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Kibria claims
much progress
in many areas

As the Bangladesh Aid Group
sits here today for a mid-term
review of the country's econ-
omy, Finance Minister Shah
AMS Kibria said much progress
has been achieved in many sec-
tors and he is fully braced to

meet the donors.
“T'm fully equip

agencies who bankroll

"I thought that it wou

Kibria said.

The present government, he
said, feels that there should be
good understanding between the
government of Bangladesh and
the development partners so

See Page 12 Col 1

Pakistan back to
weekend holiday

on Sunday

ISLAMABAD. Feb 24: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif ordered
Pakistan's return to the week-
end holiday on Sunday instead |
of Friday after more than 20 !

years, reports Reuter.

He announced the switch
yesterday in his first televised)
address to the nation a week af-

ter taking office.

Friday was made the Islamie¢
weekend in Pakistan in the
1970's by then prime minist
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in an at-
tempt to appease Islamic clergy.

harif said the holiday dan
Friday had been mostly used for
social occasions rather than for

Islamic prayers.

"To give Friday its due stﬁ!.'us
and to restore its sanctity, we
have decided to have holiday on

Sunday." he said.

But. he said, offices would
close at midday on Friday so
that people could go to mosques

for Jumma prayers.
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d and pre-
pared for the mid-term brief-
ing.” he told UNB yesterday
ahead of the two-day meeting
with the donor countries and
the
country's development prn_}elr.‘ts_

d be
useful to review the progress ol
the implementation of the pro
grammes and policies at a time
when the government will be in
the office for some months.”

threaten

The government and the
don¢r community sit in the city
this' morning for a mid-term
review of the economy, taking
sto¢k of the developments in it
and the commitments made to
the' donors.

The meeting is being held at
a time when the World Bank
lhas noted in its just prepared
economic update that macro-
economic stability is threat-

~ enfed needing urgent corrective

measures and signs of growing
weaknesses in the fiscal ac-

unts are emerging. "It seems
very likely that the government
mlIT once again be confronted
with a financing problem in FY
'97." the update said.

It also pointed out that bal-

' Yasmin murder

' Police allegedly

- threatened a

witness to
beat her up

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Feb 24: Nine
more witnesses of the Yasmin
rape and murder case were
cross-examined by prosecution
and defence counsels in the Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge court,
here today.

Two of the Witnesses — Sul-
tana and Mariam — both
of them prostitutes in their de-

sitions said the police and

SB personnel forced them to
identify the dead body of Yas-
min as of Banu another prosti-
tute. Otherwise, the police
threatened them that they
would be sent to jail, the wit-
nesses told the couart.

While testifying Mariam
sought protection from the
court, saying that some police-
men of Dinajpur on Sunday had
threatened to break her arms
and legs if she deposed against
the accused policemen.

The Judge, however, told Ab-
dur Rahim: a senior advacate
Dinajpur, to fequest the DC
arrange security for the prosti-

See Page 12 Cal 2

- Manzoor murder
Hearing not held,

next date Apr 27
By Staff Correspondent

Hearing of the Manzoor
murder case in which former
President and Jatiya Party
chief H M Ershad is the main
accused could not be held in the
court of the additional district
JLIEIiI!E yesterday, as Ershad
could not appear before the
court.

Yousuf Hossain Humayun,
legal counsel of Ershad, told the
court that his client could not
appear before the court as he
was engaged in a meeting of a
standing committee ol the
Jatiyva Sangsad.

e court fixed April 27 as
the next date of he :

Ershad, accused in 17 cases,
following his ouster from power

in a mass upsurge in 1990, was
released on ast month.

Hearing of Ershad's DIT plot
case is scheduled to be held in
the court of the 7th additional
district judge today. Hearing of
lhcufu d smuggling case is
scheduled for the next day, Er-
shad's counsel said.
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WB report ahead of today's review meeting
Macro-economic stability
ed, BOP fragile

By Inam Ahmed

ance of payment is becoming
increasingly fragile.
Representatives of all the 30
multilateral and bilateral in-
stitutions and countries who
are members of the Aid to

Bangladesh Consortium will at-
tend the first-ever briefing on
the state of economy, taking
place at the NEC auditorium.

In the meeting, spread over
two days and six sessions, all to
be chaired by Finance Minister
S A M S Kibria, the donors are
likely to raise a number of con-
tentious issues, mainly weak-
ness in project approval and
implementation, low level of
professionalism of the admin-
istration and a weak fiscal sit-
uation.

"Even though the external
current account deficit through
November 1996 — amounting to
310 million dollars — was less
than half of the FY '96 current
account deficit through Novem-
ber 1995, the fragility of the
balance of paymients appears to
be increasing,” observed the
World Bank 1::{3011‘ :

It also noted, "With respect to
bank credits, there are worri-
some developments which
could lead to aggregate demand
pressures with a pick up in
manufacturing activity.”

About inflation, it said that
although the 12-monthly mov-
ing average inflation rate
through December 1996 was a

See Page 12 Col 1
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thorities.

Police yesterday tried to evict several families res
99 and 99/1 Dhalkanagar under Sutrapur thana in the
city, allegedly with the help of 'maastans’ who, claiming
authority under a court decree, pillaged through the
houses. But the residents said they had no prior
intimation about any court order. Police said they worked
under court order but denied involvement of 'maastans.’
Later, the residents obtained a court order which stayed
the eviction order. But who would pay for the mess, asked
Tajul Islam and Meser Ali, who had been living in these
abandoned houses since 1972 taking lease from the au-

........

iding at
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Taking women to 'safe custody’

Three hurman rights organi-
sations filed a writ petition
challenging the continuing
practice of taking women and
girls in 'safe custody'. upon
which the High Court yesterday
issued a rule nisi on the gov-
ernment.

In the specific case of Sufia
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Begum of Barguna, the HC by
the rule nisi directed the gov-
ernment to show cause within
two weeks as to why Sufia Be-
gum, the detenu kept in 'safe
custody’ in Barguna Jail. should
not be brought before this court
so that it may satisfy itself that
she is not being held in custody
without lawful authority or in
an unlawful manner.
Bangladesh Legal Aid and

Rule nisi on govt after
3 HR bodies file writ

By SC Correspondent

Services Trust, Ain-O-Salish
Kendra and Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad filed the writ against
the government represented by
the Secretary. Ministry of
Home Affairs. Secretary, Min-
istry of Law, Justice and Par-
liamentary Affairs. Inspector
General of Prisons, Inspector
General of Police, Jailor of Bar-
guna Jail and the Deputy Com-
missioner. Barguna.

Dr Kamal Hossain assisted
by Barrister Sara Hossain and
Advocate Md Ramjan Al
Sikder moved the case before
the division bench of the HC
comprising Justice Mainur
Reza Chowdhury and Justice
MA Aziz.

See Page 12 Col 4
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WB for raising
petroleum and

fertiliser prices
Star Report

The World Bank has recom-
mended that the petroleum and
fertiliser prices should be in-
creased immediately to boost
revenue collection.

In its economic update pre-
pared for today's mid-term re-
view meeting of the donors with
the government, the Bank has
said, "Apart from pruning the
ADP size, the government
should consider measures such
as revising some of the admin-
istered prices in order to boost
revenue collection immediately
and thus avoid excessive re-
liance on domestic borrowing.”

The report further added,
"among the administered

- prices, petroleum price is a ma-

jor candidate for an immediate
upward revision."

It said in 1996 crude oil
prices in international markets
increased almost 21 per cent
over the yearly average price in
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WB-aided projects
Cabinet approves
suggestions for
solving problems

The cabinet approved the
recommendations for solvin
the procedural and structura
problems in implementing the
World Bank-aided projects, re-
ports UNB.

An official release said the
approval was given in a cabinet
meeting at the Prime Minister's
Office yesterday morning.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was in the chair.

The cabinet also approved
the proposed programmes of
Independence and National Day
of 1997. As per proposal, from
now children's rally will be
held at Dhaka Stadium on
March 26.

On the Victory Day on De-
cember 16, wreaths will be
placed at Savar National Mau-
soleum and parade of combined
forces will be held at the Na-
tional Parade Square in the
capital.

Except for Dhaka, the pro-
grammes of Independence and
National Day and Victory Day
in districts and thanas will re-

4" fain tnehanged a5 béfore..:. . 1§

The cabinet also gave ap-
proval to the amendment pro-

sal of International Centre
or Diarrhoeal Disease Re-
search, Bangladesh Ordinance
1978,

Deng’s death: Nat’l
flag to fly at
half-mast today

The national flag will flv at
half-mast today atop the
buildings of all government.
semi-government and au-
tonomous organisations, re-
ports UNB.

The government has taken
the decision in honour of late
Chinese Communist Part
leader Deng Xiaoping, said a
official handout yesterday.

President signs
condolence book

Presider. oJustice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed yesterday
signed the condolence book
opened at the Chinese Embassy

See Page 12 Col 8

Birmingham City
Council to help

eradicate mosquito

Visiting Mayor of Birming-
ham City Council Ms Marrion
Arnott-Job called on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her
office yesterday, reports UNB.

Ms Arnott-Job, wuwu is lead-
ing a six-member delegativin on
a 10-day visit to Bangladesh,
lauded the Prime Minister's ef-
forts and commitment in dif-
ferent national and interna-
tional fora. specially to im-
prove the socio-economic corn-

See Page 12 Col 4
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The irritating load shedding
of power in the country is un-
likely to improve before June
next when the Ashuganj-
Bakhrabad gas pipeline is
scheduled to be completed, al-
lowing gas supplies from
Ashuganj to the gas-starved

wer stations connected with
the Bakhrabad systems in Chit-
tagong.

"The good news is we might
add 530 MW power at the end of
the year by launching the sec-
ond unit of the 210 MW Raozan
power plant and resuming
power generation in eight other
old plants which are undergo-
ing maintenance." said a PDB
official.

The second unit of the
Raozan power plant is expected
to go into operation in Septem-

Load shedding unlikely to
improve before June

By Sharier Khan

ber. The eight plants will re-
sume power generation in
phases by December, the offi-
cial said. The eight plants, five
oil-based and three gas-based,
are capable of generating 320
MW power, the official said.

"But the bad news is. we will
continue to have at least 100
MW load shedding this year. no
matter what we do. This is be-
cause of the poor gas supply sit-
uation and power distribution
system which need to be up-
graded to meel our ever-growing
needs,” the ofticial said. "Gas
shortage will continue to a cer-
tain proportion even when the
Ashuganj-Bakhrabad system
will be completed.”

The current level of load
shedding fluctuates between 150
MW and 250 MW in peak hours

EVEEyday. The level of load
sheddipg was 240 MW vyester-
day.

Almost all parts of the
Dhaka city are experiencing
load shedding more than twice
daily. These areas include Ut-
tara. Gulshan, Banani, Mo-
hakhali, Moghbazar, Bangla
Motor, Karwan Bazar, Green
Road, Dhanmondi, Zigatola,
Mohammadpur. Mirpur, Ele-
phant Road, Azimpur, Moti-
jheel. Paltan, Shahjahanpur,
Goran and all parts of the old
town. :

In many areas like Jatrabari
and Demra power failure is fre-
quent. five to six times every-
day. Due to such frequent power
failures, residents of these ar-
eas are also facing severe water
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Shangu gas fields

Drilling in 2 more wells
begins tomorrow

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Feb 24: The
stage is set for launching a
nine-month-long drilling op-
eration in two more gas wells in
the Bay of Bengal near Kutubdia
channel from February 26, offi-
cial sources said.

__The two gas wells were iden-
tified as Shangu-3 and Shangu-
4 located near Shangu-1 and 2
having a huge gas reserve.

'l always feel a
strong urge 1o
visit Bangladesh'

World renowned sitarist,
musicologist and composer
Pandit Ravi Shankar yesterday
said that classical music, being
the cardinal source of Indian
music, will remain as a forceful
medium ol music. reports BSS.

. Speaking to newsmen at a

press briefing at Hotel Sonar-
See Page 12 col 6

A drilling rig unit having a
high powered rig vessel is
scheduled to arrive at this site
tomorrow to carry out the
drilling operation in Shangu-3
and 4 wells, the sources said.

The drilling rig is being
towed from Singapore to the
site in the Bay by two tug ves-
sels.

Earlier, a barge loaded with
the required equipment and a
helicopter arrived at the site in
January this year. The heli-
copter is meant for keeping con-
tact with the shore as well as
the vessels stationed at the Bay.
the sources said. -

British exploration com-
pany Cairn Energy, which has
discovered gas in the Sangu Val-
ley in the off-shore of Bay of
Bengal last year, is hopeful of
supplying gas to the dwellers of
the port city by the second quar-
ter of 1998.

Meanwhile. the Chittagong
PortsArmthority issued a police
to mariners to be caretul in op-
erating ships and other vessels
around the drilling site in the
Bay. officials said.

The decision for drilling in
Shangu-3 and Shangu-4 was
taken after completion of seis-
mic survey at the site about five
months ago, the sources said.

Two foreign companies —
Cairn Energy Plc and Sea
Search Holland Bangladesh —
under a joint venture with
state-owned Petrobangla signed
a production sharing contract
in 1994 and then began a survey
in the Bay.

30-storey BB building opens

Govt firm to streamline
banking sector: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said the government is
determined to restore discipline
in the country's banking and
financial sector removing all
the flaws from the money mar-
ket, reports UNB.

With this objective, a high-
powered committee has been
constituted for recommending
reformative measures in the
banking sector, she said inau-

urating a 30-storey Bangla-

gesh Bank building in the city's
commercial hub of Motijheel
yesterday. ‘

The building. the tallest in
the country. was built at a cost
of about Tk 100 crore. With a
height of about 3.500 feet, the
central bank head office has a
floor space of 5.96 lakh square
feet.

Inaugurating the building,
the Prime Minister also men-
tioned the constitution of a task
force as a measure to recover
huge amount of default loan.

“The huge amount of unre-
covered loans lying in this sec-
tor is mainly due to flawed pol-
icy, faulty actions and viola-
tion of rules in the past.” she
said.

The Prime Minister sought
cooperation of all in bringing
back discipline in the banking
sector, which she said is essen-
tial for accelerating the overall
pace of the country's develop-
mernt.

She said the government had
also taken various measures to
niake the national economy

dynamic and vibrant.
See Page 12 Col 3

Heated debate

in JS over
Khaleda’s

Feni meeting

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day witnessed a brief but heated
debate between the ruling
Awami League and opposition
BNFP on the public meeting of
Leader of the Opposition and
BNF chief Begum Khaleda Zia
scheduled to be held at the Feni
airport tomorrow afternoon.

Taking part in the discus-
sion on the President's address,
BNF lawmaker Abul Kalam
Azad charged the ruling party
for "attempting to foil" Begum
Zia's Feni meeting and termed
the act as one aimed at reestab-
lishing one-party rule in the
country. He alleged that police

See Page 12 col 7

Charles’ wvisit to
help promote

bilateral trade

Ry Statff Correspondent ,

Prince Charles of Britain
will visit some British aided
projects besides meeting gov-
ernment leaders during his
three-day stay in Bangladesh
beginning tomorrow.

Stating this at a press brief-
ing at a city hotel yesterday Dr
David McMahon, Second Secre-
tary of the British High Com-
mission. said that the visit
would also help promote trade
between the two countries.

Ton Van Zutphen of Action-
Aid, Rose Tenyson, John Mec-
Nell of Cairn Energy group and
Fawzia Z Hossain of British
Council were present at the
brieling.

See Page 12 Col 3

Probe into Shima’s
death begins

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 24: The
one-member enquiry comimis-
sion comprising Dalil Uddin
Ahmed. retired judge of the
High Court, today hryi_fan probe
into the death of Shima
Chowdhury. official sources
said.

The retired judge today vis-
ited Raozan thana where Shima
Chowdhury was allegedly raped
by four police personnel on Oc-
tober last year, the sources
added. He also visited Chit-
tagong jail in the afternoon.

Dali]] Uddin Ahmed is stay-
ing at Chittagong Circuit House.
He arrived here from Dhaka
yesterday.

Meanwhile, the special court
for trial of cases of repression
on women and children today
set a fresh date on March 2 for
hearing the rape case of Shima,
sources in the court said.
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Leaders of the two panels

BGMEA elections.

f

— Mostafa {nlam udua (L)

and Anisur Rahman Sinha - ‘
their projection meetings yesterday, the day before the

at Sonargaon Hotel after
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BGMEA election today

By Staff Correspondent

Election to the nine vacant

sts of the executive commit-
tee of the Bangladesh Garments
Manufactures and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) will be
held today at the association's
oflice.

Two panels, the BGMEA 'Fo-
rum' and the ‘'Sammilita
Parishad,' are contesting the
election.

Anisur Rahman Sinha, pres-
ident of the BGMEA in leading
the 'BGMEA Forum' while
Mostafa Golam Quddus, who
had headed the former BGMEA
steering committee on child
labour and safety measures, is
leading the' Sammilita
Parishad.’

Of the 2,700 BGMEA mem-
bers, 1,485 will cast their votes.
Of them, 291 are fmmvrlﬁh:}t;:
tago region. Voting
tﬁdnﬁ-‘%:m am to 5 pm.

Each year, nine out of the 27
members of the executive com-
mittee resigns to hold a fresh
election to re-elect the new of-
fice bearers.

The Sammilita Parishad
has declared a 32-point mani-
festo which includes initiatives

See Page 12 col 7
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"CONFIRM YOUR RESERVATI
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT SHERATON LOBBY

23RD TO 26TH FEB ' 97

"HELP THE CHILDREN WITH AUTISM"

WW@W

DHAKA SHERATON, WINTER GARDEN
MARCH 5TH, 1997,

6.30P.M

ON TODAY WITHIN THE LIMITED CAPACITY
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