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BEXIMCO tennis
results

All four events of the BEX
IMCO eleventh international
junior tennis championship
reached the semi-final stage on
the third day at the Ramna
Tennis Complex yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

A local pair Sathi Sarkar
and Yasmin Ahmed, somehow
managed a berth in last four in
the girls doubles beating com-
patriots R Hayat and S Yasmin
6-0, 6-2 in the quarter finals
after the elimination of all the
local boys in the round of eight.

in the boys' singles quarter-
finals, Atabut Phoemohon of
Thailand defeated Tofazzal
Hossain of Bangladesh 6-4, 6-0
while Thai W Pirada beat Sathi
Sarkar of Bangladesh 6-0, 6-0
in the girls' singles quarterfi-
nal.

Local pair M Salauddin and
Rahat Kamal were eliminated
from the race, also in the quar-
terfinal. after suffering a 2-6, 1-
6 defeat against Indian duo M
Mahadevan and M Ghuse.

Romario earns
recall

RIO DE JANEIRO, Feb 19:

Striker Romario was included

on Tuesday on the Brazil squad
for next week's friendly inter-
national against Poland. the
first time he has been picked by
the national team for more
than two years, reports Reuter.

The tempestuous striker last
played for his country in the
World Cup final against Italy in
July 1994. Since then he has
been involved in a host of scan-
dals and controversies on and
off the field.

Coach Mario Ze‘%allu. who
took over after the World Cup,

icked him for a friendly in late

1:9'34 only to hear Romario say
that he did not want to play in-
ternational soccer gguﬁntil the
Olympic Games in 1 :

Al}urﬁnus Zagallo had re-
fused to pick Romario since, a
punishment which shattered
the strikers dream of playing in
the Olympics.

In announcing his decision
to give Romario another
chance, Zagallo said: "Obvi-

ously, his behaviour has
chwd-ll
Romario, who has 19 goals

in 38 full international appear-

ances, said: "l felt like an 18-

year-old player waiting to hear
that he had been picked for the
first time."

Diego on the
move again

BUENOS AIRES, Feb 19: Ar-
entine veteran Diego Mara-
ona may be headed for

Uruguayan club Penarol, who
are close to ing terms with
the 36-year-old, club vice-pres-
ident Juan Damiani said Tues-
day, reports AFP. -

Maradona and his agent
Ghiltérmo’ © :
pected to arrive in Montevideo
within hours to draw up a con-
tract, sources close of Mara-
dona said. :

Speaking on Argentine ra-
dio, Damiani invi Maradona
to join Penarol to play a series
of friendlies and a.lpsu the pres-
tigious Copa Libertadores tour-
nament.

Maradona, who has not
layed at all since August, said
e had "practically decided" to

take up the offer but only on
condition that he be given free
rein to train and play virtually
as he himself saw ?it.

"l fear leaving my family be-
hind, but I have virtually made
up my mind to and play for
Pgnar}:}l," he l‘ﬂlcfo Eucnnl; glres
radio.

But he added, "l am 36-year-
old and I'm done with making
sacrifices. I don't want the
coach to pull long faces and say
‘What are you up to then? and I
don't want e to bug me and
tell me what I have to do.”

Always a controversial fig-
ure, Maradona. who inspired
Argentina to the 1986 World
Cup, has admitted to being a co-
caine addict and last year un-
derwent psychiatric treatment
in Spain in an attempt to kick
the habit. His drugs problems
also led to two lengthy bans
from football.

Bell gets his
due finally

ZURICH, Feb 19: Former
Cameroon goalkeeper Joseph-
Antoine Bell will finally be
paid for taking part in the
World Cup Finals in Italy —
seven years after the event, re-
ports Reuter.

Bell sought the help of FIFA
in his battle for payment of
37,000 French francs (6.430
dollars) and a spokesman for
the grame's governing body said
on Tuesday the Cameroon
Football Federation had finally

to pay.

"He (Bell) asked FIFA for
support and based on the docu-
ments we received he was enti-
tled to it." FIFA spokesman An-
dreas Herren said. "The
Cameroonian federation said
they would comply and pay
him."

Bell is the only member of
the 1990 squad to have per-
sisted with trying to get his
money.

The former France-based
oalkeeper. who played for
arseille and St Etienne, was a

controversial figure at the
World Cup final in Italy in 1990
where Cameroon reached the
quarterfinals.

Bell sat on the bench
throughout the tournament af-
ter being dropped on the eve of
the opening game against Ar-
gentina in Milan because of a
dispute with team officials over
payment.

He was also dr after
two s at the last World Cup
finals in the US after leading a
threatened strike by the
Cameroonian team.

‘If a player is entitled to

then he should get it.”

:id - fn};:“ FIFA it was

portant t rinciple was
u;ﬁgld. not the ml:lm.mtp

| British

Niaz Murshed, the country's
lone Grand Master. wages 4
cerebral wartfare with his
counterpart James
Plaskeet as the third edition of
the United Insurance Grand
Masters chess tournament
proper gets underway at the Na-

eration forgot to drive him
down to the venue of the open-
ing ceremony. The British GM.
with rating of 2445, was visibly
irritated at the federation's
callousness. '
Despite the presence of
Sergei Tiviakov. the highest
rated player in the meet with a
rating of 2600, it was the game's
highest governing body of the
country who stole the show
with its somewhat habitual
mismanagement., The guest of
honour at the function, State
Minister for Youth and Sports
Obaidul Quader., had also had
the taste of it as the ruling part
legislator had wait a good half
hour before the ceremonial fi-
nally began more than a hour
later than scheduled. Delayed
arrival of the participants and
sudden disappearance of

Sports Reporter

tional Sports Council confer-
erice room today. The lot of
Niaz, whose ratin;% registered a
15-point plunge from what it
had been in the second edition
of the meet, was however de-
cided in his absence as the lead-
ing Bangladeshi player pre-

NIAZ MURSHED -

ferred to stay away from the
opening ceremony at Lthe
Dilkusha hall of Hotel Purbani,
although the invitation card
had Jalsha Ghar designated as
the venue, yesterday. Inciden-
tally. his opponent today also
missed the number draw part of
the ceremonial, thanks to the
Bangladesh Chess Federation's
momentary amnesia. The fed-

Bangladesh Television crew
were, what Mujibur Rahman,
general secretary of the federa-
tion termed, compelling rea-
sons for the unforeseen delay.
Many chess lovers felt the way
the tederation, with experience
of organising the two previous
editions of the meet, handled
the whole affair left a lot to be
desired.

Fourteen players from nine
countries are taking part in the
round robin tournament in-
cluding five grand masters.
Niaz, Tiviakov and Plaskeet
apart, other two GMs are Vid-
mants Matisauskas (2555) of
Lithuania and Peter Szekely
(2455). The other participants
are: International Master (IM])
Saidali luldachev (2555) and IM
Sergei Zagrebelzny of Uzbek-
istan, IM Praveen Thipsay
(2460) and IM Devaky Prasad
(2450) of India, IM Anh Dun
Nguyen (2465) of Vietnam, and,
ll‘ﬁ ?I?aur Rahman (2480), IM
Reefat bin Sattar (2410), Sai-
fuddin Lavlu (2280) and Khond-
ker Kayes Hassan (2255) of the
host country.

M. Moyeedul Islam, chair-
man of the sponsors, was pre-
sent a special guest at the cere-
mony presided over by Dr. A. R.

Khan. a vice-president of the
Bangladesh Chess Federation.
Mujibur Rahman, federation
general secretary. also spoke on
the occasion.

United Insurance Company
Limited is sponsoring the tour-
nament, which offers US 4,000
dollar as prize money, for the
third time.

Sport
Niaz in action on Day One

Mike's new lease of life

LONDON, Feb 19:
Mike Atherton
embellished his
place in the histo-
ry books, probab-
ly extended his
ienure as England
captain and won a
glowing endorsement from a
former Australian Test cricke-
ter during a day of personal
triumph on Tuesday, reports
Rueter,

The obdurate Lancastrian,
seemingly unable to put bat to
ball during the Zimbabwe led of
the tour, added 118 to his un-
beaten first innings 94 as Eng-
land defeated New Zealand b
four wickets at Lancaster Par
in Christchurch to win the
three-Test series 2-0.

New Zealand coach Stleve
Rixon, who kept wicket in 10
Tests for Australia in the late
1970s. believed Atherton was
the difference between the

. i g e T

5,10 A fluctuating 'Wﬁ{hi”

n was also in no
that, Atherton was the right
man to lead England against
Australia in this summer s six-
Test Ashes Series.

"I'd give him anything he
wants tonight,” Rixon said.
"The way he went about the job
was a personal inspiration.”

England assistant coach
John Emburey endorsed
Rixon's comments.

"He's got to captain the side
against Australia,” he said.
"He's played against Australia
and been on the losing side be-
fore. I'm sure hed like to be a

winning captain against them.”

Atherton, pilloried in some
sections of the British media af-
ter England failed to win either
Test in Zimbabwe as well as
failing dismally in the one-day
series, Treated success as im-
passively as failure.

MIKE ATHERTON

Preferring to talk about the
side's performnance rather than
his own, Atherton said the
winter campaign had been im-
portant "to try and get a settled
side and to try and get the right
balance to our side and to try
and get confidence and win-
ning."

And he said he did not en-

visage changes for the side to
meet the supremely confident
Australians, who have held the
Ashes since 1989.

"l can't see the side being too
different from the one that has
just won back-to-back Test
matches,” he said.

Atherton has his critics as
captain, although his modest
record since taking over from
Graham Gooch in 1993 has
more to do with a shortage of
Test class strike bowlers than
any inherent tactical weak-
nesses,

There can be no doubt.
though, about his calibre as an
opening batsman.

Despite coping with the pres-
sures of captaincy and the
knowledge that he is the prime
target for opposing bowlers,
Atherton has increased his Test
average from the late 30s to just
over 40 and played a series of
memorable rearguard actions.

_.The only gther ]

Test match featured the most
famous opening pair ol theni all
in Jack Hobbs and Herbert Sut-
cliffe, who laid the foundation
for victory over Australia at
Melbourne in 1929 with a cen-
tury partnership on a treacher-
ous pitch.

Whatever his rate against
the old enemy this year, Ather-
ton is a worthy successor to
Hobbs, Sutclifie. Len Hutton
and Geoff Boycott as a skilled
and obstinate technician who
has never sold his wicket
cheaply.

. and, side.,,
to score more than to win a

Zimbabweans rising up

HARARE, Feb 19
(Reuter): Recent
successes in the
one-day arena

J rt'mre Zimbabwe
By ees e lave tumed the
corner in international cricket,
according 1o the man in the best
position to judge.

Dave Houghton, player-
coach with the ninth and latest
Test-playing nation, made his-
tory when he captained Zim-
halgwt against India in his
country's inaugural Test five
years ago.

In an otherwise unmemo-
rable match., Houghton scored a
century and, although his best
days are behind him, remained
an essential member of the side
against England and India this
SEASOTL.

Houghton is quietly satisfied
after a season during which
Zimbabwe beat England 3-0 and
India 1-0 in one-day series and
held out for a draw in both Tests
against England.

Zimbabwe wrapped up their
first one-day series victory
against India after Monday's
second and final match between
the two sides was called off at
Harare Sports Club because of a
waterlogged ground.

"This completes an incredi-
bly good season for us,”
Houghton said in an interview.

DAVID HOUGHTON

“We've basically gone the whole
year unbeaten at home and
that's always a good start. We
spoke at the of our

to improve our cricket and we
agreed that our focus had 1o be
ot being pretty good at home.

"Only then can you start
talking about whether you can
win away. So I'm delighted with
our performances from that as-
pect.”
Houghton, who also coaches
English country Worcester-
shire, is quick to concede that
India's cricketers were fatigued
after their long tour of South
Africa.

Zimbabwe, given Test status
in 1992, had to wait nine years
for their second one-day victory
after an upset win over Aus-
tralia in the 1983 World Cup.
Their one-day record now,
while hardly earth-shattering.

. is a little more respectable —

layed 72, won 12. tied three.
ost 55, two no results.

In their last 10 one-day
ames, Zimbabwe have won
ive, tied once and lost four

Houghton believes this im-
provement in one-day consis-
tency stems from a more posi-
tive mental approach to the
game.

"For me, as a coach 90 per
cent of my job this season has
been mental. I've worked very
hard on the motivational side,
putting motivational placards
up in the change-room. giving
Winston Churchill-type
speeches, and things like tﬁat,
and it's worked.

"What's happened., the
turnaround over the last two or
three months, is that we've now
got a team of guys who believe
that they're going to win every
time they walk on the park. It

doesii'| matter who they're play-
ing against.

Zimbabwe's record in the
Test arena is unimpressive,
their only victory in 22 Tests
remaining a home win over
Pakistan.

ANTWERP, Belgi-
um, Feb 19: Top-
seeded Goran Iva-
nisevic pulled out
ol the 875,000 do-
llars European Co-
Championship on

i g

mimunity
Wednesday ahead of his first-
round match against Frances

Guy Forget because of a
shoulder injury. report agen-
cies.

Organisers said Ivanisevic,
who lost the final of the Dubai

n on Sunday against Aus-
trian Thomas Muster, com-
plained of a strained shoulder
during warm-ups before an-
nouncing he would not compete.

[t was another blow to the
Organisers.

Late Tuesday, Boris Becker
pulled out, complaining about a
sore wrist that already forced
him to quit in Dubai last week.

On &'cdnl:ﬂday, second seed
Marcelo Rios of Chile opens his
campai against Romania's
Adrian Voinea.

Rios too has recently been
in trouble, forced to abandon
Sunday's final in Marseille
Open t Sweden's Thomas
Engvist because of a thigh in-
ury.

j néarﬂcr on Tuesday, defend-
ing champion Michael Stich,
over some disputed line

season about what we could do | calls, crashed to a 7-6, 6-4 de-

Goran, Boris withdraw

feat by fellow German Kevin
Goellner in the first round.
Earlier world number 19
Tim Henman came perilously
close to a second consecutive

" tirst round defeat before beating

Spanish wild card entry Sergi
Bruguera 6-3, 4-6, 6-4.

Former Wimbledon cham-
pion Stich lost the first set
tiebreak 8-6 after having led 5-2
and saw his concentration un-
dermined by some qucstionable
line calls.

Stich beaten in the first
round of last week's Marseille
Open by Czech Daniel Vacek
called for the A1P supervisor
midway through the second set
but his pleas to have a linesman
substituted and the umpire's
call revoked fell on deaf ears.

“The umpire made some Ler-
rible calls at very important
stages of the match, and basi-
cally they cost me the first set
am:lyhpmbahly the second, said
Stich.

He admitted he had &Iag:l
well below par but was still bet-
ter than Goellner.

Henman plays Swede Mikael
Tilistrom in the second round.

Ukrainian Andrei Medvedev
lost 7-6, 6-2 to former
champion Marc Rosset of
Switzerland after a 5-2
lead in the first set.

PAARL, South Africa, Feb
19: some brutal hitting by Mark
Waugh set up a comfortable 50-

run victory for Australia in
their day/night match against
Boland on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

Waugh, who retired after

making 101, spent 68 deliveries
completing his half century but
then put the Boland bowlers to
the sword with a second 50 off
just 25 deliveries. Twice he hit
three sixes in an over.
* Captain Mark Taylor con-
tinued his return to form with a
watchful 56 from 86 balls,
Michael Bevan hit 80 not out
from 66 deliveries and Justin
Langer smashed 57 from 44
balls as Australia romped to
319 for three.

Evert Ferreira (38) clipped
Paul Reiffel for six over square
leg in the fourth over of the re-
ply to show defiance and skip-
per Adrian Kuiper struck leg
spinner Shane Warne for two
sixes over midwicket but the
game was never a real contest.

Reiffel claimed three for 40
and Greg Blewett took the last
three Boland wickets in 20 balls
at a cost of 15 runs but the mar-
ﬁin of victory flattered the

ome side.

Australia now travel to
Durban for a three-day game
against Natal.

Shoot-out after
90 minutes

ZURICH. Feb 19: A revolu-
tionary plan to hold the penalty

shoot-out before playing extra

time if a match is level after 90
minutes was approved by FIFA's
relerees’ committee on Tuesday.
report-agencies.

After a two-day meeting in
Zurich the committee approved
the idea which does not need the
assent of the game's law-mak-
ing body, the international
board.

FIFA spokesman Andreas
Herren said "This decision
comes under FIFA regulations
for competitions. So if a na-
tional association wants to or-
ganise its cup competition using
this method they are free to do
so. Like UEFA, for example.
could introduce this at the next
European Championship.”

The committee rejected any
idea of experimenting with elec-
tronic officials and using two
referees, but backed a range of
other proposed rule changes.

The committee said resort-
ing to an electronic "man in
black” was not the way forward,
although it did support having a
fourth referee to "intervene in
exceptional cases.”

The committee added it
backed the guidelines laid down
at the 1994 E\Iuﬁd-ﬂu to give an
automatic red card Fnr violent
tackles from behind as well as
for "scoring” via a deliberate
handball. -

The committee further ap-
proved of allowing a goalkeeper
to move across his line at a
penalty. It also revealed it in-
tended to introduce a system re-
laying an audible signal via a
linesman's flag to a referee at
the 1998 World Cup in France.

But it rejected sending off a
%)la?'er for a certain number of
ouls, arguing that current laws
already exist to deal with "per-
sistent infringement” of the
rules.

exits

MEMPHIS, Tennessee, Feb
19: Big-hitting Australian
Mark Philippoussis returned to
the tennis wars for the first
time in nearly four months at
the St Jude tournament on
Tuesday, but it was a short lived
comeback, reports Reuter.

The 10th seeded Philippous-
sis who received a first round
bye was unable to shake ofl the
rust from his lengthy layoff and
fell in a second-round match to
unseeded Swede Magnus Nor-
man 6-4, 7-5.

"It is very hard to take any-
thing positive from the match
loday.” said the Australian who
had been sidelined since the
Paris Open last October with
tendinites in his right forearm.

Three other seeded players
including top seed Michael
Chang opened with second
round victories Tuesday.

Chang playing this event for
the 10th straight year posted a
6-2. 5-4 victory over Australian
Patrick Rafter to earn a third
round match with 15th seed
Kenneth Carlsen of Denmark. a
76, 6-3 winner over Dutchman
Jacco Eltungh.

Indian Open
from April 7

NEW DELHI, Feb 19: Swedish
tennis star Thomas Enqvist
will defend his Indian Open title
at the southern Indian city of
Madras in April. reports :

Enqvist leads a strong field
for the April 7-13 event which
includes Britain's Tim Hen-
man ., American Malivai Wa-
shington and India's Olympic
bronze medali;t Leander Paes,
organisers said.

rg’!he Indian was shifted

from New Delhi to Madras,

home of the country's best

known tennis stars Vijay Amri-

traj and Ramesh Krishnan, be-

cause of 1;m-m' crowds in the In-
tal

dian capital.
ATP Tour vice-president

Michael Duff said the tourna-
ment will be preceded a week
earlier by "smash tennis.” a new
concept which allows locals to
take on the established stars on
mini tennis courts.

“Smash tennis" has been
held before at Central Park in
New York, around the Eiffel
Tower in Paris and Sydney's
Darling Harbour, but it was
the first time the concept was
being tried in Asia.

.....
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The BCB Eleven cricket team which leaves for Karachi

today to take pa

rt in the Wills

Champions' Trophy, pose with Youth and Sports Minister Obaidul Quader and BCB
president Saber Hossain Choudhury, MP, at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

' widely

Caribbean tour begins Feb 2¥

Sidhu back in the squad

NEW DELHI. Feb
19: Controversial
opening batsman
Navjot Sidhu has
bheen recalled to
| ———— | the Indian cricket
team for the tour of the West
Indies starting later this
month, it was announced

today, reports AFP.

Sidhu's 34-Test career was
believed to have ended
when he walked out of the Eng-
land tour last summer over
differences with then-skipper
Mohammad Azharuddin.

But India's defeats in both
the Tests and limited-overs se-
ries on the recent tour of South
Africa, mainly due to brittle
batting, forced the selectors to
recall the temperamental but
experienced 33-year-old.

Bombay's gangly fast bowler
Abey Kuruvilla is the only new
face in the 16-man touring
squad announced by the Indian
Cricket Board secretary Jag-
mohan Dalmiva after a two-
hour selectors meeting.

The selectors. headed by
former Test pace bowler Ra-
makant Desai, rejected a plea
by skipper Sachin Tendulkar
to include a 17th member for
the 10-week tour starting on
February 28.

Also turned down was coach
Madan Lal's demand for five
specialist new-ball bowlers.
The selectors named four seam-
ers and two spinners for the
tour, which includes tive Tests
and four one-day internation-

als.

The coach's desire for three
opening batsmen was, however.
met with Sidhu, Ajay Jadeja
and Venkat Laxman named by
Desai to do the job. '

Laxman, 23, who was sent
back from South Africa due to a
broken bone in his left hand.

3

NAVJOT SIDHU

was selected after submitting a
fitness certificate to the selec-
tors.
But he has been asked to
Brﬂve his fitness to Madan Lal
efore the team's departure for
the West Indies on February 25,
Dalmiya said.
Three of the four players

who missed the Test series in
South Africa but were flown in
for the one-dayers have been
included in the tou squad.

Jadeja, all-rounder Robin
Singh and left-arm spinner
Sunil Joshi were given the nod,
but seamer Salil Ankola made
way for Bombay teammate Ku-
ruvilla.

Kuruvilla, 28, a trainee at
former English fast bowler
Frank Tyson's coaching school
in Bombay., will use the new
ball with Javagal Srinath,
Venkatesh Prasad and Dodda
Ganesh on the tour.

Joshi and vice-captain Anil
Kumble are the two spinners,
although Jadeja. Robin Singh
and Saurav Ganguly can share
the burden with their slow
medium bowling.

There was again no place for
middle-order batsmen Sanjay
Manjrekar and Vinod Kamh{i,

India open the tour with a
tour-day maich against Ja-
maica iromm February 28. The
first Test starts at Sabina Park,
Jamaica on March 6.

SQUAD

Sachin Tendulkar (capt),
Anil Kumble (v. capt), Navjot
Sidhu, Ajay Jadeja, Venkat
Laxman. Saurav Ganguly,
Rahul Dravid. Mohammad
Azharuddin. Nayan Mongia,
Saba Karim. Javagal Srinath,
Venkatesh Prasad, Dodda
Ganesh. Abey Kuruvilla, Robin
Singh. Sunil Joshi.

Coach: Madan Lal

Madan

EFHEHTEY TR e

NEW DELHI. Feb
19: India's cricket
' coach Madan Lal

admitted Tuesday

. J liis team deserved
e — o be labelled ti-
gers at home and lambs abroad
alter the disastrous tour of
South Alrica, reports AFP.

"It's a lop-sided team that
lacks specialists.” Madan Lal
said soon after Sachin Ten-
dulkar's men returned home,
beaten in both the Test and
limited overs series on the two-
month African tour.

"How can you expect a team
that has only two proven bats-
men [Tendulkar and Moham-
mad Azharuddin) and two
proven seamers (Javagal Sri-
nath and Venkatesh Prasad] Lo
win on unfamiliar wickets
abroad?

“We do well on turning wick-
ets in India because we can play
three spinners. But where are
the batsmen and bowlers to
make use of the bouncier

itches in South Africa, West
ndies and Australia?"

Madan Lal said there was
something definitely wrong
with a team that won 16 of ils
last 23 home Tests but only one
of the last 33 abroad.

The former Test all-rounder
warned the trend would con-
tinue on the upcoming tour of
the West Indies if the national
selectors didn't give him three
specialist openers and two addi-
tional seamers.

“This makeshift business
won't do any good," he said, re-
ferring to using wicket-keeper
Nayan Mongia, Vikram
Rathore. Rahul Dravid, Workeri
Raman and Saurav Ganguly as
openers last season.

The Indians have bately a
week's rest before emnbarking on
the 10-week tour of the West In-
dies which includes flive Tests
and four one-day internation-
als from February 26 to May 3.

Both Madan Lal and skipper
Tendulkar will consult with the
selectors today to pick the tour-

ing squad. but do not have a
vote at deliberations.

MADAN LAL

The team management
brushed aside suggestions from
South African coach Bob
Woolmer and Zimbabwe's se-
nior player Dave Houghton that
internal bickerings in the team
affected the Indian perfor-
marce.

"l do not want to comment
on what others are saying, | am
happy with my team,"” said Ten-
dulkar, who suffered his first
defeat as captain when India
lost the three Test series 2-0.

vents his anger

Woolmer was quoted in an
Indian magazine as saying that
"It looks like the Indians have
major behind-the-scenes prob-
lems, this has resulted in a lack
on discipline in all depart-
ments of the game."”

Houghton told the same
“Outlook” magazine: "l really
can't figure out what's wrong
with the Indians. They keep
saying they are not used to the
bounce and pace. but all wickets
in South Africa were not the
sate. There's more Lthan meets
the eye.”

Madan Lal. whose one-year
term as coach could end early if
India also lose in the West In-
dies, took a swipe at Indian of-
ficials, saying the team was
hampered by a badly-planned
itinerary in South Africa.

"We went into the first Test
with just one warm-up game
while the Australians, who are
currently touring South Africa,
have four matches before the
series starts,” he said.

"There was just no time to get
used to new conditions after
coming off a busy home series.”

The Indians have again been
given only one four-day game in
the West Indies before the first
Test starts in Sabina Park in
Kingston on March.

The over-worked cricketers
will not get a break after the
West Indies tour if the proposed
lour-nation tournament in May
to mark the 50th year of India's
itidependence comes off.

e Indian board is
in Bombay today and tomorrow
lo discuss the tournament
which may also feature would
champions Sri Lanka, Pak-
istan and New Zealand.

gg.
" ROME. Feb -
Striker Roberto
Baggio turned 30
o1 Tuesday but

lold reporters he
had little to cele-

brate with AC Milan coach
Arrigo Sacchi keeping him
nailed to the substitutes' ich.

report agencies.

The former Italian interna-
tional, who struggled with in-
jury at the start of the season,
said he wanted to meet Milan
chairman Silvio Berlusconi to
discuss why he was not playing.

"I can accept being kept on
the bench, but only if there is a
reason. (Sacchi) must have the
courage to tell me the truth,”
Baggio said.

aggio did not play in Mi-
lan's e A match on Sunday
against Bologna and has played
only 13 league games this sea-
son out of a ble 20.

"I do not feel old at 30 ...
physically I've never felt bet-
ter," B said. "l cannot bear
it when a coach pays me com-

pliments all the week sayi
that 1 am working 1l n;:ﬁ
then puts me on the h on
Sunday.

"At the moment | feel like a |
ferrari being driven by a traffic
warden.” \

I'c

Italian newspaper Gazzetta
Dello Sport said on Tuesday
Baggio was in contract two
weeks ago with Spanish team
Real Madrid. coached by former

ROBERTO BAGGIO

Milan manager Fabio Cape

"I don't know yet whether |
will stay at Milan or whether I
will Jeave. The only thing I

llo.

ady to quit Milan

want is to play. If Capello calls
me. I'll go to Spain,” Baggio was
(quoted as saying.

The 'divine ponytail' joined
Capello's Milan at the start of
the 1995-96 season from cur-
rent World Club champions Ju-
ventus.

The 30-year-old player,
Italy's World Cup hero in 1994
and one of the most imagina-
tive forwards in the Italian
league, disclosed this week that
he was being sought by several
English and Spanish clubs and
willing to leave.

However, with the transfer
campaign closed, Baggio will
have to be patient through the
end of the current soccer sea-

son, in June, before changing
leamms.

"I can't bear Sacchi an
more,” told Rome's dai
La Republica in an interview
ed Tuesday.

io, whose differences
with Sacchi date to the 1994

World Cup, found himself again
at Sacchi's orders when the

coach decided to leave the Ital-

jan national team and rejoin

AC Milan in December.

Baggio in one of the most ex-

nsive deals in Italy’'s soccer

istory — estimated at 30 bil-
lion lire (17 million dellars).



