SPORTS TALK

Phil Simmons

(West Indian cricketer)

T don't know if I'd call it an-
other chance; it's just a matter
that there are a lot of injuries
and I have to come in."”

After being called up to join
the West Indies squad in Aus-
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Atherton carries the day

CHRISTCHURCH,
New Zealand, Feb
18: Captain Mike

Atherton's 11th

l Test century led
- England to a tense
four-wicket victory over New

Zealand in the third cricket
Test on Tuesday, giving the
visitors a 2-0 series win, reports

AP.

John Crawley and Dominic
Cork shared a 76-run unbroken
stand as England reached 307-
6, passing their 305 target with
12.2 overs to spare.

The Test series win was
England's first overseas since
they beat New Zealand, also 2-0,
in 1992,

Only once in Test history
had an English team scored
more than 300 to win a Test —
against Australia in Melbourne
in 1928-29.

Atherton, on 65 overnight
with England resuming on 118-
2. eventually made 118 from
311 balls. Nasser Hussain con-
tributed 33 to a fourth-wicket
partnership of 80 with his cap-
tain.

Atherton raised his arms in
delight, and relief, after reach-
ing the milestone. He was
stranded on 94 not out in the
tirst innings.

His 397-minute marathon
meant that Atherton had been
on the field for the first 408
overs of the match — a total of
27 hours and 38 minutes of
playing time.

But Atherton's dismissal
sparked a collapse to 231-6,
England losing three wickets
for just five runs in 16 balls, be-
fore Crawley (40 not out) and
Cork (39 not out) came together
for the match-clinching part-
nership.

Cork clinched the win by
turning Geoff Allott through
mid-wicket for four.

New Zealand teenage left-
arm spinner Daniel Vettori
bowled 57 overs in the innings,
taking 4-97.

New Zealand and England
drew the first Test in Auckland,
while the hosts lost the second
in Wellington by an innings
and 68 runs last week.

The first game of the five-
match, limited-overs series
starts at Lancaster Park on
Thursday.

SCOREBOARD

Scorecard on the fifth and
final day of the third cricket
Test between England and New
Zealand Tuesday:

NEW ZEALAND: First in-
nings 346 (S P Fleming 62,

Parore 59; Croft 5-95)

NEW ZEALAND: Second in-
nings 186 ( C Caims 52; D Gough
3-42)

ENGLAND: First innings 228
(Atherton 94; G Allott 4-74)

ENGLAND: Second innings
(bvernight 118/2)

Knight ¢ Davis b Vettori 29
Atherton c Parore b Astle 118
Stewart ¢ Pocock b Vettori 17
Caddick ¢ Fleming b Doull 15
N Hussain ¢ Fleming b Vettori 33

Thorpe ¢ and b Vettori 2
Crawley not out 40

Cnr1 not out

Extras: (Ib-8: nb-3: w-1: b-2) 14
Total: (for 6 wkis. 146.4 overs) 307
Fall of wickets: 1-64: 2-116:

3-146; 4-226; 5-226; 6-231
: O M R W

Allott 12.4 2 302 0
Davis 18 6 43 0
Doull 21 8 57 ]
Vettori 5 18 97 4
Cairns 10 1 23 0
Astle 28 10 45 |
Result: England won by four
wickets.
win series 2-0.

Man of the match: Mike
At:rtun.

Sport

England captain Michael Atherton drives Dal
through the covers during the fifth day's play of the third
and final Test against New Zealand at Lancaster Park in

Christchurch yesterday.

— Reuter UNB photo
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Wang falls sick

BEIJING, Feb 18: China's
Olympic 5,000 metres cham-
pion Wang Junxia has been
lorced to stop training atter
contracting a nervous disorder,
the China Sports Daily said on
Monday. reports Reuter.

In an interview, Wang said
she was suffering from neuras-
thenia. a nervous condition
causing fatigue and anxiety, due
to her rigorous training.

But she vowed to continue
running. saving: "As long as my
body permits. [ will continue to
run. It is a pity for me to stop
training but now it will take
some time to cure my illness
first.” ‘

Tufnel

CHRISTCHURCH,
Feb 18: England
feam manage-
ment today refu-
ted allegations
L ————= lhat spin bowler
Phil Tufnell was smoking
cannabis in a Christchurch bar
on the eve of the final day of the
third Test against New Zealand,
report agencies.

England duty manager, Jo-
lian Barclay, said he was satis-
fied there was no substance to
the allegations.

Caitlin Cherry. a waitress at
Bardellis. told Television New
Zealand (TVNZ) that Tufnell
and two companions had been
asked to leave the bar after
cannabis smoke was noticed
coming from the bar's para-
plegic toilets.

"As soon as they came out,
the smoke would billow into the
restaurant and you could smell

"she told TVNZ. "We knew we
hﬂd to do something," she said.

Bar manapger Janelle
Rossiter said the three were
asked to leave.

"As they were leaving they
were doing big dramatic bows,"
she added.
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Barclay, reading a prepared
statement, said later that he
had been made aware of the al-
legations and that they had
been treated seriously.

PHIL TUFN ELL

'l speke with Phil at length
and very frankly and 1 am
completely satisfied with his
assurances to me that these al-
legations are without founda-
tion."” Barclay said.

Barclay declined to com-
ment further.

The alleged incident follows
the second Test in Wellington
where New Zealand players
were seen oul in the early hours
of the morning.

In their last tour of South
Africa, three New Zealanders
were lined and suspended for
smoking cannabis on tour.

Meanwhile, responding to
another incident, New Zealand
Cricket's chielf executive
Christopher Doig said Tuesday
that New Zealand cricket Dfﬁ-
cials have been too lenient in
lhE past and should have sacked

a player who stayed out late
during the second Test against
England in Wellington.

Doig has refused to name the
player who contravened team
curfew rules but told National

Radio he regretted the lack of
action.

'l agree that, in retrospect,
we should have dropped that
player, there's no doubt about
that,” Doig said.

“I'm sorry for my staff and
the general public that we didn't
do that.’

Several New Zealand pla
ers were allegedly seen dnnK
ing in Wellington bars early on
the morning of Saturday, Feb 8
and media reports have claimed
one player only returned to his
hotel around 4 am.

England went on to score an
innings victory in the match.

Doig said he agreed with
comments by former Test
batsman Bruce Edgar that New
Zealand cricket was too soft
with its players.

"I agreed with Bruce Edgar
that in recent years plai,vers
have got into the New Zea
teamn too easily." Doig said.

"Once they've got there, there
hadn't been choices for the na-
tional selectors to replace them
when either their performance,
or their approach to the game,
was not acceptable.”

Goodricke
chess ends

CALCUTTA. Feb 18: Grand
Master Vadim Zviginisev of
Russia was declared the cham-
pion with eight points while In-
dia’s Saheli Dhar was adj udged
the best woman of the meet in
the 11-round eighth Goodricke

international chess tourna-

ment which concluded here last
night, reports PTI.

Two other Grand Masters,
top seed Jaan Ehlvest and
Alexander Nenashev also se-
cured El;fht points but they were
declared second and third on
account of their lower progres-
sive scores,

Hingis closes
in on Graf

MIAMI, Florida, Feb 18
(AFP): Women's WTA rankings
released here on Monday:

| . Steffi Graf 5028 pts
2. Martina Hingis 4277
J. Jana Novotna 3317
4. Arantxa Sanchez 3202
5. Conchita Martinez 3010
6. Monica Seles 2931
7. Anke Huber 2681
8. Lindsay Davenport 2243
9. Iva Majoli 2048
10. Karina Habsudova 2022
11. Irina Spirlea 2002
12. Amanda Coetzer 1731
13. Brenda Schultz 1596
14. Mary Pierce 1594
15. Fernandez 1542
16. Judith Wiesner 1533
17. Barbara Paulus 1404
18. Sabine Appelmans 1355
19. Kimberly Po 1259
20. Elena Likhovtseva 1168

Two-match ban
on Cantona

LONDON, Feb 18: Manch-
ester United captain Eric Can-
tona will miss two vital Pre-
miership matches against title
rivals Arsenal and Chelsea this
week, reports AFP,

Frenchman Cantona is sus-
pended for the trip to Arsenal
on Wednesday and the clash at
Stamford Bridge three days
later after passing the 21 point
disciplinary points.

But there is good news for
United manager Alex Ferguson
after both David May and Nicky
Butt came through a reserve
team game on Saturday follow-
ing lengthy spells on the side-
lines.

Central defender May has
been out of action since a {nerma
operation four weeks ago, while
midfielder Butt has not played
since sustaining a foot injury in
the New Year's Day clash with
Aston Villa.

Defenders Denis Irwin and
Ronny Johnsen are fully fit af-
ter hamstring problems and
Jordi Cruyff, who also took part
in the reserve team game, has
recovered from the knee injury

which has plagued him since
October.

Nigerian soccer
coach reinstated

LAGOS. Feb 18: Sacked Nige-
rian coach Shuaibu Amodu was
restored to his post on Monday
after a federal high court upheld
his claim that he had been un-
fairly dismissed, reports AFP.

Nigeria's sports ministry
removed Amodu as coach of the
'super eagles’ on January 27 in a
major reorganisation of the
Nigerian Football Association
that saw five other coaches
dismissed. He was replaced by
Monday Sinclair.

However, Amodu appealed
against the decision and
claimed financial damages ol
5.9 million naira (73,760 dol-
lars), as well as the payment of
a number of unpaid bonuses.

Amodu's lawyer, the former
Minister of Information Prince
Tony Momoh. argued that the
ministry’'s decision to dismiss
his client had been taken on the
basis of media reports. He also
said Amodu had not been al-
lowed to give evidence to the
subsequent inquiry.

Judge Ibrahim Auta ruled
that Amodu had been denied a
fair hearing and ordered the
Nigerian Football Association
and the sports ministry to sus-
pend Amodu's dismissal until a
new hearm%‘ scheduled for
February 24, had taken place.

US Fed Cup
squad named

NEW YORK., Feb 18: Martina
Navratilova captain of the US
Fed Cup team Monday named
Mary Joe-Fernandez, Gigi Fer-
nandez, Chanda Rubin and
Kimberly Po to represent the
United States against the
Netherlands next month, re-
ports AFP. _

The Dutch team will be play-
ing host to the defending
champions in the first round in
Haarlem March 1-2.

"We have a great team with a
wnnderful blend of rookies and
veterans,” Navratilova said.

"We are all looking forward
to the challenge.”

Mary Joe-Fernandez cur-
rently ranked 15 the in the
world, made her Fed Cup debut
in 1991. She was the key player
in last year's first round win-
ning both her singles and the
doubles with Gigi Fernandez
against Austria in Salzburg.

BOMBAY. Feb 18:
Indian skipper
Sachin Tendulkar
loday said a sev-
enteenth member
would have made
a lot of diﬂercncc to the squad's
fnrtunfs in South Africa where
it lost the three-Test series and
the triangular one-day
tournament final narrowly to
the home team, reports PTL
"An extra player would have
enabled our Elsl bowlers to get
the much-needed rest and our
main strike bowlers would have
been a bit more fresh for the
second and third Test,” the In-
dian captain said on his return
along with the other members
of the touring party. barrin
Rahul Dravid who came bac
after the triangular final and
skjg ped the Zimbabwe leg.
endulkar told this to re-
porters at the Mumbai Airport
when queried whether the selec-
tors had erred in not sending
Ajay Jadeja, Robin Singh,
Sunil Joshi and Salil Ankola
who had joined the squad prior

DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

it was a very long journey irom
Kanpur (venue o tlllE last Test ol
the three-match home series
against South Africa in Decem-
ber. 1996 which India won to
clinch the rubber 2-1) to Durban
(venue of the first Test of the
away series which India lost by
a massive margin)."

"Th:?l were two different
tracks. It makes a lot of differ-
ence,” he explained.

"We are all very disappointed

to the one-day series as re-
placements, for Woorkeri Ra-
man, injured batsman V V S
Laxman, Venkatapathy Raju
and David Johnson.

Tendulkar said the defeat in
the Test series, which India lost
0-2 after coming agonisingly
close to winning the final Test
at Johannesburg, was not due to
lack of application.

"I think the application was
there. It is just that sometime
you have to accept the fact that

TENDULKAR
at not winning the last Test. it
rained and we lost 3 to 4 hours

play. We could not help it. It was
sheer bad luck. We knew we
would have won it.," Tendulkar
said.

The Indian captain thought
that the team played good
cricket towards the end after
struggling to get adjusted to the
bouncy wickets ln the begin-
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Indian team _back home

Sachln picks up the pieces

l'llll;lr.‘,

"We plaved only one-side
(warm-up) match before the
commencement of the Test se-
ries. It was played on the slow-
est track in South Africa at Port
Elizabeth. And the next match
we played (the first Test) was on
the fastest track. It was a big
contrast.” he said in an obvious
reference to the itinerary.

Tendulkar praised the ef-
forts of his two pacemen Java-

gal Srinath and Venkatesh
Prasad and the batting of
Dravid

. lormer ski r Mo-
hammed A.?harudpdpt and
Saurav Ganguly.

Aboult the leam’s indifferent
shiow in the initial stage of the
triangular series, the Indian
captain said that the team did
nt:rtrg;:t a good start and the per
formdnce improved when gnod
opening stands were raised in
the last three matches.

"l am quite:dpleased with the
fact that we di someth 5 good
towards the end." he a
Coach Madan Lal put it in a
nmrt forthright manner by say-

ng that the opening slot was
the biggest problem the team
faced and said in no uncertain
manner that the squad needed
specialists and not make-shift
openers for the arduous tour to
West Indies commencing later
this month.

About his deputy, Anil Kum-
bel's decreased s rate, Ten-
clulkeu' said the leg-spinner was

"too good a bowler not to be
among the wickets for a long
time.'

Bichel,

CAPE TOWN, Feb

18: Paceman An-
dy Bichel and
occasional left-

‘ | arm spinner Mic-
. —— hael Bevan shared
El,t.[ht wic kets as Australia beat
South African provincial
champions Western Province
by 32 runs at Newlands on
Monday. reports Reuter.

Set to score 354 in 81 overs
on the third and last day, the
home side never gave up the
chase and reached 321 all out,
Bichel taking five for 62 and
Bevan three for 113.

Western Province began
their quest for victory WItﬁ
stand of 61 before Hir:hel re-
moved Test opener Gary Kirsten
for 29 with the aid of a breath-
taking SMﬁ catch from Matthew
Elliott, who held four excellent
catches in the match.

Bevan took the next two
wickets to leave the home side
100 for three before Herschelle
Gibbs and captain John Com-
mins added 110 for the fourth
wicket at over five runs an over.

Gibbs was in magnificent
form, reaching 50 from 70 balls

The Emgle-hull "Gendla“ akl ppered b}' French Chnstnphe Augum is escorted into thE
western port of Sables d‘Olnnnﬂ on Feb 17 after winning the third edition of the solo,
round-the-world Vendee-Globe race in 105 days, 20 hours, 31 minutes and 15 seconds,
beating the previous record of 109 days held by compatriot Titouan Lamazou.

— Reuter/UNB photo

COLOMBQO, Feb 18:
Sri Lanka's cric-
ket captain, Ar-
juna Ranatunga,
has accused his
i Australian coun-
terpart of con

doning sledging and advised
iim to “leave those disgusting
methods to the gutter,” reports
AP.

[ 3

Ranatunga was reacting to
statements by Mark Taylor af-
ter the recently concluded West
Indies tour, where he accused
Ranatunga and Brian Lara of
being "antagonists.”

"I think he (Lara) is an an-
tagonist — there's no doubt
about it ... I think he plays it
very well, along the lines of a
Ranatunga-type player.” Ta I-:-r
said after the star West In
batsman accused the Aus—

Ranatunga retorts

and then accelerating to B0
from 92 deliveries, with 10
fours and three sixes. He fell to
a fine catch in the gully b

liott off paceman Jasun ({illc-
Spie to inspire the break-
through.

Bichel removed Commins
for 51 and then grabbed two
more wickets in his next three
overs. Once again he owed his
success to the safe hands of his
teammates as Bevan took two
successive catches in the covers.

Australian captain Mark
Taylor said Bevan, who still re-
gards himself as a batsman and
occasional bowler, had played a
vital role with figures of 29.4-3-
113-3.

"l was really pleased with all
aspects of our play and 1
thought Michel bowled tremen-
dously. Unfortunately he was
the only batsman not to
runs but his bowling makes
him an important member of
the attack and he'll probably
bat at seven in the first Test."
Taylor said.

Taylor continued to ju
his batting line-up when l-'él
side’'s second innings resumed

tralians ol sledging opening
batsman Robert Samuels.

5ri Lanka's captain
Ranatunga in a statement said
during their last tour in Aus-
tralia, they were subjected not
only to racial abuse, but even
deliberate physical contact.

"We believe cricket is a gen-
tlemen's game . . . From the be-

haviour of the Australian
cricketers in the field, one could
hardly believe that they were
conscious of such perceptions,”
said Ranatunga in his state-
ment published in local news-
papers Tuesday.

Ranatunga asked Taylor to
consider why all these prob-
lems arise only when teams
visit Australia and when the
Australians are fielding. "May
be it is the herd instinct within
the safety of the domestic con-
clave,” he said.

The Sri Lankan captain
pointed out that Taylor is the
successor to a proud tradition of
great Australian captains and
cricketers such as Sir Donald
Bradman, who have unre-
servedly condemned sledging.
"Mark Taylor, by condoning
such methods, is not only doi
great disservice to himself, but
to his predecessors as well," h
said.

"My earnest request to Mark
Taylor is that he should captain
the team as a leader should ...
leave those disgusting methods
in the gutter, w ence only there
thcg can emanate,” Ranatunga
said.

-

Bevan on song

on the third morning at 78 for
four.

Greg Blewett, who had
opened, ensured his captain
could declare on time with a
splendid 86 from 106 deliveries.

Blewett's highlight was a six
over extra cover off left-arm
paceman Brett Schultz but his
13 fours were spread around the
ground.

Australia will pick from 12
players for the four-day match
against Natal starting in Dur-
ban on Thursday, with Justin
Langer kccPing wicket in place
of Ian Healy and Mark-Waugh

Itaying in plar:f: of his brother
eve,

SQUAD
Mark Taylor (captain),
Matthew Hayden, Matthew El-
liott, Mark Waugh, Greg
Blewett, Justin Langer, Michael
Bevan, Shane Warne, Paul
Reiffel, Andy Bichel, Jason

GIHEEPH: Glenn McGrath.

Albania soccer
gets go-ahead

TIRANA, Feb 18: Albania's
government ordered the re-start
ol the national soccer champi-
onship on Monday, reports
Reuter.

The league had been sus-
pended for one month because
of unrest sparked by the col-
lapse of five Pyramid invest-
mernt schemes.

State sports secretary Mar-
jeta Zace told the country's soc-
cer federation to resume

matches this weekend, chang-
ing the venue of any potential

trouble spots
against Macedo-

A friendly .
nia was cancelled last week and
the federation was hoping that
World Cup qualifiers with
Ukraine and Germany on
March 29 and April 2 respec-
tively would remain unaffected.

Albania was suspended
briefly by FIFA last year, after
the sports minis removed
the chairman of the country's
soccer federation, Eduard
Dervishi, and dissolved the ex-
ecutive committee.

Argentine World Cup player
Mario Kempes, who has a two-
year contract to coach First Di-
vision Lushneje, has left the
club until the situation calms
down.

Lushneje were sponsored by
Pellumb Xhaferri, detained
chief of one of the collapsed
Pyramid Investment schemes.

officials also said Brazilians
Edu and Valdemir Souza Dos

Santos snapped up by Lushneje
— Albania’s first club te buy

foreign players — had left the
country because of the prob-

rlems
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17 Lustrous format 6 Neighbor 26 Burn a bit
black 51 Green- of Uru. 27 Dorothy's
1B Flintatious peace's 7 Spend- last word
fellow concern: thrift 28 Low-pH
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