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Prince Charles addressing a workshop on 'Partners in Development' organised b
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PRIP Trust and The Prince of Wales Business Leaders Forum at Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

Charles visits ActionAid
projects at city slums

Asia Khatun, 30, was exu-
berant when Prince Charles
was visiting her shop at Adabar
in Mohammadpur in the city
yvesterday morning, reports
UNB.

"I'm fine," Asia Khatun told
the Prince of Wales, who en-
quired about her business she

started three years back taking
a loan of Tk 20,000 from Ac-
tionAid Projects.

The Prince i1s the patron of
the ActionAid Projecis, an
overseas British NGO, operating
in 32 countries of Asia, Africa
and Latin America.

The Prince of Wales had a
90-minute walking and motor
ride in Mohammadpur to see
the condition of sium dwellers
and ﬁrt::-jects. aiming at chang-
ing their lots.

The ActionAid. since 1983,
has been extending financial
assistance to slum dwellers in
the area for their income-gen-
erating jobs, including small
trading, rickshaw pulling and
sewing.

Some 8 000 poor men and
women are the present targets
ol the project.

The Prince walked through
half a kilometre muddy road {o

see sanitation and environ-
mental condition ol hundreds
of slums, housing thousands of
oor men and women, along
yoth sides of the flood protec-
tion embankment.

He went down the road and
got in several siumis to know
about the progress of the com-
munity development activities,
run by the British NGO.

Prince Charles talked to sev
eral women working under the
community development pro-
jects to know about the poverty
alleviation. and literacy pro-
grammes of the ActionAid.

He talked to a woinan oper-
ating a tubewell. Birza Banu
took loan from the British NGO
for sinking the tubewell. She
earns money by supplying
drinking water to the slum
dwellers. ;

The Prince, at a wayside
canal, enjoyed the fishing

He exchunged greetings witl
a number ol poor men and
WUITIET].

Sitting on the ground, the
Prince watched the function of
a day-care centre. Reflect, at
Tikkapara, where 50 children
are being looked after.

The centre is also running a
literacy programme f[or women.

PM hosts banquet

From Page 1

that while foreign trade and in-
vestment is a cornerstone of owur
foundation for a strong future,
we must also focus on building
our institutions and a strong
civil society.” |

The Prime Minisier said
since she took office, sincere ef-
forts of her government had
been directed to consolidating
democratic institutions in the
country by adopting a consen-
sus approach. '

Said Hasina: We are direct-
ing our efforts to boost the alle-
viation of poverty and to locus
on the empowerment of women.

The government is working
in close cooperation with ithe
private sector and the NGOs l[or
economic emancipation of the
people and realising "Sonar
Bangla’, the dream of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Welcoming the Prince of
Wales, she said: It is a pleasure
for me to welcome Your Royal
Highness and the distinguished
members ol your entourage to
Bangladesh when we are cele-
brating the Silver Jubilee of
our Independence, achieved in
1971 under the leadership ol
Father of our Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man.

The people of Bangladesh

SAARC cricket

From Page |
cover the match live while
Bangladesh Betar will provide
ball-by-ball commentary from
the big bowl.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to attend the
concluding ceremony and per-
form the prize distribution.

The strong Pakistan oultfit,
who stormed into the final with
a clean slate, posting three wins
from as many matches, will
certainly depend on their pace
duo of Mohammad Zahid and
an experienced Aaquib Javed in
their repeat clash after an im-

ressive 68-run win in the
E:a ue phase meeting over the
arch-rivals.

On the other hand, for a rela-
tively inexperienced India A,
who are experimenting with a
bunch of upcoming youngsters,
it will certainly be a tall order
to upset Pakistan's applecart,
who have as many as eight

layers with exposure at the
Ki est echelon of cricket.

shall always remember the po-
litical and moral support of the
government and the people of
the United Kingdom during the
critical davs of our War of Lib-
eration n 1971, said Hasina.

Hasina said the presence of a
large Bangladeshi expatriate
communitly is also an impor-
tant dimension of our relation-
ship, and their increasing con-
tribution to the social and eco-
nomic life of Britain is a matter
of pride.

She looks forward to attend-
ing the Commonwealth Summit
in Edinburgh later this ycar,
and hopes it would provide
another opportunity for her to
meel the Prince of Wales.

"We hope you will take back
with you some pleasant memno
rics of your wvisit and that you
will visit us again in the not-
loo-distant luture," she told
Charles.

Former Chief Justice and
head of caretaker government
Justice Habibur Rahman, min-
isters, MPs, diplomats, mem-
bers of the royal entourage and
elite of the cily attended the
hanquet.

JCD president of
IU unit held

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Feb 27:
Sailkupa thana police arrested
president, Islamic University
Unit of the Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal last night.

Police said, he was wanted in
connection with several cases.

JCD activists of the univer-
sity staged demonstration on
Jhenidah-Kushtia Highway to-
day protesting the arrest ol Nia-
jul Bari.

Girl rescued

from brothel
By Staff Correspondent

Police rescued a young girl
from a brothel in Narayangani
Wednesdar night.

The girl was kidnapped from
the cities Mohakhali area and
sold to a 'madam’ of the Tan-
bazar brothel in Narayanganj
about two months ago.

During a raid on the brothel,
Gulshan police also arrested the
‘madam’ identified as Rina Be-
gum, police said.
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Business-NGO

From Page 1

in helping the community.

He said a key function of the
PWBLF is to build a bridge be-
tween the two groups by bring-
ing people together to promote
understanding and remove
prejudices for a sustainable de-
velopment.

Referring to the workshop,
the Prince of Wales said he was
delighted to see so many people
from the business sector join-
ing the discussion. He also
thanked the PRIP Trust for or-
ganising it and lauded what he
said the marvelous effort by
PRIP in bringing out a directory
of businesses and NGOs to help
each other to find out who is
looking for partnership.

He also lauded the work of
Action Aid working among the
slum dwellers in Mohammad-
pur which he visited yesterday.
"l am impressed with the works
of many Bangladeshi develop-
ment agencies,” he said and
cited the Grameen Bank, de-
scribing it as a [irst class organ-
isation with home grown con-

cepis to help the poor. "1 fe
confident thapt t eir%s would
forge a needed partnership with
businesses in Bangladesh for
social development,” he added.
Prince Charles also ex-
pressed his happiness visiting

Sylhet yesterday where he met
people froin the region living in
Seven Oaks in Kent in south-
eastern England.

Abdus Samad Azad, who ac-
companied the Prince to Sylhet,
said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has personally told him
lo convey her best wishes to
Prince Charles for the success
of the workshop.

"We are pleased to know that
PWBLF has been able to set up
over 6,000 businesses in its en-
deavour for social development..
There is a global realisation of
partnership between businesses
and NGOs. We are also closely
collaborating with the private
sector and the NGOs for rapid
economic growth and social
justice,” Abdus Samad Azad

said.

%xpiaining the governments
commitment to the businesses
and the people, Dr Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir said Prime Min-.
ister Sheikh Hasina has stated
clearly that her government is
there to serve but not to govern.
“If we have support from all we
could have a prosperous
Bangladesh." he noted.

Yusuf Abdullah Harun said
in the changing world scenario
today a globalisation of the
economy is triggering a harsh
readjustnient, suggesting part-
nerships between the businesses
and the community for better
health-care, environment and
education for an efficient
sustainable development.

"As governments are gradu-
ally withdrawing from these
sectors the businesses should
come forward in aid of the soci-
ety.” he said. "When you publish
yvour audit report you should
also I:mblish what you are doing

1

for the community. Yﬁu must
nourish the sociefy where you

are working." _ :

Khushi Kabir, referring to
the views expressed by FBCCI
chief, said "all of us are working
for upliftment of the country.
We have a responsibility to let
the nation know what we are
doing for transparency.”

Ros Tennyson and Jane Nel-
son described the activities of
the PWBLF since it was founded
by Prince Charles in 1990. It
has local offices in Bulgaria,
China, the Czech Republic,
Hungary, India, Polland, Russia
and Slovakia. PWBLF also
works with organisations in
Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia,
Egypt, Korea, Latvia, Mexico,
Namibia, South Africa.
Ukraine, Vietnam and Zim-
babwe to bring businesses and
NGOs in partnership for social
development.

Aroma Goon in her address
of welcome recalled her visit to
the Philippines where busi-
nesses have successfully forged
an alliance with the commu-
nity for social upliftment pro-
jects.

Shahin Anam said, "the
workshop had shown that if we
could pool ourselves together
someday, we could have a better
world, forging a partnership be-
tween business and NGOs in so-
cial and health sectors."

3119 new

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged the op-
position to maintain peace and
not to create “a situation that
will disturb the political stabil-
ity and hamper foreign invest-
ment in the country,” reports
LINB.

"Have patience. People have

achieved their yoting rights
through a long utrugg'fc one
the people ... people

can |
will choose who will remain in
power or not,” she said in an
oblique reference to main oppo-
sition party BNP.

The Prime Minister was
speaking at the 14th national
conference of Bangladesh Medi-
cal Association (BMA) at the Dr
Milon auditorium in Dhaka
Medical College premises yes-
terday morning.

"People have got back their
right to take their own decision.
Have faith in people. people’s

er is the ultimate power."

asina said a day after BNP
leader Khaleda Zia had threat-
ened in Feni to launch a move-
ment aiming to dislodge the
governinent.

Turning to doctors, the
Prime Minister said that a na-

tional health policy would be
announced in the rtest -
sible time and h that BMA

would play a constructive role
in this regard.

The Baily Star

sts for doctors soon _

N P e
PM urges BNP not to
disturb political peace

A high-powered committee
has been formed to formulate a
health policy, she told the BMA
members.

She said the government had
ensured recruitment of one
thousand doctors besides regu-
larising 1,400 doctors who were
appointed on adhoc basis.

Hasina said jobs of 5,535
doctors were made permanent
while all officers in medical
administration, who were on
current charges, were regu-
larised and others would be reg-
ularised soon.

She further said that the

of creating 3,119 posts
fnr doctors was in final stage
and the Public Service Com-
mission had invited applica-
tions for the vacant sts of
teachers in the medical institu-
tions, '

"All our steps are aimed at
providing modern medical ser-
vices to the people," she said
and urged the doctors to put in
their best efforts to serve the
il e Prime Minister regret-
ted that the previous govern-
ment had set up medical col-
leges without ensuring neces-
sary facilities and said that the
present government would set
up 500-bed hospitals for all the
medical colleges. :

Tougher programme afte
Mar 30, warns BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secrelary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
announced that his party would
organise public rallies, demon-
strations and processions
across the country during the
March 3-30 period to protest
"repression, misdeeds and mis-
rule” ol the government.

On Wednesday, party chief
and Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad Begum
Khaleda Zia told a public meet-
ing at Feni that BNP would
stage demonstrations through-
out the country on March 3 to
mark the launching of its
counirywide anti-government
agitation programme. Begum
Zia, however, did not elaborate.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Leader of the Oppo-
sition's Minto Road official res-
idence in the city, Mannan
Bhuiyan said the BNP would
hold public rallies and protest

rocessions at the district
Eﬂadquaﬂers on March 3, or-
ganise rallies and mass-contact
puﬁ;ﬁmmcs across the country
during March 4-28 and arrange
rallies and demonstrations at
all the thana and district head-
quarters on March 30.

"On March 30. we'll an-
nounce our next course of ac-
tion,” said the BNP Secretary
General adding that the party

would toughen the planned pro-
grammes if the government
took up any steps jeopardising
the country's independence,
sovereignty and democracy dur-
ing the period.

The BNP leader said the agi-

tation programmes had been

announced to protest against
repression and harassment of
the opposition activists, scan-
dal in the stock market, deteri-
oration of law and order, price
spiral of essentials and agricul-
tural inputs, politicisation of
the administration and state-
owned electronic media, sign-
ing of the uneven water treaty
with India, plans to form a sub-
regional group, import of power
from India. providing transit
facility to India, and the alarm-
ing increase in smuggling.

Asked on the nature of his
party's next programme, Man-
nan Bhuiyan said, "It will be a
tough one ... you know what
does tough programme mean.”

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said that the govern-
ment had so far made little
progress in implementing the
four-point accord with the Op-
position on the running of the
parliament.

He told another questioner
that two MPs of his party —
Khairul Anam of Laxmipur and
Md Shahjahan ef Noakhali —
and many others were injured
in attacks by the ruling party
activists in Feni on Wednesday.

To another question, the
BNP leader said that the coun-
t en were opposed to the idea
of getting involved with the in-
ternal affairs of India by join-
ing with that country to fight
insurgency there.

Earlier, Mannan Bhuiyan
presented a two-page written
statement on the government's
"misdeeds and failures"” in

running the country.

Prince Charles
due 1n Ctg today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 27:
Prince Charles is scheduled to
visit the port city tomorrow, of-
ficial sources said.

He is expected to arrive at
Chittagong Airport at 12 noon
and from there he will fly to the
gas exploration site in the Bay
of Bengal.

Later, the Prince will attend
the inaugural function of the
new British Council Library
building.

He is also to attend a recep-
tion to be hosted by the British
High Commissioner at Kulshi.
The Prince will leave for Dhaka
in the afternoon.

Another fake
~ healer held

By Staff Correspondent

Another self-proclaimed
healer claiming to have spiri-
tual power, Hakim Monir Khan
Panjabi, was arrested from his
chamber Shap Mochon at
North Jatrabari under Demra
thana in the city yesterday.

The Detective Branch (DB) of
police took Monir Khan into
custody on charges of deceiving
people in the name of treat-
ment, police said.

Dhaka, Delhi

From Page 1

He said the Indian team as-
sured Bangladesh of extendin
cooperation for the return o
Chakma refugees.

The two sides agreed that the
Home Ministries of both the
countries would hold periodic
meetings regarding actions
taken and feedback of various
issues.

According to an official
statement released by India af-

ler the meeting, the two sides

agreed to increase the number

ol survey teams for boundary
demarcation and exchange of
enclaves.

It said issues relating to
cross-border movements, Ch-
akma problem, visa regime,
trans-border crimes and review
mechanism were also dis-
cussed.

Later, Home Secre Re-
zaul Hayat and Bangladesh
Hi%h Commissioner in New
Delhi CM Shafi Sami paid a
courtesy call on External Af-
fairs Minister IK Gujral and
Foreign Secretary Salman

. Haider.

Urs at Atrashi |

begins tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

A four-day holly Urs of
Hazrat Khawja Enayetpuri, a
noted saint and spiritual mas-
ter of the sub-continent, ins
at the Bishwa Zaker Manjil at
Atrashi, Faridpur tomorrow.

The programme will include
Qur wani, Milad, Zikr and
offering of special prayers for
peace and progress of Bangla-
desh and of the Muslim Um-
mah.

Several lakhs of devotees
from different of the sub-

continent attend the Urs every

year.

Load shedding

Hartal observed
at Gopalpur

TANGAIL. Feb 27: A half-day
hartal was observed today at
Gopalpur thana headquarters
in the district protesting fre-
quent load shedding there, re-
ports UNB.

Vehicles were off the road
and shops, schools, college and
banks were closed during the
hartal hours: enforced by All
Party Students’ Unity. .
.. A procession was also bro-

_ught out protesting the frequent

P S R
Transit accord

From Page 1
lishment of a shipping line

were also discussed during the
visil. he said. § _
Under the proposed agree-

ment Bangladesh will get the
forilit L sead its goods to the
Bandar Abbas port in Iran
wherefrom those will reach
Turkmenistan through Iranian
rail -and road transports, the
Deputy Foreign Minister said.

Brujerdi said investment to
the tune of 800 million US dol-
lars for the Chitta%nng Oil Re-
finery Project could be gener-
ated by both the countries by

interested parties.
Iran will provide oil for the re-
finery, he added.

Du the visit. the Deputy
Foreign Minister met Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
handed over a message of Ira-
nian President Hashemi Ral-
sanjani.

- In his message the Iranian
President extended his invita-
tion to Sheikh Hasina to visit
Iran and emphasised on further
improvement of relations be-
‘tween the two countries, he

said.
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Visitors at a stall at the US Trade Show that began at Sheraton Hotel yesterday.
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Many business
houses in N’ gan]
were using
walkie-talkies

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 27:
Police found no evidence of any
harm done to the country by the
two persons arrested for using
VHF wireless last week.

However, after two days of
interrogation following the ar-
rests, the police said, the ar-
rested persons were probably
using the wireless set tor their
business illegally.

Police arrested the Manag-
ing Director of Mavrik Fash-
ions Ltd and one of his employ-
ees [rom the New Jamir Super
Market on Ali Ahmed Road in
Narayanganj town on February
17. They were held for possess-
ing an wireless set without any
valid document.

Meanwhile, aecording to
source., about 30 garments
houses in Narayanganj town
were using such walkie-talkies
with a fixed base set for better
communication among them.

Besides, some businessmen
in the town claimed they were
forced to introduce this modern
communications technology as
they could not rely on the tele-
phone network in Narayan-
ganj.

They also said they did not
have any idea about the [re-
?uency allotments and other

ormalities required for using -

such walkie-talkies. According
to them, they had only bought
the walkie-talkies from a sup-
plier and started using the sets
in accordance with the instruc-
tions given by the supplier. Po-
lice are now trying to find out
the supplier.

The Foreign Ministry in a
letter to the police in the middle
of January had said they no-
ticed an illegal instruction into
the frequency allottied for the
walkie-talkies of the ministry.

DU gunbattle

From Page 1

brought the situation under
control by firing some ten
round of tear gas shells.

Earlier, at about 12:30 pm, a
group of JCD activists belong-
ing to the Titu group captured
the Surya Sen Hall which was
dominated by the Danney group
of the same student front.

One Sharif belonging to
Danney group, was then beaten
inside the hall. Titu group ac-

tivists then locked the gate

from inside. They, however, un-
locked the gate when the
provost of the hall arrived
there.

Later police conducted raids
in JCD dominated Zia, Banga-
bandhu, Jasimuddin and Surya
Sen halls of the university.
During the raids police rounded
up one Aminul Islam alias Ab-
dullah with a foreign made gun
and a cartridge. An arms case
has been filed with Ramna
Thana in this connection, po-
lice said.

Some materials for making
cocktails were recovered from
room of Bangabandhu Hall an
a barrel of a foreign made gun
and a chapati from the roof of
the Jasimuddin Hall of the uni-
versity, police added.

Dialogue
From Page 1

on history and literature could
be written.

Commenting on organising
art exhibitions, Pakistani
painter and human rights ac-
tivist, Nazish Ataullah said
that these sorts of exhibitions
were quite expensive to organ-
ise. "l would suggest that we
start inviting individual artists
in residence. We should also
make sure that if an artist in a
South Asian country was in
‘trouble’, others must rise in de-
fense of her.”

Sara Zaker, a renowned
Bangladeshi actress-director,
pointed out that as regards
drama communication in the
South Asian region language
posed a problem.

Meanwhile, several partici-
pants presented their rs on
the theme of the day 'Funda-
mentalism and Communalism.’

Wite to.diefor
killing husband

in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Feb 27: A woman
was sentenced to death for mur-
dering her husband and a per-
son was given life imprison-
ment for his involvement in the
killing.

The first Additional District
and Sessions Judge Md Momin-
ullah announced the judgment
here tudag.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Shamsul Huq Mridha of
Dariabad village in Banaripara
thana married Mamataz some
10 year ago. In 1994, Mamataz
developed illicit relations with
Bazlur Rahman, a relative of
Shamsul Haq.

On June 24, 1995, both of
them were caught by Shamsul
Haq in an odd position and for

that Shamsul beat up Bazlu
mercilessly and abused Ma-

mataz.

The next day Mamataz pre-
ared some cakes mixed with
nsecticides and served it to
Shamsul Haq. Eating the cakes,
Shamsul became seriously ill

and died on way to Banaripara

hospital.
Sylhet

From Page 1
given civic reception by the
Sylhet Pourshava al the Lucka-
toorah Golf Club.

"I was eager to visit
Bangladesh”, he said while
speaking at the reception. The
large Bangladeshi community
in Britain had been contribut-
ing significantly to the eco-
nomic development of the
United Kingdom.

"We are very much proud of
these people”, Charles said.

Britain, he said, is happy to
set up the tele-satellite station
in Sylhet as this will benefit the
people in Sylhet in communi-
cating with the Bangladeshi
community in the UK. Charles
said "a large number Bangla-
deshi Youths are also involved
with the Youth Business Trust,
which | had been running for 20
years.” Through this progra-
mme, promising youths are
being involved with new enter-
prises, he said.

The Prince ended his speech
saying "Joy Bangladesh. Joy
Sylhet.”

The Sylhet pourashava
chairman handed over a gold-
made key of the Sylhet poura-
shava to the Prince of Wales.

250 shanties
gutted in city
By Staff Correspondent

More than 250 shanties
were gutted in a fire at a shum at
Faridabad under Sutrapur
thana in the city last night.

The cause of the blaze that
started from a house of the slum
near the IG Gate Bank Colony at
about 8:30 pm could not be
known immediately.

Fire Service personnel took
about two hours to extinguish
the blaze.

Extra police were deployed
following the incident, police
said.

Charles calls on
From Page 1

the President for receiving him.
He expressed his eagerness to
know about Bangladesh and her

ple and the activities of the
g‘;ioti.sh non-government volun-
tary organisations working in
the country. e ¥

The Prince also éxpressed
his satisfaction over of
a treaty on the Ganges water
sharing with India. =

The Prime Minister and the
Prince of Wales expressed satis-
faction at the existing friendl
relations between Banglades
and Britain and hoped that it
would be further strengthened
in the days ahead.

Officials said the Prince
when he called on her at her of-
fice showed interest about the
economic activities in Bang-
ladesh, particularly in the rural
areas.

The Prime Minister spoke of
various activities undertaken
Eﬂ her government on

eviation, promotion of edu-
cation and population control.

She stressed that education
was necessary particularly for
rural women for generation of
employment for them. Educa-
tion would help contain popu-
lation explosion, she added.

Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernment has requested the
UNFPA to train aréd motivate

le in this regard. |
I:..mlil’;'}rin~::n2 Charles was happy to
note that the Prime Minister
had fixed time to answer the
questions of parliament mem-
bers herself in the House.

Sheikh Hasina and Prince
Charles lauded the role of Ben-
gali community in Britain.
~ During the meeting. both of
them underscored the need for
peace in the Sub-continent.

Minister regrets attacks

From Page 1
also be conducted to identify
those who had attacked JP ral-
lies during the BNP rule.

The 50-minute unscheduled
debate began when Mosharraf
Hossain of BNP stood on a point
of order to complain against the
ruling party saying that its ac-
tivists -had deliberately at-
tacked the BNP supporters at
Dagonbhuiyvan to foil the
‘biggest ever rally’ taking place
in Feni.

Then Khairul Anam of the
BNP took the floor to sra%that
on his way to the Feni y he
had been stabbed by the AL ac-
tivists at Dagonbhuiyan.
Khairul Anam showed the stab
injury in his arm and claimed
that hundreds of BNP activists
and supporters had been ex-
posed to the AL sponsored ter-
rorism,

At one stage Deputy Speaker
Abdul Hamid, who was presid-
ing over the session, switched of
his microphone and gave him
the floor again in the face of
strong insistence of the BNP
legislators. The BNP lawmaker
alleged that the police, standing
nearby, did not respond to his
loud appeal to rescue him. "The
incident reminded me of the
fact that 30,000 opposition ac-
tivists were killed during the
first three-and-half year rule of
Awami League.” the BNP legis-
lator told the House.

After Khairul Anam, ASM
Feroze of Awami League took
the floor to claim that the re-
ported attack on the BNP ac-
tivists was rather a result of the

internecine conflict of the Feni
unit of the party.

The ruling party MP also
said that an AL legislator,
Dipankar Talukder, had been
attacked by the BNP men in the
past even 'in presence of a BNP
minister .

Then, Akhtaruzzaman of the
AL asked "how did Khairul
Anam who reportedly received
stab injury could have been able
to speak so loudly in the
House?"

Akhtaruzﬂz;n&;; also
claimed that was E-
ing to disturb the fa
investment climate which was
created after the taking over of

S :gklng next, Jainal
Abetiln Farook of the BNP told
the House that 177 BNP sup-

rs had been dr out of
a bus by the AL activists with a
contingent of ice standing
idle nearby. Claiming that it
was a pre-planned attack. the
BNP lawmaker referred to "an
Awami League MP who had
raised the issue of the BNP rally
several times in the House over
the last four days."

Sharif Khashruzzaman of
AL said in the face of govern-
meni drive to curb terrorisim,
even a large number of ruling
party activists were now serv-
ing jail terms.

th Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia were
present in the House during the
debate. but none of them spoke
on the occasion.



