nal Abedin, 65, a villager.

"For years, we are growing
vegetables and residing there.”

said a yvoung man of the village.

Two-year-old Alamgir. only
child of Mojibor Rahman Mol-
lah, one ﬂfl the four persons
killed. could not understand
what was going on around as
his mother, Jahanara, could
not stop crying since Friday
night.

More than 100 people and
families who were the real own-
ers of the land claimed by the
Partex Group, said Md Sham-
suddin, chairman of Bongaon
Union Parishad. Sadhapur vil-
lage is under this union.

Shamsuddin added that he
had heard about a trouble be-
tween villagers and the Partex
Group since January. A couple
of days before the Eid-ul-Fitr,
in the first week of February,
the Ansar camp was set up at
the initiative of Partex Group
and the villagers were asked not
to use the land.

He also said that they held a
meeting with the local MP to
solve the problem while a case
was also lodged in this regard.

Meanwhile, chairman of
Partex Group M A Hashem said
that they had purchased the
land in Sadhapur completing
all formalities and were plan-
ning to set up there a composite
textile mills for which the
would have to spend about T{.
246 crore.

“If there was any problem
about the land, we could not
have set up Ansar camp there,”
said Hashem over telephone.
The Ansar authorities after ver-
ifving the relevant documents
approved deployment ol Ansars
there "for the security of our
land,” he said.

Iranian quake
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water buffalo and sheep could
be seen buried under the rubble.
A donkey brayed from a col-
lapsed stable, but villagers said
they could do nothing without
bulldozers.

"We have lost everything.
Only 20 people have survived
out of a population of 85," said
Ali Hatami. who lives in the
capital Tehran and drove all
night to see his family.

The villagers, most of them
farmers, said they were inside
their houses when the earth-
quake struck.

"I couldn’t get my balance for
three minutes because the
ground was shaking so badly.”
said Parviz Moossazadeh. an
iron-morger in Sarain.

"l got out of the door justl be-
fore my house collapsed.”
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Meanwhile, police handed
over the bodies of the four vic-
tims to their families after au-
topsy at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital (DMCH] yesterday.

Golam Rabbani, platoon
commmander of the Ansar camp,
fliled a case with Savar thana
while Motiur Rahman, brother
of one Mojibor Mollah, lodged
another case with the same
thana in connection with Fri-
day's incident, f:-ulice said. None
was arrested till last night.

The CID is likely to investi-
gate the incident, official
sources said. Local MP, senior
police and Ansar officials vis-
ited the spot.

UNB adds: Hundreds of peo-
ple yesterday joined a namaz-e-
janaza for the victims of firing.

They also brought out a pro-
cession after the janaza protest-
ing the Killing and demanding

unishment for those responsi-
le.

The janaza was attended by
local MP Dr Salahuddin, poura
chairman Ashrafuddin Khan

Imu, Dhaka district Awami
League president Shamsuddoha
Khan Majlis, TNO A N S Azad
Chowdhury, police officials and
local people.

The processionists submit-
ted a memorandum to the TNO
of Savar demanding punish-
ment of those involved in the
killing.

PM’s directive
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to mieet the demand ot North
Bengal.

In this regard. she said on
compietion of the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge, rapid in-
dustrialisation process would
be started in the northern half
of the country.

Export Processing Zone will
also be set up for rapid indus-
trialisation in the area.

Mentioning the liberalisa-
tion of trade and commerce, the
PM said this would also accel-
erate the industrialisation pro-
cess, bul, she noted, without en-
suring power none of the things
call happen.

"The local and foreign in-
vestors who are eager to invest
in the country will lose their in-
terest if they do not get power.,"
said the Prime Minister direct-
ing officials to generate power
to facilitate the investors and
the indusirialisation process.

Turning to the irrigation of
paddy crops in the rural areas,
she wanted to know what mea-
sures the ministry had taken to
ensure uninterrupted power and
diesel supply there.

The meeting was told that
the ministry had taken steps to
supply adequate diesel. Farm-
ers have been urged to operate
their pumps at night to get
undisturbed power supply.

Referring to the expansion of
the Rural Electrification Board
(REB]) network, the PM said
only the extension of line is not
enough, supply of power should
be ensured.

State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir,
Principal Secretary to the PM,
Cabinet Secretary, Energy Sec-
retary and other officials were
present in the meeting.

World Bank
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that all information available

from official and business
sources, such as importers’ and
VAT registration list and land
records, could be exploited to
identify new tax payers, it
added.

The existing supplementary
duty rates should be examined
with a view to ensuring that the
costs of negative externalities
are passed on to the users.
Higher supplementary duties
for some items would be justi-
fied also as a way of recovering
user fees as in the case of vehi-
cles and petroleum products,
the WB s :

The existing income tax and
VAT exemptions and loopholes,
including tax holidays, should
be reexamined and curtailed or
withdrawn, while further re-
ductions in income tax rates
could be considered, the WB re-
port said.

;@he Baily Star

Separation of judiciary
JS decision on bill soon: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said Parlia-
ment would soon take decision
about the bill seeking separa-
tion of the I|udit:ia lo ensure
the rule of law in the country,
reports UNB.

"Judiciary system of a coun-
try speaks of its progress and
civilisation. The rule of law is
an imperative to run a modern
welfare state," she said while
inaugurating the Judicial Ad-
ministration Training Institute
and Judicial Administration
Training Course for Assistant
J :

She said her government is
keen to make the country's ju-
dicial system dynamic and up-
todate as it is determined to
separate the judiciary from the
executive.

The Prime Minister told the
function at the old High Court
building that a Task Force had
been constituted to implement a
project aimed at modernising
the judicial systern and amend-
ing the old laws in line with the
policy of free market economy.

Sg;r hoped that a radical
change in the judicial system

Hasina asks partymen

Make national
council a
success

Prime Minister and Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina
yesterday asked the party lead-
ers and workers to make its
two-day triennial national
council from March 28 a suc-
cess, reports UNB.

She was presiding over a
joint meeting of ministers, AL
Presidium members, advisors,
secretaries and Working Com-
mittee members at Ganobhaban
in the evening, said a press re-
lease.

The meeting discussed the
accountability of the govern-
ment to the party and the people
in running the state affairs and
decided to strengthen the ac-
countability process for consol-
idating the hard earned democ-
racy.

It urged the people and party
leaders and workers to observe
historic 7th March, Banga-
bandhu's 78th birthday on
March 17 and independence day
on March 26 in a befitting
manner.

AL-BNP leaders
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had backed out later.

Without rejecting the BNP
claim that the ruling party had
agreed to a proportionate repre-
sentation in the commitiees,
the AL leaders informed Khan-
daker Delwar yesterday that
they were rather interested to
sort out with the BNP a set of

uestipns. These included how
the BNP was to effectively coop-
erate with the ruling party to
smoothly run the parliament
and its standing committees,
meeting sources said.

In case of a failure to ensure
‘a package deal' with the BNP,
the AL would prefer to go by the
precedence set up in the fifth
Parliament in which the BNP
was in the Treasury Bench, the
AL leaders hinted. In the firth
Parliament, representation in
the parliamentary committees
were not distributed in propor-

tion to the parliamentary
strengths of the parties and
groups.

The leaders. however, had
agreed to meet again after they
have discussions with their re-
spective party chiefs, meeting
sources told The Daily Star.

Tribal leaders
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meeting with the Bangladesh
delegation, led by the Chief
Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad
Abul Hasanul Abdullah, in
Agartala, the capital of Tripura.

The seven-point demand put
forward by the refugee leaders
to the Bangladesh team include
an end to the 'uneasy' situation
in CHT and security for the
refugees on their return.

The Bangladesh delegation
also visited the largest refugee
camp at Takumbari in southern
Tripura near the Bangladesh
border, where at least 10,000
mainly Chakma refugees have
been living since 1986.

would take place in the coun-
try's judicial system with the
implementation of the project
by the Task Force within a year.

To bring about a thorough
reform in the laws and judicial
system of the country, a law re-
formm commission has also been
formed .

Terming judiciary one of the
major organs to establish the
rule of law in all spheres of so-
cial life, Hasina said it is not
for a handful of people, it is for
every citizen of the country.

"We have total faith in the
freedom of judiciary. In light of
the Constitution, our govern-
ment is determined to ensure
the separation of the judiciary
from the executive organs of the
state.”

Referring to the Judicial
Training Institute, which she
termed as the specialised one
and unique of its kind in the
country, Hasina said it had
been brought under the purview
of the Task Force to increase
the facilities and efficiency of
the judges besides imparting
training to the lawyers and the

judges.
‘JMB to ensure

equal development
in eastern &

western regions’

From Govinda Shil

BOGRA, Mar 1: Local Gov-
ernment; Rural Development
and Cooperatives Minister Zil-
lur Rahman said here today the
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
would become an 'international
bridge soon after its comple-
tion in the middle of next year.

‘It will be a gateway to Asia
and Europe,” Rahman said al
the Rural Development
Academy. He was inaugurating
a three-day regional workshop
on the Northwest Area Devel-
opment Study,” jointly organ-
ised by the Ministry of Plan-
ning and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank.

The inaugural session was
attended by the resident repre-
sentative of the Asian Devel-

- opment Bank, Phansephol Ho-

rayangura, the Secretary of the
Planning Division Shah Md
Farid, the Divisional Commis-
sioner, the Deputy commis-
sioner of Rajshahi Division
and the project director of the
Northwest Area Development
Study (NWADS).

Zillur Rahman said. it was
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman who had felt the need
for a bridge over the Jamuna
river for developing the north-
ern districts by connecting the
region with the rest of the
country through easy and
speedy communication.

He hoped the Jamuna Bridge
would accelerate the economic
prowtH of the repion dnd eristire
equal development in the east-
ern and the western regions of
the country.

The ADB representative
said, 25 project proposals would
be sent to the donor countries
and agencies for financing after
the end of the workshop.

- The Planning Secretary
said, the projects would be in-
cluded in the next 'Five-Year-
Plan’' for implementation.

Baluchistan
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possibly reaching 150. as they
dug through the rubble and
found more bodies.

The earthquake struck as
people were sleeping and most
of the dead were buried when
their flimsy homes made of
sunbaked mud cnu?sed.

Another report from Beijing
says: A powerful earthquake
jolted a far western Chinese
county today, killing two people
and injuring at least three oth-
ers, the latest aftershock since
two deadly quakes hit the area
six weeks ago. state seismolo-
gists said.

The mggnitudbﬁ quake
struck at 2:04 pm (0604 GMT) in
Jiashi County in the Xinjiang
region, about 1,250 kilometers
west of Beijing, the State Seis-
mn!cé%y Bureau in Beijing re-
ported.

It could be felt 50 kilometers
west in Kashgar, an oasis on the
Silk Road that once linked
China to the Mediterranean, it
said.
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BNP demonstrates
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'If you are nol getting neces-
sary rooperation and support
from the Awami League gov-
ernment, then come to the
street and join us.” he asked the
mayor.

Bhuiyvan condemned the
government action in evicting
slum dwellers and street hawk-
ers without arranging their re-
habilitation.

City BNP convenor Sadﬂg
Hossain Khoka, who preside
over the rally, demanded resig-
nation of the mayor. He alleged
that the mayor has become a
rich man through corruption.

The rally was lollowed by a
procession. The processionists
carried large models of
mosquitoes and chanted slo-
gans demanding mayor's resig-
nation.

Police intercepted the pro-
cession at Gulistan T&T cross-
ing when it was advancing to-
wards Nagar Bhaban, head-
quarters ol Dhaka City Corpo-
ration. The processionists held

., another protest rally there.

Quddus elected

BGMEA
president

By Staff Correspondent

Mostafa Golam Quddus, a
leading garments manufac-
turer, has been elected t
of the Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA).

The other office bearers, de-
clared by Rashed Magsud Khan,
chairman of the BGMEA elec-
tion board are Mahbub Ali, 1st
vice-president, Nurul Haque
Shikdar, 2nd vice-president.
Abul Kashem Haidar, Vice-
President and KM Zaman
(Romel) treasurer.

The election was held at the
BGMEA office yesterday.

According to the trade or-
ganisation Ordinance 94, the
elections was held in 9 vacated
seats of the 27 member BGMEA
executive committee on Febru-
ary 25 where the BGMEA Sam-
millito Parishad led by Mostafa
Golam Quddus owner of Dragon
Sweater, secured 7 seats and the
BGMEA Forum, led by Anisur
Rahman Sinha, bagged the re-
maining 2 seats.

The BGMEA election process
was t:ﬂmg‘leted with the election
of new office bearers yesterday.

said a press release of the BG-

MEA.

After the election, the outgo-
ing president of the BGMEA.
Anisur Rahman Sinha. con-
gratulated the new members of
the executive committee.

He hoped the new committee
would be able to solve the prob-
lems being faced by the gar-

v IMents exporters.

A BNP city unit procession protesting the City Corporation's failure to eradicate mosquitoes

— Star photo

JP move to
reorganise

party
By Staff Correspondent

The former chairmen of now
defunct upazilas belonging to
the Jatiya Party and the JP
nominees in the last general
election at a meeting in the city
yesterday decided to create a
cell against each portfolio of
the central leadership for
strengthening the party, ac-
cording to the meeting sources.

The meeting was held in the
premises of the Asiatic Printers
at Tejgaon. :

Announcing the steps to re-
organise the party, the chair-
man of the party, H M Ershad
said each of the central member
would be made convener of the
cell. The cell will link the party
through various tiers ol leader-
ship at the grassroots level.

Kibria
From Page 1
country.

The Finance Minister said
the present government was de-
termined to increase _
growth by eradicating poverty
and thus industrialists and en-
trepreneurs would act as auxil-
iary forces in this regard.

Kibria said, only twelve per
cent loan defaulters are in pri-
vate sector. The present gov-
ernment will take all necessary
steps for the rehabilitation of
the gick industries of the coun-
try, he said adding they (sick
industrialists ) are no longer
loan defaulters.

PSC report "96
submitted to

President

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed said special
attention should be given to the

roficiency of candidates in

th Bengali and English lan-
guafes during recruitment in
public service, reports UNB.

He made the suggestion when
Chairman-in-charge of the
Public Service Commission
Prof Jerina Zaman submitted
the PSC report 1996 to the Pres-
ident at Bangabhaban yester-

day
Ayubur Rahman
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But he reportedly told his
ersonal staff that it was a
arewell call.

Sources close to him said he
was unhappy following the
cold-shoulder he got from his
onetime junior colle es, Now
at the helm of the Republic, over
issues on the appointments and
other matters relating to the
Commission. :

Although he had denied, re-
acting to a story leubhshcd in

The Daily Star on February 24,
that there had been any 'in-
fighting' in the Commission or
with others in the Establish-
ment Ministry, the sources said
he felt weary.

But the sources said he made
his decision final, even tellin
his chauffeur not to take petro
in his car from the gu:r;mme;it
transport 1. "I would pay lor
it", hﬂnlﬁia driver provided
by the Commission.

Bangabandhu murder case
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tan Shahriar Rashid Khan;
Taheruddin Thakur, former
minister of state for informa-
tion: Lt Col [Rtd) Mohiuddin
Ahmed, former Acting Director,
BNCC, Dhaka; Capt (Hon) Abdul
Wahab Joarder and Begum
“Zobaida Rashid, wife of Lt Col
(dismissed) A Rashid Khan-
daker. The six have been ar-
rested so far in connection with
the Bangabandhu murder case,
lodged with the Dhanmandi
thana.

The CMM, after hearing both
the prosecution and the defence
lawyers, observed that all for-
malities in connection with the
case were completed and that
the case was now ready for trial.

The accused were produced
before the court at around 1:45
pm amidst tight security. Police
in riot gear were seen posted
outside the court premises as
well as the court room. They
were also verifying the identi-
ties of people entering the court
room.

Hours before the accused

were brought to the dock, the

court room was packed with
ers from the prosecution as

la
well as the defence, relatives of
the accused and journalists.
People wearing black coats
marched around the court
premises before the accused
were brought. They chanted slo-
gans demanding immediate ex-
ecution of the accused. Similar
procession was brought out as
the accused were escorted out of

the court room after their 20-
minute stay there.

While being escorted out, the
only woman accused in the case
was seen being spitted at by a
person wearing black coat.

Advocate Mahbubur
man., Supreme Court lawyer
and a BNP MP and former min-
ister in the Ershad regime
n})ened the argument on behalf
of the defence, seeking to know
what business the court in-
tended to transact on the day.

The prosecution side was
represented by Serajul Huqg, a
senior lawyer of the Supreme
Moot Tl the lawyers argued
mainly in English.

While Mahbubur Rahman
started his arguments, some
people wearing black coats on
the prosecution side were heard
as saying "Our penFlt: must not
shout', apparently trying to
calm the noisy colleagues. But
their caution went unheeded
and the proceedings went on
amidst a noisy atmosphere.

The defence urged the CMM
to gu through the case records
and orders on the case carefully
before transferring it to the
Sessions Judge's Court.

Until and unless all legal re-
quirements are complied with
and exhausted, the case cannot
be treated as ready for trial. he
ar ;

Submitting before the court
that section 87 of the CrPC had
not been complied with and ex-
hausted, Rahman said most of
the absconders were in the for-

Rah-

eign service of Bangladesh,
posted in different countries,
and as such the process of the
court and proclamations
should have been served and
made at their place of residence,
and their last known addresses.
Otherwise, there might be legal
flaws in the case and also mis-
carriage of justice, adversely al-
fecting the prosecution, he
added.

Serajul Huq, special public
prosecutor appointed by the
government for this case, in his
submission observed that the
case could be transferred if all
the relevant procedures were
exhausted. Nothing would be
kept hidden from any one nor
anything would be done in the
dark.

The CMM said that police
had completed all the formali-
ties and that the case was ready
for trial.

UNB adds: Chief Metropoli-
tan Maygistrate A K Shamsul
Hugq, after hearing both the
sides, ordered at 2:05 pm that
the case records be sent to the
Sessions Court.

All relevant records as well
as petitions moved yesterday on
behalf of different accused per-
sons were sent to the trial court.

Col (Rtd) Syed Far Rah-
man and Lt Col (Rtd) Sultan
Shahrier Rash=ed Khan filed
petitions yesterday for retrac-
tion of their confessional
statements made after long po-
lice remand.

Visitors at trade sho‘-wr
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with brand names advertised
on top of the merchandise?”
asked a buyer at the stall.

At the stall of International
Development Enterprises, a
young man was demonstratin
a "Dhenki Kall," a manua
bamboo-made shallow tube-
well which, according to the
representatives of the NGO, was
devised in Rangpur by one
Narendra Debnath. "A lot of

ople are interested in it, we

ave even had foreigners show-
ing interest in the device," said
the sales persan. To set up a
Dhenki the cost ranged be-
tween Tk 600 and Tk 1.000.

At the Winter Garden sec-
tion, several big US companies
had their stalls set up. Caterpil-
lar, the famous US heavy
equipment manufacturer, was
represented by the Bangladeshi
representative GETCO. Mark
Manint, who flew in from his
Bangkok headquarters, ex-

ressed his satisfaction over

usiness in Bangladesh and
said that there was an excellent
turnout of the general public at
the show.

"The financial transaction
procedures are bit tight here
and the LC system is quite
lengthy." said Manint adding
that the LC system, non-exis-
tent in many developing coun-
tries in Asia, was causing
wastage of valuable time for
businesses. "I am sure the gov-
ernment has obvious reasons
for such LC system but it would

be better to think of something
more liberal."

Under the same roof, LEADS
Corporation Ltd, the local agent
of NCR, set up their stall with
Cash Dispensers and a range of
latest banking equipment. "We
can equip a bank with these
machines to run the day-to-da
business on fingertips and wi
accuracy,” said Mokbul Hos-
sain, the marketing manager of
the firm. He said that local
banks such as Prime, Janala
and Dhaka banks have shown
interest in the equipment.

The three-day show which
concluded yesterday evening
was jointly organised by Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce in
Bangladesh and the US Em-
bassy in Bangladesh. A total of
160 US companies were repre-
sented in 99 hs.

According to the organisers,
the crowd at the 6th annual US
Trade Show reflects the growi
interest about US products an
F,m-ds among the people. A Ga-
ur, Executive Director of Am-
cham, said that more than
20,000 people visited the show
beginning from February 27.

In terms of participatin
companies the show register
a 30 per cent growth over the
previous year. He said that this
year about 65 ex]i;atriate busi-
nessmen visited the fair. "They
have also expressed happiness
observing the tremendous rush
of the people at the exhibition’,
Gafur added referring to the
comments by the foreign visi-
tors.

_—

GRATITUDE

ON BEHALF OF HER FAMILY MEMBERS, SAJEDA
REAZ, WIFE OF LATE AL-HA] REAZUDDIN AHMED

(BHOLA MIAH), WISHES TO CONVEY HER
HEART-FELT/SINCERE THANKS TO ALL RELATIVES,
FRIENDS AND WELL-WISHERS, AT HOME AND
ABROAD, WHO HAVE COMMISERATED WITH HER

ON HER RECENT BEREAVEMENT.
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