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Fire-eaters — Why?

The dripping of blood at the Savar village Sada-
pur on the Muslim prayer-day — Friday — must be
the most avoidable of law and order tragedies ever
to have befallen us. One might just be tempted to
make a wise-crack: well, an incident in a public-
lawmen encounter may look avertable in the af-
ter-thought, but traced to the provocative circum-
stances proximate to a violent clash, it might not
appear to be so. From the published facts of the
Sadapur brawl we are so convinced about'the
avoidability of the incident that we debunk a de-
traction like that as taking the participants’ view
— meaning that of self-righteous mob and the
Ansars both.

Just take a re-look at the unrestrainable mob
snarling at the presence of a 15-member-strong
Ansar camp on a land they wanted to make use of
without having any ownership right, which on the
contrary belonged to a certain group of industries.
At the other extreme has been the reckless firing
by the Ansar personnel when being mobbed and
feeling threatened reflecting a thoroughly impul-
sive and irresponsible behaviour, especially when
this seems to have been resorted to with scant re-
gard for the standard practice of firing blank

shots to warn off approaching mobs.

Some very pertinent pointers need to be directed
to all concerned: why did not the local people ap-
proach the police at Sadapur with their problem?
And if they had done so, why did the police sit over
the matter when this had been brewing for over a
month since the setting up of the Ansar camp? Why
didn't the Ansar authorities take timely precau-
tionary measures to ward off trouble in tandem
with the police? Finally, why did the local police
fail to act anticipatority on their own?

These questions beg answers through a well-
made inquiry as we condole the deaths of the farm-
ers and sympathise with both the wounded mem-
bers of the rural community and the Ansar camp’
and share the woes of the bereaved families.
Knowing that material compensations would be
little consolation for them, let these be given to
them anyway, but spare us a recurrence of such
things by all means.

- DU's Research Base

An institution of Dhaka University's promi-
nence and age should have, by this time, developed
a solid base for advanced research and experiment
in all branches of the physical science. Unfortu-
nately this has not happened and why it has not
happened is hardly a palatable story. The peren-
nial problem of fund constraint has been detected
as the main villain but at the same time one must
note that those who allocate the fund refuse to
recognise the need for large funds for the science

departments. The: lack-of planning and policy for-,

mulatian for the purpase together with lack of.cos
ordination between the science faculty and the
planners are quite evident. & U

While we routinely complain of fund shortages,
there are indeed cases of wastage of resources as
. also of misplaced priorities that one comes by.
Universities elsewhere enjoying similar focal po-
sitions in terms of national hopes and aspirations
but boasting a less illustrious heritage have devel-
oped a system of receiving huge funds for funda-
mental research and higher studies in scientific
" disciplines. But we have a notion that it is futile to
i spend money on fundamental research and exper-
iment because it is cheaper to make use of the re-
sults and conclusions produced in foreign labora-
tories. We beg to differ. We have a vast area of scien-
tific and technological inquiries to make, keeping
always in mind our local conditions.

Dependence on the age-old system of research
equipment and scarce funding cannot be the sci-
ence faculty's fate. Those involved in science must
know how to procure funds. Now that big indus-
tries and business establishments are coming up in
an increasing number, a mutually beneficial col-
laboration between the university and them is pos-
sible. Funding a research programme by a com-
pany or two at the DU is not outlandish at all. or-
ganisers of post-graduate studies and research can
thus manage funds if the related industries or
companies are convinced that the research results
would be financially profitable. That our univer-
sity students have talent is a proven fact judging by
their achievements in laboratories abroad. The
university that had Satyen Bose as one of its teach-
ers should not have any doubt about its scientific
potential. Once the DU takes up the matter seri-
ously, the industrialists and business en-
trepreneurs will not lag behind in funding research
for development.

Our Heart Goes Out...

Closest to our heart at the present moment are
the quake victims of the remote districts of
Baluchistan and Iran. The numerous people who
died in the Friday tremors measuring 7.3 on the
Richter scale in its first appearance at Harnai near
Quetta, only 113 kilometres away from the epicen-
tre, and then slightly tapering off to 6 points in
Iran, cannot obviously be brought back. But those
who have survived, many of them in maimed con-
ditions for sure, are in dire straits crying to be
helped out.

The minute-long heaving of earth in that moun-
tainous region with techtonic plates underneath
being conceivably in a droning movement razed
the fragile mud-houses to the fault-lined ground
sending the particles whirring into the black-
holes, as it were. With the massive land slides oc-
curring many families must have perished or were
trapped inside the ripped landmass. In that hostile
and desultory terrain communication links have
been snaEFy, and the quakes have only made these
unworkable now. That needs looking into if suc-
cour is to be reached out.

In these parts of the world, warnings of natural
disasters have a way of coming through the cour-
tesy of monitorings or detections abroad.

In the present case, it is the US Geological Sur-
vey in Colorado which determined that the quake
‘was centred east-southeast of Quetta. Local capaci-
ties need growing.

Our heart goes out in sympathy for the coura-’
geous people of Baluchistan and north-west Iran
who have been stricken down by the tremors. :
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The donors seemed to have suggested that

by raising the prices of fertiliser, gas and petroleum products,
government revenue expenditures

HE mid-term donor

review of Bangladesh

economy held in Dhaka

(February 25-26) under the
chairmanship of the Finance
Minister, Shah AMS Kirbia,
has just ended with various
important observations on the
state of the economy. Before one

discusses the implications of
these observations, one would
like to congratulate the Finance

Minister for shifting the venue
of this meeting from Paris to
Dhaka. Apart from anything

else, it gives the high level
representatives of the donor
countries and agencies (about
50 in number) an opportunity to
see for themselves the progress
of the projects that they have
been funding as well as the state
of the economy itself. Further,
it may also have the additional
benefit of holding the project
implementing departments/
agencies more accountable than
they have been so far about
their performances to their
financiers. If at least some of

~ the nmgningegmjects are visited

and inspected by the high level
representatives of the donors at
least once a year, there can be
no doubt that their imple-
mentation will be faster. Such
unexpected fall-outs of holding
the mid-term and annual donor
meetings in Dhaka will be the
most beneficial effects that the
country can reap in its present
state of poor project implemen-
tation. One hopes that this hap-
pens and the venue of the aid
club meetings remains perma-
nently in Dhaka.

Outcome of the Review
Meeting

What are the results of this
mid-term review? In the ab-
sence of any official press
handout from either the donors
or the Finance Minister, one
has to depend on the newspaper
ithout geoing into the

diverse -néwspapes presenta-:

' tions of the views by donors afid

the government, it will be, per-

* haps, fair to say that there were

very u%en and free exchange of
views by both sides as well as
expressions of some concerns
by the donors about the trend in
various macroeconomic vari-
ables. The donors must have
ressed their satisfaction on
the prevailing low level of do-
mestic inflation and opening up
of the infrastructure sector to
foreign investors, but at the
same time, must have expressed
their concerns over the slow
growth of revenue collections,
exports, domestic savings and
external reserves, as well as
heavy public borrowings, fast
rate of rise in imports, slow
growth of the industrial sector,
and the slow implementation of
ADB pr%icts and structural re-
forms. s latter group of fac-
tors indicate that the country’s
economy was somewhat
"“threatened but not alarming”
which need correction, accord-
ing to the World Bank's Chief
Economist on South Asia. The
overnment side must have de-
ended its position and stressed
on the difficulties that a new
%nvernment usually faces..
here couldn't have been any
fireworks, as it were, rather
there was mutual appreciation
and understanding of each oth-
ers' positions. There was nei-
ther any threat to cut the com-
mitted aid flow nor any new
promise of further aid for the
current financial year.
However, the donors seemed
to have suggested that govern-
ment revenues could be in-
creased by raising the prices of
fertiliser. gas and petroleum
products, on the one hand, and
government revenue expendi-
tures could be slashed substan-
tially by privatising the State-
Owned Enterprises (SOEs) to re-
duce the overall budget deficits,
on the other. They also have
emphasised on the recovery of

of Bangladesh Economy

on the one hand, and

could be slashed substantially by

privatising the State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) to
reduce the overall budget deficits, on the other.

the huge amount of outstan

bank loans from the defaulters
running up to about Tk 15,000
crore (over 8 3.5 billion at the

current exch rate),
Are There Eihreltl" to
the Economy?
Since the aid mission saw
some indications of, perhaps

implicit, "threats" to the
macroeconomic variables of
the country, it is worth explor-
ing where these "threats” could
come from. As an independent

However, the second major
channel of hemorrhage is the
banking sector. About Tk.
15.000 crore (8 3.5 billion) is
stuck with the loan defaulters,
and, as a result, some of these
banks need capital infusion
almost every year. Eventually,
the burden of keeping these
banks surviving falls on the
taxi%aycru' Money.

he point of all these is that
unless the government stops
these hemorrhages, it cannot
find sufficient resources to meet

by
Kabir U Ahmad

observer of the scene without
any partisan political interests,
one would like to widen the
scope of the sources of this
"threat". One sees two impor-
tant sources: political and eco-
nomic.

As has been emphasised be-
fore in these columns, this
writer believes that politics oc-
cupies the apex position in the
socio-economic framework of a
society. Politics, therefore, is

above c\rcrythm% else. If politics
is not clean, lair an

ust,
instability will occur and the
socio-economic fabric, however
stable, it may continue to be for
sometime, will eventually go
through major upheavals with
devastating effects. For exam-
ple, over the last 30 years or so

the world has seen how the fast

growing economies of Iran,
Iraq, Pakistan and Philippine
etc., have been thrown out of
gear by wraong politics of the re-
spective countries. It seems, the
politicians in Bangladesh have
not learnt the lessons. In the
living memory of the last
twenty-five years of the coun-
try, series of political up-
heavals have taken place for
wrong politics. The way the
government and the rna‘|nr op-
position party in parliament
are behaving and bracing them-
selves up for street confronta-
tions, it looks like the evenis of
1894-96 are going 10 be repeated
inthe coming years with terri-
ble: effects on economy. One
doesn't wish it, but this is the
palitical source .of threat to the
economy that one sees in the
near future. Both sides should
moderate their positions for the
sake of the country's develop-
ment.

On the economic front, with
all good wishes for the new gov-
ernment which. has accom-
Elishcd something very tangi-

le like the Thirty-Year Water
Treaty with India, one notices
that it has not been able to come
to grips with the fundamental

‘weaknesses of the public sector

management and place the en-
gine of the productive sector on
the fast track ce:igmwth. These
observations n explanation.

The government is the man-
ager of the public household,
including its administration.
Directly and indirectly, gov-
ernment in this country is the
main resource allocator influ-
encing the entire economy. Pub-
lic sector has become the source
of heavy resource wastage or
hemorrhage, as it were. One
channel of such hemorrhage is
the losses incurred of about Tk.
2.5 billion (over $ 600 million)
every year in the SOEs. It goes
up every year. A few years ago, it
was about Tk. 2 billion. Apart
from these SOEs, there are
other regular loss making gov-
ernment departments [ike
Railways, Post Office, T&T and
others. The annual government

ants to private Madrashas

as come to Tk 227 crore (S 53
million) this year which was Tk
200 crore until last year. Inci-
dentally, the budget for the uni-
versities is only about Tk. 160
crore. There are many other
small unproductive depart-
ments financed by the govern-
ment for decades but rarely
arnduccd any tangible results.

overnment administration is
overstaffed, a cut in the man-
power will save a huge amount

of tax-payers' money.

the mandatory requirements of
rapid growth. With such a vast
amount of resource wastage, no
one can build an efficient econ-

omy. As a metaphor, one cannot

build a multi-storied building
on weak and fragile founda-
tions. However, one positive
thing is that the government's
position on these have shifted
specially on the SOEs. Its
initial position was to improve
the efficiency of the SOEs and if
it failed to do so, only then it
would privatise them. Now, the
government is going for priva-
tisation but going too uFuw]y.
They have to speed up the

because their on
the national resource base is
too heavy. Piecemeal attempt
will not minimise the losses in
the shortest possible time.
Similarly, the government's
attempt to recover the bank
loans must be firm-handed and
drastic. Otherwise, it will not be
able to accomplish much. One
wishes the government success
in these attempts.

The other threat comes from
the government's heavy bor-
rowing from the banking and
the private sector. This means
that the budget deficit is
widening. In an open free mar-
ket economy, it has a number of
consequences. First of all, it
will mean higher interest rate
in the domestic economy with
its adverse effects on private
sector ‘borrowing. It will slow
dowr industrial-development.
Secondly, with the present
trend of hightq}f rate of imports
compared with that of exports,
it exercise pressure on the
exchange rate which means the
country's export competitive-
ness in the outside market will
deteriorate. In order to combat
this situation, government will
have to keep devaluing the cur-
rency.

The Solution

The solution, therefore, is
not heavy borrowing but rais-
ing tax revenues. One thing that
has not featured prominently
in the mid-term donor review is
the room for raising direct

taxes. The amount of direct
taxes especially income taxes
collected in this country is ex-
tremely gmr. One is told unof-
ficially by high level officials
that the richest men in the
cnuntr%: do not pay income
taxes. The government should
put in a major effort to tap this
sector for raising its legitimate
share of revenues. Whichever
cities or parts of any city one
goes to, one finds that the con-
struction of apartment build-
ings are coming up and public
roads are used intensively for
this purpose. Do they pay for
the repair and upkeep of these
public roads? If income is hid-
den by these or similar other
pecple, why not tax them on
their visible assets and con-
sumption items? One can also
suggest that there are too many
cars on too few roads in the
country. Import duties and VAT
on the import of private cars
and other luxury items could be
increased to raise revenues.
There seem to be effective ways
of raising revenues from those
who have the ability to pay but
are not paying. A skillful strat-
egy of tapping this sector will
definitely improve the revenue
base of the government at this
critical stage of the economy.

- —

Sir, All of us are very fond of
changes in . moods, plans, de-
signs and execution those in
real-life today. The effects of
these reasons are very disas-
trous and dangerous too. The at-
titude of the common masses
regulates the life-pattern of our
lives in every aspect of national
endeavour. Harmony is found
missing in offices, banks, busi-
ness, educational institutions,
universities, factories and lit-
erature as well. -

We don't realise that pa-
tience has its own reward. In all
situations, we tend to be restless

and intolerant of other's opin- .

ions. Does it indicate that time
has come to redefine ourselves
for the good of our new genera-
tion? Time is running out.

Abul Ashraf Noor
House No: 9. Road: 4
Sector No: 5, Uttara, Dhaka

Elec_tricity by
usin

PH\.I_

ithe help of bio-gas made by
.¢owdung of 5-6 cows or oxen,

Fond of changes —
why?

lit with the help

Sir, We undcgatnnd that with

food for 8-10 persons can be
‘cooked and a gas light can be lit.

Abundant natural gas is
supplied to Dhaka city and
some other cities and towns of
our country for cooking.

We wonder if a lamp can be
of bio-gas, is
there no mechanism available
to lit a lamp with the help of
natural gas?

In view of frequent load-
shedding and shortage of elec-
tricity in Dhaka, can we not lit
gas-lights through the connec-
tions available in our houses?

Would our Ministry of En-
ergy and Mineral Resources and
our experts -concerned kindly

enlighten us on the matter?

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

JS prtu:ee.dings
reporting

Sir, Not a single paper re-
ports/covers the daily proceed-
ings of the JS in a systematic
manner, in summary form,
time sequentially, for future

reference at a later date.
(A) Some important issues
are printed as separate news

items.

At least one col. length may
be devoted to a summary of the
day, in addition to A. The
li%gterfhumuurs write up is OK.
The (all) subjects/issues
raised/covered must be main-
tained, if not the details.

The periodicals have to de-
vote a page or 500-950 words.
The experts living abroad can't
get a picture of the JS proceed-
ings. This weekly summary can
be prepared by the JS Sectt or by
a team of relevant NGOs. There
is the question of funding for
facilities and staff.

The spartan reporting by the
leading dailies cannot continue
like this for years.

The issue may be reviewed in
the Editors Council/body and
some better service offered to
the readers, in consultation
with JS Sectt P10O.

A Husnain
Dhaka.
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Donors' Mid-term Review

Fresh Hopes in the

Middle East

The deal between Palestinian leader Chairman Yaseer Arafat and Israeli Premier
Netanyahu over Hebron, seems to have cleared the most dangerous obstacle to the

peace process.,

I SRAELI Prime Minister Be-
njamin Netanyahu's latest
visit to Washington appe-
ars to have set the stage for
comprehensive settlemment of
the Middle East problem.
President Bill Clinton appears
ready to take the peace process
to its next logical stage,
involving other players — no-
tably. Syria.

The deal between Fales-
tinian leader Chairman Yaseer
Arafat and lIsraeli Premier Ne-
tanyahu over Hebron, seems to
have cleared the most danger-
ous obstacle to the peace pro-

cess. The peace process, which
was progressing smoothly ever
since the historic hand-shake
between Chairman Arafat and
late Israeli Premier Rabin on
the porch of the White House
with a beaming Clinton looking
on, appeared to have derailed as
tension continued to escalate
over the West Bank town of He-
bron. Few hundred Jewish set-
tlers nearly succeeded in torpe-
doing the majestic peace pro-
cess.

Now that the Israelis and the
Palestinians have engaged in
working out details of the He-
bron agreement and barriers
between them are daily break-
ing down, it was natural that
‘honest broker' USA would un-
dertake the task of moving for-
ward the peace process in right
earnest. It is a sign of the times
that 30 Palestinian women lan-
guishing in Israeli jails on var-
ious charges would be released
with so little fuss.

The first brick in the peace
process was laid as far back as
1979 when Camp David ee-
ment was signed between pt
and Israel. | was Bangladesh
Ambassador to Cairo then. The
tension in the air was so thick
that you could cut it with a
knife. President Sadat of Egypt
made the historic journey to Is-
rael and Jerusalem and prayed
at the Holy Al-Agqsa mosque.
The Camp David was the first
breaking of ice between the

Argbs, apg Israel ag.dtheitﬂ;st}

ever [sraeli flag flew over an

Argcapial — Ca e
first-Ever” Eg}rptiamggwgw
over Tel Aviv. The two leaders
were’ rebiled by many ih“thefr”
own lands and ultimately fell to
assassins bullets.

If the deal between Egypt and

Israel was a difficult one, the
deal between the Palestinians

and the Israelis was a heart- -

wrenching one. Following the
1967 war which led to the occu-
pation of Arab land by Israel, in
order for the peace process to
move forward, Israeli aggres-
sion had to be vacated. The
Egypt-lIsrael accord was signed
during the presidency of a
Democrat — Carter. A full 12
years had to elapse and the re-
turn of another Democrat — Bill
Clinton — to the White House,
for the peace process to take an-
other leap forward.

The first-ever meeting in the
White House between Chairman
Arafat and Premier Rabin was a
historic event by all account.
Mortal enemies Palestinians
and Israelis were burying the
hatchet. It is admitted by all
that Palestine is the heart of the
Middle East conflict. Once that
conflict is removed from the
scene, the other pieces are
bound to fall in place. It is,
therefore, no wonder that Is-
raeli-Jordanian peace accord
was signed without a hitch and
daily new bricks are being
added to the Jordan-Israel edi-
fice. In order to re-launch the
peace process, Bill Clinton had
to pick up the thread with
Egypt, Jordan and Palestine.
These leaders will shortly visit
Washington and engage in seri-
ous negotiations regarding tak-
ing forward the peace process.

President Clinton had met
President Hafez Asad of Syria

for nearly four hours in Geneva
quite some time ago. Negotia-
tions had started in right
earnest between Syria and Is-
rael. The question is a simple
one. [t is return of occupied
Golan Heights to Syria in ex-
change for peace with [srael.
The situation is not much dif-
ferent from pre-Camp David be-
tweenn Egypt and Israel. The
only material point is that
Golan Heights overlooks Israel
and Israel is bargaining for
iron clad guarantees. Yet at the
ennd of the day. Israel will have

to learn to live with the Syrians

The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

from outside the region may be
considered.

If the peace process has
reached the present stage. it is
due ;; the total mmm'}'l;f
the e superpower USA.
world has wrestled for the bet-
ter part of the last half century
with this single problem —
Middle East. It has seen wars,
repeated attempts at peace mak-
inf notably through the UN and
all came to nothing. As we
stand at the footstep of the end
of the 21st century, we witness
that the co-chairman of the

Middle East Peace effort — the

as she is daily learning with the
other Arabs. A deal with Syria
will automatically involve
Lebanon, so heavily dependent
on Syria for her security. There
will be no justification for Is-
rael to hang on to South
Lebanon, once she will have va-
cated the Golan Heights.
France, who has historical
and cultural interest in Syria
and Lebanon, has come forward
to play her role in the peace
rocess, This initiative of
rance should be welcomed. Is-
rael has hung on to Golan
Heights and South Lebanon, on
the ground of security concerns.
In the final peace settlement,
for a period stationing of forces

Soviet Union — has taken leave
from the world stage and the
sole su r USA is carry-
ing the process forward.

Early in his first term Presi-
dent Bill Clinton achieved the
remarkable feat of laying the
most important brick in the

ace process — reconciliation

tween the Palestinians and
the Israelis. It is right that he
should undertake the comple-
tion of the peace S ear
in his second term. He will,
thus, put a final seal of success
in the peace process in that
er keg — the Middle East.
ill Clinton will thus go down
in history as the greatest peace

maker of our times.

Art
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Bronco Ridé En.ds

HE remaining d
television

T

regs of the O J saga were played outon
last week. Prosecutors, defmcemlawjmrl.
trial lawyers, accountants and jurors were all having

their final say as our long national nightmare was drawing to a

closes b |

wilt ¢ " 5Ol ol ol e

Chris Decateur and b sat.om the couch feel

1 S OWVhid ido sl do row?”
more than he needed us.” "
(gl degt LR

arden and Bruno

Bdasked. “We neﬂeﬂ J Simpson

i1 @ World Without Marcia Clark, Chris

Magali shoes,"” | said.

Decateur said, "We all knew that someday it would be over,
but we didn't want to face it. Like fools we thought that the white

Bronco ride would go on forever."
I said, "When the glove didn't fit O J, I tho

ught we were guar-

anteed a mistrial. That would have given us two more years on

Court TV."

Decateur said, "How can television make it up to us for tak-

ing away our bread and circuses?"

"There is a show on NBC that tells the true story of a murder

in Texas. It's called 'Love's Deadly Tria

ngle: The Texas Cadet

Murder'. One of the accused murderers is a naval cadet and the
other is a cadet at the Air Force Academy. The person they
killed was a beautiful high school student.”

"I'm not interested in watching a fictitious melodrama on TV

after OJ."

"It's not fictitious”, | told him. "It's a true story of

on and

homicide committed by two allegedly rotten people who, thank
God. never made it as officers in the armed forces.”

"Were they

tried and convicted?" [ asked.

"No, that's the point. They haven't even come to trial, yet,
NBC is showing us an enactment of the crime before the jury is

sworn in."”

"l don't think that that's fair.”

"There's nothing fair about TV. It's show business — and even
the news is now put to music. NBC's philosophy is that if a per-
son is accused of committing a crime, the networks have a tf::y
to show the public how they think it was done, even if the trial

hasn't taken place.”

"So TV programmers are saying that norie of us is innocent

until proven guilty?”

. "It depends on what the ratings are. They are much better
when the person on the screen is portrayed as a killer rather

than an innocent bystander."”

. "Well, let's watch it. If it is a success, I'll bet we'll see hundreds
of shows where the networks try the accused before the courts

can even round up a jury."”
We tuned in the progr

am and saw the two cadets li

their

alleged guilt-ridden lives in Texas after the crime. Toward the
end we were treated to scenes of the murder which were brutal

and sickening.
There couldn't have been a
vinced of the depths of the

person watching who wasn't con-
ilt of both cadets.

Decateur and I agreed ou can't get O J Simpson, you have

to take anything the networ

19

giv

e you.
By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB.

OPINION

Unemployment and Reépdhsilili_t_y
of Government

There is no doubt that the
government in a country like
ours cannot do all that it is
committed to unless there is
support from the rest of the so-
ciety, the private sector en-
trepreneurship in particular,
There is, however, no denying

e fact that reduction of un-

mployment through creation
of additional job opportunities
is not only a responsibility but

also an avowed objective of the
government in

angladesh.
With the population going up by
about 2 per cent annually, there
is an annual addition of at least
50,000 graduates/post-gradu-
ates of different disciplines to
the existing millions of unem-
ployed. Although official esti-
mates put the unemployment
rate at about 20 per cent, the
fact is that it would be well over
30 per cent i.e about one-third
of our employable population is
unemployed. This is a catas-
trophic situation and is likely
to explode in no time but the au-
thorities seem to be hardly con-
cerned about the gravity of the
situation. With the private sec-

t}r playing virtually a stagnant

F Ahmed

role and there being little in-
dustrialisation and other eco-
nomic activities, the govern-
ment is naturally expected to
play a more Eouittve role. But
all we see is that there are gov-
ernment advertisements
through the PSC for recruit-
ment of about 1000 candidates
annually that again comprisi

mostly doctors/engineers an

other technical hands. The
number of administrative and
other cadre recruits is gener-
ally very small whereas the un-
employment of these general
graduates and postgraduates is
the highest, may be around 50

cent.

In view of the above and in
order to make the economy
more viable and less plagued
with a high rate of unemploy-
ment with its socio-economic
repercussions (which any en-
lightened citizen could easily
imagine) the government may :
i) consider recruitment of at
least 1000 class-1 officers and
2000 class-1I officers in differ-
ent general cadres annually: ii)

encourage the private sector
entrepreneurs to employ (in lieu
of tax benefits for new indus-
tries employing substantial
fumber of employees) more
young graduates and others; iii)
offer new and meaningful self-
employment shames so that
young educated e can take
advantage of. In tion, the
government especially the De-
partment of Manpower should
really work hard to arrange
foreign jobs for our young peo-
ple even by paying all the costs
in advance for recovery at a
later period. This will not only

reduce unemployment at home
but will also open opportunities
for increased inflow of foreign
exchangc in the form of

earners remittances thus au-
guring well for the nation’'s for-
eign exchange reserves, future
investment and overall growth.

It would be y appreci-
ated if the matter is given due
importance and serious t
by the government, the :
and the Department of Man-
power in particular before it is
too late.




