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White Paper on Energy

The Daily Star has reported that there is no
chance of the present twice-a-day load shedding to
improve by even an ampere till June this year — a
four-month ordeal. But this is in a way good,
knowing what to prepare for. When there is no es-
cape from it, it could be made more tolerable by
making out a routine for shedding and inform the
consumer through daily radio and TV announce-
ments and newspaper advertisements. People then
could better cope with the problem. And, this needs
no saying that PDB is expected to be very judicious
about distributing their black-out on the principle
that such things should be shared by all, including
the so-called VIPs and cantonments.

The government has, however, been fajlin% the
nation on an account bigger them this kind of dis-
tress management. The official quoted in The
Daily Star report yesterday has been helpful in %:,_
ing a kind of lookout for the months to come. The
government has been shying of just this kind of
sharing with the people the state of our energy
health and what prospects does it hold. This makes
it appear that the government has things to hide,
which is not a fact as far as electric power is con-
cerned. Problems of power are not created in eight
months — the time this government has been in
power — but are an accumulation over years and
years of neglect and bad performance. What the
government must do is to spell out clearly what
they propose to do to salvage the nation from the
hole it has been stuck up in.

We request the government to exactly come out
with a white paper on the power situation, nothing
less. Letting us know everything of energy from the
word go in 1972, this paper should allow us a de-
penda%le peep into how things came to this present
pass. And that will help us judge better the ways the
government is negotiating to overcome the present
problems and the forward-looking investments
they must make to insure against crisis hitting us
as soon as the present impediments have been
crossed over.

Energy, fuel, power — by whatever name we call
it, this is the prime mover of a modern state and
society. There is no way but through this to develop
socially and economically and build a future for
our posterity. We know energy has not been ad-
dressed by aevinus administrations the way it
should have been. We hardly can afford the present
government to make the same mistake. A white
paper will go a long way to convince us of the gov-
ernment's seriousness in the matter.

Legal Failure

Once again a victim of gang rape and her family
have been further victimised after a mock trial of
the rapists by village elders. The family had to
leave at night the village where they had been liv-
ing in the face of threat from the same members of
the salish, who held the mock trial. Now their
whereabout is unknown. To the salish members,
most of whom are relatives of an influential man
whose son is one of the rapists, the overriding con-
cern was to prevent the family from reporting the
incident to the police. And how farcical that of the
Tk 15,000 realised as a fine, Tk 12,000 was pock-
eted by some salish members and local journalists,
leaving just Tk 3,000 for the victim's father.

So here is a case where the village trial is found
guilty on two legal counts : first, it is a criminal
case and the village elders had no business to pre-
vent the victim's father to lodge a case with the
thana and they have no right to handle a criminal
case of such a grave nature; second, they have

forced the family to flee them and on top of it dis-
tributed the money realised as fine among them-
selves. The incident happened in a village under
Savar thana on February 11 and until it came to
the knowledge of the general secretary of Savar
Press Club and he submitted a written complaint ,
nobody bothered about the case. The OC of Savar
thana is nonchalant and casually informs his
knowledge about the incident.

This is exactly where we want to know if the
man in charge of a thana should or should not feel
duty-bound to catch the culprits. He might seek ex-
cuses for not lodging a case by anyone or not hav-
ing specific proofs of the rape incident at his dis-
posal. But does he not feel any obligation to con-
duct an investigation if the information he has re-
ceived about a crime and criminal injustice is true
or false? Do our law enforcers, one might wonder,
consider a rape a serious crime? If they did, there is
perhaps no need for the victims to seek justice. The
administration has to be there with the specific re-
sponsibility to protect the week and, in case of
failure to provide protection, stand by the victims.
This concept is more often than not distorted at
different levels of the administration, only more
so at the thana level. Unless the legal system is
made to be sufficiently responsive to this need, the
miscarriage of justice cannot be avoided.

Costly Negligence

The Jatiya Sangsad failed to sit on time for the
second consecutive day on Monday. The reason is
none other than the failure of the law makers to
turn up right on schedule. This is a clear case that
the members of the august house do not attach the
importance they should to be present on time for
the business of the day. And these are the people
whom the electorate has sent to parliament to take
care of the respective constituency's cases and na-
tional and international issues. People who show
the attitude that they could not care less for the Tk
16,000 spent per minute when the house is in ses-
sion, seem to have forgot what is expected of them
by the whole nation.

On Monday the proceeding could not start before
a delay of 45 minutes, meaning not the required
number of MPs for day's work arrived before that
period. And look at the waste of money. What right
do the law makers have to do this? Such neglect to
the JS is indicative of a greater malaise: that they
can be --not necessarily has to be — less careful in
handling public money or national resources. This
is a dangerous symptom and all concerned must
put an end to this immediately.

In a poor country like ours we can afford to
waste neither time nor money. We need to prove
that time is money for us and the way must be led
by our public representatives. After all they are
duty-bound through their oath-taking to be avail-
able for the house's deliberations. Let them show
no such laxity in future and only then they will be
able to match people’s expectation. -

ANGLADESH has cert-

~ainly made an impact

on the donors with her
success in implementing some
micro-credit programmes over
the last decade. Success
deservedly was accredited to
Grameen Bank and BRAC for
their initiatives in d:v:luphyg a
rural network of credit-
retailing. The philosophical
perceptions of these initiatives
may appear to be charity-kind.
but from the beneficiaries point
of view, they served very
practical need to bring a vast
rural unemployables to some
skills and production. The im-
pact of these additional produc-
tivity, however, is marginal on
the mainstay economic activi-

. ties and therefore. remained a

peripheral activity in the na-
tional context. This determina-
tion is not to undermine the
relevance or importance of Mi-
cro-credit but to put it in the
right perspective.
“Internationally, however,
micro-credit has a history of
ups and downs. In the early
ies when Bretton Wood insti-
tutions were gradually coming
to shape, many prominent eco-
nomic philosophers were con-
vinced that the locomotive the-
ory of pulling up the less well-
off by tEu: better-off could not be
sustained due to scarce re-
sources and over-consumption
by the developed nations. In-
stead they all suggested that
fragmented. and development
of specialized skill in medium
and small scale will bring more
ple in the economic activity
than it would in the mega-pro-
jects, as the mega-projects
would require more efficient
technology which would depend
more on mechanical productiv-
ity to achieve larger scale of
production to become economi-

The Other Side of Micro-credit

by K B Ahmed

What Bangladesh needs is the convergence with the international markets. The capital needed for

investment are readily available in the market

cally viable. Perhaps from the
hind side some would still wish
that t:haﬂwal;]ld; ﬁcr_;nnmlc

owth and techn cal expe-
Eirr.ncc could have %gci:n better
paced for human benefit if the
philosophers of 'small is beau-
tiful' had prevailed.

There had been a large scale
criticism by the economists,
politicians, philosophers and
social thinkers against the
mega-systems and they de-
fended their arguments on the
basis of scarce resources, over
consumption by the wealthier
people and t!is-advantafﬂ
caused to the poor who could
not participate in the system.
While pne would definitely ac-
cept these arguments, one would
be better off to also accept that
during the last fifty years two-
thirds of the world's Fruwin
population were pulled out o
the depression of the thirties,
from the bondage of slavery and
hunger and from the shackles
of feudal oppression: freed from
disease and now poised to elim-
inate puvertr. All these were
achieved within a span of fifty
human years and due mainly to
a massive reconstruction pro-
gramme initiated soon after the
Second World War. No one can
discount the pains of the vic-
tims of poverty but it would be
un-natural to be so impatient as
to wish remedy of all ills of this
planet with a magic wand. In
the context of Bangladesh per-
haps one can understand that
donor-fatigue may have caused
to divert some resources to al-

are willing to compete in the market.

ternative development pro-
rammes in order to hedge the

ts and to put a brake on the
unbridled demands for invest-
ment assistance and for tech-
nu{gﬁy, Bangladesh unfortu-
nately has gone through a series
of tragic experiences which
consistently hindered her natu-
ral growth; and now to put the
central thrust on micro-credit
instead of mainstay economic
propulsion will have catas-
trophic consequences and per-
haps will dwarf the nation for
good.

Micro-credit by nature is a
credit which is available to
small investor who has no ac-
cess to any other form of credit.

The units of input are very
small and therefore, operate
under punitive charges. The in-
vestor having left with no other
alternative commits
him /herself to the rigor only to
move out of the social cul-de-
sac. The skill initially depends
on poor and rural demands of
the produce and in most cases
do not take-off until marketing
is arranged by the credit man-
agers which in turn make the
investor (user} vulnerable. The
credit default has no room and
therefore the defaulter is ostra-
cized by the other investors as
the collective moral form of li-
ability is applied to avert any
wholesale losses. This restricts
the creative investors as natu-
ral expansion of production
and marketing needs sanctions
of the collective investors and

provided that Bangladesh and the Bangladeshis

the credit managers.

It is no doubt that in any
economy there will always be
some pockets where develop-
ment momentum and dynamics
will not operate which will give
room to alternative pro-
grammes like micro-credit to
initiate those into the mainstay
economic activities, who are
otherwise left out of the loop
and in desperation or despair.
In such conditions micro-credit
as it propagated now can at best
complement the mainstay eco-
nomic activity. Micro-credit
inherently operates contrary to
free market system as it is usu-
ally managed by the credit
managers under ceniral com-
mand structures.

As it is not possible to intro-
duce technology as means of
production, microcredit offers
to develop skills in rudimen-
tary form and management of
skills remain on the basis of
instinctive reaction of experi-
ences than any systematic ap-
proach. Wages are treated as
profits and therefore, cost of
production is not calculated in
strict economic units and its re-
turn: and therefore. no incen-
tive is given to investor to em-
ﬁlny any one other than

im/herself or to develop any
one else’s skill. The principles
which are used in planning mi-
cro-credit programmes have
more relevance to moral obli-
gations of the conscious citizens
than any economic purpose in
terms of profits and markets.

However, it will be callous

on any one s part to accept that
all citizens' social and eco-
nomic well-being can only be
served by the forces of the mar-
ket. This has also some rele-
vance to the obligations of the
politicians in or out of power
who caused to build a consensus
to establish welfare states to
guarantee some social and eco-
nomic protection by levying the
able to assist those who are not.
Over the vears experience has
shown that in addition to re-
quiring to build huge monolith
of bureaucracy in serving the
less able citizens. it has also
caused to create a social stigma
for the recipients of the service
as the public borrowing ex-
ceeded the limits of manage-
ment and inflation became a
factor in cost of production. The
natural reaction of the in-
vestors was to introduce more
efficient technology and replace
the human factor to save wages
to become competitive in the
market. Market therefore has
caused expansion of the recipi-
ents of assistance from the
welfare State. This scenario,
however, is more prevalent in
the industrialized nations than
in the agrarian rural backdrop
of Bangladesh. Where the mar-
ket efliciency in less obvious
way expanding the vulnerable
rural unemployables in moving
them out of their own habitat
and converting them into float-
ing and expanding population
bound mostly to urban and in-
dustrial sites — like ‘fire-flies'
attracted by 'fire’

What Bangladesh needs is
the convergence with the inter-
national markets. The capital
needed for investment are read-
ily available in the market

vided that Bangladesh the
Bangladeshis are willing to

compete in the market.

state needs to understand the
rules and dynamics of the mar-
ket and must bring about the
changes in the structures, par-
ticularly changes in the

irameworks. to assure the in-
vestor and to protect consumers
as well. Politicians and social
leaders and trade unionists are
needed to establish clarity of
their purpose where national
interest is considered as the
common objective. The politi-
cians have also an additional
task to tame the bureaucracy to

implement the national cen-
SETISUS.

Bangladesh needs massive
capital investments, introduc-
tion of efficient technology as
means of production and politi-
cal and social cohesion to gal-
vanize a national aspiration to
achieve an economic miracle.

Models fos such achievements
are plentiful in our region of
South-East Asia. This miracle
is possible if we as a nation can
trust each other and commit
ourselves to strive to converge
with the intermational mar-
kets. Our destiny can be guided
by those business and political
leaderships who are willing to
compete in that market.

The author, a graduate of
London School of Economics, is
an industrial consultant. He
was a partner of PCL, a London
based group of consultants and
had worked in Central America,
West Africa, Middle East and in
the South-east Asia.

Analysing Defeat, Absorbing Victory

[ELD Marshal William
Slim commanded the
1st Burma Corps during
the retreat up the Irrawady
River following the Japanese
invasion of Burma in World
War [I. Later he went on to
command the British 14th
Army which inflicted a series of
defeats on the Japanese, forcing
them down the Irrawady River
to Rangoon. Turning "Defeat
into Victory" (incidentally the
name of his autobiographyl,
Slim was a very lonely man.
Sitting outside his tent contem-
plating his next move during
the drive back into Burma, he
overheard two of his sentries
talking. When one of them
wondered aloud where the next
battle would take place, the
other very confidently named a
location. On being asked as to
haw he knew, the second sentry
told the first, "the old man is
definitely going to choose to
fight in all the places on the
way in that he got badly beaten
on the way out”, or words to that
effect. So much for strat
The evidence at hand does
not suggest that Benazir will
try to learn any lessons from
her overwhelming defeat in the
general elections. Any leader
who does not accept final re-
sponsibility for failure fails the
acid test of leadership, self-ac-
countability. Indeed, one must
hold Benazir accountable for
many things, prime among
them abrogating the responsi-
bility of government entrusted
to her by the Constitution to her
criminal-minded husband.
People talk of a parallel gov-
ernment in power, Zardari in
fact headed the only govern-
ment in existence. It was far
more effective than the one
headed by the lady selected gg a
few motivated persons in 1993.
What did Asif Zardari's gov-
ernment do? They took away
complete control of all the post-
ings and promotions in the
civilian bureaucracy from the
Establishment Division, using
that institution only as a rub-
ber stamp. These powers were
used to install layabouts of lit-
tle calibre into the vital organs
of the State. ;
Merit became a derided qual-
ity, gross nepotism and
favouritism became the order of
the day. The major targets were
the public sector financial in-
stitutions, the civilian intelli-
ence agencies. the law en-
orcement agencies, govern-
ment and semi-government
corporations, the civil admin-
istration (particularly the Dis-
tricts and Sub-Divisions).
Thousands were inducted
into important positions on
periunctory basis, their sole

Pakistanbmqirpnﬂmhthatwhﬂeﬁknhndqumﬂapmrmnityitisaimnlmdqu
opportunists. The NA session leading up to the election of the PM and the swearing in of the

__PM at the

reason for existence was not
loyalty to the State but to one
man, Asif Zardari. To help him
in this task, he had a coterie of
school-mates from Petaro, near
relatives, friends and acquain-
tances from his days as a bache-
lor. Unlike the first Benazir
term where he got involved with
petty extortion, this time
money-making was raised to a
grand scale. With senior bu-
reaucrats shamelessly joining
in with him to run the country,
he acquired the technical exper-
tise to profit from government.
People raised to such heights
always have the option to run

. gopd ggyernment instead of a

criminal one, 'invariably théy
ﬂ‘];ht for that course which brings
them personal benefit. A leop-
ard does not change its spots,
what was seen in good evidence
in Zardari's days as a vagabond
predator in Karachi was force-
multﬂ:lied many times over
into deliberate malfeasance to
enrich himself and his friends
at the cost of the country. Not
even military dictators like Zi-
aul Haq exercised such total
control over government, cour-
tesy the darling of the West,
their great white hope for
democracy, Benazir. While au-
thority must be delegated, who-
ever delegates the authority
must carry the responsibility
for its misuse.

Having handed over total
Fower to Asif Zardari, Benazir
aid the seeds of im dis-
aster. Who knew Asif ari's
dark traits better than her?
One had to speak only a few sen-
tences with the man to realize
the depth of his ignorance, why,
did this graduate of Harvar
and Oxford continue to shield
this nearly illiterate man even
though* she knew more than
anyone else that except for
greed and vindictiveness noth-
ing else drove him? There is no
other logical explanation ex-
cept that she was a full partner
in crime and the only reason
she is not abandoning pub-
licly is to derive maximum po-

litical benefit from his eventual
come-uppance. It is not too long
ago that she played the bereaved
sister to the hilt, in the pres-
ence of the widow's very accus-
ing finger not so believable. A
major part of the electorate did
not believe her "sisterly” act
and cast her out into the politi-
cal cold but a grieving widow
can be a different ball game al-
together. Her s h at the Na-
tional Assembly (NA) was the

was a classic

summation of her political ca-
reer, it was ridiculous, border-
ing on hysteria. The arrogance
of power has driven her out of
the world of reality and set her
publicly on the very edge of
madness.

One must never forget that
cunning and madness go almost
hand in hand. One can only ex-
hort her real friends to risk
their friendship and have the

courage to take her to a doctor. -

&

She needs help badly! On the
face of it, her husband has a
longish stay in jail scheduled
(unless he is found guilty of
murder of his brother-in-law
when it may come to a sudden
end) and in the presence of a
half-demented mother she is
the only one left in the fi

to take care of three small chil-
dren. To sum up, all the ingredi-
ents of bad governance are there
for us to analyse and to take
lessons from. If this country
was not in such economic
shambles, this could be useful
academic exercise, unfortu-
nately the lessons learnt have
to be applied with discretion be-
ing the better part of valour be-
cause the expectations of the
masses have been raised sky
high by Mian Nawaz Sharif's
overwhelming victory.

The first lesson is not to
keep all the powers centrally
but to delegate authority to re-
sponsible persons. The choice
of aides is thus of paramount
importance to good governance,
it is they who are at the cutting
edge of decision-making,
whether it is made in the moti-
vated interest or in the public
interest will be the difference
between success and failure. In
the selection of people, those
with obvious failings should
never be accommodated what-
ever may be the political com-
pulsions. The very fact that
Mian Nawaz Sharif did not
rush into cabinet-making was a
singular achievement marking

the maturity.of decision-mak-
ing. We will see what to make of
the composition of the Federal
Cabinet in the months to come,
their actions will speak for

-
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Sir, When my father retired,
he got a card from my sister liv-

ing abroad, saying a lot of
things, but the gist being "Con-
atulations of your retirement.
ow you can do all the things
you wanted to do always but
uever had the time before." That
is a true expression of what re-
tirement should mean, rather
thar: being seen as how it is por-
trayed in Bangla cinemas — the
end c::lf ac&ivﬁ life, tears all
around and the T suc-
cumbing to a mrtgugttack
(albeit thankfully rather than
being treated as an outcast and
a burden, shunned by ex-col-
leagues and even the familyl)
One would think that the
teachers of the apex educational
institute of the country would at

least rise above B a cinema.
But the news covering how the
teachers of Dhaka University

in a Senate meeting decided
that they were indispensable
far the students, and therefore,

“obliged them and the society by

extending their retirement age
to 65 years is ond compre-
hension. It is only fair to ques-
tion, whose interest they were
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serving — siudents or their

own? While 1 do not quesiion
their ability to eontribute to the
society, the question remains if
they really do so. In a sysiemn
where seniority means lesser
classes a week and more tirpe in
teachers' politics, the justifica-
tion of the decision and the
manner in which it was taken
needs to be transparent to ithe
tax payers, since, although an
autonomous body, a significant
amount of funding is done from
tax-payers’ money.

Contrast this to the other is-
sue that was taken up — the
q;:ﬁlsumcll of r;lisih the teachin
s and English language ski
of teachers through trginjng.

The egoists, naturally, rejected
such a cheeky proposall
The teachers are supposed to

be exemplary in the society. Re-
grettably, over the years, public
respect towards the university
teachers have been on the de-
cline. Such selfish acts can only
add conviction to that. But
then, who is listening — aren't
they the cream of the intellec-
tual society — how dost thou
dare question them?

M Azizul Huq
House 19, Road 6, Sector 4.
Uttara, Dhaka.

Appeal to the PSC

Sir, | am one of the 130 stu-
dents of the faculty of Law of the
University of Dhaka. We ap-
peared at the LL.B (Hons) Final
Exam of 1995 held on 28nd July
of 1996. But unfortunately due
to the Adminpistrative ditficul-
ties our result could not be pub-
lished in due time. It was pub-
lished on lst February '96.

But in the 18th BCS, a sub-
stantial number of Assistant
Judges is going to be engaged
who need the submission of
original mark-sheets as well as
original certificates. But we are
unable to submit those docu-
ments owing to the Eid vacation
the consequence of which is
closure of the Administrative
and official works from 4th to
14th instant.

Now we earnestly request the
PSC. to increase/extend the
submission of application date
from 15th to 25th of February
so that we can vie for the posts
of Assistant Judges.

Mohammad Mazibur Rahman
343. Zahworul Hug Hall
Urlwersitg of Dhaka

Dhalear- 1

\ College, Sylhet M C College,

in

in full cry.

themselves. Servility is an en-
dearing eastern trait that even
leaders like Mian Sahib find
difficult to cast aside. A couple
of loyalists around Mian Nawaz
Sharif have made themselves a
laughing-stock in the intelli-
gentsia by their public acts of
obeisance. Servile people in-
variably have dual character,
that double-face trait makes
them dangerous to their men-
tors in the final analysis as

L

EUbhE displays of servility may
ide a very real disloyalty to
the concept of good governance.

While loyalty must be rewarded
as its due, it cannot be done at
the expense of the State, both
literally and figuratively. Mo-
tivate interest must be
watched with great care. There
may be a nexus between moti-
vated purpose and the national
interest, the government has to
be careful to sift out selfish
propositions from the public

good. One has to be careful not
to turn away summarily those
ideas which may benefit the
State without a proper analysis
of its advantages and disadvan-

tages.

A lot of people supported
Mian Nawaz Sharif not out of
the expectation of personal re-
ward but because they believed
he is synonymous with the na-
tional good. Those who aspire
for appointments are only a few
when compared to the masses
who do not crave any post for
themselves but want Mian

the country. There are many

others who aspire to.serve but  have:

core of leaders which is a prime
requisite of prosperity. If he
can harness the great potential
ellectively he would have taken
a great step towards his goal of
making this country fit to enter
the 21st century.

Pakistan's major problem is
that while it is a land of great
opportunity it is also a land of
great opportunists. The NA ses-
sion leading up to the election
of the PM and the swearing in of
the PM at the Presidency there-
after was a classic study in op-
portunism in full cry. A fair
amount of social gadflies and
butterflies who frequented the
corridors of power during the
previous reign were seen
thronging and milling around
the new PM, seemingly thrilled

_Nawaz Sharif to do his best for , to the core of their craven
hearts! Asif Zardari could not

got away with all that he

without expectations of a gov-  did witheut active collabora-

emment post in return, ile
he must accommodate all those
who burnt all their boats when
they embarked on this great
journey with him, he must also
remember that thousands and
thousands are willing to physi-
cally volunteer contribution to
the great national cause. One of
the greatest problems of Be-
nazir s regime was that merit
became a primary disqualifier
instead of being the paramount

ualification. Unless the

lient-Patron relationship can
be broken up and merit made
paramount in name and deed,
this country will have got the

tion from a lot of persons whom
we label as the "elite”. A whole
lot of the "elite” were pushing
and shoving their way to the
new PM's side, some of the PM's
aides were in evidence preeni
along with them, a mutua
recognition that "collabora-
tion"” was alive and well in Is-
lamabad, for a price, in kind or
in cash. When Mian Nawaz
Sharif is able to keep such op-
rtunists within and without

is Party from eating at the vi-
tal organs of this land of oppor-
tunity, we would have taken the
final lesson in analysing defeat
and absorbing victory.

OPINION
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Twelve Universities of Science

and Technology

The news of the government
plan to set up 12 new universi-
ties of Science and Technology
which appeared as banner
headline in a local daily on 14
February — the Valentine's Day
— was probably the most posi-
tive expression of official con-
cern about higher education in
years. | am not aware as to how
institutional memories are
kept in the Ministry of Educa-
tion. The current proposal is
reminiscent of one which may
still be there lying in a dust-
covered file. at earlier pro-
posal made in early '80s was to
establish up to 20 universities
over 4 five-year plans (in 20
years). They were to be raised
upon existing colleges at old
district headquarters {18 in all)
and Jagannath and Eden Girls’
Colleges in Dhaka. The pro-
posal was a sequel to an earlier
review which found some 34
colleges were teaching Honours
courses in different subjects
without the provision to teach
MA classes in those same col-
leges. Dhaka, Rajshahi and
Chittagong universities were
most reluctant to enrol Honours

aduates from colleges into
%eir MA final year. Two other
important considerations
which entered at the time were:
1) burgeoning number of youths
eligible and anxious to enter
higher education, and 2) lower
student costs at district towns.

The upgrading of senior col-
leges to universities were to
take place in two stages: 1) to
upgrade them as "university”
colleges and equip them to
able to teach both Honours and
MA courses still under old uni-
versities; and after five years of
successful development and
commensurate funding; 2) to

ant them the autonomy and
charter of full-fledged universi-
ties. In this scheme, both Ja-
gannath College and Eden Girls'
College were upgraded as uni-
versity colleges and 10 others
were listed to follow over the
two successive five-year plans
(1986-95). Those were: My-
mensingh A M College, Farid-

ur Ra(jlcndra College, Barisal B
College, Comilla Victoria

Dr A Mqgjeed Khan

Khulna B L College, Jessore M D
College, Rangpur Carmichael
College and Rajshahi and Chit-
tagong Government colleges. In
the meantime, new universities
have been established in
Khulna and Sylhet in the late
'80s and Jagannath University
College became a university two
years ago. -

However, since the early
'80s, there have been global

that one
reason for the deterioration of
educational standards of state
universities is the lack of re-
source. The government is un-
able to significantly increase

Everyone will agree

its ts to these universities.
Therefore, no one can think
that situation will vastly im-

rove in the near future. The

opes that the government will
establish 12 universities of Sci-
ence and Technology of any
standards on a purse of Tk 152

changes in the understandim}; -crore is totally misplaced. For a
n 'l

about and the escalating cost

higher education. Their impact
has also reached us. We now bet-
ter ‘understand the role of
higher education and also about
the costs involved. The gov-
ernment in the meantime has
passed the Private University
Act 1992, and for the first time
opened private initiative to
come forward in this field. Ac-
cording to the official figure,
there are now 16 private uni-
versities in the cuunuiy; They
are in different state of quality
and development. But the over-
whelming fact is that people
have shown eagerness to invest
in higher education from both
sides of demand and supply.
There are now over three thou-
sand students studying in pri-
vate universities and en-
trepreneurs are investing to

rovide quality and standards
to their efforts. Some of the
people in private higher educa-
tion might have been motivated
for profit but they will soon
learn. The caution is that none
will survive the challenges of
the field unless there will be
large-scale philanthropy. state
support and the growth of a
healthy non-profit sector of the
economy to push this develop-
ment. The government musl
realise that education is a na-
tional agenda and that a new

nﬁpurtunity has been created to
g

are it with private en

trepreneurship. The new cli
mate if carefully fostered and
strengthened. the chances are
that education in the country
will be more demand-oriented
and will find allocation of
greater national wealth to pro-
vide the state-of-the-art educa-
tion in the country.

comparison, the recurrent bud-
get of private Aga Khan Univer-
sity (Karachi) Medical Centre
which includes a hospital and a
teaching faculty, in 1994 was
approximately $30 million (Tk
120 crore). Its standards com-
petes internationally.

Given our fund constraints,
the growing needs and interest
to provide international stan-
dards higher education in the
country, the government
should:

a) Vigorously support and
strengthen the nascent private
initiatives in higher education,
provide tax relief on donations
to education, and overseas
teachers’ salary income, allot
real estate, wherever applicable
at official rate for the purpose
of building permanent sites and
facilities; and buy services of
the institutions instead of en-
gaging itinerant foreign experts
or agencies,

b) Establish a Fund-in-Trust
to support programme or fac-
ulty development of private
universities: and

c) Establish educational
loan fund and authorise educa-
tional loans from the national
Zakat Fund (karze hasana).

The amount of Tk 152 crore
which the government has an-
nounced to spend for establish-
ing of 12 new universities, it is
better advised to spend the same
fund to upgrade some of the

remier colleges at old district
Eradmjartrrs The establish
ment of universities should fol-
low a course of progressive de-
velopment of these institutions.
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