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Col (Rtd) Farooq (L) an

d Taheruddin Thakur (C), accused in

the Bangabandhu murder case, were produced in the court

yesterday.

— Star photo

Bangabandhu murder
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lawyers of both the sides were
seen locked in exchange of
words at least on four occa-
sions.

A short while after the ac-
cused were taken to the dock, a
newsmarn was seen approaching
them. At this the prosecution
shouting at the top of their
voice lawyers started demand-
ing ouster of the newsman from
the court room.

At that time, the defence
lawyers also shouted to point
out that there was a demonstra-
tion outside the court. The pro-
ceedings of the court was inter-
rupted as both the sides ex-
changed words. Some of them
were seen folding the siecves of
their shirts.

One of the defence lawyers,

Mahbubur Rahman, a BNP MP
and a former minister in Er-
shad regime, opened the argu-
ment pleading for his client
Zobaida Rashid. At one stage
during the argument. he uttered
the world revolution’ while re-
ferring to the incidents of Au-
gust 15, 1975. At this. a section
of lawyers present at the court
rais::?'a hue and cry for the
third time.
. Lastly, when Zobaida
Rashid, one of the six accused,
made an attempt to show the
'marks of injuries’ on her
hands, the lawyers uttered abu-
sive words which led to another
chaotic situation inside the
court roormi.

At this stage Additional
CMM of court number 2, ad-
journed the proceedings for 10
minules during which the ac-
cused were escorted out of the
court.

The court upon scrutiny of
the retraction stateinent of Be-
gum Zobaida Rashid, passed an
order receiving' the same in the
record of the Bangabandhu
murder case.

Zobaida. one of the accused
in the Bangabandhu murder
case and wile of Col (dismissed)
Khandaker Abdur Rashid. an
accused absconder charge-
sheeted in the case, yesterday
submitted an application before
the court for retraction of her
confessional statement alle-
gedly taken through coercion
and false assurance,

[t was alleged that
she was told that her two growmn
up daughters were in police
custody and that her husband
had surrendered to the police.

"The interrogating police of-
ficer of the CID indicated that
he was the Investigating Oflicer.
He proposed to me that if [ agree
to their proposal to sign a corl-
fessional statement prepared by
them. they will release my
r_‘lﬂuf‘htrrs, ensure the bail of m
husband and send me bac
home." she said in the retrac-
tion statement.

"Otherwise, they said that
torture on me will continue, my
daughters' safety and security
will be at stake and my husband
will be destroyed.”

Giving a description of the
torture, she alleged that at
times she was not even allowed
to answer the call of nature.

Sherpur farmers
get fertiliser

distribution cards

From Our Correspondent

SHERPUR, Feb 20: Agricul-
ture Minister Motia Chowdhury
inaugurated a new system for
fertiliser distribution in four
thanas of the district today.

She handed over fertiliser
distribution cards among the
farmers at Bhatshala of Sadar
thana, at Kalibari of Jhinaigati
thana, in the High School
premises of Nakla thana and at
Nalitabari. She told the farm-
ers that fertiliser would be
gradually distributed through-
out the country to ensure its
availability to the farmers.

Local MPs, Atiur Rahman
Atik and Abdul Bari, were pre-
sent.

the Agriculture Minister said,
some one and a half lakh farm-
ers of the district would be ben-
efitted from the cards dis-
tributed under the 'Sherpur
Model' scheme. "We will intro-
duce the card system of fertil-
izer distribution in other dis-
tricts she said.

Talking to The Daily Star

JASAS honours
O for their role
in ’52 movement

Jatiyvatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS)
accorded a reception and
awarded nine eminent persorn-
alities of the country for their
outstanding role in the historic
Language Movement of 1948-52,
reports UNB.

They are Maulana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhasani (post-
humous]), Prof Dewan Mo-
hammad Azraf, Prof M Shahed
Ali Prof Abdul Gafur, Dr Nurul
‘uy Bhuiyan, Kazi Golam
Jdahbub, Sanaullah Nurn, Ol
.ulad and Mirza Golam Halfiz.

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury dis-
tributed crests among the lan-
fuage heroes at a function or-
ganised at Ramna Green yester-

™ Tofael
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Prof Shahjahan was earlier
nominated for the awarded.

Khandaker Mosharraf said
Prof Shahjahan was nominated
for the award by a high-powered
committee last year. He was not
given the award though he was
invited to the award pgiving
ceremony yesterday. is is
unprecedented and disgraceful
Mosharraf said and demanded
a probe into the incident.

Tofael, who was also a mem-
ber of the nomination commit-
tee, said that the BUET authori-
ties had lodged a corruption
case against Prof Mohammad
Shahjahan and so the award
was not handed over to him as
it might prejudice the case. The
teachers of the BUET had also
demanded removal of Prof
Shahjahan from the post of the
VC, Tofael added. The industries
minister also observed that
anyhody receiving a national
award should be 'clean’ and
there should not be any case
against him.

Badruddoza Chowdhury ar-
gued that one could not be de-
nied the award he deserved on
the plea of a case against him.
Corruption charge against Prof
Shahjahan is yet to be proved,
he said. He said, there might be
many allegations against
‘many of us in this House'. It is a
very undemocratic act’ that af-
ter inviting Shahjahan, he was
not given the award. "Disposal
of a case is a matter of the
court’, he added.

"This is done with a political
motive”, the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in the House
said.

But, Tofael Ahmed said a
person, against whom a corrup-
tion case is lodged, can't be
honoured with the Ekushey
Padak. He said further that the
previous BNP government had
made Prof Shahjahan, 18th in
the serial. VC of the BUET su-
perseeding others. "We made Dr
Igbal Mahmood, who topped
the serial. the VC of BUET."

Varsity closed
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each other for the attack.

JCD leaders said 15 rooms of
JCD supporters were either
damaged for torched by the BCL
activists. Protesting the inci-
dent, the BCL demanded resig-
nation of the Provost of Shah
Paran Hall.

Riot police were deployed on

. the campus.

The Baily Star

No foreign leaders invited

Six-day mourning for

BEIJING, Feb 20: Ten thou-
sand people will be invited to
the funeral of Deng Xiaoping on
Tuesday in China's Great Hall
of the People, and his eyes will

' be donated for transplant and

his organs for research, reports
AP.

Deng's family, in keeping
with his wishes, requested that
there be no solemn bowing be-
fore his corpse. His ashes will
be scattered rather than saved,
and foreign leaders will not at-
tend his funeral, the high-level
Communist Party commitiee
overseeing the arrangements
said today.

Deng, one of the last leaders
of the Communist revolution,
died Wednesday night of a lung
infection and Parkinson's dis-
ease. He was 92. Increasingly
frail. he was last seen in public
three years ago.

The first test of Deng's legacy
will be whether his handpicked
successors, party General Secre-

Deng, funeral Tuesday

tary Jiang Zemin and the
other, younger technocrats in-
stalled in the 1990s, will with-
stand the political maneuver-
ing sure to follow his death.

The 459-member funeral
committee headed by Jiang de-
clared a six-day period of
mourning. It said a "memorial
meeting,” attended by 10,000
people, would be held Tuesday

Editorial on page 4

al Beijing's Great Hall of the
People, the cavernous building
where all major state functions
are held.

At the start of the ceremony,
at 10 am (0200 GMT) Tuesday,
sirens will sound throughout
the nation for three minutes.

The memorial will be broad-
cast live, and party offices
around the country are to make
arrangements so that all Chi-
nese may watch or listen, the
commitiee said.
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trol of Delhi over the north-
eastern slates,

Dr Shahiduzzaman com-
mented that the South Asian
countries were very harsh in
dealing with migrants who
leave their countries out of
sheer desperation.

During Wednesday's working
session on "Overview & Perspec-
tives of Interactions across the
Border”, Anirban Chattopad-
hyay of Ananda Bazar Patrika
in his paper "On some aspects of
Development Regionalism” said
that Eastern India and
Bangladesh are relatively
backward in South Asia and
"one must take into account
this inequality”. One geograph-
ical region that has immense
scope of development by joint
efforts of Bangladesh and West
Bengal, he said. is the Sunder-
bans. "The prospect of the Sun-
derbans is, at one level, the

rospect of the economies of
arge scale. The partition (of
1947) undermined these eco-
nomies.” he stated.

Participating in the discus-
sions, NGO activists observed
that sub-regional co-operation
was already existing at the level
of smugglers and questioned
why it could not be institution-
alised to bring revenue to the
national exchequer.

Dr Shahiduzzaman of Dha-
ka University said that China
could not benefit from sup-
porting insurgencies in the
north-eastern region and felt
that China should not mind the
development of economic rela-
tions between B adesh and
India. He said may be China can
be included in the sub-regional
grouping.

Jamaat Publicity Secretary

Abdul Kader Mollah favoured
the inclusion of China in sub-

regional cooperation.
Subhir Bhowmick, BBC's

Eastern India Correspondent,
said China's sponsorship of in-
surgency in north eastern slates
was a result of India's backing
of Tibetan rebels.
Economist and columnist
Kabir U Ahmed strongly op-
the concept of subregional
cooperation and said that
Bangladesh should not depend
on slow growing regional sub
market but look for [fast
growing international market.
Group Capt (retd) Dastagir
also argued against sub-re-
gional cooperation if it dimin-
ished the sovereign status of the

country.
Moderator of the session

Prof Muzzafar Ahmed of Dhaka
University called for change of
the old mindset of the peng e of
the region for greater sub re-
gional cooperation.

A paper on “"cross-border
Smaller Rivers” was presented
by Prof Aiunun Nishat of BUET,
and another on "Cross-border
Environmental Issues.”

Plain-clothes
police at Book
Fair from today

Bangla Academy has ar-
ranged to deploy plain-clothes

lice at the 'Ekushey Boi Mela’
Book Fair) from today to main-
tain order, a press release of the
Academy said last night, re-
ports BSS.

The plain-clothes police will
take stern measures against
eve-teasing and stealing of
books from the stalls.

Academy yesterday.

Shahabuddin 1s
our pride: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday inaugurated a
12-day painting exhibition of
internationally reputed artist
Shahabuddin at the Shilpakala
Acade %;i.llcsﬁr reports UNB.

"Shahabuddin has glorified
the image of Bangladesh and
the nation in the international
arena through his exceptional
works of art,” she told a func-
tion at the Academy auditorium
before formally declaring the
exhibition open.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy organised the solo ex-
hibition on the eve of "Amar
Ekushey”’, commemorating the
great Language Movement.

The Prime Minister said:
"Shahabuddin, an artist and
also a freedom fighter, is our

ride. At the call of Banga-
dhu, he left his brush and
colour during the Liberation
War and took up arms to fight
for the liberation of the coun-

try.”

Shahabuddin explaining one of his works to some visitors
at an exhibition of his paintings at the Shilpakala

— Star photo
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Padak : Prof Shahjahan
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of recipients.

"l was so stunned. | could not
believe it at first," the former
BUET VC told The Daily Star.
"So | asked one of the secre-
taries sitting there what was go-
ing on. He looked pale and could
not give me an answer. | asked
himi again whether 1 was
dmppeé' from the list of recipi-
ents and he looked away.”

"So I told him (the secretary)
that the authorities should
have had a minimum sense of
courtesy to inform me before-
hand that a decision was taken
to drop my name from the list."
he added. "But none of them
apologised so far for this inci-
dent,” Dr Shahjahan said.

According to him, the Cul-

Hanif Mosha
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while in the Opposition had
brought a bottle filled with
mosquitoes for display in the
Fifth Parliament but at present,
"'no bottle display is required as
mosquitoes are flying freely
inside this House".

Selim said, an Indian law-
maker had to bring a mosquito-
net in parliament to draw the
attention of the government on
the mosquito menace. An issue
of the Beagal Gazette in 1937
carried a cartoon depicting how
cannons could be used to fight
mosquito, he said to the plea-
sure of the whole House.

The AL deputy also recited a
Bangla rhyme on mosquito —
"Dine mosha rate machhi, ei
niye dhakai achhi” and another
self-composed rhyme —
“Lokkya hajar mosha niye
sangsade boshi."”

tural Affairs Ministry had sent
him a letter on October 12, 1996
informing him that he was se-
lected as a recipient of the
Ekushey Padak for his contri-
bution in the field of education.
The letter also sought his ap-
proval for publication of his bi-
ography in the Ekushey Padak
souvenir and requested him to
send three passport size photos.

Dr Shahjahan said that on
February 16 last, the Cultural
Affairs Ministry sent another
letter to him asking him,
among other things, whether he
would send a representative to
receive the a or he would go
there himself. He had replied
that he would go himself, would
receive the award and that he
would be accompanied by his
wife, he said.

"I even contacted the Cul-
tural Affairs Ministry yester-
day. but nobody said anything
about dropping of my name
from the list." he added.

The former BUET VC went to
the Osmany Auditorium at
10:30 am and took his seat with
other recipients of the award.
He was at first informed of the
awkward situation by Hasnat
Abdul Hai, one of the six recipi-
ents. Then Dr Shahjahan in-
quired with the secretary and
left the place.

"“On my return home, I
checked the printed list again,”
Dr Shahjahan said. "It seemed
that there was a seventh name
in the list which was Ershad
with white ink."

Despite repeated attempts,
neither the State Minister for
Cultural Affairs nor the secre-
tary of the cultural affairs
ministry could not be contacted
for comment.

Amar Ekushey today

From Page 1
Bangladesh.

But, the President regretted,
the unity achieved during our
struggle for liberation "is now
absent in every sphere."

The President paid rich trib-
ute to the martyrs of the lan-
guage movement and prayed for
the salvation of the departed
souls.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina called upon all irre-
spective of party to take a fresh
vow to build a hunger, poverty
and illiteracy-free society im-
bued with Ekushey spirit.

"If we can build a poverty
and exploitation-free society,
that will be the best tribute to
the martyrs of language move-
ment,” she said in a message on
yesterday.

Paying rich tributes to the
martyrs of great language
movement Hasina called for
soulsearching. "Let's ask our-
selves how much we wanted,
how much we got and how much
to attain.”

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia made a call for the
countrymen to prepare for a

movement for protecting cuuF* also been formed for maintain-

try's independente and Gé
racy at any cost.

n her message she also
urged all nationalist forces to
forge unity., being imbued with
spirit of Amar Ekushey, and re-
sist "the conspiracy to kill
democracy and turn the coun
into a satellite state of India.”

As part of the Ekushey Day
programmes the national fl
with fly at half mast. Radio an
Television will put out special
programmes while the newspa-

rs bring out suptptements h&gh
ighting the significance of the
a

The Central Shaheed Minar
and its surrounding areas have
been given a facelift on the oc-
casion. Some important roads

Cigarette dealer
robbed 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 20:
Armed muggers snatched Tk
55,000 from a cigarette dealer
in Miahkhannagar area under
Chandgao thana this noon, po-
lice said.

The dealer was travelling in
his van when the muggers at-
tacked him.

Afsar

From Page 1

Refuting the allegation, Zil-
lur Rahman said that state
minister resigned at the uest
of the Prime ster and later

of the city have also been deco-
rated with festoons carrying
Bengali alphabets.

Various political parties,
student bodies and socio-cul-

tural organisations have drawn
up elaborate programmes to ob-
serve the day in a befitting
manner. These include semi-
nars, discussion meetings, mi-
lad mahfils, blood donation,
Elaclng of wreaths at the Sha-
eed Minar and at the mazars
of the language movement mar-
tyrs at the Azimpur graveyard.

There will be Quran khwani
and milad mahfil in all mos-

ing divine
gﬂg:m;ﬂag tt?: ﬁart%rra. Spe- the President acccpttlrd his res-
cial prayers will also be offered E;;‘E‘ihg?tig:: L haé'i;gjd“fﬂﬂ
in temples. churches and : :

The minister also criticised
the newspapers for '‘publishing
different stories' on the matter
and maintained that raising
point of order quoti such
press reports would confuse the
pmlglle.

ising on a point of order,
Mashiur Rahman also de-
manded a ruling from the Chair
on the 'controversy’ on the pro-
cedure of dropping the state
minister.

monasteries.

The Prime Minister will
meet the family members of
those who embraced martyr-
dom in the historic language
movement, according to the
government's official pro-
grammes announced earlier.

A coordination committee
titled "Shaheed Dibas Obser-
vance Committee 1997" has

Abdul Hamid, cha the ses-
sion, cited relevant Article of
the Constitution and pointec
out publication of two kinds 0
ready holding a month-long | press reports — and res-
Ekushey Book fair and a | ignation — of the state minister.
month-long lecture series and | He, however, advised the BNP
musical soiree. lawmaker to submit to him his

The Bangladesh Shilpakala | contention in writing following
Academy will hold a discussion | which he would give his ruling.
meeting on "Ekush and Our Cul- It may be mentioned that
ture” today. most of the national newspa-

The Bangladesh Nationalist Eers on Monday carried a report
Party (BNP) has chalked out y the government-owned news
elaborate programmes to ob- | agency BSS that quoted official
serve the day. The National flag | sources saying that the state
and the party flag will be | minister was sacked for evict-
hoisted at the party office in the | ing slum dwellers at Bashantek
morning. Black flags will also | without giving them enough
be flown. time.

abling people from all walks of
life to visit the Shaheed Minar
in a solemn atmosphere.

The Bangla Academy is al-

Women in custody

From Page 1
cruitment of women police
since 1990, said Sigma Huda, a

Supreme Court Advocate. "They
do not recruit on the pretext
that women cannot go through
the same hardship as men dur-
ing the training”, she added. All

articipants stressed the need
or more women police in the

country to deal with women-
related matters.

There should also be jail and
thana visits by professionals
time to time to monitor the sit-
uation, Sigma Huda said. Al-
though there was a provision
for such jail and thana visits,
district officials concerned
hardly carry it out. "I have been
to prisons where the inmates
are kept as if they were in a lu-
natic auﬂlum." she said.

Another participant, Advo-
cate Fazlul Haq, pointed out
that there are thanas where the
name of an arrested woman is
not officially recorded so that
she can be kept there for a 'few
days'. “The law says that a per-
son must be produced before a

' Dhaka University,

court within 24 hours after the
arrest.” he said.

Maleka Begum, a proponent
of women's rights, emphasised
the n -2 Ju looking into the
role of doctors in conducting
medical checkups in rape cases.
"There is a printed form with
the doctor where two things are
stated — 'may be raped’ and 'ha-
bituated indulgencs'. After ex-
amining the victim, the doctor
simply ticks the one he thinks
appropriate but the words 'may
be raped' give the rapist a good
chance to go unpunished in the
court,” she said.

Dr Taslima Mansoor, Assis-
tant Professor of Law at the
said the
"national curriculum for judges
should include women and law
issues”.

The participants included
Nizainul Huq Nasim, Advocate,
Supreme Court and Fawzia
Karim Firoze. President of
Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers Association.

Mahfuz Anam, Editor. The
Daily Star, was the moderator.
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