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PM tells VCs
Govt firm to make
campuses free

from terrorism

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment is determined to main-

nor boy, were killed and 11 oth-
ers critically injured when a
bus skidded off Dhaka-Chit-

1 tagong highway in Burichang

thana under Comilla yesterday.

Police said the accident oc-
curred at about 1.30 pm when
one of the front wheels of the
bus bound for Chittagong from
Dhaka burst at Kalakachua
thana, killing three passengers
on the spot.

Three others succumbed to
their injuries when 14 criti-

in road accidents

Police seized the bus but the
driver was absconding.
Meanwhile a minor boy was
killed and 10 others were in-
jured when a jeep met with an
accident at Dali Moholla in Ba-
niachang thana on the Habi-
ganj-Baniachang road.
olice said Haris Miah, 9,
son of Wahab Ullah of Dali Mo-
holla in Baniachang thana,
died on the spot as the Habi-
%anj-buund jeep overturned and
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Speaker repeats | Heated debate in JS

appeal as JS fails

to sit on time
By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury, for the second con-

From Page ]

meeting of Zia was foiled
at his constituency excepting
the one which was marked with
a clash between police and peo-
ple carrying black flags during
the "farcical” February 15 elec-
tion in 1996.

arrested BNP workers cam-
paigning for the public
and AL workers damaged a mi-
crobus and microphones used
for the purpose.

Azad sounded a note of
warning to the Prime Minister
against any obstruction to the

----- tain a congenial academic at- | cally injured passengers were ell on him. secutive day yesterday. sought ; : - | |
mosphere, EEn:lﬁrninlmting terror- | rushed to the Comilla Medical Of the injured people, five cooperation from all the MPs to EP;:ﬁ:;I;EPI;ﬁt;mm hiurc::-]:ﬁ ;uhht: ngguégg of Abe plan
isin from the campuses, reports | College Hospital. were admitted to the Bani- | gstart the session of the Jatiya | 25 J4 "1 my area and Il Rising on a. point of Grder
UNB. The rtmatj}nlnﬁ]injur ed P,:lr ; HCh;?g ']I‘hana Iiltalth %%Tpﬁ:: Sangsad on tme. provide security to the Opposi-  later, Joynal Abedin Hazari, an

1 sons — Akbar Ali, Avyet Ali, cal people cau € JS session began 45 minutes = : ; :
‘We have to revive the past 4 Frivss siih the: vehigle dnd g tion leader,” the ruling party AL lawmaker from Feni,

BNP leader and Deputy lead

er of the Opposition 1n

Parliament Prof A Q M Badruddoza Chowdhury speaking
at a discussion meeting organised by the Jativatabadi
Jubo Dal on the occasion of Ekushey at the National

Press Club yesterday.

— Star photo

Kibria: Much progress

glory of the educational institu-
tions ensuring cnn&cnial aca-
demic atmosphere,” she said
while talking to the Vice-Chan-
cellors of 10 universities.

The VCs of Dhaka Univer-
sity, Chittagong University,
Open University, National Uni-
versity, BUET, Khulna Univer-
sity, Shahjalal University, Ja-
hangirnagar University, Agri-
cultural University and Islamic
University called on the Prime
Minister at her office to discuss
the latest campus situation.

They discussed matters re-
lating to the academic curric-
ula, giving special emphasis on
incorporating the economy-re-
lated subjects in the syllabus.

Oliullah, Habibur Rahman,
Mostafa, Ershadullah, Helal,
Khokon, Hossain Ali, Dulal and
Siddique Mia — were under
treatment at the hospital.

Two of the six dead were

Minister t_ells JS
Talks initiated

with India for
sharing of
Teesta water

The government has initi-
ated talks with India for shar-

ing the water of the Teesta, an-

handed him over to the police.
They also [Fut up barricades on
the road disrupting communi-
cation between Baniachang and
Habiganj for two hours.

President assents
to 4 Bills

President Justice Shahab-
uddin Ahmed yesterday as-
sented to four bills passed in
Jatiya Sangsad. said an official
announcement, reports UNB.

The bills are: The Judicial
Administration Training Insti-
tute (Amendment) Bill 1997, the
Securities and Exchange (Am-

behind schedule yesterday due
to lack of quorum, the Speaker
said and reiterated his previous
day's appeal to all the lawmak-
ers for their timely attendance
in the House.

The image of the Jatiya
Sangsad was being tarnished as
punctuality was not main-
tained. he said and added that
he had received many letters in
this. He also referred to recent
press reports on the issue.

The Speaker regretted that
the Jatiya Sangsad which is the
symbol of the nation's hopes
and aspirations could not sit on
time due to lack of quorum. He,
however, hoped that awareness

MP told the House.

However, referring to the
venue of Begum Zia's public
meeting, Hazari said that it was
a place under the authority of
the Army and advised the op-
position leader to take permis-
sion from the a for holding
the planned meeting. "Other-
wise," he added.”" the army can
prevent her from holding the
meeting.”

Commenting on the arrest of
17 "armed terrorists” in Feni on
Sunday, he said it had no link
with the holding of the meeting.

Another BNP lawmaker,
Joynal Abedin Faruk, then rose
on a point of order and said,
“The ruling party MP does not

Frﬂt:stﬂd the BNP member's al-
egation and said that no public

Deng crem ated,
state funeral

today

BELJING. Feb 24: China cre-
mated patriarch Deng Xiaopi
today as more than 100,
mourners lined the streets of
Beijing to pay their last res
to the man who ushered in a
new era of economic prosperity,
reports AFP.

The official state funeral
will be held tomorrow in the

The Prime Minister said { : : } endment) Bill 1997, the Se- would grow among the MPs for need to provide security to Be- Great Hall of the People, with
steps have been taken to make ?hﬂetrw; ﬂggﬁiuﬁ:ﬁr EJEL?;:: cuﬂtiei and Excha:]lg% ﬁ?ﬂifgg-?- timely disposal of day's busi- gum zj;f Almightv Al ah and an inu']ta_mun list of 10,000.
From Page 1 same period of last yvear, though the educational institutions reports UNB. sion (Amendmen ness in the House. the ple will the job. Deng's body was incinerated

that the relationship could be
based on mutual trust and con-
fidence.

"The present briefing will
serve that purpose,” he said. ex-
plaining the logic ot the review

it is two per cent short of the
target.

Domestic credit expansion is
"satisfactory” Government's net

‘borrowing during the six-

month period is less than the

free from terrorism and vio-
lence., and the students have
started getting the fruits of
those steps.

Charles’ visit

This was disclosed in Par-
liament yesterday by Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Razzak
replying to a written question
from Golam Mohammad Qader
of Jatiya Party.

and the Local Government (Uni-
on Parishads) (Amend-ment)
Bill 1997.

Mugda, Kamalapur

Despite the Speaker's re-
peated appeal. the sitting re-
sumed late both after the Asr
and the Maghreb recess yester-
day for lack of guorum.

e BNP lawmaker also ac-
cused Hazari of damaging lour
microphones which were being
used for campaigning.

Faruk also said that per-
mission was taken from the

at around 10:00 am (0200 GMT)
al the Babaoshan revolution
cemetery in the west of Beijing
in a private, 15-minute cere-
mony attended by close rela-
tives and top leaders, includi

meeting. | | borrowing in the corresponding Razzak sairl the talks for I‘ESldeI'ltS Stage bt Wbt DR Sk district administration for President Jiang Zemin an
apg:r}:e {ﬂagg;lg;#]i:jrp;ﬂ] period in 1995, he said. From Page 1 Eillar“ﬁg dlll';t water ﬂ:{l Ec;ata Sit-in fan‘l tod ay Abdul Hamid tmkpthc? chﬁr af- :‘f]]fé“ egtll:; i‘;ﬁﬁ“ﬂﬂ‘;‘:;&}g Lremder U POt
ners or MACroeconomic man- s fie ovated) macioccn McMahon said the Prince AL A0, P L OPEREK LI ter the Maghreb recess, he also

agement issues, administrative,
banking and judicial sector re-

nomic picture is healthy and on
a sound track.” he added.
Given the good harvest of aus

will meet President Shahabud-
din Ahmed and Prime Minister

the visit of Indian Prime Minis-

ter HD Deve Gowda to

By Staff Correspondent
The residents of the city's

peration from both
Abul Hasnat Abdul-

sought coo
Chief Whip

to announce f{resh agitation
programmes against the gov-
ernment.

Nat’l flag
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here on the occasion of the
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view in the meeting. A nationa tion " tal Organisation(NGO) _ ; : From Page 1 tute, government EPZ facilities  gorrow and I pav mv d re-
water management strategy in SRR, UTZAIISALCHL A ing the closure of the link road for the proposed ‘garment clus- PO
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will also be discussed.

Kibria said the government
had made significant progress
in a number ol areas in the

From Page 1
futes.
The other witnesses were
Banu. four ex-police constables

tend a number of receptions to
be accorded to him during the
visit. He will also have tea with
Prof Mohammad Yunus, Man-
aging Director of Grameen

Barrage from
99, JS told

tional Press Club announced an
agitation programme.
Announcing the programme,
the convenor of the committee,
Shahajuddin Sarkar, said they

of Indian music in different
light and modern musical
trends would not reduce the
popularity of classical music.

introducing lhre:—sLagc deroga-
tion for knitwear and sweater,
easing the procedures for sale of
'stock-lot' products, import of

eat loss to the friendly
people of China at the demise of
their great leader and | share
their sorrow.”

~ ic management
ol \he ceonomy. One. o ob.  — Toriqul Islam, Sarwar Hos- | Bamk. - Work on the proposed  would stage a two-hour sitinon | Pandii Ravi Shankar ar. | vav maefeis Munow obeene  Two shops looted
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added.
Giving the indicators he said
the rate of inflation is low at 2.6
“ per cent. the reserve is stable at
around two billion US dollars,
exports are rising while im-
ports are concenirated more on
productive sectors such as in-
dustrial raw materials and cap-
ital machinery. and remit-
tances increasea 23 per cent.
The picture, the minister
said, is equally satisfactory in

jedur Rahman Shelu of the Di-
najpur office of the Daily
Janakantha.

The District and Sessions
Judge, Abdul Matin recorded
the depositions in a crowded
court from 11 am to 4 pm with-
out any break.

In all. nine accused — eight
olicemen and a doctor — are
acing trial under Section 201

(34) of the Penal Code.

10 years.

The Tikkapara u&gjﬁ:ts that
started in 19856 finaneial
help to the poorest women. The
area has a slum population of
about 1.5 lakh.

Starting in 1983 ActionAid
has expanded its different so-
cio-economic and health care
programimes to severn areas in
the country.

Its projects cover various

ter Resources Minister Abdur
Razzak said yesterday. reports

UNB.

Hi:plf\;lng to a question from
Zillul Hakim in Parliament,
the minister said the updatin
of feasibility study and detail
engineering works would be
done between 1997-98 and
2001-2002.

Power station 1n

6 and a sit-in in front of the
Jativa Press Club on March 7.

e Bangladesh Railwa riu
or

planning to close the roa o
the o expansion work o
the [I‘Ini:,:g Container Depot
(ICD) at Kamalapur.

‘Fake’ healer

arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Shankar and their daughter
Anoushka Shankar. Other
metribers of his

Sulekha Das, Rabin Fg]. haa}r '

Majumdar, Kumar Bose and
Anthony Karmic.

Ravi Shankar. India's most
esteemed musical ambassador
and a singular phenomenon in
the arena of classical music in
the East and the West, said as a
"traveller in the domain in mu-

source and complete exemption

a
cludes plans for introduction of
a single-pool account system,
long term loan for BGMEA
members to import generators,
formation of a proposed 'ap-
parel board,” amendment to in-
surance policy, reopening of the
closed factories and initiatives
for continuation of GSP facili-

A gg:&g of armed men looted
_after ransacking two
(1 . "

s AP
H

night.

l'l'he attackers reportedly lo-
cal terrorists entered a restas—
rant and d ed 118 fumiture
at about 10:30 pm. They forced
the employees to open the cash
box from where the gang
snatched Tk 30,000. Later,
attacked an adjacent shop an
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March 15.

on the occasion,

evening demanding regular

petroleum prices were kep

| S | lving problems) at "

By Staff Correspondent S ' _Speaking : (centre for so Jessore. hury. and Md A Salam. solutely unchanged in 1996.

y : P Meanwhile, annthgr r'll:'l?..{lj ;_f Finance Minister SAMS Kibria | power supply. Malibagh in the city yesterday The sitar éstro. who w ]’-Fh e froms the "Sa ilita Fe 3';11 ¢ Drices conwtii
03 S e i st the thee i ac iaud SHPPOLE poid conibn > ple also thr afternoon. born in 1920, contributed to our | Parishad' are Mostafa Golam yet another area long due for an

Tk 12.000 from the passengers case against the three main ac- tiunsE of his predecessors — for- slunl Ehﬂ :It lt i i Ehahast? E""r e :

when a Dhaka-bound bus from
Gazipur reached Bishaw Road
near Joar Shahara under Can-
tonment thana in the city yes-
terday morning.

cused under the Women and
Children Repression (Special
Provision) Act, 1995 will re-
sume in the Special Court to-
INOTTOW.

mer finance ministers Saifur
Rahman and M Syeduzzaman —
in building the head office of
the central bank and ho that
ont vital issues all would work

sub-station protesting frequent
load-shedding in the area.

Birmingham City

Police say he allured peugle
through advertisements and de-
ceived them in the name of
treatment by realising money
from them.

of the Detective

Liberation War in 1971 through
creating sentiments in favour
of Bangladesh in the Western
world particularly in the USA.
Ravi Shankar said that

Quddus, Nurul Huq Sikdar,
Zinnat Ali Mian, K M Zaman
Romel, Badal Roy, Md Nurul Is-
lam, Lutfar Rahman, Md Nasir
Uddin, and Mahbub Ali.

immediate upward revision, the
Bank observed.

"However, given a very lar
and powerful farmer lobby
within the Awami League, in-

_ From Page 1 A team there was no dearth of musical Meanwhile, the Parishad creasing fertiliser price is
= ° together to build the country. dition of i b Branch (DB) police arrested | 4,10 i the country, but to de- | held a projection meeting at a  likely to be politically much
Mld-teml I'ewew meet Bangladesh Bank Governor In the evening, Marrion Dewan Golam Sarwar atabout 1 | .55 the talents of the young | local hotel yesterday. Kutub  more challenging than increas-
Lutfur Rahman Sarkar said de- | Arnott had a meeting with the Pmi ki advertissmants. we | musicians, a full-scale classical | Uddin Ahmed presided over the = ing petroleum prices,” it main-
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From Page 1

low 2.7 per cent, the year-on-
yvear rate of inflation started
picking up in December which
might be an indication of rising
inflationary pressure. This
would be aggravated with con-
tinued high rate of bank bor-
rowing by the government.

About real sector develop-
ments, the Bank noted that
while the prospects of a healthy
agricultural growth in FY ‘97
remain strong. it appears that
there is a slowdown in activities
in other sectors, manufacturing
in particular.

The Bank also noted with
concern that non-ADP expendi-
tures are likely to exceed the FY

'07 budgetary targets due to
overruns in revenue expendi-
tures and larger food account
deficits. Revenue expenditures
have come under pressure due to
unexpected interest payments
on domestic debt, increased fer-
tiliser subsidy, transfers to
arastatals such as BTMC and
B for meeting current wage
costs and increase in subsidised

dollars. It will say that import
is being curtailed forseeing that
with the expected growth of the
economy. import will rise
putting pressure on the foreign
exchange reserve,

About the slow pace of pri-
vate sector credit disbursement,
the government will clarify the
situation by saying that there
was a 30 per cent increase in
credit in 1994-95 which would
have an inflationary effect un-
less credit was squeezed, the
sources pointed out.

About the revenue position,
the government side will say
that revenue collection in-
creased by about 10 per cent, but
tax revenue has been stagnant
since 1993-94. which is a weak
point in the economy but a re-
sult of long term policy.

The government's privatisa-
tion programine may face criti-
cal review from the donors, the
sources said. But the govern-
ment will highlight its
strengthening of the privatisa-
tion board with the appoint-
ment of Manzur Elahi as its

fault loans, currently amount-
ing to Tk 13,000 crore, is one of
the major problems facing the
banking sector.

Later. the Prime Minister,
flanked by Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria and two former
finance ministers Saifur Rah-
man and Dr M Syeduzzaman.
unveiled the plaque of the
building.

She also inaugurated a mu-
ral "Society and Culture of
Bangladesh" by Prol Syed Ab-
dullah Khalid on the ground
floor of the building.

LLoad shedding

Erom Page 1

crisis as water pumps remain
unutilised.

Many people are complain-
ing that power failures off and
on were causing damage to
household electronic goods.

Currently. power plants un-
der the Power Development
Board are unable to generate
around 452 MW power due to se-

vere gas crisis in the Chittagong

president of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (BFCCI),
Yusuf Abdullah Harun.

During the meeting the
Mayor said that the Birming-
ham city council would provide
necessary assistance for im-
proving the environment of
Dhaka city.

The mayor said that the
courncil would consider provid-
ing assistance in mosquito
eradication and waste disposal.

Harun informed the mayor
of the different initiatives
taken by the government to en-
sure foreign investment.

The BFCCI president urged
the British investors as well as
the Bangladeshi's living in
Birmingham to avail the in-

vestment opportunities in Ba-
ngladesh.

promised all sorts of cures and
claimed that he could solve any
social problems.

1 held with fake
passport at
Sylhet airport

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 24: One person
was arrested at the .‘E‘éf,rlhct Os-
mani Airport yesterday after-
noon when he tried to fly for
London with a fake passport.

According to Immigration
police, Jalal Ahmed of Rajapur
under Balaganj thana tried to
fly to London counterfeiting his
pﬂﬂtn in the passport of one Al-
tebur Rahman of the same vil-

lage.

Writ: Rule nisi on govt

From Page 1
“The petitioners being en-
gaged in the protection and

.and other criminal offences,
witnesses to such offences and
prostitutes. Those who are

food distribution for the police.  chief. region. promotion of human rights placed in 'safe custody are kept

According to sources, US and "This will be a big publicity Sources in the energy min- and, in particular, concerned at  confined with convicted and
Eumpean ONnors are erly to ad\rantagg for the gnvgmment." iStI"_‘,’ also said ﬂ'lCE ex its that the Viﬂlﬂtlﬂnl of women's Flghtﬁ under trial pI‘iE{}IlET, the ]}Etl-
raise the issue of absence of pro-  said a source, "It will also show | construction. of the Ashuganj- | by the continuing practice of tion stated.

fessionalism and accountabil-
ity among the bureaucrats and
may extend cooperation to raise
their skills and simplify gov-
ermment procedures.

However, the government

that the government is not bu-
reaucrat-dependent for privati-
sation programme.”

As a special feature of the
meeting, the government will
apprise the donors of the devel-

Bakhrabad pipeline will be
completed by June next. It will
link the gas-starved Chittagong
region with the Ashuganj sys-
tem, the country's main gas
supply network. The gipelin:

imprisoning women and girls
in the name of 'safe custody’ are
filing this petition in the public
interest”, the petition stated.

It was said in the petition
that Sufia Begum is a victim of

In this regard the petition re-
ferred the case of Seema
Chowdhurr who died while in
'sale custody' at Chittagong Jail.
She was placed on 'safe custody’
after being raped allegedly by

music institute was a must.

b function.

tained.

a

will be ready with its ammuni- opments in the water sector | was earlier scheduled to be | sexual assault and the com- four policemen at the Raojan il e -

tion, though few, to counter  with the signing of the Ganges completed by April. plainant in her own case. thana. mgmm (X13 B TTIR :

these views, water sharing treaty with India. Meanwhile the government The petition also stated that "Orders to place women and TN A a8 R Wy T o T ieE By Tapem AR, 4R (W 93 iy By Ay ofisee srS niey fay
According to some sources, has decided to place a bill in the | according to news reports pub- rls in 'safe custody’ are issued m#; o B AL e e

hi’lfslim mtfttll*]nmmt '-;-'ill em-  the government wiil seek to Jatiya Sangsad on "load man- "f‘hid on kI;;:;]:ruary 6 Sufia, 35, y magistrates sul?] y in the ex- ki CHPR D T :

p se € current accoun sencitise the donors about the ement to restrict commercial of Chan i. Betagi, Borguna ercise of an undefined discre- : e

deficit has not widened and if  vast scope of investment cre- lalgc of electricity after 8 pm, was stripped nake andgviuu tionary power which is sup- Mﬂ Wm b mﬁm WWW | WW{@
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will narrow down, the sources
said.

Export has grown by seven
per cent while import by one
and a half per cent in the last
six months. Remittance has
gone u{) by 'an appreciable’ 20
per cent.

The government will also
highlight that aid disbursement
has improved over the months
by about six per cent and the

system through larger scale in-
vestment.

However, the government
will not come forward with any
specific projects.

“This is a new opportunity
for us. Before the treaty, we
could not take up any major
project on common water. The
donors also used to ask us about
water-sharing whenever we
sought their assistance in this

s

din%.
he government's other
schemes include a 320 MW
]fawe;nglant in Meghna Ghat, a
00 barge mounted plant in
Khulna, one plant in
Sikalbaha, ﬂmlnnt in Haripur,
and a 60 plant in My-
mensingh.
All these plants will be built

either by the private sector or
under joint collaboration with

and marbles into her private
parts.

At first she was hospitalised,
them taken to the 'safe custody’
in Barguna Jail where she was
handcuffed to a bed. but given
serious deterioration of her
health, she was then taken to
Borguna Hospital, the petition

.iule%#.
“The petitioners often found
that the women and miner girls

tition submitted.

e petition further stated,
"Detention of Sufia and other
women and girls in 'safe cus-
tody’ is a violation of their fun-
damental rights to equality and
equal protection of law as guar-
antu:tl

‘the

by Articles 27, 28 and 31°

of the Constitution, is as much
as it appears that only female
victims or witnesses of crimi-
nal offences are placed in 'safe
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