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Lbridges of madison county

EXPERIENCE OF

A LIFETIME

by Usaila Alam (Udita)

HE cover showed Meryl

. head bent in the

arms of clint Eastwood

— a fact that it had also been

made into a motion picture.

Well that was nothing

surprising. I thought. Hence

with the distinct idea that it

was like any other love story. |

took up the book and began

reading Robert James Waller's

first novel, The Bridges of
Madison County.

What awaited me was a dif-
ferent story altogether, for I
found myself transformed into
the subtle world of love, magic
and so much pain that as [ went
on a lump formed in my throat
and it kept on growing till the
last : _

e story opens long alter
the death of the two central
characters Robert Kincaid and
Francesca Johnson. Michael
and Carolyn Johnson approach
the writer with the tragic story
of their mother in the vain hope
that he will write about it. At
first the writer is skeptical. but
as he listens, images begin to
form in his mind and he decides
to put the story on paper.

Robert kincaid arrives in

lowa to photograph the bridges .

of the Madison County. On the
way he stops at a farm house to
ask the way, and that is when
he comes across Francesca
Johnson. She takes a bold step,
shows him the way and later on
invites him to dinner. Robert
comes to dinner and across the
candle lit table blooms an in-
timacy grows that comes only
once in a lifetime. Francesca
opens her heart and tells Robert
ol her detached life with her
husband (Richard Johnson) and
two children who are away and
Robert understands. In the span
of just four days Robert and
Francesca live their whole
lives.

For Francesca, il seems,
Robert is the fullfillment of her
childhood dream. He is the man
who makes all her parts into
whole. But the end comes too

begs Francesca 1o go with him

v

and cries to her that 'in a uni-
verse of ambiguity love comes
only once and never again, no
matter how many lifetimes you
live," but she chooses to stay.
She couldn't stand the fact that
her children will be called
names for her disrespectful be-
haviour. Robert leaves and
Francesca resumes her daily
life when her family returns.
Francesca hurts to the point
when at times she goes com-
letely insane, but she doesn't
urt her children.

Hence life goes on. In the
meantime Robert writes to her
and says that if she ever needs
him "anytime, anywhere” he
will always be there for her.
Fourteen vears pass away until
in 1979 Richard Johnson dies
of old age. It leaves Francesca
free from her responsibilities
and she tries to contact Robert
Kincaid at the National Geo-
graphic. where he works, but in
vain. She learns that he is no
lnn:fﬂr there. Three years elapse
and in 1982 Francesca receives
a package with an attorney's
letter stating that "Robert Kin-
caid has recently passed
AWAY...oonnen " Francesca's
dreams, it seems, remain un-
fulfilled and she spends the rest
of her uneventful life with the
memories of the time she has
spent with Robert Kincaid, until
fatigued with old age. She also
leave's this world. Later, after
her death, her children come
across a letter that she leaves
for them and gets to know their
mother’'s story.

It is hard to understand the
relationship of Robert Kincaid
and Francesca Johnson, which
reaches beyond reason or logic.
Like the author says that "If
you've ever experienced the one
true love of your life, a love that
for some reason could never be"
you'll understand the far
reaches of such a relationship.
The book is a beautiful, unfor-
gettable experience and "shows
us what it is to love and be loved
s0 ‘intensely that life is never
the same again."
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Life

by KFZ (Rooster)

ife! what is it?

A few moments of pleasure

A prolonged period of grief
A story of love

A story of denial

A story of anger

A story of deceive......

Or is it just feelings...

But why do they come?

And why do they go?..

Whj do some take it éasily
And just say "No"

Are the feelings so unworthy
| don't know...

Me and Life.. here how it goes

The past years of my life were a complete joke
Because all my feelings went broke.

Why was | so stupid enough to let myself play as a pawn in the

L

Is it because 1 have nothing in me to earn a fame...

Why so many lie

And then hurt,

Whg' so may betray

And treat people like dirt.

Ode to Her

by Ashequr Rahman (Ronnie)

Y ou are the fad
Y

shadow of a late spring

ou are the gentle breeze of a midsummer evening,
You are the stillness of midnight
You are the waves of the restless sea,

You are the love of my life.

You are my favourite poem

During a midnoon respite

A happy dream, a lingering memory

As musical as early birds —

You are the fountain of my heart,
Wilder than the wildest storms
Livelier than the greenest tree

My dear — you mean everything to me.

“Love —
So Easy "

by Samia Israt Ronee

MBBS — l1st Yr

OVE is easy,
Its so cosy !

Love is so much soft to feel,
It can make the whole sky kneel.

Love is lively,
But so costly,

You never know whats its price,

Till
A broken heart,
Ache and hurt.

your heart gets cold as ice.

Storms strike in; Your heart gets rusty,
Filled with tears. yet so much empty.

Such mistake,
Please don't make.

Never promise to love till end,
Just try to love and care your friend.
‘Cause, promise is somct.{nng :

Always breaking!

Love is something you can't touch,
Friends forever need it very much.

OME days ago 1 was

S student in a foreign

library in Dhaka. At one stage
of our gossiping, | told the boy
that he was having standard
and better education that most
of our children could have. In
reply, he spoke about his
apprehensions of the country's

progress.
is noble feelings for the
motherland, undoubtedly,

made me happy but at the same
time his pessimism made me
wordless and fed-up; specifi-
cally, when he cited before me
the negative examples of our
country in general, our econ-
omy in particular. Is there any
country on the globe where frus-
tration ns at the childhood
like ours? The question at once
made me think.

The sap of independence
which was planted in 1971 is
now 25 years old. We have al-
ready teﬁhratcd the silver-ju-
bilee of our independence, have
recalled the
victory for which we had to pay
a lot,

But unfortunately, as our
present day political life evi-
dences, we have forgotten virtu-
ally if not formally all the suf-
ferings of our ancestors. Our
status today as an independent
nation clearly reveals our fail-
ure since the independence and
present woes darken the
achievement of the past. We can
easily compare our dreams with
the realities.

Now should not we examine
the conformity and discrepan
between our sacrifices an
reparations? Should not we to-
day evaluate our political and
economic victory as part of our
independence or victory day
celebrations?

In no way, twenty five
is a small time boundary. The
child which was born in 1971 in
now twenty five years old young
man who has passed twenty-
five springs and as many win-
ters. He is obviously matured
and he can take decision of his
own. Now if our twenty-five
years old state still remains an
immature child who are we to
blame? If | ask you to enlist our
achievements by this time you
will certainly be bogged down in
a quagmire.

On any national day the
primary thing that disheartens
us is people's way of celebra-
tion. According to some, what
we do on any red letter day re-
veals our frustration, as

thing is stereotyped. Only t :

actors change with the c

“of government but their pﬂqﬂg;l

is unchanged. Their propa-
ganda and action are always
aimed at meeting their 'self in-
terests’ rather than the na-
tional interest. Consequently,
we can not see any kind of na-
tional harmony even for one
memorable day. let alone all
the year.

Our protagonists in politics
seldom come out of the party
bound on national days and
the traditional sympathy for
the party dictates their ideol-
ogy. So the prime concern of the
leaders at such moments is to
make people know which mar-
tyr belonged to their party.
What a peculiar way of honour-
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ing the martyrs and celebrating
the mem e days?

Apart from disharmony,
another disgusting part is the
lack of consistence in their
speeches and deeds, which is a
result of their separation from
the social, political and eco-
nomic reality. They hardly can
exceed the circle of thought,
confined to their personal
needs and achievements. And
the tr lies in that they are
masked! We, only the common
people deplore such insinua-
tions like December 16 or

ult ‘of sacri-

Also, leaders talk little
about our future. Their speech
on the stage is not directed to
the future. They rather stress on
what the npﬁoslng party could
not do for the countrymen or
what sufferings the formers
have brought about to the lat-
ters. Politics of broad minded
people always guides the com-
monmen to future and politi-
cians of such kind consider the
:E?E of the nation as the loss of

But as we see, our politicians
cultivate the failure of the op-
position and in doing so, they
take the advantage of national
loss. :

In 1971, we achieved eman-

by M J H Jabed

cipation, but that was merely a
political emancipation. Politi-
cal emancipation is valueless
unless the economic emancipa-
tion is added to it. Political
emancipation could be gained
by waging a bloody war. But
economic emancipation will
not come to the door without
proper planning and hard-
work, Economic freedom is
rather more difficult to achieve
as this is the chall ng sec-
ond step of freedom. The second
world war almost destroyed the
Japanese but today they are an
economic su];)u'p:]wer. The suc-
cess of the Japanese is due to
pmﬂ::r planning and hard
working.

For our today's sufferings
nobody is responsible except us.
In the last twenty-five years we
were ruled by militaries for
about fifteen years and they
were never accountable to the
people. We got a democratic gov-
ernment in 1991 after dramatic
changes in the political struc-
ture but unfortunately uncer-
tainty hanged over us when the
politicians lost patience. a pre-
condition for democracy and
civil-society. Opposition took
to street when we needed politi-
cal stability very much. Na-
tional economy mllagscd and
nation faced irreparable losses
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in all the fields. Industrialisa-
tion did not take as the,
second economic activities
suffered from tion, con-
sequently hundreds of thou-
sands of our unemployed youth
remained jobless. )

Through the latest general
election a democratic govern-
ment has succeeded another bu
there is no the fact that
we are yet to build up a demo-
cratic culture. Parliamentari-
ans, this time failed to up-
hold the spirit of demeocracy.
They spend valuable time in-
side the House only scolding
each other, and sometimes
their quarreling reaches such a

stage that they come close to a
hand-to-hand fight! They
hardly get united and are

never unanimous over crucial
national policies. Today's in-
tentional atmosphere is so
complicated that one

state can neither remain cut off
from the rest of the world nor
can shape it after its choice. The
only thing it can do is to take up
pragmatic policies, and in this
respect, national unity is a pre-
condition factor.

National unity is a basic re-
guirement to meet challenges
in the relations of states. About
India's firm refusal to sign the
CTBT, one leading journalist
said that 930 million people of
India were united againsf the
treaty, so no nupe{ﬁower would
be able to impose that on India.
Hence, in the parliament, the
our lawmakers should forget
the ‘prestige of the party' to save
the 'national prestige’. They
should avoid the habit of bei
‘opposition just for the sake o
opposition’. National interest
should be placed above all other
narrow interests.

Present government is
around eight months old; in-
vestors from home and abroad
have come forward to invest in
our country which will drive
forward the backward
of our country. Common
are waiting for the days when
mﬂﬂ be able to have
two Is of rice and no able
man will remain unemp .

But another political im-
broglio is likely to take place as
opposition is mkln%_.'rcalisuc
action programme'. The coun-
trymen are tired now and t
are loo for political stabil-
ity. Political parties could

atsoever do nothing to make
the country self-reliant. Now
time has come to work unitedly
removing all misunderstand-
manhticiana should concen-
trate on crucial national prob-'
lems and should effec-
tive plans to eliminate these

grave problems. This is what
should be their politics. On the
historic national days they
should put forward their poli-
cies and schemes to be formu-
lated for the country's better-
ment. This is the best way,
rather than for the mar-
tyrs or placing floral wreaths
before their graveyards, of hon-
ouring the at heroes who
sacrificed their lives for the
country.

The writer is in his 2nd year,
Department of International
Relations, University of Dhaka.

In Favour of
Child Labour

HILD labour, a socio-

econoimic issue, has

long been debated and
discussed with seemingly very
little effect.

It is mentionable that ac-
cording to a bill {called Child
Labour Deterrence Act 1993)
passed in the US House of Rep-
resentative and Senate on Au-
gust 5, 1992, Senator Tom
Harkin indicated that there
would be strong influence to the
banning of items produced by
using child labour. If attempts
such as these were in place
Bangladesh, along with many
other Third World countries,
would lose a large amount of
foreign trade. The result would
consequently be devastating
and disastrous for a large num-
ber of children who were work-
ing in the export-oriented in-
dustries such as garments, car-
pets and so on. The children
will lose their means of liveli-

they will surely go to work for

by Farhana Yusuf

hood in the process. This issue
has given rise to heated discus-
sions amongst campaigners
against and for the use of child
labour.

Children are destined to lead
the future world, so they must
have the rights that accord
them a secure and healthy life.
But the majority of children in
developing countries wait for a
difficult future, suffering the
pangs of life's realities. Health,
nutrition, education and other
facilities are inaccessible to
them, they are exposed to abuse,
violence and environmental
hazards. These children remain
under-equipped for adult life

because they are deprived of
their basic needs.

Children who are now en-
gaged in earning are surely not
to raise their standard of living
in future because if they are the
breadwinners for their families

survival. Such is the vicious
‘generational’ cycle of poverty
and child labour into which the
children are being trapped.

What needs to be done is to
break this cycle or poverty by
%etting these children out of the
actories and put them in
schools. However, withdrawing
these children from the facto-
ries does not again guarantee
their proper education, health-
care, nutrition and all other fa-
cilities required to develop
their potentials. What needs to
be put into focus is eradicating
the root of the problems. no re-
maining concerned with the
symptoms. _

As said earlier, getting the
kids out of factories and from
many other areas of work is not
the solution to our problem,
simply because it will not break
the cycle of poverty that forces a
+t:hil:::l}r to work. Since this issue

.......

cio-economic condition of the
country. we must find a solu-
tion in terms of that situation.
When an underdeveloped coun-
try like Bangladesh is burdened
with such a crucial problem as
child labour, finding a quick
solution is not easy. If we want
to eliminate child labour by
putting a ban to it, we must first
ask ourselves the question: does
our economic situation permit
us to do so? Banning child
labour will not gfl.:arantee the
children a better future even by
ﬂnsurin%)that they are going to
school, because their survival
depends on their earning and
that there is no alternative to
that. In spite of the fact that
primary education is now free
in Bangladesh, but the atten-
dance is only about 50 per cent
with only 40 per cent complet-
ing the level.

The poor parents are bur-
dened with not only the cost of
their school-going children's
clothes and other materials but
are also afraid of losing the
chances of their child's contri-
bution to family. Poverty alone
is not responsible for this, ab-
sence in school, rather the con-
ventional teaching methods,
schedules and curriculum also
play a negative role. As the
schools do not suit the needs of
the underprivileged people of
the country, many parents and
children feel alienated and re-
gard schools as unattractive, ir-
relevant or unnecessary in
their daily lives.

Poor parents, not fortunate
enough to have wholesome
meals at least twice a day, do
not consider education as a
means of breaking the cycle of

verty and to face the chal-
enges of life ahead. When a boy
or a girl is earning 40 to 50 taka
just by selling flowers or scav-
enging for paper, should he or
she bother for going to school?
Getting these children out of the
adverse working conditions
does not necessarily mean that
they would be attracted towards
education. Since such is the
case, then a ban on child labour
is no solution. Better alterna-
tives must be found so that the
children can enjoy their fun-
damental rights.

The concept of "work and
learn” is now ah w$rldmc :;:1-
cepted approach. Wor chil-
drgn may not always show in-
terest in formal education, but
non-formal education can be an
important approach to improve
their situation.

DHAKA FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1997
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R U 2 HIP??

S your fashion sense more akin to Margaret Thatcher than

I Sandra Bullock? Do you think you dress more like Homer
Simpson than Brad Pitt? Well here's your chance to find
out. Select an answer for each of the questions, use the
scorecard to add up your total and see which one are you?

1. Which of these would you rather watch?

a) X-Files
b) Top of the Pops/Billboard Chart
c) News at Ten

2. What's your favourite channel?

a) Discovery
b) Star Plus
VTV

3. You want a new pair of jeans. Which of these would you
want?

a) Levi's
b) What's wrong with a Lunsl?
c) If it's not a Versace, I'd rather wear my birthday suite

(needless to say. scaring the neighbours)
4. What do you think of school uniform?

al It's crime against humanity.
b) Absoiutely iove it — I'd wear it in bed if my mom would let
me.
, c) At least | can wear decent clothes at the weekends. - :

5. How do you greet friends?

-

a) Shake hands and say "Good Day, would you care for some
tea?”

b) Give high 5 and aaﬁ "Yo, my main man, how's it hanging?"

¢) Wave and say "Hi, how's everything?"

6. What's your favourite food?

a) Most expensive caviar available (regardless of what it

tastes like).
b) ‘Fuchka' from Belly Road. :
¢) 'Shutki’, so what if it smells like it has 'gone off', that's

probably 'cause it has'.
7. Do you watch X-Files?

a) No way, it's way past my bedtime.
h) When | have some time.
¢} 1 love it. I've got the book, the tape, all the posters, shirt,
underwear etc....

8. What's your favourite group?

a) Oasis
b) Anything with a techno-fusion-trance-dance-beat with

splatterings of Bhangra.
E c) Takg That (I've been crying 25 hours a day since they split

up).
9. What are schools?

a]* Hells extension... the headmaster/mistress is Satan in-

carnate.
b) A place to study, and study, and study....
c) A place to learn and socialise.

10. Where do shop for clothes?

a) Paris, Bangkok, London, America...etc.
b) Banga Bazar... so what's wrong with that huh?
¢) 1 don’t. My mom buys appropriate clothing for me.

The Scoring :

Quest. 1
Quest. 2
Quest. 3
Quest. 4
Quest. 5
Quest. 6
Quest. 7
Quest. 8
Quest. 9
Quest. 10

Ans.b) Ans. c)
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Between 10-14 points

Let's face it-you don't care about fashion (and even if you do,
it's Prett}r twisied), or even about looking normal but at least
youre an individual. You probably think Oasis is a natural
phenomenon found in deserts and Giovanni is a person. Do
something different and get your nose out of that book. Life's

you by. Grab it wh :lr:u still can. You are the John Ma-
jors and Marge Simpsons of world.

Between 15-24 points

You're conscious of trends and fashion but not ruled by it.
You don't make a fool of yourself just to be a trend-setter. You're
more interested in looking decent and enjoying yourself th.nn
become the centre of attention (like some zoo animal). You're
balanced. Good for you. You are the Denzel Washingtons and
Gillian Andersons of the world.

Between 25-30 points

ick, get yourself to a h tal, you're a fashion victim in
d e tl:ﬁgeﬁiyuofﬂrulnld. ﬂnm .wz;\yuuruhmmalm-
locks aren't hip an re, you'll realise that you're furthest
from taste central. a taste or be a slave to fashion forever.
No one likes a show-off. Lighten up-there's more to life than
Hanh Lauren. You are the Madonnas and Michael Jacksons
(Let's face it, mﬂnﬁhmc makeup than your partner is not
healthy for a guy) of this world.

Over 31

Hello... can't you count, or what? You must be the Beavis and
Buttheads of this world.



