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New Pak govt seeks cooperation, good ties with India

Sharif vows to form special
teams to end red-tapism

ISLAMABAD, Feb 24: Pak-
istan's new Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif Sunday vowed to
form special teams to end red-
tapism, reports Xinhua.

These teams would take
stock of the situation in two to
three de nts daily, Nawaz
said Sunday in his first
televised speech after becoming
prime minister.

Provincial and federal cabi-
nidm would be small in size, he

His Eovemmmt will do ac-
countability on certain given
standards and foes and friends
will be equally treated, Nawaz
said. |

Every official who has
served on high posts will have
to lﬁ:: account of his assets
wi the next 15 days, he said.

No person including the
president, the prime minister,

governors, chief ministers and
chiefs of armed forces would be
allowed to import cars without
duty, he said.

0 politician or Fuv:rnnmnt
official would be allowed to go
abroad for medical treatment
on government expense, he
said.

Security guards would be
removed from the residences of
the influentials, ministers, ad-
visors and high officials,
Nawaz said.

The rich and the poor will be

treated equally.
Earlier A.F‘g says: New Pak
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif

said Sunday his government
would seek cooperation and

good neighbourly relations
with India.

In a nationwide television
address, Sharif said Pakistan

would strive for peaceful set-
tlement of problems with India
through negotiations.

He expressed the hope that
the dispute with India over
Kashmir, which has caused two
of the three wars between the
two countries since their inde-
pendence in 1947, would be re-
solved through dialogue.

But he gll:dg:d continued
moral and diplomatic support
for the "just" cause of the
Kashmiri people, a reference to
a Muslim separatist cam
in the India-controlled south-
ern two-thirds of Kashmir.

Pakistan, which controls
the northern third of Kashmir,
calls the camp a legitimate
struggle for self-determination.
India accuses it of fuelling the
separatist drive which has
claimed more than 17,000 lives

-since 1989.

Sharif vowed that Pakistan
would continue its "peaceful”
nuclear programme and main-
tain an effective defence capa-
bility at all costs.

fence is our foremost pri-
ority," he said, adding that Pak-
istan could not lower its defence
until the Kashmir dispute was
resolved and peace guaranteed
in South Asia on the basis of
equality and sovereignty of its
nations.

He said Pakistan would re-

sist any pressure to accept uni-
lateral or discriminatory curbs
on its nuclear programme.
' Sharifl said his government
would support international ef-
forts to combat all forms of ter-
rorism.

The prime minister termed
traditional close relations with
China the cornerstone of Pak-

istan's foreign policy.

Childm wa

Lul
ot

tch through a barrier at the Saint Jean-Baptiste

hurch of Belleville in

eastern Paris early on Sunday, hours before police evacuated some 400 illegal immigrants,
most Chinese, who occupied the church to protest the year's delay in the state's
regularisation of their status. The mayor of the 19th arrondissement, Roger Madec,
blasted the evacuation ordered by the mayor of Paris, declaring that the action "reveals
the incapacity of the government to resolve the problems of immigration other than with

force."

—AFP/UNB photo

'Zaire won't talk with rebels

AL ARAN S IYANGON, Feb 24: A Uffifed

despite their victories'

' KISANGANI, Zaire, Feb 24:
Zaire will never n ate with
anti-government rebels, despite
their continued victories in
eastern Zaire, the president's
son said, reports AP.

"Our position remains the
same from the start. We will not
discuss or negotiate whatso-
ever," Nzanga Mobutu, who
serves as his father's
spokesman, told The Associ-
ated Press in a telephone inter-
view Sunday from southern
France.

Even as he spoke, govern-
ment officials in the rian
capital, Kinshasa, were conced-
ing the rebels had advanced to-
ward the government's north-
east milim{ﬁth:adquartcrn in

ani, country's third-

city.
e Defence Ministry said

Kalima, a small town
about 180 miles (290 kms)

lar

‘South of Ki ani, came under
rebel control Saturday. The
rebel advance prompted more
than 25,000 I'l:g.l ees who had
taken refuge in ima to flee
into the forest.

Most of the refugees are
Rwandan Hutus who have been
on the road since the 1994 Hutu-
orchestrated slaughter of a
half-million Rwandan Tutsis.
They are reluctant to return
home for fear of reprisals by the
Tutsi-led government in
Rwanda.

Rebel spokesman Moise
Nyarugabo Muhizi said the
rebels were moving from
Kalima south to Kindu, a dis-
tance of 75 miles (120 kms) to
try to capture one of two gov-
E:;:mcnt airports in eastern

re.

"We can be in Kindu in a few
days.” Nyarugabo said.

He said of Nzanga Mobutu
ruling out negotiations: "If they
accept, we will talk. if they
refuse, we will go on fighting."

Refugee workers fear the
rebels will next attack the
160,000 people in the Tingi-
Ti refugee camp, 150 es
(240 kms) southeast of Kisan-
gani. Laurent Kabila, leader of

the rebel Alliance of Demo-
cratic Forces for the Liberation
of Congo-Zaire, alleges Zaire's
government has armed former
Rwandan Hutu soldiers and
militiamen among the refugees
at the camp. _
Capt. Ndgoli Esenge Ekeli, a
] adviser to the ministry of
defense, said the "the determi-
nation of the rebels to attack
the refugees demonstrates Lau-
rent Kabila does nothing but
obey the Tutsis in their objec-
tive to exterminate the Hutus."”

_IQIA-TﬁO, Russia hold
2nd round of talks

BRUSSELS, Feb 24: With
NATO pressing ahead with ex-
pansion plans despite Moscow’s
objections, Russia's foreign
minister visited Brussels on
Sunday to try to win conces-
:gns the alliance, reports

Y ny Primakov met with
NATO -General Javier
Solana in the second round of

talks aimed at fo a charter
outlining the future relation-
ship between Russia and the al-
liance.

Both sides a news
blackout on the , held at
Solana's residence r than

at the headquarters of the 16-
nation alliance.

Moscow opposes NATO's
plans to take in new members,
including at least some of Rus-
sia's former allies in the now
defunct Warsaw Pact.

Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Re are thought to
head the list.

Ghinva 'protecting real

killer', says Benazir

KARACHI, Feb 24: Former
rime minister Benazir Bhutto
unday accused her slain

brother's widow of of
a plot to frame Benazir Bhutto's
Rtl.;lhand for the murder, reports

In her second day of testi-
mony to a three-judge panel in-
vestigating the shoo death
of Murtaza Bhutto, Ms. r
;la.id gllf i:::::d man's widow, {‘{ll;

va Bhutto, was "protecting
real killer.” e

Murtaza Bhutto, 42, was
killed in a hail of
outside his residence in south-
ern port city of Karachi on
September 20, less than six
weeks before his sister's gov-
ernment was dismissed on
charges of corruption and eco-
nomic ineptitude.

In a testimony Saturday.
Benazir accused sident Fa-
rooq Leghari, the man who
sacked her, of conspiracy i her

brather's assassination in or-
der to justify the dismissal of
her government.

s Benazir's husband, Asif
Ali Zardari, was jailed imme-
diately after her November 5
ouster and has been charged
Eﬂth planning Murtaza's mur-

er.

Clad in white, Benazir
Bhutto maintained her compo-
sure Sunday, after breaking
down into tears on several oc-
casions during her first day of
testimony.

She denied that her rela-
tionship with her late brother
was estranged, saying reports
that she threw a plate at him
during their last meeting were
false.

“l1 have never thrown a plate
in my life." she said.

Murtaza had condemned his
sister's government as corrupt
and led a break-away faction of
her Pakistan People's Party.

AMMAN, Feb 24: Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu said on Sunday he
wants Jerusalem to be a city of
ptl:ran: for I:Eﬂl d:wn and Arabs,
S al his government
had t plans for both
communities, reports AFP.

“We want to see Jerusalem a
city of peace for both Jews and
Arabs and all our regard-
i Jerusalem., all of them
:l!hcmt exception, include de-
velopment plans for Arab

bourhoods as well as Jew-

ish neighbourhoods.,” Ne-
tanyahu said at a press confer-
mm with Jordan's King Hus-
"We do not view the devel-

opment of Jerusalem as
developing the Jewish p: ra;d%
leaving undeveloped l& es-
tinian parts.” he said, ing
that the t ha m-
mitted financially to d p-
ing infrastructure in th .y's
Arab communities.

Jordanian Infor: ion

Sunday, on ways "ver-

come thtf:e obstacles which
threaten peace pro« 8, No-
tably Israel's settieme:. policy
and the question of Jer. dem.

The two leaders me* behind
closed doors at the Ro .| Palace
before expanding the Jks to

Netanyahu wants Jerusalem to

be city of peace fo. ' Jews, Arabs

“include senior officials from

u‘# Israeli governmen
sraeli t an-
nounced this week that it would
s00n construction of a
new Jewish urhood in
annexed Arab east Jerusalem,
which the Palestinians claim
as the capital of a future state.

The Jordanian monarch re-
iterated on Thursday his oppo-
sition to the settlement policy
of lsrael's rightwing govern-
ment. which "would modify the
situation” in Jerusalem before
the start of talks on the final
status of Palestinian self-rule
areas in the West Bank and
(Gaza Strip.

Gunman opens fire
on tourists at

Empire State

Jdge: 1 kalled

NEW YORK, Feb 24: A 69-

year-old Palestinian on Sunda
opened fire into a crowd o
tourists on the 86th-floor ob-
E,EMHBTH deck kgflj the Empire

tate ding, one per-
son and wounding sir;:g uth:rsp:hﬁ
fore shmﬂnﬁ himself, Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani said, reports
Reuter.

The dead included a young

musician from Denmark,

the injured was his mu-

sician friend from Connecticut,

a 52-year-old Argentine, a 32-

Ear-?]ld S“I'lss Eatiurﬁlal, a

nch couple and a 35-year-
old New anﬂ man.

Giuliani said the nman
was in "life threate ' condi-
tion, his documents if valid
identified him as Ali Abu Ka-
mal from Ramallah in the West
Bank. He was born in Jaffa.

The sh occurred about
5 pm est (2200 GMT) and sent
hundreds of tourists on the 86th
floor of the s raper scatter-
ing for safety. Witnesses said
they dived to the floor as bursts
of rang out and some re-
ceived injuries in the melees
that ensued.

1 UN envoy meets

Suu Kyi

Nations envoy visiting Myan-
mar last week met pro-democ-
racy activist Awsg.r] Stmri Ky
and Shan upggsitiun leader
Khun Htun as well as
Myanmar junta officials, re-
ports AFP.

Khun Htun Oo said today
that Francesc Vendrell director
of the East Asia Desk in the
UN's political affairs depart-
ment, had called on him at his
office Friday for first-hand in-
formation on the Shan posi-
tion.

A source close to Aung San
Suu Kyi confirmed today that
she had met the UN representa-

tive but gave no details.
Vendrell met several gov-
ernment figures, including

junta member lieutenant gen-
eral Maung Thint, the Minister
for Development of Border Ar-
eas and National Races, and
Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw.

He was unsuccess-
ful, however, in attempts to see
senior junta figure lieutenant-
general Khin Nyunt, the head of
military intelligence.

Karen civilians
flee rebels” HQs

amid fear of attack

BANGKOK, Feb 24: Hundreds
of ethnic Karen civilians began
today to evacuate the rebels’
headquarters in southern My-
anmar as government troops

e poised to attack an official
of the Karen National Union
(KNU) said, reports AFP.

Speaking by a radio-tele-

hone link from the KNU's
ourth brigade base at Min-
sthamee some four kilometres
from Thailand Kwe Htoo Win
said about 3,000 ple. mainly
women and children would be
leaving heading for the Thai
border.

Myanmar government for-
ces were poised to attack from
the west and the north, about 15
miles (10 kilometres) away, he
said.

"Most people are leaving on
foot and a l'gw have {:arlE he

said.
are worried because the
SLORC troops are close but

there is no panic.

ROK president
comes under fire
in parliament

SEOUL., Feb 24: South Ko-
rean President Kim Young-sam
came under fire in Parliament
today as he was set to apologise

for his son and close confidants
ensnared in a stormy loan

scandal, reporte AFP.
In Parliament. the opposi-
tion fired a barrage of charges

the father and son, forc-
ing Prime Minister Lee Soo-
Sung to apologise for the in-
volvement of ruling party
members and an ex home min-
ister in the loans-for kick-
backs scandal.

'l acutely feel sorry.” the
prime minister said, as opposi-
tion MPs accused the govern-
ment of whitewashing and cov-

ering up an alleged role by the
precsident’'s second son, Kim

. Hyun-chul, in the scandal.
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"Yes, who's this ?"

"It's me Aziz, did you read the newspaper today ?"

"I was reading it when you called".

"Did you see the ad from PBTL ?"

"Which one ?"

"The one showing two people talking about this great new

deal on MOTOROLA phones ?"

“No, | haven't reached that part yet".

"Arey Miah, PBTL has slashed upto 15,000 taka on

“MOTOROLA phoves-

T"TUptfo 15,000 taka less!”™
"Yes, and it's about time you got yourself one."

"You're right ! It's now or never. Hey Aziz, could

you come to Pacific Center today, say about

10.30 am ?"

"Okay, I'll be there."

| "Heh | Heh | I'll be there, t00."

TX. /- Tk /- _.
*Tk. 19,900/- ['ll be there.

* A refundable security deposit of Tk. 5000/- will be charged in addifion to the prices listed above.
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PACIFIC BANGLADESH TELECOM LIMITED, 4/FLR . PACIFIC CENTER, 14, MOHAKHALI C.A., TEL : 882186, 882187, 885281, 885282,




