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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaking at the 14th national conference and the annual
general meeting of the Bangladesh Medical Association at Shaheed Dr Milon auditorium

in the city yesterday.

— PID Ehutu

President opens confce

of Statistical Assoc

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed vesterday laid
emphasis on collecting correct
data for proper planning and
execution to take the country on
the road of progress. reports
BSS.

The President was inaugu-
rating the sixth biennial con-
ference of the Bangladesh 5ta-
tistical Association at the
Planning and Development
Academy, Nilkhet in the city.

State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
was present as special guest.

Presided over by the presi-
dent of Bangladesh Statistical
Association, Waliul Islam. the
conference was addressed by the
secretary general of the associa-
tion Professor M Nurul Islam.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
said the main theme of the con-
ference "human development,
productive employment and
poverty alleviation: Issues and
problems measurement”, is
very important and a timely
step in the present perspective
of socio-economic condition of
the country. He expressed the
hope that the conference would
play a vital role in identifying
the problems of country's socio-
economic development and
[Jn:wide pguidelines for their so-
ution.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed urged the countrys
statisticians to perform their
duties sincerely for expansion
of statistical technology and
ensure the availability of cor-
rect data.

Acute shortage of
drinking water
in Khulna

KHULNA. Feh 27: Residents
of Khulna town are facing acute
shortage ol drinking water due
to frequent load-shedding and
tall in ground water level. re
ports UNB.

The WASA here at present i1s
supplying only 50 lakh gallons
of water daily. against the re-
guirenients of 2.5 crore to 3
crore gallons. oflicial sources
said.

The supply dropped mainly
because of sharp fall in the
ground water level during the
past one and a halt months,
leading to the closure ol six
pumps out of 45 pumps of
WASA. they added.

However, 1he situation
turned worse following the cur
rent load-shedding in the town.
Supply ol electricity remains
suspended for six 1o seven hours
daily hampering the lifting ol
waler. local dwellers said.

He said the developed coun-
tries of the world have achieved
unexpected results by applying
statistical technology in the
process of planning and devel-
opment.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
said that the participants would
recommend steps to identify the
main causes of poverty.

He said, "the literacy rate of
the country is very low despite
Bangladesh being the eighth
largest cnunuiy in the world in
terms of population and for this
reason, we cannot involve a
vast multitude in the country's
economic activities.” Besides,
lack of technical education and
limitations of applying tech-
nology in agriculture and in-
dusirial development, the
President added.

New UGC office
building opened

The newly-built office build-
ing of University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) was inaugurated
in the city yesterday, répaorts
UNB.

Education Minister AS HK -

Sadek formally opened the UGC
building, built at a cost of Tk 6
Crore.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister stressed the need
for maintaining the sanctity of
educational institutions
through ensuring peace and
discipline on the campuses. He
also called for making the edu-
cational arena a place of free
thinking.

Presided over by Chairman
of University Grants Conunis-
sion Prof Yajuddin Ahmed. the
function was addressed. among
others, by Vice Chancellor of

National University Prof

Aminul Islam.

Samad Azad greets
new Pak FM

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad has greeted Gohar
Ayub Khan on his appointment
as the Foreign Minister of Pak-
istan, reports UNB.

In a message of felicitations,
Samad Azad hoped that the ex-
isting bonds of friendship and
fraternal ties between the two
brotherly countries would bhe
strengthened further in the
days ahead.

Bangladesh foreign minister
also wished the success of the
newly appointed Pakistani for-
eignn minister, said a PID hand-
out in the city vesterday.
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Zonta Club of Dhaka-1 accorded a reception to Dr Syeda
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Firoza Begum. an eminent gynaecologist and obstetrician
of the country, in the city recently. The Club awarded her
the Zonta Crest for "Woman of Achievement" for her
outstanding contribution in the field of medicine and
continuous service for social and community development,
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Amsterdam confce beEins

No child labour
In garments
industry : Mannan

Bangladesh is committed to
eliminate child labour and has
already taken a number of mea-
sures in this regard, said State
Minister for Labour and Man-
power M A Mannan, reports
UNB.

The State Minister was
speaking at the plenary of the
first day of the International
Child Labour Conference in
Amsterdam on Wednesday, ac-
cording to a message received
in the city yesterday.

Mannan said about 315
schools have been set up under
BGMEA project in cooperation
with the [LO and UNICEF, and
(wo NGOs, BRAC and GSS, in
which about 8,000 children
formerly garment workers, are
enrolled.

"Now,
labour in the

there is no child
arments indus-
try.” he said a that if this
project succeeds, Bangladesh
would consider replicating it in
other industries.

The state minister also said
realistic long and short-term
programmes including the eco-
nomic empowerment of poor
families are required for the
progressive elimination of
child labour from Bangladesh.

He said generous interna-
tional assistance will be needed

for multi-disciplinary pro-
grammes to eliminate child
labour.

Over three hundred partici-
pants from more than fifty
countries, .':ml-:.:l1 several NGO rr{;p'd
resentatives have been, invited
by the Netherlands government
to participate in this corifer-
ence, organised by the govern-
ment of Netherlands in close
cooperation with the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation.

Minister from more than ten
developed countries and eleven
developing countries are partic-
ipating in the two-day interna-
tional conference.

President attends
- waz mahfil

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed attended a
waz mahfil. organised by Sob-
hanbagh Mosque and Madras-
sah Complex at Dhanmondi
Maidan [yesterday. reports BSS,

Chief Imam and Khatib of
the Masjid-e-Nobubi of Medina
Allama Dr Sheikh Ali Bin Ab-
dur Rahman Al-Huzaifi was
present at the mahfil and led
the Magrib prayers.

President Shahabuddin, in
his brief speech. welcomed the
eminent guest to Bangladesh.

Publication

ceremony
By Staff Correspondent

The publication ceremony of
a magazine titled 'Dui Banglar
Theatre' (Theatre of two Ben-
gals), will be held at 6:00 pm
tomorrow at the Kochi Kacha
auditorium in the city, says a
press release.

The magazine will publish
writings by eminent drama-
tists, drama critics and play-
wrights of both Bangladesh and
West Bengal, it said.

Obaidul Quader. Minister of
State for Youth, Sports and Cul-
tural Affairs, will be the chief
guest at the ceremony, which
will be chaired by Nasiruddin
Yousuf, chairman of
Bangladesh Group Theatre and
chief advisor of 'Dui Banglar
Theatre.'

Bibhash Chakroborty, a fa-
mous theatre director of West
Bengal, Ataur Rahman, general
secretary of ITI (Bangladesh),
Dr Selim Al Din, general secre-
tary of Bangladesh Gram The-
atre, Nripendra Saha of West
Bengal Theatre Academy, Dr
Somnath Sinha of Theatre De-

artment of Rabindra Bharati

iswabidyalay have been in-
vited as special guests on the oc-
casion, the release added.

Obituary

Qazi Nurul Huq, a retired
government school teacher and
text book writer, died in the city
on Wednesday of old age ail-
ments. He was 70, reports BSS.

Huq started his teachin
profession in 1950 and retir
as the headmaster of Govern-
ment Muslim High School in
1981.

After his retirement, he went
t? Saudi Ara?hiig. h:hﬂeziglli:dwal:
the principal of t es
Embassy School in Riyadh for
five years. He wrote about 50
text and note books for SSC and
HSC levels. Till his death, he
was associated with the weekly
"Robbar” as its advisory editor.

He has left behind his wife, a
son and a daughter, ;
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Wﬂl‘kﬂhﬂp: A two-day workshop on 'Innovations in
el’ will begin. Dr Rajen Mehrotra,

resident, Sandoz (India) Ltd. will conduct the workshop.

negotiations — a Harvard m
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organised by Management Consulting Group. Venue: BASC

training hall. Time: 9 am.

Prize-distribution ceremony:

Prizes will be

distributed among the winners of a children's hand-writing

com tion or
the occasion of 'Amar

ised ? the Ban%adrsh National Museum on
kushey'.

enue: Museum auditorium,

Shahbag. Time: 3 pm. A cultural function will follow.

AGM: e annual general meeting of the BCS (Taxation) will

be held. Venue: Hotel

rbani International. Time: 9 am.

Dance festival: e Tagore dance drama, 'Crondalika ,

will be s

taged on the opening day of Fair and Lovely Dance

Festival '97. Venue: National Museum auditorium. Time: 7 pm.
ClﬂﬂiﬂF ceremony: The closing ceremony of the 1st
e

Dhaka In
held. Venue: Community

rnational Environmental Video Festival will be
Development library auditorium,

House: 39, Rd: 14A, Dhanmondi. Time: 5 pm

Apex Bﬂnq!ﬂdﬂﬁh: The 15th annual peneral meeting of
q

Apex Banglades
aton. Time: 4 pm.

Reception: The weekly

‘Chaltipatri.’

foundation will be held. Venue: Hotel Sher

will accord a re

ception to journalist-writer Abdul Gaftar Chowdhury. Venue:
Gazi Bhaban, 41. Naya Paltan ladjacent to Jonaki Cinema

Hall). Time: 6 pm.

Rellniﬂn: A reunion of the former students of the Philoso-
phy Department, Dhaka University. will be held to mark the

75th anniversary of the department

Chiel guest: President

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed. Venue: TSC auditorium: Tiune

9:30 pn.
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Prince Charles talking to the students of an NGO-run school at a slum in city's

Mohammadpur area yesterday.

— PID photo

Diabetic Awareness
Day today

Diabetic Awareness Day will
be observed in the country today
to create awareness among the
people about the disease, re-
ports UNB.

Different social organisa-
tions including the Diabetic As-
sociation have taken up various
programmes on the occasion.

o mark the day. a discus-
sion meeting will also be held at
BIRDEM auditorium in the city
at 1:30 pm. Former Chief Ad-
viser of the caretaker govern-
ment and former Chief Justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman
will attend the meeting as chief

guest.
Secretary General of the as-

sociation Dr Fashiuddin
Mahtab will discuss on the ob-
jectives of the Diabetic Aware-
ness Day. Prof Wahid Uddin
Ahmed will preside.

Iran may supply
more rly coaches

Iran has expressed desire to
supply more railway coaches to
Bangladesh, reports UUNB.

15111':1% Iranian De]puly
Minister for Foreign Aflairs
Alauddin Brujerdi informed
this when he called on Com-
munications Minister Anwar
Hossain at his office ?estcrday.

Dufring the meeting, they
diutuneg matters of bilateral
relations and hoped that the ex
isting relations between the two
brotherly countries would be
strengthened further in future.

Iranian Ambassador Mah-
mud Bayat was present.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
minister also called on Energy
and Mineral Resources Minis-
ter Muhammad Noor Uddin
Khan at his office.

Th;f.r discussed matters of
mutual interest with particular
emphasis on investment in oil

and gas.

‘Denmark to aid

sanitation, water
supply sectors

Denmark will assist
Bangladesh in the field of sani-
tation and pure drinking water
supply, visiting Danish Minis-
ter Poul Nielson said in the city
yesterday, reports BSS.

An eight-member delegation
led Poul Nielson yesterday
called on LGRD and Coopera-
tives Minister Zillur Rahman
at his office.

The Danish minister said
assistance from Denmark
would increase in the field of
integrated rural development,
improved healthcare and uplift
of the rural poor.

Denmark is interested to as-

the greater Barisal,
Feni, Bor

ali,
na and Patuakhali
districts, the delegates said.

They expressed interest in
infrastructural development in
the rural areas and establishing
desalination plant under in-
Jand water system development
pru’ﬁlamm:.

e Danish minister said
the businessmen and investors
of his country are interested in
mvcnﬂng in agricultural indus-
tries and sectors like rural de-
vel t in Bangladesh.

e visiting Danish minis-
ter said Bangladesh govern-
ment's transparency and ac-
countability has created enthu-
siasm in the Danish business

Bolshoi Theatre

group to perform
in city Mar 12-15

An  ll1-member Bolshoi
Theatre group of Russia will ar
rive in the city on March 10 on
an eight-day visit to
Bangladesh, reports B55.

Brieling newsmen at the
Russian Embassy in the cily
yesterday Minister Counsellor
Dr Sergei V Velichkin said dur-
ing the visit, the group will pre
sent shows on Mar 12, 14 and 15
In the auditorium of National
Museum.

The Bolshoi Theatre which
was founded in Moscow in
1776. is a leading opera and bal-
let theatre group in Russia.

Sponsored by Independent
University, Bangladesh (I1JB)
with the cooperation of Russian
Embassy. the objective of the
programmes is to give global
exposture (o the vyoung
Bangladeshis in line with the
objective of IUB, vice-president
of IUB Abul Ahsan said.

Dr Sergei also told the
newsmen that the 850th an
niversary of the city ot Moscow
capital of the Russian Federa-
tion, will be observed in a befit-
ting manner in September next.

Brevet-awarding
ceremony held

The brevet awardjng cere

mony of the army aviation

course-4 was held at the Old
Airport, Tejgaon, in the city
yesterday. reports BSS. _

Chief of Army Staff Lieu
tenant General Muhammad
Mahbubur Rahman attended
the ceremony as the chief guest
and awarded flying brevets to
eight army officers who had
come out successful in the 16-
month long training course.

Speaking on the occasion.
the chief of army staff said that
the combat need of aviation of
a moderg efficient army could
never be overemphasised. As
confident professionals, the
graduating pilots should ob-
serve flight safety instructions
and abide by the do's and don'ts
religiously, he added. an ISPR
press release said.

Time Iimit for

renewal of TV,
VCR licenses
extended

Duration for renewal of all
types of television, VCR and
STVR licenses without sur-
charge for the year 1997 have
been extended upto March 31. a
PID handout saidWednesdayre-
ports BSS. 2%

The handout said that the
time limit for the renewal of li-
censes without surcharge would
not be extended further. Dura-
tion was earlier extended by one
month.

All domestic licenses which
have expired on December 31
last could be renewed from any
branch of Janata Bank by pay-
ing the fixed fee, the handout
added. Renewal of commercial
licenses woitld hawve to be done
by paying the fixed fee at the of-
fice of the Controller of Bﬂ“%’.'

ladesh Television (License),
Rampura. _
On expiry of the duration for

renewal ol licenses, inspection
team of Bangladesh Television
will visit domestic houses and
commercial premises to look
for the defaulters. the handout

com munitz. said.

Thundershower forecast

Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty
wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka. Barisal. Khulna, Chit-
tagong and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Ra-
J&i ahi division in the next 12 hours till 6 pm today. reports

NB .

The Met Office said night temperature may remain nearly

unchanged throu

out the country.

The country's lowest !emﬁeratijrﬂ 14.6 degrees Celsius was

recorded at Teknaf and the
and Patuakhali,

ighest 31.0 degrees at Rangamati

The sun sets today at 6:01 pm and rises tomorrow at 6:21 am
Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius Percentage

Min Max Morning Evening

Dhaka 18.6 29.0 8 63
Chittagong 17.0 28.5 64 45
Rajshahi 17.6 28.5 T 77
Khulna 17.5 30.8 80 -
Barisal 17.4 30.0 80 67
Sylhet 17.0 27.0 = 68
LCox's Bazar 16.0 30.2 54 68

Danish minister
meets Matia

A Danish mission will visit
Bangladesh in March to work-
out detailed strategies and pro-
grammes for the country’'s agri-
culture sector, reports LUNB.

This was disclosed by the
visiting Danish Minister for
Development Cooperation, Poul
Nielson. when he called on
Agriculture and Food Minister
Matia Chowdhury at the Secre-
tariat yesterday.

The Danish minister ex-
plained in detail the future ap-
proaches and policies of tﬂ&
government and emphasised
the need for the sectoral ap-
proach. empowering rural
women, strengthening the seed
sector and capacity building at
different levels.

He further said that what-
ever policies and programmes
are taken up would have to be
coherent with overall policies
ol the government of
Bangladesh.

Matia Chowdhury noted
with appreciation the long-
standing development and co-
operation between Denmark
and Bangladesh,

She particularly drew atten-
tion on the need for renovation
ol the agriculture sector with an
open  mind emphasising
farmer-level grain storage ca-
pacity building., micro-credit
for small and marginal farm-
ers. small-scale irrigation pro-
gramme in the rural areas,
strengthening the pump house-
hold level and vegetable produc-
tion for nutritional balance.

Appreciating the approach
and prionty areas, the Danish
iinister said the details of fu-
ture programmes apd actions
would be worked out by the vis-
iting mission in close consulta-
tion with the Ministry of Agri-
culture,

Sadek tells JS
Free education for girls

up to class twelve likely

Education Minister AS H K
Sadek yesterday told the Jatiya
Sangsad that the government
had taken up a plan to make ed-
ucation for female students free
of cost up to class twelve, fol-
lowing a directive of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, re-
ports BSS.

Replying to a question by
Treasury bench member Abdul
Latif irza (Sirajganj), the
minister said female education
from class six to eleven had al-
ready been made free of cost and
the Planning Ministry is con-
sidering a project to make it
free up to class twelve. R:pl?'lng
to a question by Mostafizur
Rahman Sandwip (AL-Bar-
guna), the minister said the
government is considering to
set up science and technolo
universities in ever {ulgf
greater district where ar
no universities at present.

If the plan is approved, the
universities will be established
in phases.

In response to a question by
BNP member Prof Shahidul Is-
lam (Kushtia), the minister said
some B96 non-government edu-
cational institutions have been
selected for enlisting under
MPO during the current fiscal.

UNB adds: The education
minister yesterday told the
House that the government has
no immediate plan to establish
a womens university in the
country.

The minister made the dis-
closure while replying to a writ-
ten question from Tasmima
Hossain (JP-Pirojpur).

Replying to another ques-
tion ifrom Tasmima Hossain,

-

. State Minister for Women and

jshahi

Children Affairs Dr Mozammel
Hossain said five day-care cen-
tres will be set up in the capital
for the children of middle class
WOITIEI.

These centres will be set up
al the Secretariat, Directorate
of Women Affairs campus, Az-
impur Officers Colony campus,
Mirpur Circle No. 10 and Ka-
malapur area in next 1997-98
fiscal year, he said.

Dr Mozammel said there are
47 day-care centres in the
country — 22 centres in 22 dis-
tricts, 13 centres in 13 thanas
and 12 centres in six divisional
towns.

The government has plans to
set up 42 more day-care centres
and the Establishment Min-
istry has already given ap-
proval to set up the centres in 42
districts, he said. adding the
maltter is awaiting approval
from the Finance M%nls p'

Meanwhile, a total of 676
teachers of different universi-
ties are now staying abroad. the
education minister told the par-
liament.

Replying to a written ques-
tion of Dhirendra Nath Saha
(AL-Narail), the minister said
these teachers went abroad for
higher education.

Of the teachers, 129 are from
Dhaka University, 76 from Ra-

University. 52 from
Chittagong University, 179
from Jahangir Nagar Univer-

sity, 47 from Bangladesh Agri-
cs& niversity, 115 from
BUET, 25 from Khulna Univer-

sity, 14 from Islamic Univer-
sity, 35 from Shahjalal Univer-
sity of Science and Technology
and five from Open University.

el - eLE .I.ill

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) on agricultural research programmes was signed
between the governments of Bangladesh and Australia in the city yesterday. — PID plimt,u

MOU on agri
research signed
with Australia

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) on agricultural
research programmes was
signed here vesierday between
government ol Australia and
Bangladesh at Economic Rela-
tions Division (ERD) of Min-
istry of Finance, reports BSS.

M N Nabi, Joint Secretary of
ERD and Charles Stuart, High
Commissioner of Australia in
Bangladesh signed the MOU on
behalf of their respective gov-
ernments.

This treaty will open up Aus-
tralian technical assistance for
development of agricultural re-
search in Bangladesh.

Under this agreement. the
Ausitralian Centre for Interna-
tional Agricultural Research
(ACIAR). an apex institution of
Australia will provide grants
and send technical experts for
different projects in
Bangladesh

The centre will try to resolve
agricultural problems here

where Australian science has
developed special competence.

Charity concert

A charity concert will be
held at Dhanmondi Women s
Complex in the city on Monday
to raise fund for the treatment
of a seriously ill student of
NMDhaka LUniversity. reports
[INB.

Kamrunnahar Mukul, a stu-
dent of Department ol Geogra-
phy and Environmental Stud-
ies, is suffering from Tha-
lasemia, said a press release
yesterday signed by depart
ment chairman Dr K Nizamud-
din,

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tenders are invited by M/s. Meghna Wheels
Ltd. from bonafied and reputed suppliers/
manufacturers in triplicate for supply of Brand New
machinery and equipment for a Bi-Cycles/Tri-cycles
Rim Manufacturing Project o be financed by Rupall

Bank Limited.

Tender Schedule may be obtained from the address as
given below during office hours (from 10 AM to 5 PM)
on cash payment of Tk, 1000/- (Taka One Thousand)

only (non-refundable).

Tender schedule may also be purchased from Rupali
Bank Limited, Foreign Exchange Branch, Dhaka by
depositing Tk. 1000/- (Taka One Thousand) only (non-
refundable) in current account of the company
maintained with the said branch.

No tender schedule will be sold on the date of
opening of tenders. Tenders in sealed covers
addressed to the undersigned are to be dropped in
tender box kept in the office of the undersigned up to
12 noon of 1503-97 and will be opened on the same
day at 12-30 PM in presence of the tenderers, if any.

Incomplete and conditional tender will not be
considered. The company reserves the right not to
accept the lowest tender and aiso to reject any or
all the tenders without asigning any reason

whatsoever,

Managing Director
M/s. Meghna Wheels Lid.
34, Bijoy Nagar, Dhaka.




