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pelpi hikes
defence

budget
by 21pc

NEW DELHI, Feb 28: India
today hiked its military
s by 21 per cent to 10.2
billion US dollars in its federal

bu for fiscal year to March,
1908 reports AFP
The hefty increase of 1.8 bil-

lion dollars over the previous
year's allocation stood around
17 per E?E}D?"}f the gross domestic

Finance Minister Palanis-
appan Chidambaram in his
annu;led federal bUdgﬁ} glsu
promi to grant more hunds to
the defence sector if necessary.

On the capital account | am
providing 2.54 billion dollars
with a clear promise that any
additional requirement of de-
fennce for capital enditure
will be adequately provided.

"In the past. revenue expern-
diture of the defence services
had been routinely underpro-
vided. This year, | have re-
quested the Ministry of Defence

to fully provide for the revenue

expenditure.”
See Page 12 Cal 1

Delhi1 to extend
Rs 30 cr credit
facility to Dhaka

NEW DELHI, Feb 28: India
will extend credit facility of ru-
pees 30 crere to Bangladesh in
the proposed budget for the fis-

cal 1997-98 beginning April

‘one, reports BSS.
+Presenting the union budget
for.1997-98 to parliament Fi-
B | e Minister P Chidam-
said Bhutan would get
60 crore

ﬂcﬂt facility of ;
during the fiscal besides a grant | &

“of ru 105 crore.
'Iﬁe Maldives will get rupees

18 crore while Myanmar and
Sri Lanka will receive rupees 20
crore and rupees 5.5 crore re-
spectively, the minister said.

PM asks tax
~officials to
achieve target

¢ “Prime . Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked the tax
officials to rise above petty in-
terest and discharge their duties
with utmost sincerity to make
the government's economic

Bﬁr&l’nﬂ]ﬂﬁ a SUCCeEss, I"EPD]'tS

“Your honesty, sincerity and
efficiency will help us achieve
success in our struggle for eco-
nomic emancipation.” she said
addressing the Annual General
Meeting of BCS Taxation Asso-
ciation at a local hotel in the
evening.

Success and failure of gov-
ernment's economic develop-
ment programmes depends on
the role of tax officials in mo-
bilising resources, Hasina said.

"You are the main force of
the government to collect in-
ternal resources for economic

" she said.

n the current fiscal year,
she said, the target of economic
growth has been fixed at six per
cent and that of revenue growth
at 12 per cent. She said tax offi-
cials attained the target of rev-
enue collection in the first six
months and hoped that they

See Page 12 Col 5

Storm lashes 3
thanas in Pabna

PABNA, Feb 28: A storm
swept over three thanas of the
district early today, damagin
some 200 kutcha houses an

outstanding rabi crops, reports
UNB

Officials said the storm with
a speed of about 70 kilometres
lashed some 25 villages in
Sadar, Sathia and Bera thanas
at about 4.30 am.

About 200 dwelling houses,
hundreds of trees and electric
poles were uprooted by the

storm which continued for
about half-an-hour.
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Four persons were killed and
at least 15 people including
seven Ansars injured when
Ansars opened fire during a
clash with villagers at Sadapur
in Savar near the city yesterday
morning.

The dead were identified as
Rupashi Begum, a housewife,
and farmers Sayeed Mollah,
Mojibur Mollah and Sayeed
Alam, Savar police said. '

Two of the injured,Zahurud-
din, 40, and Igbal Hossain, 35 —
were under treatment at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH), hospital sources
said.

The other injured were taken
to different hospitals and clin-
ics at Savar and Manikganj.

Details about the dead and
the injured people, aged between
30 and 45, could not be known

17 1403 BS.

Villagers attack camp
Ansars open fire in

Savar: 4 killed

By Staff Correspondent

immediately. Most of them
were however. said to be farm-
ers from Sadapur village.

The incident occurred when
a section of the villagers at
Sadapur. six km off Savar

* thana, went to evict the Ansars

from a camp on a land report-

At least five persons were
killed in the clash at Sadapur
village in Savar yesterday,
BSS quoting police and hospi-
tal sources said late last night.

edly owned by Partex Group of
Industries, police said.

The Ansar camp was set up
about a month ago to resist a
section of local people from us-
ing the land for their own pur-
pose, police added.

The wvillagers yesterday
rushed to the camp at about 11
am and asked the 15-Ansar per-
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sonnel on duty to leave the
camp. Then they started pelting
brickbats and entered the camp
to oust the Ansar. police said
quoting local people.

Al one stage of the hour-long
clash. the Ansars opened lire.
Police from Savar thana rushed
to the spot and brought the situ-
ation under control.

Four of the injured villagers
died after they were taken to a
local hospital. Their bodies
were sent to the DMCH morgue
for autopsy. police said.

Meanwhile, police closed the
Ansar camp following the inci-
dent while the injured Ansars
including platoon commander
were laken to local hospital.

Neither the senior Ansar of-
ficials nor anyone [rom the
Partex Group could., be con-

See Page 12 Col 3

Tripura assures

Dhaka team to

help repatriate
Chakma refugees

An 11-member Bangladesh
delegation is now visiting the
Indian state of Tripura in the
government's bid to bring back
the Bangladeshi tribal refugees
to their homeland. reports
UNB.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah, who is chairman of the
national committee on Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts, is leading
the elegation comprising
committee members and gov-
ernment officials.

- The delegation held a fruit-
[ul discussion at the Secretariat
of Tripura chief minister in
Agartala on Thursday, official
sources sald in the city yester-
day.

Ministers and officials of
the Tripura state government
have realised the Bangladesh
government's goodwill and sin-

cerily aboul the rehabilitation
of the tribal refugees.

They assured the Bangladesh
delegation of allout cooperation
in the repatriation of the tribal
refugees.

[t included national com-
mittee members Chittagong city

See Page 12 Col 1
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Pakistan A captain Asif

Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

Mujtaba receiv

es the trophy of the third SAARC cricket
tournament from Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina during the award-giving ceremony at the

— Star photo

Pakistan SAARC cricket champions

Sports Reporter

Pakistan A won the third
SAARC cricket tournament
defeating arch-rivals India A by
a better run-rate in a rain-
marred final at the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday.

The clash of the two giants
in the cricketing world came to
a sad end when unseasonal rain
stopped India's victory chase of
200 in 44 overs.

India were 124 for [live
wickets in 31 overs when
intervened. But they were
required to score 163 for a
victory. And when rain stopped
it was all over for India as the
existing rules declared
Pakistan winner of the four-
nation meet for better run-rate,

It was the maiden title
triumph for Pakistan in
unofficial one-day tourney

involving the second-string
sides from three Test playin
nations — India, Pakistan an

B “banka - = “A@ha-—1osts”

Bangladesh.

The Tintal of the two
deserving contenders which
attracted a modest crowd,
however, got off to a delayed
start due to heavy fog that hung
over the big bowl in the
morning.

The match finally started at
10:40 am. And Pakistan. sent
into bat. were all out for 199 in

See Page 12 Col 4
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Tremors kill 100 in Iran,

80 in Baluchistan

ISLAMABAD, Feb 28: A pow-
erful earthquake shattered a
remote corner of western Pak-
istan early today. killing at
least BO people, say ambulance
workers. report agencies.

For nearly one minute the
earth heaved violently destroy-
ing hundreds of homes built of
sun-baked mud.

Most of the dead were asleep
in their flimsy mud homes
when the earthquake, with a
magnitude of 7.3, shook the
southwest province of Baluchis-
tan.

Neighbours used their hands
to dig through the mud. while
they waited for rescue workers
to arrive from the provincial
capital of Quetta, nearly 113
kilometers away Irom the epi-
center, the official news media
reported.

A similar earthquake mea-
suring six on the open-ended
Richter Scale also rocked the
Aradabil region ol northwest
Iran today, causing casualties
and damage, the Iranian offi-
cial news agency reported Irom
Tehran.

In Harnai district. 145
kilometers east of Quetta, a
landslide left 235 families
trapped in their homes, senior
administration official Fawad
Hassan Fawad told reporters.

In Quetta. frightened resi-
dents spent the night outside in
the bitter cold, alraid to return
indoors.

At sunrise the authorities
were urging people to return to
their homes. But wrapped in
woolen blankets and sleeping
on the roadside most people re-
fused fearful of further tremors.

Hospitals struggled to keep

TEHRAN, Fab 28: At least
100 people were killed and
250 others injured in an earth-
guake which rocked the Ard-
abil region of northwest Iran
this afternoon, according to the
latest toll reported by Tehran
radio. The quake caused dev-
astation in 40 villages around
Ardabil and in the regions of
Nir and Sarein, all in Iranian
Azerbaijan near the Caspian
Sea, AFP guoting the radio
added.

Prince Charles visits
gas fields in Bay

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 28:
Prince Charles had a four-hour
hectic visit to the port city ot
Chittagong today.

The British Prince was re-
ceived by Divisional Cominis-
sioner of Chittagong Shakwat
Hossain and other high offi-
cials when his special aircraft
landed at the Chittagong Air-

Charles leaves
for London

The heir to the British
throne. Prince Charles. was
given a hearty send oll as he left
Dhaka for London yesterday
concluding a three-day visit 1o
Bangladeslr'l. reports UNB.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad saw him oft at the
alrport. i

Commercg and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed., Waler
Resources Minister Abdur Raz-
zak, State Minister tor Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Dhaka city mayor Mohammad
Hanil, Foreign Secretary
Farooq Sobhan, British High
Commissioner 1n Dhaka David
Walker and Dean ol Diplomatic
Corps Shahta Zarab were
presernt.

port at 12:30 pm. Red carpet
was rolled out and two children
presented him bouquet of flow-
ers when he arrived at the Air-
port from Dhaka.

The Prinice, accompanied by
Energy Mihister Noor Uddin
Khan and high officials flew by
a helicopter to the gas explo-
ration site in the Bay of Bengal.
He staved there for 40 minutes
and visited the gas fields, offi-
cial sources said.

The helicopter, owned by the
gas exploration company
Cairan Energy PIC, landed on
the rig vessel 'Origont’ at the
Shangu Gas Field in the Bay.
the sources added.

The same helicopler then
carried Charles to an army he-
lipad near Chittagong Circuit
House from where he went to
the British Council and inaugu-
rated its new library building.

Speaking at the inaugural
function. the Prince expressed
his satisfaction over the activi-
ties ol the British Council here
set up 44 vears ago.

The Prince also recalled the
historic link between his coun-
try and Bangladesh in the field
of trade.

The Prince also attended a

See Page 12 Col 3

the" evacuation Operan

up with the wounded and public
buildings were turned into tem-
porary shelters.

Electricity was shut down
brieﬂg following the quake, but
telephones and water supply
remained unaffected.

About 200,000 peaople live in
Quetta but most of the havoc
was wreaked in the remote re-
gions of Baluchistan.

According to the US Gmlngl—
cal Survey in Golden, Colorado,
the quake was centered east-
southeast of Quetta.

The Sibi district of Baluchis-
tan was the hardest hit area.
Ambulance workers said at
least hall the village of Harnai

~was destroyed. They estimate

that as many as 60 people may
have been killed in that village
alone.

"We're getting relief workers
there as quickly as we can," said
Zarar Haider, deputy commis-
sioner of Sibi told The Associ-
ated Press,

But communications are
sporadic and 1in some areas they

See Page 12 Col 3

RAF captain

recalls memories
of 71 war

By Staff Correspondent

Prince Charles brought with
him a person who has some
memories linked with Bangla-
desh's Liberation War.

Sgquadron Leader Jim
Backer, Captain of the Royal
Airforce plane in which the
British Prince flew to Dhaka.
earlier came here for an evacua-
tion operation during the War
in 1971.

Jim Backer was then a co-pi-
lot of the C-130 Herculeus air-
craft which had evacuated the
staff and officials of various
loreign missions in Dhaka dur-
ing the last phase of the Libera-
tion War.

"The staft and officials of
various foreign missions were
first taken to Calcutta and then
to Singapore," he recalled while
talking to The Daily Star from
his hotel in the city yesterday.
Two aircraft were invelved in
on, he
said. He said he did not get
chance to come to Bangladesh
ever since the war,

Backer had made two runs
between Calcutta and Dhaka,
evacuating 176 people, he re-
called. The other aircraft had
made one run, he said.

"The runway of Dhaka air-
port was hit accurately by the

See Page 12 Col 4

UZ chairmen
belonging to
JP today

Star Report

A conference of former
chairmen of now-defunct up-
azila, belonging to Jatiya Party
and those given nomination for
the last general elections is
scheduled to be held today at the
premises of the Asiatic Print-
ers, at Tejgaon in the city.

The conference is going to be
held as a 'mobilisation cam-
paign’ of the party rank and file
lollowing the release of JP
leader and former President
HM Ershad, said a party source,

Meanwhile, a two-day
meeting of the extended com-
mittee of JP concluded Thurs-
day night at the premises of
Asiatic Printers with an emo-
tional speech delivered by the
party chief. said the source
adding that the high hopes to
build the party at the grassroots
level generated enthusiasm
among the rank and file.

Ershad was flanked by his
wife Roushan, an MP. on one
side and Zinat, another party
MP and presidium member on
the other side for some time
during the concluding day of the
extended committee s meeting,
to sources said.

The meeting decided to ac-

See Page 12 Col 8

Contce of former | JEC meets 1in Dhaka
soon: Brujerdi

By M Anwarul Haq

Bangladesh-lran Joint Eco-
nomic Commission (JEC) will
meet in Dhaka shortly to ex-
plore further areas of "sustain-
able cooperation” between the
two countries.

In an interview with The
Daily Star on Thursday in
Dhaka, Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter of Iran Alauddin Brujerdi
said that Dhaka-Tehran ties
would be bolstered further after
the JEC meeting,which would be
preceded by a high level Iranian
delegation's visit to. Dhaka, An
Iranian Trade Show will also be
organised in the Bangladesh
capital shortly, the minister
said. The Charge d Affaires of
the Iranian Embassy Moham-
mad Abbaszadeh was present
during the interview.

The Iranian Minister spoke
elaborately about transit facil-
ities, trade relations, the OIC,
trans-Asian gas pipeline project
and a number of other issues.

Alauddin Brujerdi said that
both Bangladesh and Iran were
"investment absorbing coun-
tries" and that direct air links
between Dhaka and Tehran
were likely to be opened after
the ensuing Hajj.

He said more Iranian cul
tural centres could be opened in

Alauddin Brujerdi

Bangladesh on the basis ol

agreement.

- He noted that Dhaka was
ahead of Delhi in signing a tri
lateral Memorandum of Un

derstanding (MOU] between

lran. Turkmenistan and

Bangladesh for using transit

facilities of Iran's Bandar Ab-

bas port and railway facilities

for sending Bangladeshi goods
See Page 12 Col 4

Post-graduate studies in the
faculties of physical science in
the Dhaka University are being
affected due to lack of funds. lo-

istic su and pro lan-
2 EPOI_'_‘ P ﬂpff P

o
e Dean of she Science Fac-
ulty and Chairpersons of
Physics, Applied Physics, Elec-
tronics, Pharmacy and Applied
Chemistry departments told
The Daily Star that funds for
post- uate studies and re-
search were e and that no
‘outstanding work in the field
of science and technology was
possible with the present level
of funding. Only three to five
students can do M Phil courses
in uiljddcpartnznt every year,
‘Our students do well abroad
with better laboratory lacili-
ties”, said Md Shafi Chowdhury,

Dean of the Science Faculty and

By Govinda Shill

Chairman of Physics
artment.

"A large number of DU
teachers wrile in some interna-
tionally reputed journals but
here. we lack modern laborato-
ries to carry out a advanced re-
search,” he said.

While visiting the depart-
ments this correspondent found
students working in very con-

ted laboratories with obso-
ete equipment. Some students
told this correspondent that
sometimes they have to pay for
the chemical reagents and

equipment.

Dean Shafi Chowdhury,
Chairperson of Applied Physics
and Electronics Shahida Rafiq,
Ch rson of Pharmacy de-
partment Rebecca Banoo.
Chairman of Applied Chem-

istry Ahad Ali told this corre-
spondent that they did not get

Lack of funds, poor planning
affect PG studies at DU

separate funds for research
work' at post-graduate level.
The government gives three to
four lakh taka to each depart
ment annually for laboratories
but major shares of the funds go
for buyin;{{ chemical reagents
and small equipment, theg'
said. These funds, along with
donations from various inter-
national organisations coimes
to 7 to 9 lakh taka annually for
each department, they said.

"This meagre fund can
hardly meet our demands."” said
Ahad Ali. He said his depart-
ment has no modern equipment
like NMR, MS Spectrum, UV

trum etc., which are essen-
xcfur advanced research
work.

Shahida Rafiqg said her stu-
dents work with obsolete
equipments which need imme-

See Page 12 Col 3

Bangabandhu
murder: Six
to be produced

In court today
Star Report

The six accused chargeshee-
ted in the Bangabandhu murder
case are scheduled to be produ-
ced before the court of the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate (CMM)
today.

They are: Lt Col (dismissed)
Sved Farookur Rahman; Lt Col
Irelieved) Sultan Shahriar Ra-
shid Khan; Taheruddin Thakur,
former minister of state for
irtformation; Lt Col Mohiuddin
Ahmed. lormer Acting Director,
BNCC, Dhaka; Capt (Hon} Abdul

See Page 12 Col 5

Sec 144 at Birasha
in B’baria
From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Feb 28:
The district administration has
imposed Section 144 at Birasha
under Sadar thana for tomor-
row as two groups announced
separate programmes of Waz
Mehfil at the same venue at the
sdme time.

Delwar Hossain Saidee, MP,
is scheduled to attend a waz at
Birasha while Protigya. a social
organisation, has arranged an-
other waz mehfil at the same
VETILE.

Five hundred policemen
have been deployed to avert any
untoward incident in the area.

Meanwhile, local units of
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commit-
tee and Muktijoddha Sangsad
voiced against the programme
of Saidee.

Autopsy report

Shima died
of typhoid

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 28: The
autopsy report on Shima Cho-
wdhury was submitted by Fo-
rensic Department of the Chi-
ttagong Medical College Hos-
pital, sources said today.

Prof Hasanuzzaman Bhui-
yan and Dr Mahbub Ullah
conducted the post-mortem ex-
amination.

The report stated that Shima
Chowdhury died of typhoid.

No symptom of poison was
found in the stomach and blood
of Shima, the autopsy report
said.

Shima died in 'safe custody’

;?n Chittagong jail on February
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